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PREFACE 


1 HAVE explained at the opening of the following book 
what need there was for a renewed attempt to write the 
^history of Ptolemaic Egypt But no intelligent reader 
will require to be reminded that in a constantly growing 
subject, where new discoveries are frequent, and are even 
to be expected in every year of the near future, finality is 
not to be expected. Though it is, therefore, a humble, it 
is still an useful task to chronicle what has been discovered 
for the benefit of those who take interest in this period, 
even if it be certain that in a few years another book, or 
a new edition of this, will both amend and enlarge much 
that is here contained. I have called it the Empire of 
the Ptolemies, to emphasize the fact that this dynasty 
were not mere kings of Egypt — indeed the very notion 
of a defined kingdom as the domain of a sovran was 
a notion foreign to the old world — but that they ruled 
over a composite Empire, and were suzerain lords over \ 
local dynasts and kings. 

Instead of stuffing my pages full of isolated references 
to classical and post-classical authors, of which the best 
exampl^ may be found in Cless's articles on the Ptolemies 
in Pauly’s Encyclopaedia^ I have rather striven to cite in 
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full such evidence as is not easily accessible ; hence the 
extant Ptolemaic inscriptions, which are important, will be 
found textually in this volume. The cartouches and coins 
are added for the convenience of travellers and othersiwho 
may wish to identify Ptolemaic work in Egypt and else- 
where. A general inquiry into the sources, primary, 
secondary and otherwise, of this history is an interesting 
task, but so full of complications and of controversies, 
that after considerable labour I have desisted from the 
hope of giving it in this volume, the size of which it must 
have unduly increased. Meanwhile I can refer the curious 
reader to the excellent and learned summary in Prof. C. 
Wachsmuth’s Einleitung in das Studium des alien Geschichte 
(189s) PP- 579 where the literature of the subject up 
to last year is reviewed. 

As regards the chronology, we are confronted at the 
outset with the difficulty that Olympiad years do not 
correspond with Julian, and so the accession, say of 
Philadelphus, seems to be more strictly within 285-4 
(November to November) than 285 b.c. This difference 
in the commencement of the years affects most of the 
dates. But as the whole scale is only approximate, and 
as in hardly any cases can we fix the date closer than the 
year, I regard it sufficient to give the approximate time, 
simply with a view to the sequence of events. It is for 
this purpose that there is given a practical chronology, 
however imperfect, at the end of the Preface. Such col- 
lateral events as influenced the course of affairs ifi Egypt, 
or hindered interference, are given as bearing upon the 
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subject I have also felt constrained to add, at the end 
of the book, a few notes containing information either 
overlooked in the text, or accruing from recent discoveries, 
while the sheets were going through the press. Even 
n^w, since these additional notes were printed, new ideas 
have occurred to me, and I do not yet know how far 
my most recent observation — that Egyptian crown-princes 
did not marry as such, but waited till their accession to 
do so — may carry us. But when a child has come to the 
birth, a speedy delivery is the safest and best. 

The index has been prepared for me with much care 
by my friend Mr. J. E. Healy, and will be found a great 
help through a book full of intricate details, and necessarily 
containing some repetitions. No teacher of any experience 
will blame me for these repetitions, seeing that I had no 
object to gain in changing the original form in which the 
book was composed. It consists of lectures delivered to 
my History class in the University of Dublin, without the 
many digressions suggested by intelligent questions from 
my hearers, and with the passages given in full (from 
translations) which the class read in the original texts. 

There are many interesting problems for which I have 
yet found no solution. What was the origin of the pro- 
verbial ‘seven wonders of the world,’ which Diodorus 
knows, but concerning which we have only a late and 
worthless tract ? 

What is the real history of the translation known as the 
LXX affd what is its age ? 

What are we to understand by the joint government of 
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a king and queen so estranged that each would seek to 
thwart the other in every detail of the administration ? 

How far does iht observation, that we only know of one 

crown-prince with a wife (Soter IL) account for the di^rce 

of that wife after his accession, arid for other appar^t 

heartlessnesses in Ptolemaic history? Is the hereditary 

title recognised in the princesses, which no doubt led to 

their marriages with their reigning brothers, a relic of 

Pharaonic ideas, or a mere imitation of the successful 

experiment of Philadelphus ? Some day a catalogue of 

these problems may be set by some Academy for a special 

essay, and then we may attain to some satisfactory replies 

regarding most of them. But w<j may have long to wait 

before such another prize-essay ‘ is published as that of 

Giacomo Lumbroso, which marks one of the epochs in 

Ptolemaic studies. Yet even as I write, there are before 

me the proofs of Mr. GrenfelFs Appendix III to our joint 

edition of the Revenue Papyrus — an appendix which marks 
. . '* 
another epoch in the explanation of the Ptolemaic coinage. 

A few proper names (Polyperchon, Arrabaeus, Trogo- 
dyte, etc.) have been altered from their usual form on the 
ground of better authority for the new form. With regard 
to the rest, the current forms are not changed where 
they have become ordinary English words, or where the 
modern spelling did not affect the pronunciation. In 
lesser known names I have taken the frequent liberty of 
preserving the Greek forms; but without any desire to 
defend this inconsistency, or to impugn any other rule 
on the subject. Provided the reader is not misled, con- 
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sistency is not important, and inconsistency quite ex- 
cusable. As regards the accentuation of Greek, I have 
avoided doing so where our originals (on *stone or papyrus) 
have Ho accents ; when I quote from literary texts, handed 
dovm to us accentuated, the accents found in the MSS. 
Save been retained. 

/) One serious disadvantage under which the historian of 
later Hellenism suffers may be noted in conclusion. In 
every university the student of classical Greek subjects 
finds many highly-trained colleagues to assist and criticise 
him. But in the later epochs of Greek life it is not yet 
so, and he must work well-nigh |fone, were it not for the 
broad sympathy of those Mito c#me to the subject almost 
as a novelty. Hence, though I have received most 
valuable aid from several of my younger colleagues, it is 
not easy to find, even in so great an array of scholars as 
we possess, any specialist to sift and correct the many 
statements made, and conjectures hazarded, upon this 
wide and intricate field of study. 

In a few more years of discovery and criticism we may 
expect this epoch to be as carefully surveyed and dissected 
as the older epochs of Greek history have been. But as 
yet the writer on Ptolemaic history feels himself in some 
sort a pioneer, who is liable to be baulked by unex- 
pected obstacles, misled by ardent expectations, diverted 
-from his path by false informations. Yet are all these 
risks and dangers unable to outweigh the intense interest 
of penetrating a country either unexplored or imperfectly 
described by former travellers. 

b 
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CHRONOLOGY 


Note. — I regret that after much labour we have not yet been able to 
fix the closer dates (i.e. the months) of the accession of the various kings. 
Even the year is often uncertain. But I hope ere long to be able to say 
something more definite on this question. 


«.c. 

332 Alexander III. of Macedon (the Great) conquers Egypt. 

331 Visit to the oasis of Amon. Submission of Cyrene. 

331-0 Alexandria founded (winter). 

330 Cleomenes practically Satrap of Egypt. 

Ptolemy marries Artakama, daughter of Artabazus. 

323 (Summer). Death of Alexander. Philip Arridaeus nominal king, 
Ptolemy Satrap. Intimacy with Lais, 

322 Transference of Alexander’s body to Egypt. 

Ptolemy’s alliance with the kings of Cyprus. 

322-1 Subjugation of Cyrene by means of Ophelas. 

321 Invasion of Egypt by Perdikkas. His defeat and death. 

The division of Triparadeisus. 

Ptolemy’s marriage with Eurydike, daughter of Antipater. 

320 Ptolemy occupies Cyprus and Syria, 

319 His alliance with Casander. Proclamation of Polyperchon, 

317 Alexander IV. (Aegus) nominal king. 

Ptolemy marries Berenike. 

Restoration of the cella at Luxor in Alexander’s name, 

316 Seleukos flies from Antigonus. Arrives in Egypt. 

(?) Birth of Berenike’s daughter Arsinoe. 

315 War of Ptolemy (and Seleukos) against Antigonus. Antigonus 
^'^.S^eizes Cyprus, and the Philistine coast. 

314-3 Recouquest of Cyprus by Ptolemy and revolt of Cyrene (?). Meet- 
ing at Ekregma. 
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B.C. 

312 Demetrius defeated at Gaza. Seleukos returns to Babylon. 
Antigonus recovers Syria and Palestine. 

31 1 Death of Alexander IV. (but his name appears as king til^ 

305)* 

310 Peace between Antigonus and Ptolemy. f 

Death of Roxane (Alexander the Great’s widow). 

Grant of land to the temples of Pe and Tep in Alexa^ider 
Aegus’ name, but the titles of the young king are left blank, 
as he was probably already dead. 

Ptolemy declares the freedom of the Greeks, and so obtains 
practical possession of the coasts of Cilicia and Lycia. 

309 He visits the Cyclades, and puts garrisons into Corinth and 
Sikyon. 

Death of Alexander the Great’s sister Cleopatra, and of hj,s 
bastard son Herakles. 

308 Birth of Berenike’s son Ptolemy (afterwards king). 

308--7 Demetrius retakes Corinth and Sikyon. 

Ophelas murdered by Agathocles. Ptolemy recovers Cyrene 
and sends Magas to govern it. 

307 Ptolemy marries his daughter Theoxena to Agathocles. 

He visits Megara. 

306 Defeat of Ptolemy at Cyprus by Demetrius, who takes the 
island. 

Arrival of Demetrius the Phalerean in Egypt. 

306-5 Invasion of Egypt by Antigonus. Its failure. 

305 (November). Ptolemy assumes the title of king. 

Siege of Rhodes by Demetrius. 

(?) Assumption of the title Soter by Ptolemy. 

302 New alliance against Antigonus. 

The campaign of Antigonus against Lysimachus in Asia 
Minor. 

Ptolemy re-occupies Syria and Palestine, but again evacuates 
them. 

301 Battle of Ipsus. 

300 Lysimachus marries Arsinoe, daughter of Ptolemy and of Bere- 
nike. 

Ilis son Agathocles marries Lysandra, daughter of Ptolemy 
and of Eurydike. 

299 Pyrrhus a hostage in Egypt. ^ 

295 (?) Ptolemy recovers Cyprus from Demetrius. The foundation of 

the Museum and Library at Alexandria about this time. 
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B.C. 

295 I^rrhus returns to Epirus as king. 

294 Demetrius Poliorketes king of Macedonia. 

?90 Probable time of Ptolemy^s composition of his history of Alex- 
ander’s campaigns. 

289 Pegging petition of Demochares (from Athens). , 

288 Great armaments of Demetrius in Greece. 

285-^ Ptolemy practically abdicates by associating his younger son 
Ptolemy in the royalty. 

Eurydike and her children leave Egypt. 

- ’ She marries her daughter Ptolemais to Demetrius. 

283 Death of Demetrius Poliorketes (Droysen). 

Death of Ptolemy Soter. 

281 Battle of Korupedion. Death of Lysimachus. 

Death of Seleukos I. and accession of Antiochus I. (Soter). 

280 Pyrrhus lands in Italy. Ptolemy visits Pithom. 

278 Antigonus (Gonatas) defeats the Gauls near Lysimacheia, and 
becomes definitively king of Macedon. 

277 Pyrrhus in Sicily. (?) Second marriage of Ptolemy to Arsinoe IT. 
275 Pyrrhus returns to Italy. 

274 Pyrrhus returns to Epirus. 

273 Ptolemy sends an embassy to Rome. Ilis second visit to Pithom. 

The Romans reply with an embassy to Alexandria. 

271 Ptolemy Soter deified. 

269 P'irst coinage of silver at Rome. 

266 The Canephorus (priestess) of Arsinoe Philadelphus estab- 
lished (?). 

265 Beginning of the Chremonidean War (?), 

264 The eponymous priests of the gtfc/s Adelphi first mentioned. 

First Punic War. Third visit to Pithom, and religious 
endowments. 

263 Time of Second Syrian War (?). Eumenes succeeds to the 
throne of Pergamum. 

262 The Mfioipa on wine and fruits settled on the deified Arsinoe. 

Death of Antiochus Soter (king of Syria) and accession of his 
son Antiochus II. (Theos). 

260 Progress of the Chremonidean War. 

258 Athens subdued by Antigonus. Defeat of Ptolemy’s fleet at 
Kos (?). The Revenue Papyrus. 

De?th of Magas. Demetrius the Fair at Cyrene. Ptolemy 
HI. (crown prince) declared lord of Cyrene. 

Change in the formula of the king’s dates. 
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B.C. 

256 Reclaiming of the lake Moeris in progress. 

255 Ptolemy II. visits the lake Moeris, and (probably) re-names the 
district as the Arsinoite nome, 

251 Aratus frees Sikyon. 

250 Aratus goes to Egypt. ^ 

Arsaces founds the Parthian monarchy, and revolts from the 
Seleukids. * 

247 Egyptian victory at Andros. 

Death of Ptolemy Philadelphus, accession and marriage of 
Ptolemy III. 

246 Third Syrian War. Accession of Seleukos II. Kallinikos. 
Ptolemy captures Seleukeia on the Orontes, and Antioch. 

245 Ptolemy recalled from the East by domestic troubles. 

241 End of the First Punic War. Accession of Attains I. at Pej- 
gamum. 

239 Death of Antigonus Gonatas. 

238 Synod of Canopus. Ptolemy III. and his queen Berenike II. 
deified as gods Euergetae, 

237 Great temple of Edfu founded. 

229 Death of Demetrius the Aetolian (king of Macedon). 

228 First Roman embassy to Greece. 

226 Accession of Seleukos III. Keraunos. 

223 Great earthquake at Rhodes (?). 

222-1 Battle of Sellasia. Cleomenes flies to Egypt. 

Death of Euergetes I. and accession of Ptolemy IV. (Philo- 
paior). 

Death of Antigonus Doson (of Macedon), and accession of 
Philip V. 

221-0 Accession of Antiochus III. (the Great, of Syria). Hannibal 
in Spain. Fourth Syrian War. 

219 Antiochus recovers Palestine from Egypt. 

218 Hannibal crosses the Alps. 

217 Battle of Raphia and defeat of Antiochus III. 

Peace between Egypt and Syria. 

216 Battle of Cannae. 

Decius Magius escapes from the Carthaginians, first to Cyrene 
and then to Egypt. 

214 Treaty of Hannibal with Philip V. 

213 (?) Insurrection of the natives in Eg5rpt. ^ 

Marriage of Ptolemy IV. to his sister, Arsinoe III. 

They are deified as gods Philopatores, 
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B.C. 

21 1 Scopas praetor of Aetolia. 

Birth of Ptolemy V. 

His mother imprisoned, and after some time murdered by 
Sosibius and Agathocles. 

209 Ptolemy V. associated in the crown. 

205 ^ Accession of Ptolemy V. Epiphanes. 

202 Battle of Zama. 

201 Roman embassy to Egypt. 

Battle of Chios between the Rhodians, etc. and Philip. 

200 Embassy of Ptolemy to offer assistance to Rome against 
Philip. 

198 Battle of Panion. Scopas defeated by Antiochus III. 

Betroth?! of Ptolemy V. to Cleopatra I. (of Syria). 

I9jr Battle of Cynoscephalae. Accession of Eumenes II. at Per- 
gamum. 

196-5 Anacleteria and divine honours to Ptolemy V. (Rosetta stone 
and decree of Memphis). 

194 Death of Eratosthenes. Apollonius Rhodius chief librarian at 
Alexandria. 

193 Marriage of Ptolemy Epiphanes and Cleopatra I. at Raphia. 

192 Antiochus invades Greece. 

191 Embassy of Ptolemy with gifts of money to Rome. 

190 Battle of Magnesia. Antiochus III. defeated by the Romans. 
189 Insurrection in Upper Egypt. 

188 Manlius in Asia Minor. 

187 Embassy from Egypt to Achaian League (?). 

Death of Antiochus III. and accession of .Seleukos IV. (Philo- 
pator). 

186 The concessions of the king’s 9th year (Rosetta stone) renewed. 
184 The insurrection subdued. 

182 Death of Ptolemy and accession of Ptolemy VI. (Eupator). 

182-1 Accession of Ptolemy VII. (Philometor). 

179 Death of Philip V. and accession of Perseus in Macedonia. 

17s Accession of Antiochus IV. (Epiphanes). 

174 Death of Cleopatra I. 

173 Marriage of Ptolemy VII. to his sister Cleopatra II. 

Embassy from Rome to Egypt, 

17 1 Invasion of Antiochus IV. Epiphanes. Ptolemy Philometor 
defeated near Mount Casius. 

Antiochus crowned king of Egypt (?). 

170 Ptolemy Euergetes II. made king by the Alexandrians. 
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170 By Cleopatra II. ’s mediation, Ptolemy Philometor returns and 
the two brothers reign conjointly. ^ 

170-69 Renewed invasion of Antiochus IV. 

168 Battle of Pydna (June). Antiochus checked and sent home by the 
embassy of Popilius Laenas. 

167 Revolt of Dionysius Petosiris. ^ 

165 Revolt at Panopolis subdued by Ptolemy Philometor (?). 

164 Accession of Antiochus V. (Eupator). 

163 Ptolemy Philometor exiled by his brother and flies to Rome. 

He is restored by the Senate, and Euergetes II. is sent to Cyrene. 
162 Accession of Demetrius II. Soter in Syria. 

161 Euergetes II. goes to Rome, to obtain new terms (?). 

160 Visit of Ptolemy Philometor and his queen to Memphis. 

159 Accession of Attains II. at Pergamum. • 

155 Embassy of the three philosophers (on the part of Athens) to 
Rome. 

154 Euergetes II. conquered in Cyprus. Settlement of the war 
between the brothers. 

1 51 Demetrius Soter endeavours to annex Cyprus. 

150 Ptolemy Philometor gives his daughter Cleopatra in marriage to 
Alexander Bala at Ptolemais. 

149 Third Punic War. 

147 Demetrius Nicator claims the crown. Ptolemy gives him his 
daughter Cleopatra to wife, and is crowned king at Antioch. 
146 Death of Philometor in battle. Accession and death of Ptolemy 
Vill. (Philopator Neos). 

Fall of Carthage, and of Corinth. 

Renewed accession of Ptolemy IX. (Euergetes II.) 

He marries the queen Cleopatra II. 

145 Birth of his son Memphites. 

He issues a decree of Benevolences. 

144-3 (?) Euergetes II. marries his niece Cleopatra III. (Euergetis). 

143 (?) Mission of Scipio Aemilianus to Egypt. 

138 Death of Attains II. (Philadelphus) and accession of Attains III. 
137 Antiochus Sidetes king of Syria. 

134 Slave war in Sicily. 

133 Death of Attains III. * 

132 War of the Romans with Aristonicus of Pergamum. 

130-29 Ptolemy IX. exiled, and Cleopatra II. reigns. #fevertheless 
he appears as king of Egypt in at least two documents of the 
year 129 n.c.) 
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129 Aristonicus put to death. Death of Scipio Aemilianus. 

127 Euergetes II. again recovers Egypt. 
ft3 C. Gracchus tribune. 

121 Death of C. Gracchus. 

120 Uccession of Mithradates VI. (Eupator) in Pontus. 

117 Death of Ptolemy IX. His widow Cleopatra rules. 
ii6“J Association of Ptolemy X. (Lathyrus) with his mother Cleo- 
patra III. in the throne. 

Ptolemy X. marries his sister Selene. 

1 15 Ptolemy X. visits Elephantine (stele of Aswan). 

1 14 Ptolemy Alexander I. appointed king of Cyprus. 

II4~3 Cleopatra III, and Ptolemy Soter II. assume the title Philo- 
metores Soteres. 

I y Jugurthine war. 

1 10 Ptolemy Philometor Soter II. (Lathyrus) assumes sole power. 
107-6 Ptolemy Lathyrus exiled and Alexander I. recalled to reign 
with his mother. 

105 (?) Ptolemy Lathyrus makes war in Palestine. 

Invasions of the Cimbri into Italy. 

104 Triumph of Marius over the Cimbri. 

102 Second Servile war in Sicily. 

100-99 Berenike III. appears as queen with Alexander I. but also 
with his mother. 

Saturninus tribune. 

99 Lathyrus king of Cyprus. 

96 Death of Ptolemy Apion, who bequeaths Cyrene to Rome. 

92 First public transaction (by Sylla) between Rome and Parthia. 

91 (?) Death of Cleopatra III. 

90 Marsian or Social War. 

88 Alexander 1 . is exiled, and slain. 

Soter II. (Lathyrus) returns from exile and again becomes 
king. 

Mithradates invades Asia Minor and massacres the Italians 
there. He finds Ptolemy Alexander II. at Kos, but the 
prince escapes to Rome. 

87 Lucullus comes to Egypt to seek aid for Sylla. 

8$ Athens stormed by Sylla. 

84 (?) Destruction of Thebes by Lathyrus. 

Pe^e between Sylla and Mithradates. 

81 Death of Ptolemy X. Philometor Soter II. (Lathyrus). 

Accession of Ptolemy XII. Alexander II., who marries 
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H.C. 

8 1 Berenike III. Philopator. Death of both queen and king 
in nineteen days. 

Accession of Ptolemy XIII. Neos Dionysus, Philopator (IIP.) 
and Philadelphus (II. Auletes). ‘ 

8o Capture of Mitylene by the Romans. Caesar’s first campaign. 
79 Auletes marries Cleopatra V. Tryphaena. 

78 Death of Sylla. * 

77 (?) Birth of Berenike IV. War of Rome against Cilician pirates. 
75-4 Bithynia bequeathed to Rome. Cyrene occupied by the Romans. 
Second war with Mithradates. 

Selene and her two sons come from Syria to Rome. 

72 The two sons of- Selene and Antiochus Grypus leave Rome. 

Wars with Sertoitus, Spartacus, and Mithradates in progress. 
69-8 Birth of Cleopatra VI. Selene put to death by Tigranes. ^ 

C7 Gabinian Law. Pompey subdues the pirates. 

66 Manilian Law. Pompey against Mithradates. 

65 Crassus proposes to reduce Egypt to a Roman province. 

64 Betrothal of two infant Ptolemies to two daughters of Mithra- 
dates. 

Pompey in Syria. 

63 Death of King Mithradates of Pontus. 

Auletes seeks recognition from Pompey. 

60 (?) Diodorus Siculus visits Egypt. 

59 Auletes recognised by Julius Caesar as consul. 

The temple of Edfu completed. 

58 Auletes is expelled, and flies to Rome. 

Cyprus reduced to a province by Cato. Death of King 
Ptolemy of Cyprus. 

57 Cleopatra V. Tryphaena remains queen at Alexandria. She 
dies and Berenike IV. her daughter assumes the throne. 

56 Berenike marries Seleukos Kybiosaktes, and rejects him. She 
marries Archelaus of Komana. 

Cicero makes his speech pro rege AUxandrino . 

55 Restoration of Auletes by Gabinius, with Antony commanding 
his cavalry. First meetii^ of Antony and Cleopatra. 
Rabirius over the finances of Egypt. 

54 Cicero’s speech pro Rabirio Postumo, 

Crassus invades Parthia. 

51 Death of Ptolemy XIII. Auletes. ^ 

Cleopatra VI. and her brother Ptolemy XIV. appointed to 
the throne by his will. 
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B.C. 

49 Caesar crosses the Rubicon. 

^ Cnaeus Pompey goes for levies to Egypt. 

48 Battle of Pharsalia. 

Cleopatra driven out by her brother. She returns with an army 
^ to Pelusium. Pompey arrives at the camp of Ptolemy XIV. 
^ and is murdered. 

Arrival of Julius Caesar, who is besieged (with Cleopatra) in 
Alexandria. 

47 Alexandrian War. Ptolemy XIV. drowned. Cleopatra ap- 
pointed queen with her younger brother Ptolemy XV. 

46 (?) Cleopatra goes to Rome. Reform of the Calendar by Julius 
Caesar. 

45 Death of Ptolemy XV. Cleopatra*^assumes her son Caesarion 

• (Ptolemy XVI.) as co-regent. 

44 Caesar assassinated. Cleopatra returns to Egypt. 

43-2 Famine in Egypt. Triumvirate of Octavian, Antony, and 
Lepidus.i 

42 Battle of Philippi. 

41 Antony summons Cleopatra to Cilicia, and returns with her to 
Alexandria, 

40 The Parthians invade Syria. Herod appointed king of Judaea. 

38 Ventidius conquers the Parthians. Capture of Jerusalem by 
Sossius. Antony returns to Italy. 

37-6 Antony returns to the East, and after his Parthian expedition 
rules at Alexandria with Cleopatra. 

War of Octavian and Antony against Sextus Pompey. 

Antony invades Armenia. 

34-3 Triumph of Antony at Alexandria. He distributes Eastern 
provinces to her children. 

3 1 Battle of Actium. 

30 Death of Cleopatra VI., Ptolemy XVI. (Caesarion), and of 
Antony and his son Antyllus. 

Settlement of Egypt as an imperial province under Augustus. 




CHAPTER I 

* INTRODUCTION. ALEXANDER THE GREAT AND EGYPT 

§ I. There is something unsatisfactory in beginning a 
history with the mature state of a nation. As in biography 
so in history, we desire to go back to 
the cradle, and see the growth of 
social and of political life from their 
first rude commencements. I'herc 
is, moreover, not a little difficulty 
in finding a later moment which will 
afford a real starting-point. Each 
condition of a nation is the result 
of what went before, and the human 
mind feels compelled to seek the 
causes for this, as for every other 
effect In undertaking, however, to Alexander the great. 
begin a special history of Egypt with the accession of 
the first Ptolemy, these objections lose most of their 
force. For, in the first place, several competent scholars 
have written the history of Egypt from its dawn till the 
conquest of Alexander, so that all the earlier stages can 
be studied in good books. These eminent men must 

B 
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also have felt some distinct break in the life of the 
nation, as their work appeared to them concluded when 
Egypt passed under Macedonian sway. In this impression 
they have but reproduced the unanimous feelij|g of 
Hellenistic writers, who imply or assert that with Alex- 
ander a new volume of the world’s history had opAed, 
and that the events even of the recent past belonged 
to a different age, and might be neglected as the decrepi- 
tude of a byegone civilisation. Polybius, for example, 
in his careful and philosophic history of the Greek 
world of his own century, though he inquires diligently 
into causes and appreciates traditions, finds no occasidh, 
so far as we know him, to cite Xenophon or Thucy- 
dides more than once, Herodotus more than twice. In 
his mind the break with the past made by Alexander was 
complete. We are therefore fortified by a general con- 
sensus of opinion, when we assume for Egypt what was 
true of the rest of the nations about the Levant, and treat 
the Ptolemaic rule as a distinct epoch in the history of the 
valley of the Nile. 

§ 2. That this epoch has hitherto been neglected is not 
strange. In spite of the great splendour and importance 
of the Ptolemies in the Hellenistic world, no systematic 
account of them had survived even in Pausanias’ day.^ 
We know them through pompous hieroglyphics, which 
were not intended to instruct us, through panegyrics which 
were perhaps intended to mislead us, through episodes in 
the universal histories of Polybius and Diodorus. Recently 
we have added to these literary authorities a good many stra^ 
inscriptions, and a mass of papyrus fragments, which give 
us multitudinous isolated facts, seldom of public interest, 

* i. 6 <*>s jjiAveiv fri r^v ai/ruVf /cal ol (rvyyepdfJLevoi rots 

PacriXeOiriv M avyypaipfj tG>v (pytav ical wp&repov in ijfieX'i^driffav. 
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but no connected history. The only writer who has 
attempted to treat this period in connexion with the 
preceding and succeeding epochs, was Sharpe,^ in whose 
bool^the Ptolemies have obtained the lion’s share. But 
how antiquated it seems to us now, and how many of 
his •Statements are contradicted by recent discoveries ! A 
like fate will inevitably attend his successors. Even now 
no history of the Ptolemies can claim or desire to be final. 
Ptolemaic inscriptions, Ptolemaic papyri, are finding their 
way into our museums every year. Whenever demotic 
Egyptian comes to be understood, so that its matter be- 
dDmes accessible to ordinary scholars, a flood of new light 
may be thrown upon the subject. Yet if the vast body 
of isolated facts be not gathered periodically, and set in 
order, it will be impossible to fit further discoveries into 
their places, and we shall find ourselves in presence of a 
confused mass of evidence which few will attempt to 
comprehend. Even now the task of knowing the extant 
Ptolemaic papyri is arduous enough ; were it not for ex- 
ceptional privileges enjoyed in deciphering and explaining 
them, the undertaking would have been beyond my ambi- 
tion. Those who know this vast and partly-explored field 
best, will be the readiest to make allowance for my short- 
comings. 

§ 3. None of Alexander’s achievements was more facile, 
and yet none more striking, than his Egyptian campaign.^ 

^ History of Egypt by Samuel Sharpe, 5th edition, in 2 vols., 1870. 
Unfortunately this edition takes no notice of the German translation 
(2nd ed., Leipzig, 1862), which is corrected and enriched with excellent 
notes by A. von Gutschmid. These latter I have constantly used. 

* Arrian ii. 13 sq* and Diodorus xvii. 48 are our chief authorities; 
also Plutar6h Alex, 26, Justin, and Curtius. It is so easy to find the 
respective passages in any index to these texts, that 1 shall often omit 
the * chapter and verse,’ 
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His advent must have been awaited with all the agitations 
of fear and hope by the natives of all classes, for the 
Persian sway had been cruel and bloody, and if it did nof 
lay extravagant burdens upon the poor, it certainly ga^ the 
higher classes an abundance of sentimental grievances, for it 
had violated the national feelings, and especially the national 
religion, with wanton brutality. The treatment of the re- 
volted province by Ochus was not less violent and ruthless 
than had been the original conquest by Cambyses, which 
Herodotus tells us with graphic simplicity. No conquerors 
seem to have been more uncongenial to the Egyptians than 
the Persians. But all invaders of Egypt, even the Ptolemieflfe, 
were confronted by a like hopelessness of gaining the 
sympathies of their subjects. If it was comparatively easy 
to make them slaves, they were perpetually revolting slaves. 
This was due not to the impatience of the average native, 
but rather to the hold which the national religion had 
gained upon his life. This religion was administered by 
an ambitious, organised, haughty priesthood, whose records 
and traditions told them of the vast wealth and power they 
had once possessed — a condition of things long past away, 
and never likely to return, even under a native dynasty, 
but still filling the imaginations of the priests, and urging 
them to set their people against every foreign ruler. The 
only chance of success for an invader lay in conciliating 
this vast and stubborn corporation. Every chief who headed 
a revolt against the Persians had made this the centre 
of his policy ; the support of the priests must be gained 
by restoring them to their old supremacy — a supremacy 
which they doubtless exaggerated in their uncriticised 
records of the past. ^ 

§ 4. There was another class of the population not less 
discontented — the military caste, which had long since 
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been thrust into the background by the employment of 
fcreign, chiefly Greek, mercenaries. Even kings of 
national proclivities found these Greeks or Carians so 
mucfr more efficient, that they could not be persuaded to 
dispense with them and depend upon native troops. The 
military caste, which denied that these foreigners were 
necessary,^ and professed all readiness to fight the king’s 
battles, or mount guard at his palace, was moody and 
jealous, and the neglect of its grievances must have given 
great additional force to the rebellions, usually supported 
by this section of the population. As for the labouring 
classes, we may assume that then, as now, they desired little 
more than freedom from forced labour, and security against 
the exactions of the tax-farmer. There is little mention, 
in this later Egyptian history, of any nobility territorial 
or otherwise, such as had flourished under the Middle 
Empire, 2 though there were still over the administra- 
tion officials of great importance from their knowledge of 
the people and their language. But most local magnates 
or feudal chiefs only asserted themselves during those 
weaknesses of the central power, which give special oppor- 
tunities to ambitious and wealthy provincials for making 
their dignities hereditary. Such a body of nobles does not 
meet us in any of the records of this period. Yet the in- 
surgent chiefs who rose against the Persians and against 
the fifth Ptolemy were apparently men of high birth, de- 
scended from royal ancestors; no ordinary Fellah would 
ever think of leading an army, 

^ They could point to the high character of the Egyptian contingents 
which fought with Croesus against Cyrus (Xenophon Cyrop, vii. i, 45) 
and with Xef:..*s against the Greeks (Herod, viii. 17, ix. 32), as historical 
evidence of their efficiency, when properly fitted out and treated with 
confidence. In Ptolemaic times they are called ol MdxifJioi. 

® Cf. Erman’s Aegypten pp. 135 sq. 
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§ 5. We can only assert these generalities concerning 
the condition of the oppressed people, who were watchf 
ing with breathless interest Alexander's attack upon the 
Persian Empire. All better information is wanting. ^The 
satrap of Egypt, Sabakes, had been summoned with jpost 
of the garrison to join his master Darius, and had fallen 
at the battle of Issus.^ Though his division probably 
consisted of Greek and Asiatic mercenaries, it is hardly 
possible that some Egyptians did not accompany them, 
who must have brought back a startling report of the 
conqueror and his army. Even if they had not done s^o, 
the distinguished people mentioned by Arrian, the deserter 
Amyntas, Mentor's son Thymondas, and others, who fled 
straight from Issus to Egypt, as to a land of safety, made 
matters plain enough.^ Then came the siege of Tyre, in 
which Alexander's obstinacy, and his versatility of resource, 
had overcome apparent impossibilities, and during these 
many months, so long as the Tyrian fleet was able to keep 
the sea-way open, traders must have brought news of the 
gradual change from confidence to alarm, from alarm to 
despair, in the great naval mistress of the Syrian Levant. 
And after the fall of Tyre, and the consequent passage of 
the naval supremacy into Alexander's hands, came in 
rapid succession the news of his clemency at Jerusalem, 
his severity at Gaza,^ and his advent at the Eastern gate 
of Egypt 

I have elsewhere* explained the probable reasons for 

^ Arrian ii. ii, 8. 

® Amyntas (Diod. xvii. 48, Arrian ii. 13, 2), who had a force cyf 
4000 (Arrian says 8000) men, took possession of Pelusium, and tried 
honestly to hold the country for Darius, but he and his«ifeoldiers were 
all slain by the natives near Memphis as being lawless marauders. 

^ Arrian ii. 18-26 ; Diod. xvii. 48. 

* Greek Life and Thought etc. p. 470. 
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his tender treatment of the Jews, whose trading con- 
nexions over the world, combined with the regular journeys 
of the ‘Dispersion* to Jerusalem, made them invaluable 
frienik to him, as guides to his intelligence department. 
From them too did he learn the passes into Egypt between 
marshes and deserts, and they must have announced to 
the Egyptians his liberality towards their religion, and his 
graciousness towards those who submitted promptly and 
unreservedly to his commands.^ So, when the remaining 
Persian garrison and fleet had made hardly a show of 
resistance, the Macedonian entered into peaceable pos- 
session of the kingdom of the Pharaohs. 

§ 6. The various mercenary forces, whether in the pay 
of the Persians, or marauding in the country under pre- 
tence of defending it for the Great King, had now no 
alternative but to submit to Alexander, and swell the 
ranks of his army. The priests hailed with satisfaction 
the victorious enemy of their recent oppressors. Thus 
we may assume that his march along the eastern outlet of 
the Nile, from Pelusium to Heliopolis and Memphis, was 
a triumphal procession.^ No sooner had he arrived at 
Memphis than he displayed the same conciliatory policy 
to the priests which he had adopted at Jerusalem. He 

^ Isaiah xix. and Jer. xliv. tell us of settlements of Jews in the 
Eastern Delta, and imply frequent intercourse between Egypt and 
Judaea ever since Assyria (or Babylon) had been contending with Egypt 
for the possession of Syria and Palestine. The narrative of Josephus 
{Antiqq. xi. 8, 4) is very suspicious, and has been generally rejected. I 
have sought to disengage the element of truth concealed in it. Cf. 
<;he citations in Pauly - Wissowa’s Encyclop, i. pp. 1422-23 (art. 
Alexandros). Alexander, in reciting his dream to the high-priest’says : 
8ia(rKe7rTOfj4yV ttws KparT/jiraiiu rijs *Aalas aMs {sc. the figure of the 
high-priest) /not (rrpartas, which means, I think, that 

the Jews would show him all the roads, and tell him the distances. 

^ Arrian iii. I. 
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sacrificed to Apis and the other gods, and assured the 
priests of his favour and support. ^ If the Jewish authori^- 
ties were to help him in his campaigns through Asia with 
their knowledge of distances, their corresponderKS in 
remote cities, ^jtheir exceptional geographical knowle^dge, 
the Egyptian priests were to serve him in another way ; 
they were to secure to him without disturbance the supplies 
of provisions and money which ih that favoured country 
seemed unlimited, even in troublous times and under the 
grossest misgovernment. Some six millions — the Ptolemies 
raised the figure to seven and a half — of hard-working fellahs 
were trained by hereditary oppression to work for their 
masters, and pay taxes out of all proportion to the size of 
the country. This safe and certain source of revenue was 
at the moment of great importance to the new king, who 
had not yet seized the great hoards of treasure at Susa 
and Persepolis. His own treasury was at the lowest ebb, 
though his conquests may have already obtained for him 
considerable pecuniary credit.^ 

§ 7. But we are only concerned with Alexander so far as 
we can explain through his acts more clearly the policy of 
his successor in the sovranty of Egypt. We hear th^t he 
appointed two Egyptians, Peteesis and Doloaspis, nomarchs 
of the provinces, of which he created for this purpose 
but two, probably Upper and Lower Egypt. Doloaspis, 
who presently obtained the whole management, has a 
name which hardly seems to be Egyptian, Peteesis, on 
the other hand, was the name of several native officials 
of importance in later generations. There were several^ 

^ With these ceremonies he combined a gymnic and musical contest 
among artists brought from Greece. Arrian loc. cit, 

* The Egyptian priests also supplied him with a sentimental dignity 
which will come before the reader presently. 
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Greeks and Macedonian grandees also appointed for mili- 
ary purposes, and to look after the treasury.^ Of these 
one only, Cleomenes, maintaine4 his importance for some 
year^ He was indeed the chief adviser of the king at 
the founding of Alexandria, if pseudo-Callisthenes,^ here 
apparently well-informed, is to be trusted; but in the 
sequel, and when no longer under Alexander’s eye, he 
earned a reputation for dishonesty and injustice. But, of 
course, all these appointments were merely provisional, 
pending a reconstruction of the Persian Empire.^ 

§ 8. Two acts only of the king were plainly intended 
as declarations of a deliberate policy. He had no time to 
visit Upper Egypt, but took care to send a detachment of 
troops under Apollonides as far as Elephantine,^ to exhibit 
his authority. He himself, having made his peace with 

^ B. Niese Hellenismus i. p. 87 gives a good summary of the details. 
I can make nothing of Suidas’ note on paalXeiot rraWes 
oXriyes icarA irphaTa^iv 'AXe^. roO Maic. tA woXifJua iJ^iiffKovv iv AiyOTrrtp, 
and suspect the last word should be Alyaus (viz. Aegae), the old seat 
of the Macedonian kings. Diod. (xvii. 48) says that he received 
reinforcements from Greece before he left Egypt (331 B.c. spring). 
Possibly this may be the fact concealed in the note. 

2 i. 30. I quote from the /3/os ’AXef. edited by C. Muller with 
Arrian, in the Didot series. 

® Arrian iii. 5 gives a list of these officers, and notices the sub- 
division of charges, implying an apprehension on the part of Alexander, 
lest a single ruler of Egypt might cause him serious difficulties in case 
of revolt. This fear, he adds, the Romans seem to have learned from 
Alexander, since they exclude senators from governing it. He also 
notices that Cleomenes, the general collector of the taxes, was made 
governor not of Libya, but of Arabia, which lay far away from that 
person’s native town Naukratis. 

* There is evidence that this was now a penal settlement, probably 
to utilise th^, labour of the prisoners in the granite quarries, for Alexander 
sent there certain Chian political prisoners from Memphis (Arrian iii. 
2, 7). I shall produce some evidence in the sequel that it was not yet a 
town or vbXiSi though Arrian calls it so. 
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the priests of Memphis, and consulted with them — though 
of course any such consultation was carefully kept a secr^ 
— set out by the western branch of the Nile, on his 
circuitous route to the temple of Jupiter Amon i(! the 
oasis now called that of Siwah. During his circui^ the 
priests were, of course, duly informed of his approach by 
a detachment sent across the desert from Memphis.^ They, 
therefore, were quite prepared for him, and instructed how 
to receive him. 

Meanwhile his sail down the Canopic arm must have 
led him close by the old Greek city of Naukratis, founded 
upon a lesser arm, the Herakleotic, more to the west than 
even the Canopic. And as this Herakleotic arm or canal 
opened into the Canopic — for we know that the waterway 
from the sea to Naukratis was to ascend the latter arm 
— it is most likely that Alexander, who had done every- 
thing hitherto to favour the Egyptians, received some 
petitions or representations from the ancient Greek settle- 
ment, and visited it on his way to the sea. Nor is it 
likely that they should not have claimed wider privileges 
through the agency of Cleomenes, now a great state- 
officer, selected from Naukratis, to control the finances of 
the country ; and who is said by Justin (xiii. 4) to have been 
one of the architects of Alexandria^ along with Deinocrates : 
moreover Alexander was bound to show them that he did not 
mean his new province to be anti-Hellenic. ^ Hitherto the 
Naukratites had been under all manner of jealous restric- 
tions, which, though relaxed in recent times, might be 

^ Per praemissos subornat antistites quid sibi responderi veltf^ 
Justin xi. II. 

2 We now know, from the recent discoveries of Mr. Petriij^Jiat the city 
was allowed to coin, at least copper, during Alexander’s reign ; this the 
legends NAT and AAE render certain. Cf. B. Head in Numismatic 
Chronicle vi. 3rd series, p. ii. 
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reimposed by nationalist kings or governors. But if 
Alexander did visit their city, he found it considerably 
decayed, and situated on a water-way quite inadequate 
for tife increasing trade with the north and west. There- 
fore^! cannot but think that the proximity of Naukratis 
had some influence in determining the site of his new 
foundation at the western point of Egypt (331-0 b.c. 
winter). If the Naukratites asked for privileges, he could 
offer them such of tenfold value at the new site he had 
chosen, on the sea, and communicating with the old Greek 
njfirt by an easy water-way. It is even likely that a canal 
led straight from Naukratis into Lake Mareotis, and so to 
the new Alexandria in a few hours. ^ 

§ 9. This very obvious reason for Alexander's choice 
of the new site is not mentioned by the few ancient 
historians who are left to tell us about his famous founda- 
tion. They regale us instead with the prodigies which 
accompanied it,^ while their modern successors insist upon 
the rare genius which foresaw the suitabilities of the place. 
With these latter I am not in harmony. Alexander 
possessed undoubted genius, and his city was eminently 
successful, but it is almost certain that had he founded it 
anywhere else on the coast, say at Canopus or at Aboukir 
Bay, it would have made little difference. He plainly 
intended it to look to the west for its wealth. The 
traders of Naukratis must have always turned in the same 

^ That Naukratis was not absorbed by Alexandria appears from the 
buildings there of Ptolemy II., and from the mention of it under 
Ptolemies IV., V., and VII., as will appear in the sequel. 

® Thus Plutarch {A/exafu/er 26) says it was a figure (Homer ?) 
appearii-.j^V a dream and reciting a line from the Odyssey (iv. 354) 
which turned his attention to Pharos. Pseudo-Callisthenes says the 
oracle of Amon instructed him, and gives the verses of the alleged 
response (i. 30). 
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direction. The coast has not been sufficiently surveyed 
to tell us whether other’ bays have not equal facilitiae 
for harbouring ships. Aboukir Bay certainly held fleets 
in recent days far more difficult to harbour than weff the 
greatest Alexandrian merchantmen. Nor is either entrance 
into the harbours of Alexandria free from great risk. In 
fine it appears to me that the moment had come when 
any port on the Delta, in communication with an arm of 
the Nile, and open to foreign trade, must inevitably have 
a great success. It was, I believe, not the eagle eye of 
the conqueror, but the proximity of Naukratis, and t^Je 
representations of its traders, which led him to choose 
the western extreme of the Delta. It replaced at once 
the port at the Canopic mouth of the river. It could 
not replace Pelusium, which was a great frontier fortress 
and which lasted throughout the Ptolemaic epoch, and 
probably far later, as the natural harbour for Syrian 
traffic.^ 

§ lo. The next point of interest in Alexander’s pro- 
gress is his visit to the remote oasis of Amon,^ with great 
risk and trouble, to accomplish an object which could 

^ Alexander appointed I’olemon governor of this fortress, and we 
find in the Revenue (or Tax-farming) Papyrus, col. 52 ocrot 5 c tuv 
eiJ.vopu>tf eK TLrjXovaiov ^eviKov €\aiov ij hvpov TrapaKOfii^uaiv eis AXe^av- 
dpeiav areXets co’Twcrai' av/xpoXov 5 e KOfJn^^Tuxrav irapa tov e/x ni^XoucrKui 
KaSearriKOTos . . . The title to be given to this important document is 
not yet fixed. We hope to publish it in the course of this year (1895). 
Its ordinances are dated 262 and 258 B.c. 

* Some of our authorities, Diodorus xvii. 52, Justin xi. Ii, Curtius, 
iv. 7, speak as if the city had not been founded till Alexander’s return 
from the oasis. Arrian and Plutarch are explicit that it was otherwise.* 
The discrepancy is hardly worth mentioning, for though he may have 
planned and given orders about the site before his visit t«^mon, he, 
of course, resumed the matter and gave more attention to it upon his 
return. Justin adds a very significant expression : Alexandriam 
condiditi et coloniam Macedonum captit esse Aegypti jubet. 
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apparently have been compassed by consulting the 
priests of Memphis, or of the accredited oracles in many 
‘ ifellenic countries. But what was his object ? Some 
mod^n historians, shocked that so great a person should 
have coveted the sham prestige of a divine origin, insist 
that St was only a matter of policy to overawe Orientals, 
and that on Greeks and Macedonians the conqueror never 
sought to impose his own divinity. The sceptical spirit 
of the Greeks, they think, was as ready to scoff at any 
such assumption as we should be, nor is any really 
great man likely to promote or trade upon a manifest 
infjDosture. 

Our ancient evidence on the other hand is consistent 


that he did advance such claims, and if Arrian only 
mentions sundry miracles which happened on the journey 
to the oasis, he in no way contradicts Diodorus and others 
as to the king’s main object, and even assumes that such 
claims were well known to his soldiers on subsequent 
occasions. During the mutiny at Babylon they jeer at 
him by telling him to apply to his father for an army — 
viz. to Zeus-Amon. When he dies it is decreed that he 


shall be buried in the temple of the god, not (as Perdikkas 
ordered, when he saw his mistake) at Aegae among the 
Macedonian kings. These indirect evidences are quite 
conclusive. Modern thinkers brought up under the influ- 
ences of that Semitic spirit which places a single deity at 
a vast distance above man, are apt to forget that among 
people such as the Greeks and Egyptians, the divine 
and the human were not so far apart. Greek legends 
were full of instances of divine parentage among mortals, 
and if ^.philosophers scouted such myths as absurd and 
unw">rthy of the gods, or as evidences that these gods were 
unreal, we know that the ordinary public, even long after 



14 


THE EMPIRE OF THE PTOLEMIES 


CHAP. 


Alexander’s day, were ready to attribute any extraordinary 
manifestation of human excellence, or even strange 
eccentricities in human character, to the fancy of a gcfd 
for a love adventure with a mortal. There is nothing 
known to us of Alexander which permits us to picture him 
as a cool sceptic ridiculing such popular beliefs. Oft the 
contrary, the daemonic force, the deep enthusiasm, the 
absolute confidence in his own primacy among men, which 
moulded his life and determined his actions, are the very 
qualities we should expect from a man convinced that his 
origin was more than human.^ In Egypt too he learned 
that the old indigenous kings had all ranked as gods, aSid 
had been called the sons of gods quite other than their 
human fathers, without the smallest disrespect to their 
mothers, or to the relations between their earthly parents. 
We may go so far as to say that if Alexander had neglected 
or refused to accept divine honours in Egypt and the 
East, it would have been thought strange in those days. 
That he should accept them in the East, and not require 
them from his Greek subjects, would imply not only a 
policy opposed to that of fusing East and West into one 
common civilisation, but a curious ignorance of the readi- 
ness of Greek cities to decree divine honours to any 
benefactor. The Athens which presently lavished idolatry 
upon Demetrius the Besieger, was not likely to make 
difficulties about worshipping Alexander, whenever hope 
of favour or dread of disfavour might suggest it. Taking it 
therefore as certain that Alexander as well from exaltation 

^ Arrian appreciates this perfectly ; cf. iii. 3, 2 ^AXe^dpdpip 5 ^ <f>i\oTiiila 

irpbs Hepa-ia /cal'Ilpa/cX^a, Airb yipovi re 6pti tov &fi<f>oip kuL ti Kal ainrbs 
rrji yep^<r€(os rijs iavroO is "ApLfiujpa dpiipcpe, Kal oCip wap* ’*!f]lt{xu)Pa raihji 
rj ypdijJLXi iffriWerOf ws ical tA oOtoV drpeKijTepop eladpLePos ij ^(Tljp re 
iypwKipai, 
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of mind as from policy desired to claim a superhuman 
^ origin, it still remains for us to inquire why he chose the 
^fficult and dangerous journey to the far oasis in order to 
obtai§ his desire. 

§ II. It is hardly necessary to insist upon the strong 
attraTition which difficulties presented to the royal 
adventurer. No feature in his character has been more 
consistently attested by history and by legend.^ The sober 
ground of his choice lay in the fact that this oracle of 
Amon, regarded with awe by the Egyptians as a sanctum 
of their religion protected by nature from all profane con- 
tact, was also the only one in Egypt which the Greeks for 
centuries back had known and consulted.^ Possibly the 
Greeks of Naukratis, and those of Gyrene, had something 

^ Cf. Arrian’s account of the journey with its marvels, iii. 3. 

® Pausanias (ix. 16, i) tells us that Pindar (who alludes to this 
god : Albs iv ’’A/x/iwj/os 0 €iJi^$\oiSf Pyth. iv. 28) had written an ode 
for the Libyan priests of Amon, of which he saw a copy on a 
triangular stele at the temple of Amon at Boeotian Thebes beside an 
altar erected in honour of the god by the first Ptolemy. Pindar 
had also set up a statue of the god there, probably to commemorate 
his liberal treatment by the Libyans. Lysander was said by Ephorus 
to have visited this remote oracle (Plut. Lys,^ 25) in connexion 
with his attempts to bribe other oracles of the Greek world, and 
Pausanias (iii. 18, 3) says he saw an old temple of Amon at Sparta. 
He found the same thing at Elis (v. 15, ii). Plutarch tells us 
{Kimon 18) that Kimon sent a secret inquiry to the oasis from Cyprus, 
and that the god replied to his envoys that Kimon had died during their 
. journey. If these notices are all from late writers, we can show 
early familiarity with the oracle at Athens from Aristophanes {Birds 
619, 716), where it is classed with Dodona and Delphi. These refer- 
ences, which are not an exhaustive list, are sufficient to prove the 
high and general reputation of this temple of Amon in the Greek world. 
In addition to our ancient authorities for this passage in Alexander’s 
history (AKl8n, Plutarch, Diodorus, Curtius, Justin), there are special 
articles on the oracle by Parthey (Berlin Abkand, for 1862) and Bliimner 
(Budingen Program^ 1868). 
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to do with this curious fact. Either of them may have 
thought it worth while to undertake the journey of i8o 
miles from Paraetonium, which they could reach by se^^ 
to obtain the tpade with the whole series of oases, jfhose 
produce comes to that of Siwah by caravan from the 
south. At all events, this oracle had a recognised aifthor- 
ity throughout the Hellenic world, which none of the 
shrines of Memphis or of Thebes, however splendid, had 
attained. 

It happened also that on his way westward, Alexander 
received the voluntary submission of Cyrene,^ which thus 
became legitimately a province of Egypt, and gave the 
Ptolemies that title to its sovranty, which was of great 
importance in the diplomatic disputes of the Hellenistic 
world. Upon his return from the oracle Alexander went to 
Memphis, whether by Alexandria or across the desert directly 
was a point upon which first-rate authorities, Aristobulus 
and Ptolemy, differed. From thence, having bridged the 
Nile and the various arms he required to cross, he brought 
his army to Phoenicia. 

§ 12. We have now reviewed the historical incidents 
of Alexander’s occupation of Egypt, giving stress to those 
which have been misunderstood, or required explanation, 
and to those which suggested to the Ptolemies the 
principles of their administration. Briefly; Alexander 
had asserted the dignity and credibility of the Egyptian 
religion, and his determination to support it, and receive 
support from it. He had refused to alter the local 

administration, and had even appointed some native officials 
to superintend it. On the other hand he had placed the 
control of the garrison and the central auth ori^ in the 
hands of Macedonians and Greeks, and had founded a 
^ Died. xvii. 49 ; Arrian omits this. 
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new capital, which could not but be a Hellenistic city, and 
a rallying point for all the Greek traders throughout the 
Sountry. The port of Canopus was formally closed, and 
it^u^iness transferred to the new city. That of Naukratis 
found its way there of necessity, though the old site was 
not A)andoned and furnished in after days several dis- 
tinguished authors to Greek literature.^ 

We hear little hereafter of the other great cities of the 
Delta — unless it be in the occasional national revolts : — 
Sais, which had for some time been the Egyptian capital, 
but which may now have been partly absorbed by Alex- 
anaria; farther off, Tanis and Bubastos, the former of 
which was certainly the scene of a convocation of priests 
in the third Ptolemy’s time. Pelusium, as we now know, 
remained the port for Syrian merchandise. ^ 

During the succeeding decade of Alexander’s conquests, 
we hear of no disturbance in Egypt, beyond stray complaints 
of the misconduct of Cleomenes, which reached the ears of 
Alexander.^ But it is to be noted that on the death of his 
favourite Hephaestion, Alexander again applied to the oracle 
of Amon, as to the honours possible for his friend. Even 

^ Philistus, Apollonius, Polycharmus, Charon, Lykeas, Staphylus in 
the Ptolemaic age; Chaeremon, Athenaeus and Julius Pollux in the late 
Roman. 

2 It is stated by Josephus {Antiqq. xi. 86) that Alexander settled in 
the Thebaid many Samaritans, whose quarrels with the Jews made 
them willing emigrants ; they had land-lots assigned to them, and the 
garrisoning of Upper Egypt. I do not believe this statement, though I 
have found in the Fayyum frequent mention, not only of Jews, but of 
a village called Samaria, in the middle of the third century B.c. But I 
do not believe that Samaritans were settled there till the new dynasty 
was established. This new evidence disposes of the extreme scepticism 
of Niese {Gesch, des Hell, i. 83 note), who thinks this whole Jewish 
episode in Josephus an invention of the second century B.c. 

® Arrian vii. 23. Aristotle Oecm, ii. p. 1352-3 gives various 
instances of Cleomenes* dishonesty to merchants and to tax-payers* 

C 



i8 


THE EMPIRE OF THE PTOLEMIES 


CHAP. I 


in his case, Alexander was ready to admit some admixture 
of divinity. The account of these things in Arrian’s 
seventh book confirms the view above taken regardii^ 
Alexander’s deliberate claims. # 

Such then was the immediate preparation of the country 
for the rise of a new and glorious dynasty. * 
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CHAPTER II 


PTOLEMY I, SATRAP (322-307 B.C.) 

§ 13. Among the extant historians none has thought it 
worth while to tell us whether the future King of Egypt 
was there attending upon Alexander, and what impressions 
he derived from his visit. In his own history of 
Alexander’s campaigns, written perhaps forty years after, 
he seems not to have laid any stress upon this point ; and 
yet it is more than probable that he went to Egypt with 
Alexander, and was impressed with the richness and the 
security of this new province. For its fruitfulness was only 
equalled by its isolation, there being natural frontiers of 
desert, marsh, and water which bar out all easy access. 
We are not told that Ptolemy went with the king to the 
oracle of Amon, and from the discrepancy mentioned 
by Arrian regarding the miracles on the way and the 
route of Alexander’s return,^ no safe conclusion can be 
drawn. 

Ptolemy, son of Lagos and Arsinoe,® was some years 
older than the king, probably born in b.c. 367, but still 

^ Above § Ti. 

2 For thw year of his birth we have no better authority than the infer- 
ence from Lucian Macrob. 12. Suidas sub voc. Aaybs repeats the fable 
that when exposed by Lagos, who repudiated the paternity, the child was 
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young enough to have been one of his companions at 
Miezr* during his education, and so intimate with him 
during the domestic quarrels at the court of Philip th 0 
he was exiled with other friends of the young pihrce, 
and only returned to court on Alexander's accession.^ 
These meagre facts are, however, sufficient to enable ^]s to 
contradict the current legend,^ that Ptolemy was of mean 
extraction, a mere soldier of fortune, whose only claim to 
blue blood was a possible intimacy of his mother with 
King Philip of Maccdon. That some indiscreet flatterer 
may in after days have sought to make him a half-brother 
of the great king is likely enough, but the fact of his befng 
the young Alexander’s playfellow shows clearly that he 
came from one of those high families in Macedon — we 
might almost call them feudal nobles — who furnished 
the fSaariXtKol iralBes Or pages for the royal household. 
His very exile by Philip shows that his name must have 
had some importance at the court. On the other hand 
the historians never cite his noble origin as a cause 
of his popularity or position with the Macedonians, as 
they do in the case of Krateros, Perdikkas or Leon- 
natos. 

§ 14. It has been inferred by E. Revillout from Egyptian 
inscriptions that he concealed his father’s name, and called 
himself Ptolemy son of Ptolemy.^ We are further told 
that the LXX refused to translate the Hebrew word for the 
unclean ^are in Leviticus with Aayws, as it would be a 

taken care of by an eagle. This fable was probably suggested by the 
eagle which figures on the coins of Ptolemy and his successors. An 
anecdote of Plutarch {de ira cohib, 9) also implies that Lagos was of 
mean birth. Both Ptolemaios and Arsinoe are very old Greek names, 
the former occurring in Homer. 

^ Arrian iii. 6, 5. 2 Justin xiii. 4. 

• Revillout Rev, Egypt, i. p. ii. 
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reflection on the royal name.^ All the evidence to be 
bad from Greek documents contradicts these inferences. 
Siusanias tells us more than once ^ that on votive offer- 
ing^t Thebes in Boeotia and at Delphi, Ptolemy called 
him^lf merely ‘the Macedonian,’ though he was king. 
This, however, was the correct Greek fashion, and only 
shows an absence of needless boasting. We now know ^ 
that he dedicated a gold cup at Delos with the 
inscription UroXefjLaLos Aayov Ma/ccSwv. The texts written 
in demotic and cited by Revillout, which are dated ‘ in 
the reign of Ptolemy son of Ptolemy,’ are therefore not of 
the first, but of the second Ptolemy.^ There is also a 
Cyprian inscription (C/G 2613) ending — 

Upa^ayopas 8 ovop €(t\ov €WLKX.€6Sf ov irpiv €7r av8po)V 
OrfKaTO AayctSas KOLpavo^ rjyepova. 

But in reply to Revillout’s two statements, unproven, and 
perhaps even leading to opposite conclusions — for if the 
name of Lagos had been indeed suppressed, why avoid an 
ordinary Greek word a generation later? — it is enough 

^ The word is SaaiJTrovs, used very frequently by Aristotle, and 
apparently for the rabbit. The hares of Egypt were noted by him 
as a small variety. 

2 vi. 3, I ; X. 7, 8. 

8 Bull Corresp, Hell (BCH) vi. 48. 

^ I have published a Greek instance in the Petrie Papyri (ii. xxiv). 
The Revenue Papyrus, col. 24, gives another distinct instance of the year 
27 of the second Ptolemy. The theory of Revillout was refuted Jong 
since (P^, Mus. vol. xxxviii. 1883) by Wiedemann, who, however, 
infers from the non -occurrence of the formula in demotic papers of 
the years 9 and 10 (of Ptolemy II.), before the marriage of Arsinoe II., 
and in the papers of the years 33 and 36 after her death, that it was 
first a precaution to secure the succession against any possible children, 
afterwards, q^ainst any schemes, of the second queen. But this conclu- 
sirn is not confirmed by more recent evidence. For we now put the 
marriage of Arsinoe II. earlier, and we have a date of the year 27 
attesting the association of the prince. Cf. Addit. Notes p. 487. 
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to State that in the Encomium of Theocritus upon 
the second Ptolemy, his father is formally called AayciSa^ 
or son of Lagos,^ Athenaeus (576 e) mentions 
of the first Ptolemy, called Lagos. I have also round 
in the papyri of the Fayyum ^ repeated mention# of a 
village LagiSy side by side with Berenikis, Philadelphia, 
and other names in honour of the royal family. Theo- 
critus, moreover, does not think the title Lageidas incon- 
sistent with the assertion that both Alexander and Ptolemy 
were Herakleids, and became companions of the gods of 
Olympus on equal terms. Lagos therefore was no obstacle 
to this glorified genealogy. 

§ 15. Secondly, we may infer that Ptolemy’s appoint- 
ment to a place on the new king's staff was secured by the 
trifling adversity of his early banishment, not apparently 
by any early display of military genius. He was not 
among the original A.D.C., if so I may translate o-w/xaro- 
</)i;AaK€s, and was only promoted in Areia upon the treason 
of Demetrius.^ He was not appointed to any early 
independent command, such, for example, as Peukestas’ 
command of the Macedonian troops in Egypt. He 
worked his way upwards by the qualities of diligence, 
personal bravery and good temper, so as to be one of Alex- 
ander’s best generals of division. The accounts of his 
military prowess, notably his part in the attack on Aornos 
and the capture of Bessus, have not lost in their transmission 
to us from his own narrative of the great campaigns.^ He 
seems to have kept clear of all the jealousies and quarrels 
among the generals, which even Alexander found it hard to 

^ This point from Theocritus {Idyll, xvii.) is notivcM^ by Krall 
Studien ii. 23. 

* Cf. Petrie Papyri li. pp. 92, 95, 98. 

^ Arrian iii. 27, 5 in the conspiracy of Philotas. ^ Ibid. iv. 29. 
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quell. These excellent qualities of minding his own business 
thoroughly, and meddling with none of his colleagues, may 
explain why we have hardly any personal anecdotes of 
hin^urviving. There are few eminent men in history who 
have^left us a clearer general notion, or a fainter individual 
image, of their personality. He was no doubt like many 
of his brother-ofificers a dashing soldier ; he was rather a 
prudent and safe than a brilliant commander. We may 
say of him that if he had excited no enmity among his 
companions, so he had aroused no enthusiasm. As a 
lieutenant acting under Alexander, he was always, if we 
believe the histories based upon his memoirs, brilliantly 
successful. When in after days, in the full maturity of 
experience, he commanded his own armies, he gained 
some signal successes, but also met with some sore defeats. 
He was then indeed no longer pitted against Orientals, 
but against his own compeers, and this made a consider- 
able difference. But his readiness to retreat even after a 
victorious campaign shows a want of confidence in his own 
resources, and we find him throughout his long and 
successful life inaugurating that diplomatic habit which 
distinguished the court of Egypt in succeeding generations. 
Socially he stood in a very leading place. At the great 
‘ marriage of Europe and Asia,^ which Alexander ordered 
at Babylon, he was joined to the Princess Artakama, 
daughter of Artabazus, of whom we hear nothing subse- 
quently.^ The scandal-loving Athenaeus also tells us that 
after Alexander's death he formed an intimacy with the 
celebrated Greek courtezan Thais, and had by her three 
children, Leontiscus, again mentioned as taken prisoner 
by Dem^'trius in Cyprus in 307 b.c., Lagos, and a daughter 
Eirene, who married Eunostos, king of Soli in Cyprus. 

^ Arrian vii. 4. 
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§ i6. In the summer of 323 b.c. the great crisis, which 
many men must have foreseen as probable, fell suddenly 
upon the world. Alexander died after a fever of 
days’ duration. He was making great preparations, ^ the 
moment, for the conquest of Arabia by sea and lan^, and 
we may be sure all the information available about the 
wealth of Yemen, and the sea-way from thence to Egypt 
by the Red Sea, must have been gathered and brought 
before the king. Ptolemy, who was then in his intimate 
counsels, may have seen a new and undeveloped source 
of wealth likely to accrue to Egypt by this adventurous 
trade. Moreover, upon the king’s death, it is certain that 
nobody thought of him as the fit man for the regency — 
there were other Companions of Alexander both senior 
and more prominent ; it is equally certain that he alone 
among them all had his mind fully made up both as to 
the province he would choose and as to his future inde- 
pendence of the Royal House. He was the strongest 
advocate, says Pausanias,^ that the whole power should 
not be concentrated on Philip Arridaeus, and that the 
nations should be distributed into several royalties.^ He 
entered upon his province with a full conviction that this 
quarrel would be fought out in the first instance with 
Perdikkas, who as guardian and representative of the 
royal house (Philip Arridaeus and the infant Alexander) 

^ i. 6, 2 . 

® This statement Droysen interprets to mean that Ptolemy persuaded 
Perdikkas to set separate satraps over the several provinces, thus 
removing them from the court (which Perdikkas desired), but also giving 
them an opportunity to fortify themselves in their several countries (which 
Ptolemy desired). On the events following Alexander’s death we have 
besides Diodorus (xviii.) the good epitome by Pliotius of Adrian’s Events 
after Alexander (in Didot’s Arrian, with other historians of Alexander). 
The compendium of Justin throughout is only of value because we some- 
times have no other information. 
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was determined to maintain his actual authority over 
the whole empire. ‘ Ptolemy/ says Diodorus/ ‘ took 
^er Egypt without disturbance, and treated the natives 
wiOT kindness; received in the country 8000 talents, 
collgcted a mercenary force and organised his power; 
moreover, there ran together to him a crowd of his 
friends on account of his popularity. He also sent an 
embassy to Antipater to make joint cause with him, seeing 
plainly that Perdikkas would attempt to oust him from the 
satrapy of Egypt.* For that purpose Cleomenes, now the 
sole manager of Egypt, had not been superseded, but 
associated with him.2 This policy Ptolemy foiled by 
putting Cleomenes to death, an act hardly unjust, 
and certainly not unpopular in Egypt, if we accept 
the tales of dishonesty and oppression told of that 
governor.^ Perdikkas, however, turned his attention first 
to Ariarathes of Cappadocia, and to the cities of Pisidia 
which were disobedient, in both of which cases his cruelty 
as a conqueror showed the world plainly what sort of 
successor to Alexander’s rule they would have in -him. 
He had thus, before he turned to attack Ptolemy, alienated 
the other satraps, and especially Antigonus, who had to 
fly for his life. 

§ 17. During the two years that elapsed after the death 
of Alexander, Ptolemy had gained several considerable ad- 
vantages, one sentimental, the others solid. The council 
of generals in Babylon had directed that the body of 
Alexander should be set on a magnificent catafalque, 
and brought to the oasis of Amon, there to be laid 
to rest. The splendour of the bier, which was drawn 
by 64 nuies, and its military escort, commanded by Arra- 

^ xviii. 14. 3 Arrian vii. 23. 

* Aristotle Oecm. ii. p. 1352. 
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baeus,^ a distinguished Macedonian noble and staff-oflficer 
of Alexander, excited the deepest interest. All the world 
came out to see the splendid procession, which was 
by Ptolemy in Syria with a large force, and, in spire of 
Perdikkas having countermanded that the dead king sljpuld 
go to Egypt, and having ordered him to be brought to 
Aegae, the ancient necropolis of the Macedonian kings, 
the catafalque was led by Ptolemy' to Pelusium, and thence 
(probably on a state barge) to Memphis, where the 
sarcophagus of gold remained for some time (we know 
not how long), nominally on its way to the oasis, really 
awaiting its final resting-place at Alexandria. For as 
yet the Serna, a special temple for its reception, was not 
ready. Moreover, until Ptolemy was assured of his supre- 
macy on the sea, a hostile fleet might carry off the golden 
sarcophagus by a sudden raid. To capture it at Memphis 
would mean to conquer the whole of Lower Egypt. The 
explicit narrative of Diodorus, the recently-recovered frag- 
ments of Arrian, 2 and the absence of all contrary statement, 
make this episode in our history so certain that we may 
well wonder at the boldness of those who assert that 
a splendid sarcophagus of some Sidonian king, probably 
Hephaestion’s nominee,^ who was buried with memlSers of 
his family at Saida, might be, if not the actual tomb, at 
least intended for the shrine of the great king's body.^ 

^ Diodorus calls him Arridaeus, which Droyscn corrects without 
venturing to adopt the correction in his text. 

2 These fragments are from a palimpsest in the Vatican found by 
Reitzenstein in i886, containing remains of the seventh book of the 
sequel to Alexander’s life, written by Arrian. They are published in 
the Breslauer Philolog, Abh, iii. 3 (Breslau, 1888). 

* Diod. xvil. 47. ^ 

^ This sarcophagus is now the priceless ornament of the museum at 
Constantinople, where it is surrounded by the lesser monuments made 
by the same artists for the king’s family. The official account of the 
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This acquisition added more than we can estimate to 
the prestige of Ptolemy’s satrapy. If the tent of Alexander, 
his imaginary presence, was enough to sway the turbu- 
lenr Macedonian soldiery,^ what must the effect have been 
of ppssessing his actual remains? 

§ 18.2 But it brought the satrap of Egypt into direct 
opposition to the regent Perdikkas, who desired a good 
excuse to pass with an army into Macedonia and oust 
Antipater, and for this purpose announced that he in- 
tended himself to escort Alexander’s body to Aegae. He 
had sent two officers. Attains and Polemo, to see that 
Arrabaeus did not bring it to Egypt ; but this officer’s 
obstinacy, and Ptolemy’s armed intervention, could not be 
baulked by their interference. 

Seeing then that a conflict with the regent and 
his forces was in prospect, it was highly desirable that 
Ptolemy should strengthen his position. His first care 
was to make alliance with the kings of the cities of Cyprus, 
who not only manned a large fleet, but actually attacked 

discovery, with magnificent reproductions, is Haindi Bey’s Une Nkropole 
royah de Sidon^ Paris, 1892, of which the three parts have appeared. 

^ Hiod. xviii. 60, 61. 

® The narrative of the complicated wars in this and the next chapter 
is confined to those operations in which Ptolemy was directly con- 
cerned, or which are necessary to explain his action. Our principal 
authorities are Diodorus (xviii.), Plutarch {Eutnenes^ Demetrius)^ and 
the meagre abstracts of the history of the period in Justin and Pausanias 
(i. 6). I have not thought it necessary to give references to these 
authors for every statement. Stray lights from other ancient authorities 
are carefully indicated. The only treatment of this perplexed period by 
an English historian is that of Thirlwall, so far as it refers to the history 
of Greece. In German Droysen’s Uellenismus is still the best book, 
though th^e is a briefer and more modern account, with occasional 
rew matter, in B. Niese’s Geschichte der Griechischen und Makedonischen 
Staaten^ part i. Gotha, 1893 ; and a book of brilliant suggestiveness, 
though I disagree with it in some points, Holm’s Griech. Geschichte vol. 4. 
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the only town — Marea — in the island which refused to 
join them. Thus he obtained a great addition to his fleet, 
which from the first was vital to him. The only real darjjp^ 
to Egypt was an attack by sea. Perdikkas indeed sent a 
Phoenician fleet to subdue the Cypriote kings, ^ but i]jean- 
while Antigonus, satrap of Phrygia, had been obliged to fly 
for his life from Perdikkas, and take refuge in Macedonia, 
where his representations to Antipater and Krateros 
awakened ii\them a sense of their danger, and a readiness 
to send ambassadors to Ptolemy, entreating an alliance 
against the regent. Antigonus was at once dispatcl^d 
with a fleet, and, in conjunction with the Cypriote kings, 
defeated or checked the regent’s fleet. Antigonus seems 
to have remained some time in Cyprus, and thus to have 
at least negatively aided Ptolemy in securing him from an 
invasion by sea. 

§ 19. Fortune too, as usual, lent her aid to the skilful 
diplomatist. The embezzled wealth of Harpalus, so 
notorious in connexion with the disgrace of Demosthenes, 
excited the cupidity of others besides Athenian patriots. 
The wretched creature himself was murdered by his com- 
rade the Lacedaemonian Thibron, who then hired mercen- 
aries with the money, and was in Crete ready for an offer 
of employment. It soon came to him from Cyrene, or 
rather from the usual nemesis of Greek republics — a band 
of political exiles seeking restitution. Alexander’s last edict 
restoring exiles throughout Hellas had indeed, as was in- 
tended, stirred up everywhere a nest of hornets. Thibron, 
who seems to have intended to make himself despot over 
all the Cyrenaica and the neighbouring Libyans, was at 
first very successful, but by estranging his ablest ^i«utenant 

^ So far the details of this Cypriote struggle are pi eserved in Reitzen- 
stein’s Fragg, § 6. 
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through his parsimony he strengthened his adversaries, the 
aristocrats; and so we have the edifying spectacle of the two 
Vlasses in Cyrene each trying to destroy the other by means 
of^reign help. Into the details of this savage quarrel 
we need not enter. ^ The aristocrats seem to have tried 
every other available ally — Libyans and Carthaginians — 
before they turned to Ptolemy. Even when he sent his 
general Ophelas to support this party, the whole state 
seemed ready to unite against so dangerous an arbitrator. 
But Ptolemy was too strong for them, and wlien he came 
himself to support Ophelas the Cyreneans submitted to his 
aAhority, and accepted Ophelas as governor. 

The reflection of Diodorus ^ on the peaceful solution of 
this sanguinary internecine struggle is characteristic. It 
was the right thing for a respectable literary man to say, 
though it was unmeaning, if not mischievous : ‘ Thus the 
Cyreneans having sacrificed their freedom were ranged 
under the sovran ty of Ptolemy.’ They had already, 
according to the same author, offered its surrender to 
Alexander, whom they met on his way to the oasis of 
Amon. But what did their liberty mean ? A long series 
of civil feuds, resulting in murders, exiles, and confisca- 
tions of property ; nor can we doubt that the moderate tax 
levied by Ptolemy was but a tithe of the war requisitions 
and other sudden losses entailed by their perpetual discord. 

§ 20. It is not stated by Diodorus at what exact time this 
acquisition of Cyrene was made by Egypt, but historians 
generally have assumed that it came (322 b.c.) shortly before 
the great invasion of Perdikkas, and so not only freed 

^ The best and fullest account of these troubles is still Thrige’s Jdes 
0 .frenenMtu%i^ a book published after the death of the author (Copen- 
hagen, 1828). It has been fully utilised by Droysen and Niese. 

^ xviii. 21 sub fin* 
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Ptolemy from any possible diversion on his west frontier, 
but added a considerable contingent of Cyreneans, or 
mercenaries employed by them, to his army. The Pet^ 
Papyri show that in the next generation Cyrenean veterans 
had received grants of land in Egypt, and if the inscriptions 
of their names which I found on the temple of Tothmes III. 
over against Wadi-Halfa date from Ptolemaic times, ^ and 
not earlier, we have evidence that they were employed on 
expeditions even as far as the second cataract. 

The details of Perdikkas’' invasion are preserved to 
us in Photius’ Epitome of Arrian and by Diodorus. But 
unfortunately the battles which the latter describes are 
mere conglomerations of facts, which give us little 
insight into the strategy and none into the tactics of the 
belligerents. I’erdikkas, bringing with him ‘the kings, ^ 
that is to say, Philip Arridaeus and his wife Eurydike, the 
infant Alexander, his mother Roxane, and their suite, 
advanced by land to the frontier with a force which could 
not be resisted in the open field. There seems to have 
been a formal accusation brought before the assembled 
Macedonians against Ptolemy for having disobeyed the 
regent’s commands.^ Ptolemy defended himself before 
this assembly with ability, and convinced many that 
he was in the right, but surely he was not there, in 
Perdikkas’ camp, in person, as Droysen hesitatingly, 

^ The difficulty in dating these names, Jason and Pasimenes, each 
styled livprivaiost arises from the fact that though evidently graved at 
the same time, probably on the same day, in large and deep letters, 
one uses C, the other J. The round form C was commonly sup- 
posed to mark a date not earlier than the second century B.C., but its 
regular occurrence in the dooi writing of the Petrie Papyri, which is 
far more archaic in style than the cursive hands, and which reaches 
back to near, or even beyond, 300 B.C., makes it quite possi^Mhat any 
mercenary of this date might have used it. Cf. Addit, Note p. 487. 

* Photius op, cit, § 28. 
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Niese^ categorically affirm. Antigonus had recently escaped 
for his life from such a trial before Perdikkas, and 
•purely Ptolemy was not such a fool as to put his 
he^ in the lion’s mouth. He probably had a written 
defence read by a friend. But of course though the 
Macedonian soldiers did not decide in favour of Per- 
dikkas, and even grumbled at the trial, mere argument 
was idle .2 The fleet which accompanied this army along 
the coast was commanded by Attains, and seems to have 
been unable to effect any independent diversion on the 
Egyptian coast. On the other hand the Egyptian fleet, if 
su{)erior, did not take the offensive, and permitted the fleet 
of Attains, even after the death of Perdikkas, to retreat 
with impunity to Tyre. The fleet of Antigonus, recently 
active off Ionia and Cyprus, is not mentioned as impeding, 
or even disturbing, the advance of Perdikkas. 

§ 21. His military operations on the frontier seem to 
have been three. In the first place, he cleared out an old 
and disused canal, probably to the east of his position, for 
the purpose of drawing off the water from the canaj 
front of him, which protected the Camels’ Fort. 
engineering work seems to have been successful, for aftt 
night march he crossed this canal without difficulty, anu 
all but surprised the fort. On the other hand, the water 
broke into the old channel he had opened with such 
violence as to cause loss and damage to his camp, and to 
give an excuse to the faint-hearted and disloyal among his 
followers to describe the operation as a failure, and to 
desert. Such as he could catch were put to death with 
torture as traitors, and so the contrast between his haughty 
and cruel severity and Ptolemy’s kindliness was made even 
niore manifest than before. 

^ ii. I, 28 ; i. 222 respectively. * Photius op, cit, § 20. 
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The Egyptians came up barely in time to occupy Camels* 
Fort, and in the assault which ensued, and which was 
beaten off with the greatest difficulty, Ptolemy showed his^’ 
well-known personal bravery, fighting as a soldier on^e 
ramparts. His most brilliant feat was the disabling of the 
leading elephant and his mahout, for there were no 
elephants on the Egyptian side, and therefore the Indian 
contingent with Perdikkas must have been his most for- 
midable arm.^ After the failure of the assault, the regent, 
with considerable strategic skill, abandoned his position by 
night, and by a forced march reached a point of the Nile 
near Memphis, where a large island in mid-stream, sufficie?it 
to hold all his camp, offered facilities for crossing. But, 
strange to say, Perdikkas seems to have had no better 
means of crossing rivers than wading at a ford. All the 
clever devices of his great master in the art of war seem 
to be forgotten. In this case the operation failed miser- 
ably. When a part of the army had reached the island, 
ithe ford was suddenly found to be deepening, and soon 
beei^nie Diodoruc cayc fhp fiiie sand at the 

Mac^^ disturbed by many feet floated down the 

rege.^^* PrcsentJy many were lost in attempting to cross, 
i-uany more in endeavouring to recross to the east bank. 
We are not told one word of what Perdikkas intended to 
do, had he succeeded in bringing his whole force to the 
island. For Ptolemy was ready upon the west bank, and 
could surely have starved him out on the island. When 
Diodorus says that in addition to those drowned, more 
than 1000 were devoured by crocodiles,^ we feel disposed 
to lower our estimate of his authority. Ptolemy saved all 

^ Diod. xviii. 34. • « 

® He says, xviii. 36, iXarrdycjy ij drfpioPpilyruv yeyoudrup, 

but can hardly have imagined any other monsters to have been at hand. 
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he could, no doubt with the help of boats, and gave the rest 
honourable and even ostentatious burial within sight of their 
comrades. So it came to pass that the discontent of the 
gen^als and the rage of the soldiers against their com- 
mander proceeded to mutiny, and Perdikkas was murdered 
after a struggle in his tent by his cavalry.^ 

§ 2 2. Ptolemy now held the game in his hands. He 
crossed without delay into the hostile camp, bringing 
ample provisions, lamenting the brave soldiers that had 
found a wretched death in the river, deprecating the war 
of friends against friends to maintain the claims of one 
ambitious spirit. The soldiers were unanimous in offering 
him the regency, and the charge of the royal princes. 
But the cautious and far-seeing man felt all the difficulties 
of the situation. It would bring about him men higher 
in dignity and with better claims; and who could tell at 
what moment a military revolt, headed by one of these rivals, 
would not remove him as Perdikkas had been removed? 
Even if no such catastrophe supervened, how could he 
hope to maintain his place in Egypt if the young Alexander 
grew up in his great father’s foundation at Alexandria, and 
claimed his hereditary rights? 

Such considerations led him to decline the honour with 
every courtesy, but with firmness. He was at the moment 
so powerful that he was even able to confer the dignity 
on those two of his comrades who had supported him 
against Perdikkas — Arrabaeus in the matter of the body of 
Alexander, Python who had excited the recent mutiny 
against the regent and caused his murder. But even 
these men, returning with the army to Syria, found the 
position ^so. difficult, that they imitated Ptolemy, and 
resigned the intolerable burden.^ 

* Photius op^ ciU § 28. ® Diod. xviii. 39. 

D 
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The new division of the empire at Triparadeisus (321 
B.C.) — for such it practically was — left Egypt with the adjoin- 
ing Libya, and ‘ what he could conquer towards the setting 
sun,^^ in Ptolemy’s hands, ‘for it was thought impo^Sble 
to oust him from Egypt which he held, as it were, by 
right of conquest ’ (SopLKTyjrov) which was the best of all 
titles in those days.^ 

§ 23. I incline to put the marriage of Ptolemy with 
Eurydike, daughter of Antipater, as Droysen does, at this 
point of our complicated history. He had indeed been 
married, along with all the Macedonian grandees, on the 
same day as Alexander the Great, and to Artakama, 
daughter of Artabazus, satrap of Bactria. But strange to 
say, besides Roxane the Queen, only two of these Persian 
brides reappear in after history, nor do we find even 
children of the rest mentioned. Whether the ladies were 
repudiated, or whether the whole affair was not considered 
as a huge joke, as soon as Alexander was dead, we cannot 
tell. 

Within a few months after the so-called settlement at 
Triparadeisus, new troubles broke out, those in Asia 
Minor being specially caused by the ambition of Antigonus, 
who now becomes the most active and prominent of the 
Diadochi. But while he was busy in his wars with 
Eumenes, Ptolemy took the opportunity (320 b.c.) of 
occupying Cyprus with his fleet, and then the satrapy of 
Syria, which he first tried to buy from Laomedon, but on 

^ Photius § 34. 2 Diod. xviii. 39. 

* The two were Amastris the daughter of Oxyartes, married to 
Krateros ; after his death dynast of Herakleia, and married in 302 B.C. 
to Lysimachus (Memnon iv. 10, in iii. 530) ; and Agame, daughter 
of the Sogdianian Spitamenes, Alexander’s ablest advers^h^y, married 
to Seleukos, and mother of Antiochus Soter, and thus of the Seleukid 
dynasty. 
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his refusal took him prisoner, and presently connived at 
his flight.^ In this easy and almost bloodless campaign, 
we hear that Ptolemy commanded the fleet, and entrusted 
Nilftmor with his land-army. 

It is fortunately no part of our duty to unravel the 
complications of the wars which followed, and which rent 
the Hellenistic world asunder for a whole generation. It 
is a tedious and unedifying labour. That Ptolemy was 
anxiously watching, and constantly meddling by diplomacy 
in all these quarrels is certain. But most of the details 
are lost. In 319 b.c. we hear that he was approached by 
Casander, who upon the appointment of Polyperchon by 
the dying Antipater as regent, had adopted the policy of 
independent satrapies with a sullen determination which 
ruthlessly brushed aside every obstacle, and led him to 
the murder of all the remaining members of the royal 
house. Ptolemy, however, was ready to approach this 
very unsympathetic person for private reasons, as well as 
in support of his anti-imperial policy. He desired to secure 
the province of Syria, which he had taken, from recapture 
by Antigonus. In this latter object, as we shall see, he did 
not succeed. 

§ 24. In the same year appeared the first of those mis- 
leading and mischievous proclamations of freedom to all the 
Greeks, which was imitated by all the rival satraps in turn, 
and remained a sort of political shibboleth down to the time 
of Nero. It was now merely a war measure on the part of 
the new regent Polyperchon, issued in the name of Philip 
Arridaeus, as ruler of Alexander’s empire, and intended to 
cause difficulties to Casander in Greece, and to Antigonus 
in Asia Minor. But it must have affected Ptolemy also, 
inasmuch as his recent subjugation of Cyrene was the very 
^ Appian Sj/r. 52 says that Laomedon bribed his jailors. 
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latest ‘enslavement of free and autonomous Hellenes,’ 
and therefore the most notorious. Diodorus professes to 
give us the actual text of this famous decree.^ The docu- 
ment is too long to quote, and with its details we ar«^ot 
concerned. But how real the proposed independence, may 
be inferred from one sentence near the end : ‘ and tfiat all 
the Greeks shall pass a decree, that no one is to serve in 
arms, or act politically against us ; and that if any one 
does so, he and his family shall be exiled, and their goods 
confiscated.’ 

But for the next four years the satrap of Egypt was not 
actively engaged in war, though the growing powef of 
Antigonus, who had overthrown all his other rivals, and 
removed by execution all who could not escape as Seleukos 
did, showed plainly what was coming. Seleukos arrived, 
a fugitive to Ptolemy in 316 b.c., and his case was 
made a casus belli against Antigonus by Casander and 
Lysimachus, who each claimed a share of the conquests 
they had promoted, and by Ptolemy, who only insisted 
upon the retention of Syria. So a war for the possession 
of Syria began in 315 b.c. But before we enter upon it, 
let us inquire what the satrap of Egypt had been doing 
during these four years to consolidate his power. 

§ 25. A very important event in his domestic life had 
taken place in 317 b.c.^ In spite of his previous marriage 

^ xviii. 56. That the feeling for autonomy, whether genuine or not, 
was in full swing in this generation, may be inferred from the violent 
decree of the Ilians against oligarchy and tyranny, recently published 
by Brllckner, which dates about 281 B.c., and was probably directed 
against the policy of Lysimachus towards the Asiatic cities. Cf. Sitzber, 
of Berlin Acad, for 1894, pp. 461 sq, Cf. also the decree of the Ionian 
cities discovered at Clazomenae, in which they petition Antiochus Soter 
to preserve their autonomy, BCH iox 1885, p. 389. • • 

* I have assumed this date with other historians because Berenike’s 
daughter Arsinoe was married to Lysimachus not later than 300 B.c., 
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to Eurydike, he now married Berenike, a grand-niece of 
Antipater, who had come in Eurydike^s retinue to Egypt. 
She^was already a widow, with a son Magas, and two 
daughters, Theoxena and Antigone. But when the scholiast 
on Theocritus says^ that Lagus was her father, and she 
therefore a step-sister of Ptolemy, it is likely he was misled 
by the formula ‘ wife and sister ’ applied to Egyptian queens 
as a mere title of honour, and which was probably used 
in many documents regarding the present princess. She 
seems to have been a person of amiable and yet strong 
cha*acter, and to have maintained her influence over her 
husband all the rest of her life. Polygamy was now the 
rule among the Diadochi, but so distinctly political were 
their marriages, that a new alliance did not imply even a 
divorce of sentiment between the husband and his previous 
wife. In the present case there is no evidence that 
Eurydike was divorced, neither do we hear of any domestic 
conflicts between Eurydike and Berenike. This speaks 
well indeed not only for the ladies, ^ but for the diplomatic 
skill of Ptolemy. The rivals for his affection might have 
given him more trouble than the rivals for his power. 
Berenike was, however, certainly the favourite, and was 
probably a good diplomatist, seeing that her son Magas 
became king of Cyrene, and her son Ptolemy, to the 

and because Pausanias says (i. 6) that Ptolemy already had children by 
Eurydike, whom he had married in 320 b.c. Cf. Acidic, Note p. 487. 

^ Schol. Theocrit. xvii. 61. 

® Koepp {Rh, Mus, for 1884, P- 209) adopts HempePs theory that 
two lines of Theocritus’ Encomium (xvii. 44), which he dates as far back 
as 276 B.C., allude to Eurydike viz. — 

dffrdpyov 8^ yvvaiKb^ iv dWorplip v6os aid, 

^^TfLdm 8b yovaly riKva. 8' oCiror' ioiKdra irarpf, 
and ihat the insinuation was justified by the career of Keraunos, and 
by the fact that Cyprus seems to have been in revolt, possibly under 
another son of Eurydike. These conjectures I regard as mere guesses. 
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exclusion of Eurydike’s older son, king of Egypt. Yet 
is this second marriage of Ptolemy passed by in silence 
by the historians who weary us with their con&ised 
accounts of resultless battles. Nor do they tell us one 
word of his internal policy, his successes in welding the 
diverse population of his kingdom into an organised and 
definite society. The restoration of the outer shrine of 
the great temple at Luxor, built by Tothmes III. and 
ruined by the Persians, took place during the nominal 
sovranty of Philip Arridaeus, and therefore quite early in 
Ptolemy’s satrapy. His restoration of the inner cella- was 
in the name of the boy-king Alexander.^ It is likely that 
even the latter restoration took place during the present 
interval of peace. For between the war of 315 b.c. and 
the young king’s murder by Casander in 31 1 or 310 b.c., 
Ptolemy had but little leisure to think of temples in Upper 
Egypt. The statue found (I believe) in this shrine, and sup- 
posed to represent the unfortunate king, is most remark- 
able as one of the very rare examples of the mixture of a 
Greek type with Egyptian attributes. The statue is one 
of a grown youth, older than Alexander IV. lived to be, but 
we need not find any difficulty in this ; for the artist, who 
had never seen him, would probably avoid representing the 
reigning king as a child. Nor can we regard it as any- 
thing more than a conventional figure, though the gentle 
and melancholy expression would well suit the tragic 
fortunes of the ill-starred boy, a martyr to his greatness.^ 

^ Cf. Lepsius, Berlin AdA. for 1852, p. 463. 

® It is much to be regretted that we have no accurate account of the 
finding of this statue. M. Maspero, who gives a reproduction in his 
Archiologie igypt. accepts the current story which I have followed. But 
in Egypt I could find no clear evidence about the whole matter. The 
statue, which is of speckled Aswlki granite, is about nine feet high, and 
may be seen in the museum now at Gizeh. 
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§ 26. When the war of 315 b.c. began, Antigonus was 
somewhat in the position of the great Alexander when he 
first reached Syria. On land he was quite superior to any 
adversary, but he suffered from the weakness of his fleet. 
Hence as Alexander had found the subjugation of Tyre 
essential, so Antigonus. Ptolemy indeed did not attempt 
to resist him on land. He had no confidence in his 
genius as against Antigonus. But he garrisoned Tyre 
strongly, as well as Joppa and Gaza, and though the latter 
two were easily taken by the invader. Tyre was a more 
serious affair, and cost a fifteen months* siege. Had 
the fleet of allies, with Seleukos as its commander, been 
more active, or stronger, even this success would have been 
impossible. But their fleet did not accomplish any serious 
diversion, and with the fall of Tyre Antigonus could easily 
obtain the supremacy by sea. For he had at the same 
time made interest at Cyprus and Rhodes to obtain 
timber, ships and shipwrights. Yet the fleet under 
Ptolemy’s brother Menelaos did succeed in ousting him 
from Cyprus, and by friendly letters, and a counter declara- 
tion that he would free the Greeks, Ptolemy neutralised 
the bid of Antigonus in the same direction. The Greeks 
were mainly passive, and Casander persuaded Antigonus’ 
general in the Peloponnesus to desert his master. This 
set free the fleet and army of Ptolemy, which was operating 
on the Greek coast under Polykleitos, who crossed at once 
to Cilicia, and finding that two officers of Antigonus, Perilaos 
and Theodotos, were coming from Caria along the coast 
with a fleet and an army, he laid wait for them, and 
destroyed their force, slaying one and taking the other 
prisoner. - This brilliant success checked Antigonus. ^ So 

^ Diodorus xix. 64. Cf. also C. Wachsmuth, Mus, for 1871, 

p. 469. 
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happened that at the end of the year Antigonus and 
Ptolemy met at a place called Ekregma, on the frontier 
between Palestine and Egypt, to discuss exchange or ransom 
of prisoners, but no further accommodation resulted. It 
must be remembered that all these rivals were old fijends 
and comrades, who had served together in many campaigns. 
Personal hatreds among them are to be found, but they 
are exceptional ; their hostilities were those of conflicting 
interests. 

§ 27. The following year was spent in campaigns on 
the coast of Asia Minor and Greece, in which Ptoleipy 
was not active except with his fleet at Cyprus and the 
coast of Cilicia. The complete re-conquest of Cyprus 
was, however, almost contemporary with a revolt at Cyrene, 
stimulated no doubt by the proclamations of Greek liberty 
by Antigonus, and probably by more active propagandism. 
The revolt, which went so far as to besiege the Egyptian 
garrison in the Acropolis, was promptly put down by an 
Egyptian force. The ringleaders were carried in chains to 
Alexandria, and the government of Ophelas restored. The 
proceedings of Ptolemy at Cyprus were still more high- 
handed. He slew or deposed some of the local kings, 
destroyed the city of the Maricis, and transferred the 
inhabitants to Paphos. Nikokreon, king of Salamis, 
was made Strategus of the reconquered Cyprus.^ The 
position of this local king was made as dignified as 
possible. Cyprian coins of this date bear upon them 
the peculiar ensigns of a helmet, an aplustre^ and a star. 
These probably indicate ^ that Nikokreon held the com- 
bined offices of strategus, admiral, and high -priest of 
the island — offices held by the same person according 

^ Cf. Diod. xix. 79, both on Cyrene and Cyprus. 

* Cf. Poole’s Coins of the Ptolemies p. xix. 
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to a later Cyprian inscription.^ After some successful 
naval raids upon the Syrian coast, Ptolemy was persuaded 
by Seleukos to resume the occupation of Palestine, 
especially as Antigonus had his hands full in Asia 
Minor, and was only able to oppose the invasion by 
sending his son Demetrius with an army not superior 
to the Egyptian, except in the item of forty elephants, 
of which Ptolemy had none. As the second and third 
Ptolemies procured them easily enough from the southern 
coasts of the Red Sea, it is possible that the first Ptolemy 
had learned from Alexander to despise this auxiliary. 
Nor do we find him in any of his campaigns defeated by 
them ; Diodorus* authority is even most explicit in telling 
us how he repulsed or obviated their attacks. 

§ 28. The armies met very deliberately to try the 
fortune of battle near Gaza early in 312 b.c. Diodorus 
relates the course of the conflict with great detail.^ To the 
contemporaries of Alexander, his authorities, both strategy 
and tactics had the highest interest. Ptolemy and Seleukos 
on one side, on the other the staff of the youthful 
Demetrius, Nearchus, Peithon and others, were fighting 
generals of great experience, brought up in continuous war 
under the greatest master of the art. Nevertheless, like 
Napoleon *s generals, none of them seems to have possessed 
any originality, except perhaps Lysimachus and Eumenes. 
They are always imitating Alexander’s dispositions. Here 
at Gaza, the Egyptian army,^ contending against an array of 

^ CIG 2622 XeXevKotf Bidvos rov t’ov pajtXew rw (TTparriyov 

Kcu vavapxov /cat apx^^pea top Kara Trjp pTjffOP /c.t.X. 

® xix. 81 s^, 

® Diod. xix;,. 80 says it was composed of Macedonians, mercenaries, 
and a crowd of natives, partly suttlers and carriers, partly trained 
soldiers. But he does not tell us whether these latter were the caste of 
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elephants, seems to have been handled as the Macedonians 
had been in the battle with Porus. While the main line 
was directed to keep the elephants in check, the right 
wing of cavalry attacked those opposed to it, and when 
hotly engaged was supported by a reserve of cavalry which 
rode round farther to the right, and thus turned the 
left flank of Demetrius.^ And here as elsewhere, a few 
initial successes determined the victory, for both armies 
were almost all mercenaries, not fighting for their lives and 
liberties, but ready to serve either side for pay. There 
was a good understanding among the adversaries, who^id 
not push matters to extremities, and settled more battles 
by treason than by fighting. Nor can we in the least 
believe the large figures of the slain set down by Diodorus 
in his narrative of these wars. Demetrius may have lost 
8000 men in this battle of Gaza, but probably three- 
quarters of them became more or less willing prisoners, 
and took service under the victor’s flag. Demetrius fled, 
and was found at Azotus, whither Ptolemy sent him all his 
personal effects, which had been captured with his camp 
in the general rout. He also complimented him on his 
bravery, and there was an interchange of those courtesies 
which mark Hellenistic, as distinct from Hellenic culture. 

The victors proceeded to occupy all Palestine and 
Syria; even Tyre was taken by the treachery of its 
defenders. Ptolemy was everywhere courteous and con- 
siderate, even forgiving Andronicus, governor of Tyre, who 
had treated him with insolence.^ He laid the foundation 
of that popularity of the power ^of Egypt in Palestine 
which the Seleukids of Antioch were never able to attain. 

• 

1 The account of the battle of Alexander against Porus, with plans, 
in RUstow and Kochly’s Kriegswesen^ will make this plain to the reader. 

* Diod. xix. 86. 
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He sent the exile Seleukos with a small force to recover 
Babylon,^ and his former satrapy. It was at the moment 
a war measure, to cause a diversion against Antigonus ; it 
proved in the sequel a policy fraught with momentous 
con 3 i*quences, for Seleukos not only maintained himself 
successfully, but founded a great empire. Ptolemy 
further sent all the soldiers he had captured to be 
distributed through the nauarchies^ or naval defences, 
of Egypt. We learn also from a fragment of Hecataeus 
of Abdera ^ that many Jews were now induced to settle 
in^ Egypt, and that the high-priest Hezekias became 
Ptolemy’s firm friend. If the story which Josephus 
repeats from Agatharchides ^ be true, that Ptolemy 
seized Jerusalem on the Sabbath day, when the Jews 
would not take arms, it may have happened during this 
occupation, though Cless ® puts it in his first occupation in 
320. Josephus also adds two rather inconsistent state- 
ments : first, that he was a harsh ruler of Palestine ; 
secondly, that he induced large numbers of Jews to settle 
in Egypt, and put them in places of trust in the upper 
country. The latter statement repeats precisely what had 
been told of Alexander. 

§ 29. But his occupation of Syria was soon cut short. 
Demetrius, having reformed his army, advanced again from 

^ Diod. xix. 86 and 92. 

^ I take the text of Diodorus xix. 85 4rrl t&s mvapx^as to be correct ; 
as there were lirirapxlaif under which each cavalry officer was classed, 
so the maritime defences were probably distributed into nauarchies. 
At this moment Ptolemy wanted soldiers on his frontier, not up the 
country. 

* No. 14 in Muller’s Fragg, Hist, Graec, {FHG) vol. ii. 393. The 
extracts referred to this author by Josephus are not without grave sus- 
picion. But the fragment just cited, which also gives the date of the 
battle of Gaza from Castor, has all the appearance of being genuine. 

^ Antiqq, xii. i. ® Pauly, Art, Ptolemy p. 182. 
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Cilicia, and was lucky enough to surprise by night a whole 
division of troops under Killes, which were taken prisoners 
almost without a blow. Antigonus was not far off in 
Phrygia with his main army. As usual Ptolemy adopted 
the cautious and cowardly rather than the bold pdicy. 
After a council of war, a general retreat was ordered; all 
the fortresses^ were dismantled; in the autumn of 312 
Syria and Palestine were again cleared of Egyptians. 

Though Antigonus at once re-occupied the^ territory in 
dispute, he was as careful in attacking Ptolemy in his 
‘Torres Vedras,^ as Ptolemy was in avoiding the op«n 
field of battle. So he turned to subdue the Arab tribes of 
Nabataea, 2 in order, if possible, to obtain a line of attack 
from the east upon Egypt, avoiding Pelusium and the 
frontier defences which had been so fatal to Perdikkas. 
His raids against the Arabian nomads were successful as 
battles, but unsuccessful as conquests.^ For he was now 
dealing with enemies not to be frightened, or bought over, 
by partial defeats. The varying fortunes and surprises of 
this desert fighting occupied him till the news of Seleukos^ 
successes in the East became so alarming that he was con- 
tent to make peace (31 1 b.c.) By the terms of this peace ^ 
Ptolemy did not recover Syria. It is suspected by his- 
torians that he was now involved in difficulties with Cyrene, 
as Ophelas was an untrustworthy lieutenant, and the cities 
of the district were still excited by the declaration of the 
freedom of all Hellenic cities, which Antigonus had recently 
issued, in imitation of Polyperchon, for the purpose of 
weakening his adversaries in Greece. 

§ 30. A remarkable hieroglyphic inscription, dated 

^ Ake, Joppa, Samaria, Gaza; we do not find Tyre mentioned. 
Diod. xix. 93. 

® Ibid. 96 sg. * Ibid. 100, ^ Ibid. 105, 
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in the seventh year of the young king Alexander, and 
therefore at this moment, gives us a glimpse into the 
internal policy of Ptolemy. It is a relief to turn to 
such a document, from the wearying complications of 
the wars with Antigonus and other hostile satraps. The 
whofi text of this inscription I have given in another 
place. ^ Here I shall not repeat the elaborate formulae, 
but merely give the substance of the document, which 
is the earliest home record we have of the Ptolemaic 
rule : ‘ In the seventh year of the absent king Alexander^ 
there was a great satrap, Ptolemy was his name. . . . 
H? had brought back the images of the gods found 
in Asia ; all the furniture of the books of all the 
temples of North and South Egypt, he had restored them 
to their place.* It is quite possible that when Ptolemy 
was first declared governor of Egypt at Babylon, he 
collected from the treasures of the Persian kings various 
relics of their old Egyptian conquests, and so came to 
Egypt with a precious gift for the priests, and a peace- 
offering to national sentiment.^ ‘He had made his 
residence at Alexandria by the sea, Rhakotis was its 
former name. He had assembled lonians (Greek mer- 

^ From Brugsch’s translation in the Zeitschr, fiir Aeg. for 1871, 
in Greek Life and Thought from the Age of Alexander to the Roman 
Conquest^ p. 176. More recent translations and commentaries will be 
found noted in Wiedemann’s Gesch, Aegyften's, p. 246. Cf. also C. 
Wachsmuth in Rh, Mus for 1871, pp. 463 seq. 

® Viz. 310 B.c. according to Lepsius, and probably after the young 
king’s death. 

^ But it is an odd thing that the same merit is ascribed in the stele 
of Pithom (below § 79) to Ptolemy Philadelphus, who never, so far as 
we know, made conquests in Asia, and then in the inscription of Adule 
to T'tolemy ^ergetes (§ 128), who did indeed conquer the East, but could 
hardly have found many Egyptian gods there, after the restitutions accom- 
plished by his predecessors. It seems to me a mere stereotyped formula. 
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cenaries) and their cavalry and ships with their crews,* 
and went to fight in Syria. ‘He penetrated into their 
land ; his courage was as mighty as that of a hawk among 
little birds. He carried their princes (probably Jewish or 
Phoenician nobles as hostages), cavalry, ships, works of art 
to Egypt. After this, when he had set out for Marnfarica 
(Cyrene), he led captive their men, women, horses in re- 
quital for what they had done to Egypt.* The reader will 
note that only the victory at Gaza is commemorated, and 
no mention is made of any subsequent reverses ; still it is 
not asserted that he conquered Syria, but only that he 
carried away from it great spoil. As he thrice evacusfled 
Palestine without risking a personal defeat in the field, 
we may be sure that on each occasion he sought popu- 
larity by bringing back with him not only prisoners, 
but gifts from anxious cities, and other supplies, for his 
country. ‘ When he had returned, he was glad, and cele- 
brated a good day, and bethought him what he could do 
for the gods of Egypt. Then there spoke to him he that 
was at his side * — some Egyptian adviser — ‘ and the elders of 
the sea land, called the land of Buto, alleging that it had 
been granted to the gods of the cities of Pe and Tep, in 
that land, by the native king Chabbas, when he was gone 
to Pe Tep to examine the sea border and the marshes, to 
examine every arm of the Nile that goes into the great sea, 
to keep off the fleet of Asia from Egypt* Ptolemy then 
sends for the priests of Pe Tep and makes inquiry. They 
tell him that the miscreant Xerxes had taken away this 
property from the gods, and that it had been restored by 
the native (insurgent) king Chabbas. Whether this was 
literally true is doubtful enough ; it expresses, however, in 
general, the Persian and the national policies. Ptolemy 
being satisfied has a decree drawn up giving the land of 
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Buto, limited by Hermopolis and Sebennytus on the north 
and west, to the gods of Pe and Tep as their domain. 
There follow imprecations against him who may venture to 
reverse this decree. 

We thus see the new satrap taking up the policy of the 
priests, and identifying himself with the native religion, 
in contrast to the harsh and insolent Persians. There 
appears to me, however a hint at something more prac- 
tical in this document. Chabbas had minutely examined 
the mouths of the Nile,^ and given this tract of land to the 
priests, in connexion with the securing of these accesses 
to^gypt against invasions from the sea. We shall see 
presently how very carefully and completely these defences 
were organised by Ptolemy. We may therefore fairly con- 
jecture that he got in return from the strong and friendly 
corporation of the priests who administered the property 
of the gods of Pe and Tep such assistance in defending 
the Sebennytic mouth of the Nile, as he could not have 
otherwise obtained. 

§ 31. The feature of the peace of 31 1 b.c. to which 
Ptolemy probably made most objection was the clause 
declaring the freedom of all Greek cities, that is to say 
their autonomy, or right of dealing as independent states 
with any of the great satraps. This precluded any garri- 
sons occupying such cities, except by invitation of the 
citizens, and gave the latter authority to repudiate any 
alliance and adopt a new one by a decision of their 
assembly. Such a clause was directly subversive of 
Ptolemy^s control of the Cyrenaica. 

His counter-move was one of singular success. He 

’ The S^ennytic mouth of the Nile, as we know from recently- 
found papyri, was the principal inlet to the country between the 
Pelusiac and the Canopic. 
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asserted •the following year, that this clause had not been 
carried out by his adversary, and manned a fleet to enter 
the Levant and bring the promised liberty to the pining 
patriots of Greece.^ But among ‘ Greek cities ’ he chose 
to include those coast settlements in Caria, Cilicia, Pisidia, 
especially Xanthus, Kaunos, and Myndos, which were really 
peopled by a bold native population of hardy pirates, most 
useful for his navy, and a great protection to his all-im- 
portant island of Cyprus. Here, with his usual severity 
when dealing with Cypriote kings, he ordered the death of 
Nikokles of Salamis, whose whole family then committed 
suicide.2 Of course his ‘liberation of Greek cities* was 
not more seriously meant than any of the like pro- 
clamations of his rivals. In his complicated operations 
through the Greek waters, he seems to have abstained 
from freeing the cities under Casander’s sway, such as 
Athens, because Casander was now his friend and ally. 
But those under Casander’s adversaries, especially under 
Antigonus, were glad to get the help of his now dominant 
fleet, and he secured for his dynasty a support in the 
Levant which was among the greatest elements of its 
power. He ‘liberated* Kos and Andros. The citadel 
of Corinth was handed over to him by Kratesipolis, the 
strong-minded widow of Polyperchon’s son Alexander, 
who was looking out for a new matrimonial alliance.* This 
stronghold as well as Sikyon he kept for some time, and 
it must have been through Corinthian influence that he 
spread his sway over the islanders of Greece, who 
formed a coalition of which his son in after years, and 
probably he also, were presidents. For in the great pro- 
cession with which Ptolemy Philadelphus inaugurated 
his accession was carried a figure of the first Ptolemy, 
^ Diod. XX. 19, 27, 37. * Ibid. 21. 
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,with the city of Corinth (another figure) standiifg beside 

him.^ 

§ 32. It would lead to no better understanding of 
Ptolemy to give the intricate details of his chequered cam- 
paigns. The years 310-309 were stained with the murder of 
the remaining members of Alexander’s house — Cleopatra, 
the king’s sister, who was in Antigonus’ power, because 
she had designs of marrying Ptolemy ; ^ Roxane and the 
young Alexander, in Casander’s hands; Herakles, the 
bastard claimant, by Casander’s persuasion. Thus every 
legitimate claimant, direct and indirect, to Alexander’s 
succession was swept away, and the way laid open for the 
creation of independent sovranties. 

But it was not yec settled whether there should be one — 
that of Antigonus, or several. We do not hear that Antigonus 
opposed Ptolemy actively in the Greek waters ; probably 
he was engaged with Seleukos in the East. But he sent 
his very able son Demetrius to outbid Ptolemy, by liberating 
the cities under Casander, especially Athens, which Ptolemy 
had not approached.^ Moreover, Demetrius went further, 
and retook Corinth and Sikyon, of which the latter had 
been garrisoned by Egyptian forces ; the former, for some 
unexplained reason, had been ceded to Casander. 

^ Kohler (Berlin Sitzher. for 1891) infers from a paragraph in Suidas* 
article on Demetrius, that Ptolemy endeavoured to resuscitate the Corin- 
thian F ederation of Philip and Alexander, a&rovdfxovs re r As rXe^crras 
Tuv 'WOiTjvldotjv TriXewv Kal tAs ’I(r0/utd5as airopdas iiri^yyiCKe, 

>Ke\ei{t)v ola iw' IXevdepdjaeL 6aWo<popovvTai Oewpeiv els ra’^Icrdpua. Had 
he succeeded in doing so, the meaning of the figure in the procession 
would be plain. Possibly the influence of Corinth on the islanders was 
backed by commercial considerations, and intended to check the influ- 
ence of Rhodes, which, curiously enough, does not appear in the 
Alexandrian pageant at all. Or was the alleged figure of Corinth 
really one of Rhodes ? 

® Diod. XX. 37. Cf. Addit. Notes pp. 487-8. 

* Ibid. 46, and Suidas sub voc. Demetrius. 
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The real attack on Ptolemy commenced with a counter 
blow'of Demetrius on Cyprus, where Menelaos, the governor, 
was defeated, and besieged at Salamis, and when Ptolemy 
came to his aid with a fleet and army, he was worsted in a 
great battle by Demetrius.^ Consequently though Menelaos 
made a successful diversion from Salamis, the islaifti was 
conquered, and Ptolemy abandoned it to his foes. The sea 
battles, of which Diodorus describes several at great length, 
seem to have been as nearly as possible copied from tactics 
on land. The generals are also admirals, and command on 
their own wing.*^ There is a personage called the arch- 
pilot (dpxf‘Kvl 3 €pv'/]T 7 js), who seems to direct the geiferal 
manoeuvres. It was after this signal victory that Deme- 
trius sent his father a despatch, hailing him through his 
envoy as king, a compliment returned by Antigonus. 
Most of our authorities assert that the other Hellenistic 
sovrans — Seleukos, Lysiniachus, Casander — forthwith 
assumed the royal title. They assert it also of Ptolemy,*^ 
but the era by which his dynasty dated their years does 
not begin till 305 b.c. Apparently therefore this great 
battle and the loss of Cyprus did not take place till 306, 
though we cannot for want of information fill the ante- 
cedent years with their events. 

§ 33. If Antigonus was busy in the East, so Ptolemy, 
after his successful parade through Greek waters, was 
partly at least occupied with the affairs of Cyrene. 
It seems that his viceroy Ophelas, who was not only 

^ Diod. XX. 47 adds a remark characteristic of the warfare of that 
age : roi/s 5’ &\6vTas rb fibv xpQrov diroXi/cras tCjv iyKXTjfidrcjtf KuradieiXeu 
eli rds rG)v Idlujp crrpariwrwi' rd^eis* dvodiBpaaKbpTWv 5’ abrCbp vpbi robi xepl 
rbv VieviXaop bib. rb rds dirotrxcudy ip Alybicrtp KaTaXeXonripai irapb Hr., 
yuobi dpLeraOirovs bpras ipc^l^aaep airrobs ds rds pads Kal Ifpbs *ApTiyopop 
dfri<rT€iX€P, 

* Ibid. 49 sf/. 8 Ibid. 53 ; Appian Syr. 54 ; Justin xv. 2. 
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a Macedonian of rank, but was married to an Athenian 
lady descended from Miltiades, had thought the time 
was come, in or about 312 b.c., to make himself inde- 
pendent, and found again the old kingdom of Cyrene.^ 
Possibly Ptolemy may have endeavoured to counteract 
this revolt by policy rather than by arms, and his pro- 
clamation of freedom to all Greek cities may have been a 
bid for the support of a democratic party at Gyrene against 
Ophelas. He knew, of course, that he could deal with 
democracy there at any moment; he could sow discord 
by means 01 bribes, and then appear as umpire when 
the sedition had become intolerable. To make an 
expedition against the forces of Ophelas, who was an 
experienced soldier, was another matter, and it is certain 
that the revolt was tolerated by Ptolemy without any 
attempt at punishing it for several years. But then, 
according to the historians, fortune again plays into his 
hands, and Agathocles of Syracuse, who had begun a war 
against the Carthaginians in Africa, sends to solicit, with 
the most tempting promises, the aid of Ophelas in sub- 
duing the Punic power. Agathocles was to claim no pos- 
sessions in Africa, and after the conquest Ophelas was to 
occupy all Carthage, and add it to the kingdom of Cyrene. 
We are told that this prospect gathered together from 
Greece a herd of adventurers, hoping to occupy new lands 
in the rich and highly cultivated territory now under Car- 
thage. After a long and very miserable march along the 
deserts of the Syrtes, Ophelas reached his ally with a 
diminished and disheartened force, only to find himself 
betrayed, and to lose his life at the hands of Agathocles. 
His army was at once absorbed into the ranks of the 
victor. Thus it came to pass that Ptolemy was able 

^ Diod. XX. 40 sq. 
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to re-occupy, in 307 b.c.,^ his outlying African province 
by sending a force under his stepson Magas, who re- 
mained regent or even king of Cyrene for fifty years to 
come.^ 

§ 34. Had this overthrow of Ophelas by the machina- 
tions of Agathocles taken place in the reign of*Phil- 
adelphus, every one would have assumed that it was a 
deliberate stroke of policy on the part of the Egyptian 
diplomatists. They had ample means in their commercial 
relations with Agathocles to offer him inducements and 
rewards for his treachery, and indeed without some such 
negotiations his conduct seems pointless and even sflly. 
Was it worth while to bring the veteran Ophelas with a 
large army into contact with his own, when any failure 
would have at once entailed the same results to Agathocles 
that overtook Ophelas? Agathocles, an upstart, but a 
powerful and ambitious one, was anxiously seeking to win 
his place as a Hellenistic sovran, and one recognised in 
the diplomacy of their courts. The marriage of his 
daughter with Pyrrhus, and his naval operations at 
Corcyra, show this plainly enough. His own marriage 
to Theoxena, Ptolemy’s stepdaughter, was a far more 
splendid alliance, and may have been the bribe offered 
by the Egyptian satrap for this very service.^ I cannot 
but conjecture therefore that this treacherous diversion 

^ Or 308 ; we cannot fix the date accurately. Pausanias (i. 6, 8) says 
after five years of revolt. 

2 Gercke {A/ex. Stud, in Rh. Mus. for 1887) has shown some reasons 
that the royalty of Magas did not commence till 300 B.c. at earliest. 
If this be so, he may not have been sent at once by Ptolemy to Cyrene, 
or else may have only been entitled ffTparriyds for some years. But 
Gercke’s arguments are open to much question, and I prefer the 
ordinary chronology ; cf. Thrige, p. 217. 

® Cf. Droysen’s conjectures, iv. i, p. 243. This lady’s affectionate 
parting from her dying husband is related by Justin xxiii. 2. 
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was deliberately planned by Agathocles and Ptolemy, or 
by their respective diplomatists, and that here we have 
another case of that policy of indirect counter-moves which 
is almost a distinctive feature in the annals of Ptolemaic 
Egy^t. 

During the interval that elapsed not only Ptolemy but 
the diplomatic world had had time to forget the ‘ libera- 
tion of all the Greeks,’ and we do not hear that the 
appointment of a new king or royal deputy to rule over 
Gyrene cauced any indignation throughout the Greek 
wcrld. Of course no one saw more clearly than the Greeks 
the hollowness of all such proclamations. Still there 
were certain decencies to be observed. Five years gave 
ample time and opportunity for the political situation to 
change ; many Greek cities had not accepted the boon ; 
Ptolemy may have professed a sincere desire to carry out 
the liberation, but pleaded his inability to overcome the 
difficulties it caused, and may have protested against any 
partial liberation affecting his own power, as compared with 
that of his rivals. At all events every Hellenistic sovran 
who made such declarations concerning independence — 
and which of them did not ? — was ready to violate them, 
as soon as they interfered with his own interests. The 
age was like that of Macchiavelli, in which principle was 
only asserted as a means of promoting selfish objects, and 
of making the want of principle more successful. With all 
the courtesy and bonhomie which are asserted of Ptolemy, 
the whole course of his history shows him a true child of 
his age, and not superior to his fellows in morals or in 
uprightness, but merely in the clearness of his intellect, 
and the moderation of his ambition. It was during one 
of his campaigns in the Aegean in 308 b.c. that his 
wife Berenike, who accompanied him, bore him at Kos 
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the son who is commonly known under the title of 
Philadelphus.^ 

From this time onward, we know that the relations 
between Kos and Alexandria were very intimate, for not 
only was Kos the favourite retreat of Alexandrian litSrary 
men,2 wearied with the heat and pressure of life in the 
great seething capital, but it was frequently chosen as a 
place of safety for royal exiles, and also as a place of 
education for royal princes. The poetical and the medical 
schools of this island held their own against the rivalry 
even of the Museum. Such being the case, we shoffld 
have expected researches on the island to have unearthed 
for us many stray lights on Ptolemaic history. Unfortu- 
nately these hopes have not been realised. Mr. Paton’s 
careful inquiry,^ though he does not profess it to be final, 
has only been able to give us a couple of Ptolemaic in- 
scriptions, and we can hardly hope to find much more 
even in the unexplored Turkish citadel. 

§ 35. The defeat of Ptolemy at Cyprus, and the loss of 
the island, were the prelude to another attack upon Egypt, 
this time by Antigonus and Demetrius. The first attack 
by Perdikkas had ignominiously failed, but neither in power 
nor in popularity could he be compared with the father 
and son, whose combined talents seemed now likely to 
unite again under a single sway all the disrupted pro- 
vinces of Alexander’s empire. Moreover, the experience 
of Perdikkas’ failure was there, and the obstacles which he 
stumbled upon could now be foreseen and avoided. The 
frontier tribes must be won over ; the supplies along the 

^ Theocritus xvii. 58 sqq, 

* On the poets cf. arguments, scholl. and Comm. on^Theocritus, 
Idyll vii. 

* Cf. Tht Inscriptions of Cos^ Paton and Hicks, 1891, republished 
(1895) 1*1 N. Collitz* Sammlung, 
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route must be carried by a fleet superior to that of the 
enemy and in touch with the land-army. 

In all these matters Antigonus took unusual precau- 
tions.^ The whole campaign was planned at Antigoneia, 
the aew capital on the Orontes, and from thence the 
troops and ships were sent to assemble at Gaza, which 
was the proper starting-point for the march against Egypt. 
Ancient historians are utterly untrustworthy as regards 
figures ; I therefore only repeat the alleged numbers of 
Antigonus* attacking force to show what kind of armament 
Egypt was supposed able to resist. Antigonus advanced, 
we^ are told, with more than 80,000 infantry, 8000 cavalry, 
83 elephants, 150 ships of war, 100 transport ships. He 
had obtained from the nomad Arabs a great convoy of 
camels which he loaded with 130,000 medimni of corn 
and green fodder for the beasts. His siege-train, now an 
important arm of attack, was on the transport ships. 

Two obvious dangers threatened the invasion. In the 
first place the army was of unwieldy size and unable to 
undertake quick or stealthy operations. Secondly, the 
season was wrongly chosen or rather, I suppose, the expedi- 
tion was accidentally delayed till the setting of the Pleiades, 
early in November (306 b.c.) For not only were storms 
now to be expected along the harbourless and shoaly coast, 
as the seamen expressly warned Antigonus ; but at this 
time the Nile is still high, and the passage of any of its 
mouths accordingly difficult, especially in the face of a 
watchful enemy. Antigonus must have had the strongest 
counter-inducements to advance in spite of these well- 
known obstacles. We can only conjecture that it was 
thought a^ 4 -important to attack Ptolemy so rapidly after 
his great defeat at Cyprus as to find his troops still dis- 

^ Diod. XX. 73 sq. 
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pirited and his fleet disorganised. He had lost about 140 
ships at Cyprus. In a few months of dockyard activity 
these might be replaced, and the supremacy at sea become 
again doubtful. An attack by land along the narrow coast- 
line without a superior fleet to protect its flankj and 
secure its communications with Syria, was held to be more 
risky than to brave the weather. 

§ 36. But the elements did their work for Ptolemy. 
Demetrius, who commanded the fleet, found his task 
almost hopeless by reason of the strong north-west winds 
which set in, as was predicted by the seamen.^ Heiirst 
met a storm which drove several of his heaviest ships on 
shore at Raphia, so that but for the arrival of the land- 
army to succour them, and make hfe landing secure from 
the enemy, the expedition might then and there have been 
given up. When the combined forces arrived at Pelusiiim, 
they found it amply defended ; the entrance of the river 
blocked with boats, and the river above covered with 
small armed cruisers to resist any attempt at crossing, 
ready, moreover, to circulate among the invaders promises 
of large bribes and good service if they would desert and 
join Ptolemy. As these bribes amounted to two minae 

^ The wind which blows so persistently from the sea, and up the 
valley of the Nile into far Nubia, is commonly called north, Ijut is 
really north-west, as I can certify from two seasons* careful observation. 
Hence it blew right on shore along the coast from Gaza to Pelusium. 
The rarely visited site of Pelusium was described by Mr. Greville Chester 
in the Palestine Exploration Fundy Statement for 1880, p. 149. There 
are two Tells or mounds, called by the natives the Mound of Gold and 
the Mound of Silver, from the number of coins found in them. These 
now stand in a salt marsh which no camel can traverse, and which Mr. 
Chester waded across with difficulty, sinking at times to hisj^nees in mud. 
The sea must therefore have advanced here too, as at Alexandria, and 
turned the lower level of the city into a swamp. But it must always 
have been easy to defend it with canals and dykes as well as with walls. 
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for the private, a talent for the officer, it was with diffi- 
culty, and by punishing such deserters as he could stop 
with death by torture, that Antigonus escaped an end 
similar to that of Perdikkas. Demetrius, finding any 
entra.ice at Pelusium impracticable, attempted to land 
farther west, first at a so-called ^cvSoo-to/xos or sham out- 
let, probably from the present Lake Menzalch, and then at 
the Damietta mouth (Phatnitic). In both places he was 
ben ten off, and was then overtaken by another storm, 
which wrecked three more of his largest ships ; and with 
difficulty did he make his way back to his father’s camp 
east of the Pelusiac entrance. 

§ 37. We can imagine the feelings with which Antigonus 
called a council of waf to weigh the situation. The fate 
of Perdikkas stared them in the face. Mercenary armies 
will not tolerate ill-success and increasing want in the face 
of a courteous well -supplied enemy ready to welcome 
deserters. Another couple of storms would certainly 
destroy any fleet, however well-handled, on this inhospitable 
and harbourless coast. The nomad tribes, friendly to a 
successful invader, would be certain to fall upon a dispirited 
retreating army. It was determined, we may say of neces- 
sity rather than of wisdom, to retreat while retreat was a 
military evolution, and not an irreparable disaster.^ 

Ptolemy seems to have made no eflbrt to harass the 
departing host. He had shown once more that Egypt in 

^ Modern critics have found fault with Antigonus for not fortifying 
and holding a station opposite Pelusium, with Demetrius for not attack- 
ing Alexandria forthwith, and thus separating Ptolemy’s troops. Such 
censure should only be based upon very ample knowledge, and upon 
some claim jjto understand the situation better than Antigonus and 
Demetrius did — two men of great ability and experience in practical 
war. I assume that they knew what was possible far better than any 
modern professor of history can know in his study. 



THE EMPIRE OF THE PTOLEMIES chap, ii 


S8 


able hands was impregnable, and that to attack it without 
success was so perilous, by reason of the difficulties of 
retreat, as to deter any prudent commander from incurring 
the risk. Now therefore Ptolemy had proved himself more 
secure than ever, and he sent official notifications 4 o his 
allies Casander, Lysimachus and Seleukos, in which I am 
disposed to think he first formally called himself king. 
As Droysen has conjectured, the official era only com- 
menced with the opening of the next Egyptian year, and 
this accounts for the late date assigned to it — November 
305 B.c. But the notices extant that Ptolemy assumid it 
along with the other satraps lead us to believe that in 
the ■ acclamations of his courtiers, and in the flatteries of 
correspondence, the title appeared before its solemn 
assumption by the acclamation of the ‘ Macedonian * 
soldiers.^ At all events, the title king belonged to him 
before the issue of the next great conflict, in which he was 
only engaged indirectly, and without great personal risk. 
For with the repulse of Antigonus, Ptolemy’s active cam- 
paigning was over, and he was able to devote the rest of 
his^long and useful life to the arts of peace. 

^ Cf. above § 32 note 3. 
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CHAPTER III 

^ PTOLEMY I (SOTER) KING, 305-285 B.C. 

§ 38. The first e^^ent of importance after Ptolemy 
assumption of royalty was the great siege of Rhodes,^ which 
was attacked by Antigonus because it had refused to help 
him against Egypt. The Rhodians protested that they 
had only observed neutrality ; that on Ptolemy depended 
a great part of their prosperity; that they were ready 
to make any concession short of military occupation by 
Antigonus. But the old king and his son were determined 
upon subduing Rhodes, as a stepping-stone to subdue 
Egypt. With the Rhodian fleet a new attack on the 
Delta might be successful, and the invasion had surely 
not been abandoned, but postponed. So Demetrius was 
sent by his father with 40,000 troops, 200 ships of war, 
.170 transports — even if the numbers be exaggerated, a 
veritable Armada — against the great trading city. The 
details of the siege, which lasted nearly a year, and was 
then raised by a compromise, do not concern us beyond 
the interference of Ptolemy. Though Rhodes had entered 
upon an dCimost hopeless struggle on his account (for 

^ Narrated both by Diodorus (xx. 81 s^.) and by Plutarch in his Life 
of Demetrius, 
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neutrality in a war against him was the point at issue), 
he did not declare war against Antigonus, and send an 
Egyptian army and fleet to defend that city. In fact he 
ran no risk of losing a battle, or even weakening his 
prestige against the formidable Demetrius. But b^th he, 
and the other kings opposed to Antigonus in policy, that 
k to say Lysimachus and Casander, sent supplies of food, 
||||^ material, and Ptolemy even mercenaries, to aid the 
Rhodians. 

§ 39. The weak point of Demetrius’ attack was his 
inability or failure to invest the city. His first attack 
was upon the harbour, when the city was still supplied 
with men and provisions from the land side. Then he 
attempted to storm it from the land side, but left the 
harbour open so that not only could Ptolemy throw in 
supplies from the sea, but the Rhodian cruisers were able 
to cut off a portion of the supplies the besiegers derived 
from the mainland. They even captured the royal luxuries 
in robes and plate, which had been sent to Demetrius by 
his wife Phila, and these, as being only suitable to a royal 
personage, the islanders sent as a present to Ptolemy. It 
is quite certain that but for the active help of Egypt, 
Rhodes would have fallen ; yet no sooner was the success 
of Demetrius doubtful, than Ptolemy urged the Rhodians 
to accept any fair compromise. Various Greek cities had 
already offered arbitration ; ultimately on the intervention 
of the Aetolians, whose league held a far higher position 
in the Greek world than Polybius would allow us to 
suppose, the terms of an agreement were arranged. 
Ptolemy carried the point of importance to himself in the 
transaction. The Rhodians were to be allies 6f Antigonus 
against any enemy, save only against Egypt. They even 
gave hostages to Demetrius. So then the great siege 
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turned out a great failure, and left the position of Egypt 
untouched. 

The anxiety of so many neutral cities to end the 
conflict was of course owing to commercial reasons. The 
whole trade of the Levant, and that of Egypt too, suffered 
terribly from the closing of the great mart and banking 
centre, upon which all their correspondences depended. 
In the next century we hear that the stopping of payment 
at Rhodian banks meant a collapse of credit all through 
the Hellenistic world. ^ Hence the protracted siege was a 
commercial disaster of the gravest kind, and to business 
men^it mattered little under what conditions Rhodes made 
peace, provided she could resume her trading business. 
These reasons may have weighed even upon Antigonus, 
who was building his brilliant capital Antigoneia, on the 
Orontes, and could hardly obtain all the appliances 
required, when the sea was being swept by Rhodian 
cruisers and quasi-Rhodian pirates, and when commercial 
credit was shaken everywhere. But far more serious to 
the old king was the threatened combination of Seleukos, 
Lysimachus and Casander, a thundercloud which burst 
upon him at Ipsus, and laid his ambitions to rest with his 
life. 

§ 40. Meanwhile the Rhodians showed themselves 
extravagantly grateful for the active succour afforded them 
by Ptolemy, even though he had risked nothing but some 
of his wealth to save them from subjugation. They had 
already set up statues to Antigonus and Demetrius, in the 
hope of averting the attack ; and they were too prudent to 
disturb them, even during the siege. Of course therefore 
they wfere bound to set up statues of the friendly kings, 
Lysimachus and Casander, who had helped them with 
1 Cf. § 148. 




62 


THE EMPIRE OF THE PTOLEMIES 


CHAP. 


supplies. But this was not enough to represent their 
gratitude to Ptolemy. They sent to the oracle of Amon 
to ask whether it were lawful to honour him as a god, and 
receiving an affirmative answer, set up a shrine in a sacred 
enclosure surrounded by four colonnades, each a stadion 
long, which they called the Ptolemaeion} Athenaeus ^ 
refers to the hymn sung in his honour at this shrine 
which had the form of a Paean. These events seem to 
have taken place in 304 b.c. and the result to Ptolemy 
was not only the confirmation of his royal dignity, but the 
additional sanction of that quasi - divinity which was so 
easily accorded in those days, that its absence mayliave 
been considered a deficiency in the attributes of a king. 

The form of worship established in this case points 
to his being regarded a second founder of the city. 
Pausanias adds that now the title of o-wTr/p was given him 
by the Rhodians, by which he was known in Egypt, as we 
learn from coins and the documents of his son’s reign.® 

^ Diod. XX. 100. ^ XV. 52, pp. 696 f. 

^ We have now ample evidence of this not only in the Petrie Papyri 
from the Fayyum but in the Revenue Papyrus, parts of which are 
dated in the iwenty- third year, others in the twenty - seventh of 
Philadelphus’ reign, and in which in the reign of Ptolemy ^ son of 
Ptolemy Soter^ is the opening formula. The origin of this title is 
however more than doubtful. Frankel {die Qudlen der Alexander- 
Hist. pp. 51 sq.\ struck by the fact that our worst authority, Pausanias 
(i. 8, 6), whose chronology is particularly loose, is the only one to 
mention the fact, while Diodorus, in his full account of the Rhodian 
honours, omits it, is of opinion that Ptolemy must have obtained the 
title much earlier and in Egypt, probably at the very opening of his 
satrapy. It is of course absurd that a title adopted from a foreign 
people should appear upon his coins. The coins with aujTrjpos upon them 
have dates running from 25 to 39 ; those with paaiXim have none. But 
that fact refers exclusively to the Phoenician coinage «of the second 
Ptolemy, who seems to have established the worship of his father as 
Soter in the twenty -fifth year of his reign, and issued these coins 
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§ 41. But as his years advanced, we see an increase of 
that caution, which marred his greatness. He makes no 
attempt to recover Cyprus, now a secure residence even for 
the Antigonid princesses ; he attempts no more to dispute 
Demetrius* supremacy at sea, and when that prince carries 
his baifled fleet from Rhodes into Greek waters, and begins 
to press sore upon Ptolemy’s old ally Casander, the king of 
Egypt does nothing till an alliance of Casander and Lysi- 
machus with Seleukos promises him the result that he may 
again re-occupy Palestine, and perhaps Syria. 

The operations of the allies commenced in the spring 
of 302 B.c.^ While Casander strove to maintain himself 
against Demetrius, Lysimachus, by a sudden invasion, took 
possession of almost all Asia Minor. His arrangements 
must have been prompt and secret, for they came upon 
Antigonus as a surprise, while he was organising a great 
feast at his newly-built capital on the Orontes. But this 
is not the only case in these wars where we find a great 
want of proper information and prompt transmission of 
news from one land to another. We should have thought 
it impossible for Lysimachus to mass troops and provisions 
on the northern frontier of Antigonus* dominions, without 
ample notice reaching his adversary. Antigonus, however, 
stopped his Founder’s feast, dismissed all the theatrical 

accordingly (cf. Mr. R. S. Poole’s Coins of the Ptolemies^ p. xxxv. and 
below § 88). But I still think that Frankel is so far right, that the 
official title Soter did not originate with the Rhodians, and that it was 
given to Ptolemy during his life. The moment most likely is after the 
defeat of Antigonus’ attack upon Egypt, if the Alexandrians did not 
invent it as a sarcasm regarding the cautious salvation of Rhodes by 
their king in 305. The title B^ol a-urijpes was used by the Athenians of 
Antigonus and Demetrius in an inscription of 306 B.C., and therefore 
shortly befor';^ these events. The titles a-orriip and eitepyirris had been 
applied to Gelon according to Diod. xi. 26. 

^ Diod. XX. 106 s^. 
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artists there assembled with ample gifts, and set out to 
fight his old comrade. 

And here we see at once how much greater the capacity 
of Lysimachus was than that of Ptolemy, in resisting 
a superior force. Instead of forthwith evacuating Asia 
Minor, and carrying off his spoil and captives to Tnrace, 
Lysimachus occupied a fortified camp, at which Anti- 
gonus was checked for a long time and could not force 
a battle. When he managed to cut off Lysimachus* 
supplies, the latter abandoned this camp with such skill 
as to make his retreat safely and without loss to another 
position, forty miles north, where the same tactics were 
renewed. In vain did Antigonus offer battle, or endeavour 
to starve out his enemy. His only resource was to storm - 
the works, and when he had brought up with delay ai^J^ 
trouble his siege-train, Lysimachus again outwitted him 
one stormy night, and carried off his own army to winter 
quarters, whither Antigonus essayed in vain to pursue h^’m, 
foreseeing that his enemy was sure of a junction in the 
spring with the host of Seleukos advancing from the east 
along the northern highway by Armenia and Paphlagonia. 

By this masterly campaign, Lysimachus had not only 
enjoyed the revenues of Asia Minor and the prestige of 
occupying his adversary’s country, but he had secured the 
unmolested advent of his allies. Towards the end of the 
season he was in considerable difficulties as to his northern 
communications, for the fleet of Demetrius, summoned by 
Antigonus, controlled the coast along the Dardanelles, and 
threatened his rear. Nevertheless he did what Ptolemy 
never ventured to do, and to him was due the successful 
issue of the war. For Ptolemy, advancing into Palestine 
according to the terms of his alliance, and busy with the 
siege of Sidon, was frightened away by the mere false 
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rumour that Antigonus had met and defeated the allies. 
He left indeed some garrisons behind, but lost his great 
chance of extending his territory northward, for when the 
issue came at Ipsus (301 b.c.), those who had borne the 
brunt of the conflict, made their settlement without even 
consufiing him. 

§ 42. It was indeed a great battle, like that of Leipzig 
in our century, where the kings of the earth met together 
to settle a momentous question. Antigonus, now eighty- 
one years old, and for more than thirty years dominant in 
Asia Minor and Syria, was supported by his son Demetrius, 
the most successful captain of the younger generation, and 
with him was the youthful Pyrrhus, presently to become 
the most brilliant soldier of his age. On the other side 
•-were Lysimachus, now over sixty, the best strategist 
among* Alexander’s generals, who had carved himself out, 
amid successes and reverses, a noble kingdom in the 
northern provinces ; Seleukos, the most successful, and 
perhaps the ablest of the Diadochi, and now also the 
most powerful with his army of Indian elephants ; Casander, 
whose cruel consistency and stubborn determination had 
influenced the course of this history more than the superior 
tactics of his rivals. 

In this famous array, Ptolemy was absent, hiding 
himself in the security of his far-off Egypt, and waiting 
to take advantage of the result. The fact that Demetrius 
commanded the sea could hardly have hindered his 
effecting a landing on the south coast of Asia Minor, 
especially while Demetrius was operating on the Helles- 
pont against Lysimachus and his communications. 

§ 43. Most unfortunately our only full authority for 
the period, Diodorus, is not preserved, except in needy 
excerpts, beyond his twentieth book, which ends just before 

F 
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the great battle. We are consequently unable to discover 
what were the exact terms of the division of Antigonus* 
empire among the victors. Seleukos certainly got the lion’s 
share ; though most of the sea coast of Asia Minor, as far 
as Cilicia, seems to have been ceded to I^ysimachus. Syria 
was certainly from henceforth a part, and a very vit^ part, 
of the kingdom of Seleukos. He intended no longer to be 
a king of the far P2ast, ruling at Babylon, but a Hellenistic 
sovran, in contact with the culture, the trade, the politics 
of the Greek world. A quotation from the lost twenty- 
first book of Diodorus tells us: ‘After his victory over 
Antigonus, Seleukos marched back to Phoenicia, in order 
to occupy Coele-Syria in accordance with the terms of the 
partition. But Ptolemy had already occupied the cities 
and complained that Seleukos, his ally, should have agreed 
to accept the territory already occupied by the Icing of 
Egypt, and, moreover, that the other kings had not allotted 
to Egypt, in spite of its participation in the war, any part 
of the conquered territory. To this Seleukos replied : 
that it was only fair for those who had actually overthrown 
the enemy in fight to control what they had conquered ; 
yet for old friendship’s sake he would not for the present 
insist upon the matter of Coele-Syria, but in due time 
would consider his position towards allies who were too 
grasping.’ 1 Thus the question was left open, and the 
discussion was so indefinite that in after days both 
Seleukids and Lagids appealed to it as giving them a right 
to occupy the disputed country.- As a matter of fact, when 
Seleukos and Ptolemy met and discussed the possession of 
Syria, the coast from Tyre to Gaza belonged to neither of 

^ Stark Gaza p. 362 thinks that this fragment does •not apply to 
Ptolemy in 301 B.c., but to Demetrius some years later, when Seleukos 
found him difficult to manage. Polybius v. 67, 7. 
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them, but to Demetrius and his garrisons. Hence the 
country claimed by Seleukos could only be inner Syria, 
which we know to have been the country settled with 
independent cities under Seleukid influence. All the 
Decapolis was a Syrian creation. Ptolemy on the other 
hand, having the only fleet which could cope with that of 
Demetrius, must have contended with him not only for 
Cyprus, but for the coast cities of Philistia and Phoenicia. 
In the end Ptolemy prevailed, and it is likely that he put 
garrisons into these cities after Demetrius fell, while 
Seleukos occupied the Cilician and Pisidian forts. This 
seems to be the general outline of the wars from 301 to 
294 B.C.^ 

§ 44. But, of course, new jealousies led to new com- 
plications. Ptolemy took care to fortify himself against 
the threatened advances of Seleukos, by drawing closer to 
Lysimachus, who though now living at Sardis in perfect 
harmony with his noble Persian wife Amastris, sent her 
home to her city Herakleia, and married (probably in 
300 B.C.) Ptolemy’s daughter Arsinoe,^ whose half-sister 
Lysandra also married Lysimachus’ eldest son and heir 
Agathocles.^ On the other hand Seleukos, who at once 
set about founding his new capital Antioch, with the 
materials of the dismantled Antigoneia, drew near in policy 
to Demetrius, who, though a fugitive without a kingdom, 
commanded the sea, and hence Cyprus, and many Cilician 

^ The facts have been ably discussed and arranged in Stark’s Gaza 
pp. 361 sq. 

2 This was Berenike’s eldest child by her second marriage, and born 
not later than 316 b.c., perhaps a year or two earlier. So a girl of 
eighteen or less, was given away for political purposes to a man of over 
sixty. '' 

* Plut. Dent. 31 ; Paus. i. 10. The great difficulties as to the date of 
this second marriage are stated by Niese i. 354. 
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coast towns and lesser islands. It is at this moment that 
historians suppose Ptolemy to have sought the friendship 
of the upstart Agathocles, and obtained a diversion against 
Casander at Corcyra, by marrying to Agathocles his step- 
daughter Theoxena, sister of Magas of Cyrene.^ ^ 

The complicated wars, alliances, counter-alliances of the 
next five years are not to be extricated from the con- 
fusion in which we have them, till we discover some further 
information. Plutarch, who covers the period in his Life 
of Demetrius^ seems to have no clear idea of the sequence 
of events. The action of Ptolemy is perhaps more obscure 
than the rest. He had to maintain himself against the 
fleet of Demetrius, and we even hear from one source 
(Eusebius) that the latter took from him Samaria, which 
had been settled with a new population, perhaps of 
veterans, by Perdikkas. On the other hand, it is certain 
that during this period the two kings came to some agree- 
ment, according to which at one moment Demetiius 
offered hostages, and his brother-in-law Pyrrhus voluntarily 
undertook the agreeable bondage. At another, Ptolemy 
betrothed his daughter Ptolemais to his rival. Pyrrhus 
so ingratiated himself with Ptolemy and his favourite wife 
Berenike, that they gave him her daughter Antigone to 
wife, and so established Egyptian connexions with Epirus, 
which the young man soon made his kingdom. ^ 

But where did Ptolemy not form these matrimonial 
alliances? He now had daughters or stepdaughters 
married : Theoxena to Agathocles of Syracuse, Antigone 
to Pyrrhus, Lysandra to Casander^s son Alexander, Lysandra 
(probably a second of the name) to Agathocles son of 
Lysimachus of Thrace, Arsinoe to Lysimachys himself ; 

^ I have placed this marriage earlier, but without any confidence ; 
efi above § 34. 2 Pyrrhus 4. 
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Eirene to Eunostos king of Soli in Cyprus, ultimately (in 
287 B.c.) even Ptolemais to Demetrius. 

§ 45. We hear from a decree in honour of Demo- 
chares (preserved in pseudo-Plutarch’s Life of the orator) 
that Ptolemy contributed fifty talents to help the Athenians 
in their struggles against Demetrius. He also succeeded in 
recovering (in 295 b.c.) Cyprus, held for eleven years by 
Demetrius. But now the strange power and fascination of 
the Besieger were on the wane ; his vast plans terrified all 
the reigning kings, and he ended his life a state prisoner 
in ♦^he hands of Seleukos. On the other hand, the de- 
liberate foundation of the new capital of Seleukos in Syria 
must have convinced Ptolemy that any permanent hold 
on Coele-Syria was for Egypt impossible. He did not 
cease, •however, to assert his claims upon Palestine, and it 
is probable that such towns as Gaza, Jerusalem, Joppa 
were permanently under his influence. 

But according as the king grows older, he retires from 
the wearisome conflicts to liberate the Greeks, to hold 
cities on the Cilician coast, to maintain the balance of 
power among his warring rivals, and devotes himself to 
the internal organisation of his kingdom, which was the 
wealthiest in the Hellenistic world, not excepting the 
vast domain of Seleukos. Here it is that the history of 
Ptolemaic Egypt truly begins, and here we indeed long 
for larger and better materials to tell us of so important 
a step in the world’s civilisation. But alas ! inscriptions 
and papyri, which multiply in the reigns of the later 
kings, are here but few and trifling. The old historians 
have left us nothing. The development of Alexandria, 
and even the foundation of the world-famed Museum are 
left in obscurity and in doubt. The time will come when 
further discoveries will disclose to us these secrets; at 




70 


THE EMPIRE OF THE PTOLEMIES 


CHAP. 


present we can only enumerate the few facts that are 
known, and ‘ wait for the day.’ 

§ 46. Mention has already been made of the grant of 
lands to the gods of the cities of Pe and Tep by Ptolemy, 
acting for the youthful Alexander IV., as well sm the 
restorations at Thebes in the names of Philip Arridaeus 
and the boy Alexander. There is also a shrine cut in the 
rock at Beni Hassan, near the Speos Artemtdos, which is 
dated in this Alexander’s reign, Ptolemy being satrap of 
Egypt. In the centre of the cornice are the well-known 
globe and asps which mark all the Ptolemaic temples, ^nd 
on the architrave beneath, the king is kneeling to present 
the figure of Truth to the goddess Pasht. Behind him 
stands Hathor. On one side of the door the figure of the 
king is represented standing in the presence of Amon and 
Horus, on the other, in presence of Thoth and Chcm.^ 
There is no Greek flavour in any of these representations. 
They are purely Egyptian. It would be difflcult to find 
a bolder or more complete assumption of a strange cult 
by any conqueror. Ptolemy and his staff can hardly have 
understood what these symbols meant in detail. But his 
policy was clear-sighted enough. So thoroughly did he and 
his successors adopt as an official religion the old faith 
or faiths of the Egyptians, that modern scholars were long 
at fault concerning the temples the Ptolemies erected all 
over the country. Until the reading of the hieroglyphics 
was assured, and the Greek inscriptions were shown by 
Letronne to agree with what the hieroglyphics said, no 
one suspected that the great temples of Edfu, Esneh, 
and Dendera could be other than old Egyptian. It was 
imagined that the Ptolemies had left no mirk on the 
land. We know better now. The great majority of the 
^ Cf. Murray’s ii. p. 413. 
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surviving Egyptian temples is either partly or wholly of 
Ptolemaic construction. And here it is of importance to 
note that this whole policy was inaugurated by the first king. 

§ 47- It is, however, most remarkable that the actual 
buildihgs which can now be ascribed to him of this 
Egyptian character all date from his satrapy, not from his 
royalty. Is this an accident, or does it indicate a modifi- 
cation of his policy ? The destruction of so large a pro- 
portion of the temples by Arabs and Turks may have 
hidden from us buildings in the upper country dating from 
his later days. Still the silence in our authorities agrees 
with the absence of archaeological evidence, and makes it 
probable that as soon as he had pacified the priests with 
endowments, and shown the people, by some signal restora- 
tions of* what the Persians had destroyed, his friendliness 
to national traditions, he turned to the Greek or Mace- 
donian element in his realm, and spent his later liberalities 
upon Alexandria. Tacitus says it was he who built the 
fortifications of the city.^ But even here we do not 
learn of his doing as the older Greek settlers at Nau- 
kratis had done — introducing the gods of their respective 
cities and building them a dwelling-place, just as English 
settlers in any part of the world are wont to carry their 
religion with them, and build a church. As he designed 
the population of his new capital to be composite: — or may 
I use the word mongrel — so we hear that he was at pains 
to introduce a mongrel god into the city, and make his 
shrine the principal sanctuary of Alexandria. 

§ 48. He had already, at the opening of his rule, con- 
tributed fifty talents of silver (nearly 12,000) to the 
obsequies df the Apis bull that died at that time, and 
it is likely that this peculiar form of the worship of Osir- 
^ Hist, iv. 83. 
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hapi ^ — Osiris Ptah, two distinct deities jumbled together, 
in a manner only possible among the Egyptians — was the 
most prominent at that period. The excesses of Cambyses 
had reached their culmination by his attack on this par- 
ticular god in his animal manifestation. ® 

It seems that a further fusion of this vague personage 
with the Greek Zeus, or Hades, as the god of the dead, 
was considered by the priests and politicians of the day 
a valuable aid to the fusing of the nationalities. The 
story told us by Plutarch ^ and by Tacitus ^ has not the 
least the air of naive enthusiasm, but rather of a «alcu- 
lated and prepared appeal to popular superstition on the 
part of those who regarded religion as an engine for 
civil administration. Unfortunately the details given by 
the authors just named, and by Clemens from Atheno- 
dorus of Tarsus,^ show considerable discrepancies. This 
would seem strange if their only source was the book 
on Egyptian religion by Manetho, a contemporary priest, 
who enjoyed the confidence of this and the next 
Ptolemy, and who did so much to expound Egyptian 
history and cult in the Greek tongue. Possibly Tacitus, 
who cites Aegyptiorum aniistites^ got his account from the 
cicerone-priests who showed Roman tourists round the 
temples, and who had embellished the narrative of 
Manetho, 

^ In the Imprecation of Artemisia^ a very old papyrus now at Vienna, 
which probably dates from the days of the first Ptolemy, the form 
Osirapis, and not Sarapis, occurs. The Greeks afterwards assumed 
Sarapis to be the name of a special Egyptian god, which it was not. 
There was an oracle of Osiris at Abydos in Upper Egypt, consulted 
from early times by Greeks, as Mr. Sayce has shown from the graffiti on 
the walls of the temple of Seti. The inscriptions go baok apparently to 
the sixth century b.c. Cf. Soc. BibL Arch, for i888, p. 377. There can 
be little doubt that here Osiris passed into Sarapis and then into Bes. 

. * De hide et Osiride § 28. ^ Hist, iv. 84. ^ FHG iii. 487. 
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At all events the king had a dream, in which a divine 
figure ordered him to seek the statue of the god, and make 
a home for it in Alexandria. Tacitus says that Pontus was 
specified as the residence of the god, Plutarch that the 
figure gave no details, and that the king had to ascertain 
by description of his vision to experienced persons where 
the image was to be found. At all events, by the 
help of Greek theologians the right statue was found at 
Sinope, in a temple of Pluto, or Dis, and then was obtained 
either by theft, as Plutarch most improbably relates, or by 
long persuasion of the tyrant of Sinope and his unwilling 
people, aided by large gifts, and of course apparitions of 
the same figure to the ruler of Sinope, as soon as he felt it 
prudent to give way. So the statue was brought with 
pomp* to Alexandria, and set up in a special temple built 
on the spot called Rhakotis, now the centre of the new 
city of Alexandria. 

I learned, when at Alexandria in 1894, from M. Lum- 
broso, the architect and contractor who was building the 
new bank in that city, that in making the foundations he 
came upon the basement of an old structure, and that 
on removing a large stone, he found the under surface 
hollowed out so as to form a cup with a corresponding 
cavity on the upper surface of the nether stone. In the 
cavity there had been deposited four plaques — one of gold, 
one of silver, one of bronze, and one of stone. The gold 
plaque had its inscription still quite legible, and was 
assumed to contain the dedication of the temple to 
Sarapis by the first Ptolemy.^ But this inference of M. 

^ My aUempts to see this plaque, which is now, I hear, in Paris, or 
to obtain a photograph of it, have been ineffectual, so I quote it from 
a copy sent me by M. Wilbour, viz. ^apamSos Kai Itridos Oewv cnarviptav 
Kai paaiKem UroXefiaiov Kai pa<n\i<raris Apaiporis Ocup 4>(Xoiraropa;f^. 
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Maspero, who first published the text in No. vii. of his 
Recueil, was erroneous. It is really a dedication by 
Ptolemy (IV.) Philopator, who was indeed very zealous in 
promoting the cult of his great grandfather, but in the 
present case calls Isis and Sarapis the Saviour Godt. It 
is likely, however, that this shrine was connected with the 
first temple of Sarapis at Alexandria, for the depth of the 
foundations of the modern building is so much less than 
that at which we find the remains of ancient Alexandria 
at other points, that we can well believe our authorities 
who call this site, once named Rhakotis, a citadel, or ampa^ 
though it was not the main (artificial) hill now known as 
Kom-el-Dick. 

§ 49. The naturalisation of the Pluto of Sinope as 
Sarapis was, however, of wide religious import. .Many 
other shrines were set up to him, first in Egypt, then 
throughout the Hellenistic world. At Sakkara Mariette 
even found a Greek Serapeum, a regular temple in aniis^ in 
conjunction with the old Egyptian Serapeum, with its 
pylons and its courts. In the Egyptian temple, but 
beneath the surface, were the famous vaults of the Apis 
bulls, buried there ever since the eighteenth dynasty. 

It will be noticed that in the legends of the foundation 
the king plays the principal part. To him comes the 
dream, and he sets the learned in theology at work to 
find the solution. We know so little of his character 
that we cannot tell whether the ingenious idea of fusing a 
Greek god with an Egyptian was his own, or whether it 
was suggested by the priests, such as Manetho, who had 
learned Greek, and could advise him on the religious 
requirements of the new state. The Greek historians were 
always ready enough to identify foreign gods with their 
own, and in Egypt the hopeless confusion of persons had 
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certainly arisen from unsystematic attempts of the priests 
to incorporate the worship of the several ancient cities of 
Egypt into some sort of unity.^ If we are to believe 
Arrian, who is generally trustworthy, the temple of Isis 
at Aldxandria, a goddess afterwards so popular in the 
Graeco-Roman world, was founded by the orders of Alex- 
ander himself.^ 

It is remarked by both Tacitus and Clemens that 
isolated authors referred the affair of Sarapis to the second 
or even to the third Ptolemy, and in the last case that the 
statr,e was said to have come from Seleukeia (on the 
Orontes). Both these variations of the story are to be 
rejected. The former arose from the habit of the flatterers 
of the second king, who loved to ascribe to him all the 
great founder’s ideas, as we shall show in other cases. The 
latter arose from the pompous inscriptions of Euergetes, 
which told of his having brought back the gods of Egypt 
from abroad. Probably, as we shall see, he did no such 
thing. But in any case those who believed him, and 
wished to show an example of the restitution, could find no 
better than that of the god Sarapis, who had certainly 
come from abroad. 

§ 50. Though Ptolemy adorned his new capital with 
palaces and temples, with parks and colonnades, and 
with the other splendours of Hellenistic cities, though he 
paid special attention to the official promotion of religion 
and, as we shall see, of letters, he seems not to have 
favoured political or even communal liberties. According 
^ Cf. Erman’s Aegypten cap. xii. 

Cf. Arrian iii. i. The coins of Alexandria under the Roman Empire 
show that thc^re existed in the Ptolemaic city at least one temple in 
Egyptian 'Jtyle among the many Hellenistic structures which appear 
on these coins. This was the temple of Isis. Cf. Poole Coins of 
Alexandria Nos. 542, 879, and the text p. xci. 
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to all theorists and critics, the one great source of Hellenic 
superiority in civilisation was the autonomous polis^ or 
polity which might embrace a mere town and its suburbs, 
and yet give it the privilege of treating as an independent 
community with great kings or federations. It was 
essential to a polis to have its own assembly of citizens, 
who passed laws for its management, and elected the 
magistrates who were to carry out these laws. It pos- 
sessed the exclusive right of taxing its inhabitants, and 
even issued coinage from its own mint. We feel surprise, 
though we have no evidence of this feeling among^ the 
men of that day, that Alexander’s greatest foundation 
possessed none of these privileges.^ Alexandria was from 
the outset the royal residence of the satrap-king, never a 
foundation of Graeco-Macedonians with city-privil^eges in 
a foreign land. Such foundations were very common, 
especially in the Seleukid empire. We have the coins of 

^ From the fact that there were ^v\ai and Droysen (iii. i, 34) 
seems to infer that it was a 7r6Xis in the Greek sense. But he confesses 
that there was no /SouXiJ, and no deliberations of the assembly, the 
town being ruled by royal officials. Thus his facts controvert his theory. 
Dion (in speaking of the settlement of Egypt by Augustus, li. 17) says 
definitely toZs 5 ’ 'AXe^avdp^vfftv dveu ^ovXevrCUp TroXtreiJco-^at iKiXevaCf 
owing to their turbulence, but mentions neither their previous condi- 
tion nor any iKKXritrLa of citizens. We have no evidence that either 
ever existed there up to the time of the Emperor Severus. Niebuhr 
( Vortrage iii. p. 360, note) thought it absurd that Ptolemais in Upper 
Egypt should have a Greek city-constitution, yet the capital not so. 
He held that the first Ptolemy, who established 0uXai, etc. , had granted 
it, but that in Physkon’s persecutions of the Greek inhabitants this 
part of the population with its privileges had disappeared, so that the 
Romans only found natives and Jews, with the soldatesca, still residing 
there. The fact remains that w’e have found more than one decree 
of the ^ouXt) of Ptolemais. We have not a word concerning its exist- 
ence at Alexandria. Concerning the 5 ^/uoi, see the important informa- 
tion of the Pet. Pap. utilised by Wilcken in his review of my book, 
Gottingen GA for 1895, pp. 136 sqq. 
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many such independent cities in Syria and Palestine, with 
the date of their own era, which meant the starting-point 
of their existence, or the declaration of their independence. 
Alexandria was not set up on this model. Her inhabitants 
had m^ny privileges, so much so that in after days it was 
the necessary step for a native, who desired the Roman 
franchise, first to acquire the status of an Alexandrian.^ 
Unfortunately we have no details beyond the triviality that 
while the rest of the population could be beaten with the 
whip, the Alexandrian only with a stick.^ The whip was 
probably nothing else than the kurbash used till yesterday 
to keep the natives in order. 

§ 51. We may, however, be certain that Alexandria 
was free from most of the taxes that weighed upon the 
country population. Just as the Turks made Stamboul 
free of taxes, so it is more than probable that the poll-tax 
was not levied in the capital, and also that some indirect 
taxes were not there enforced.^ Thus we find that veterans 
settled in the Fayyum, under the next Ptolemy, speak in 
their wills of their furnished house in Alexandria, 100 
miles distant. No doubt this enabled them to retain 
the privileges of that sort of citizenship. 

^ Pliny {Letters x. 5, 6) had asked for the Roman franchise for his 
trainer, Harpocrates. Sed admonitus sum a peritioribus debuisse me 
ante ei Alexandrinam civitatem inpetrarcy deinde Romanam^ quoniam 
esset Aegyptius, Trajan, in his reply, makes a special compliment of 
giving the Roman franchise, but issues a letter (tantamount to an order) 
to the prefect of Egypt, to grant the Alexandrian conditions. 

2 Philo in Place. lo. In modern Egypt the distinction would be 
by no means trivial, as it marks a difference of race. To strike an 
European with a kurbash would be a horrible insult. 

* We have now in the Revenue Papyrus, cols. 61 the frequent 
formula xat c^o-re ets r’qv ev AXe^a^Speiai diaOeaiv (stores, or wholesale 
market) ov reXos ovOev Trpa^crat, applying to the amount of oil (sesame 
and croton) which each nome should furnish yearly. But Mr, Grenfell 
interprets this passage differently. 
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But the only assembly recognised there was that of the 
‘ Macedonian ^ soldiers, who proclaimed a new king, or 
could try a state-prisoner, as they had done under the old 
home kings. This occasional and not strictly organised 
assembly was generally backed up by a great mob,^whose 
influence under a weak ruler might increase into a veritable 
despotism.^ The early Ptolemies saw the danger, and 
kept the city submissive with the aid of a large mercenary 
force, so well paid and appointed that service in Egypt 
was the promised land of the Greek soldier of fortune. 

We shall return again to the details of government at 
the opening of the next reign. What here concerns us is 
only the general principle adopted by Ptolemy in contrast 
to that of Seleukos, and indeed to that of Alexander. But 
both Alexander and Seleukos proposed to themselves to 
rule as emperors over a conglomerate of widely varying 
nationalities or states, in each of which the free cities 
would form a nucleus of civilisation, and a moral support 
to the imperial crown. Ptolemy, as far as Egypt went, 
had a different task before him, or rather, he chose to 
solve his task in a different way. He possessed indeed a 
homogeneous, isolated kingdom, which he could control 
personally and completely from his capital. But did it 
not require real genius for any one of the Diadochi to 
abandon the great idea framed and partly carried out by 
their matchless master, who was the very ideal to them 
of imperial monarchy? This is the great historic claim 
to honour of the first Ptolemy,^ and how thoroughly 
Aristotle would have agreed with him ! 

^ This is what Julius Caesar tells us, BelU Civ. iii. sub Jin. 

* Mommsen {RG v. 559-62), while perfectly appreciating the facts, 
and comparing the Ptolemaic monarchy to that of Frederick the Great, 
where an able king, labouring incessantly at the administration, is the 
personal benefactor of all his people {<ebcpyiTrii\ fails to see this great merit. 
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§ 52. It was remarked that, while founding cities in 
outlying dependencies, the Ptolemies avoided doing so in 
Egypt. The first Ptolemy only founded two that we can 
name, Ptolemais ^ (now the site of Menshieh), which suc- 
ceeded to the prosperity of Thebes, and Menelaos, the 
principal place in fhe Nitriotic nome south-west of Alex- 
andria, which was called, says Strabo, after the king's 
brother. About the man Menelaos we know nothing 
beyond his military command in Cyprus, and about the 
city nothing but the name.^ Ptolemais is specially re- 
ported to have been founded on the Greek model, and 
the %w inscriptions which have as yet been discovered 
there corroborate the statement of Strabo. There was 
a guild of Dionysiac artists settled there, which shows 
that even Greek amusements had to be supplied for its 
populafion.^ It is certain that the settlement dates from 
the first king, but (as Niebuhr argued) if it was his prin- 
ciple not to allow civic liberties in Alexandria, why should 
he set up another city with greater privileges ? My reply 
is, that we now know from the Revenue Papyrus, which 
agrees very well with Strabo,^ that the list of Ptolemaic 

^ The evidence of this is an epigram of a certain Celsus, given in 
CIG 4925 KQ.I irarfyrjs y\vK€p 7 }s llToXe/^atSos rjp e7ro[Xi]<^<r6*' 2 wrw/), 
and the fact that special priests of Soter, established in this city, are 
mentioned in many papyri ; cf. also Strabo p. 813. 

2 Strange to say, the vofios MeveXairyjs is not placed by the geo- 
graphers around this town, but on the coast adjoining Alexandria to 
the east. 

^ There are two resolutions passed by the ‘artists attached to 
Dionysus and the Brother gods ’ — a guild resident in the city of 
Ptolemais — preserved in the Museum of Gizeh (room 40), and numbered 
301 and 307 in the Catalogue of 1893. Cf. Addit, Note p. 488. 

^ Some critics had assumed a gap in Strabo’s text (xvii. i, 41*42) 
because he st«ps suddenly in his enumeration of the nomes when he 
reaches the Thebais. We may now be sure that he was copying from a 
document such as that we have recovered. 
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nomes ended with Kynopolis, and that the whole south 
country was called the Thebaid. It is quite likely that 
Ptolemy found it difficult to persuade Hellenic settlers to 
go so far up the river, and only persuaded them to do 
so by establishing them in a sort of southern capital with 
special privileges.^ 

It was now that Thebes and its wonders were opened 
to ordinary Greek travellers, and we can still see, in the 
transcript of Diodorus, the astonishment of Hecataeus of 
Abdera, and other Greek tourists, who ascended the river 
from Ptolemais, and visited the splendours of the Tombs 
of the Kings. Stray Greek mercenaries had of course 
penetrated farther. Inscriptions at Abu-Simbel, and even 
at Wadi Haifa of far older date tell us that. But now first 
was Thebes open to the tourist, as Syene was opened to 
him by the expedition of the next king.‘^ We may‘'assume 
that the populations of decaying Thebes and of Abydos, 
once great centres of wealth, came to swell the new city. 

But what happened at Naukratis, an old Hellenic 
settlement certainly possessing its own communal constitu- 
tion, and proving it to us by the occurrence of two coins, 
which seem to date from this very period?^ It is not 
unlikely that Cleomenes, a citizen of Naukratis, whom 
Ptolemy found controlling the country, may have pro- 

^ Mommsen {KG v. 557 note) expresses his opinion that the so- 
called privileges of Ptolemais were only those granted to Alexandria. 
Whether Naukratis was allowed to preserve her old constitution he 
thinks doubtful. 

It has been already stated that Alexander, when in Egypt, ordered 
certain Chian politicians, who had made disturbances in Asia Minor, 
and were brought to him as prisoners, to be sent to Elephantine, there 
to be kept in strict internment (Arrian iii. 2). It would appear from 
this that the island had been a penal settlement undvr the Persian 
domination. 

® Cf. W. F. Petrie Naukratis i. p. 66. 
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moted this assertion of liberty, and it may have been one 
of the reasons why Ptolemy so promptly got rid of him. 
The majority of the important people at Naukratis could 
be bribed or coerced into the greater and more brilliant 
Alexandria ; the rest were too insignificant to make them- 
selves heard. At all events Naukratis sinks henceforward 
into a mere Egyptian town, ruled, we may assume, as all 
the rest were, b> officers of the crown. ^ 

§ 53. It is sometimes stated that the new foundation 
of Crocodilopolis ^ in the Fayyum was also a city on the 
Greek model. Neither the many documents recovered 
fromithe papers of that city nor the statements of Strabo 
support this view. It appears to me that the position of 
capital in a nome precluded in some way the existence of 
Hellenic political rights ; Ptolemais, being beyond or out- 
side theflPtolemaic nomes, though the chief town of the whole 
Thebaid, stands on a different footing. Even Naukratis 
is mentioned as a distinct item in the Saitic nome.^ 

^ This may have been the case, even though old traditions were 
maintained. We now know that Philadelphus was at pains to restore 
and enlarge the Hcllenion there, and G. Lumhroso {JEcon. poU p, 222) 
infers from the mention of riiioOxot in the papyrus 60^ of the Louvre col- 
lection, in relation to this very Hellenion, that the old magistracies of 
the city still survived in Ptolemaic days. But in the present case (cf. 
Athenaeus, p. 149 f. to which he refers) they were religious officers regu- 
lating religious feasts, which is exactly what we should expect, even if 
all those of political importance were abolished. An oiKovofios tuv Kara 
N. is mentioned (under Philopator) in an inscription (below, § 158 note). 
This seems quite Egyptian, not Greek. The governors of provinces in 
the Syrian empire were called satraps, even in Cilicia Pap, ll. xlv.), 
those of the Ptolemies were strategi. i]y€/ji6p€i was a military title 
common to both. 

^ It is frequently spoken of as the city of Arsinoe, which was a name 
it did not possess till long after. In all the early papyri it is the city of 
the Crocodiles in the Arsinoite nome (to distinguish it from that in the 
Pathyrite nome). 

* In the enumeration of nomes in the Revenue Papyrus col. 60. 

G 
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But in addition to Egypt, which was to a great extent 
literally crown property, there were outlying possessions or 
dependencies of the crown of Egypt which required very 
different treatment. There was Cyrene, most valuable for 
the production of silphium, and for its breed of horses, not 
to say for its very pure and distinguished Greek population. 
There was Cyprus, which supplied Egypt with timber and 
with copper; there was Palestine, the highway to Syria 
and to Babylon, not only the great source of produce most 
important to Egypt, such as balm and asphalt, but the home 
of a stirring mercantile population, invaluable as friends, 
dangerous as enemies. There was, moreover, the whole 
series of islands through the Aegean, which, from the 
moment that Demetrius’ sea-power was broken (in 294 B.C.), 
and he himself interned by Seleukos, became the subject 
in some sense of the Egyptian naval power, which ruled 
the waters for several generations. These various depend- 
encies, often mutinous, often occupied by his enemies 
with a superior force, offered great difficulties, both mili- 
tary and diplomatic, and left ample scope for the king to 
show his resources as a statesman. 

§ 54. Cyrene was the easiest to control, so far as the 
population was concerned. For here, beyond the reach 
of the great armies which had intimidated most Hellenic 
cities under Alexander and his generals, the old feud of 
aristocrat and populace was in full vigour. The whole 
territory was occupied by a group of independent com- 
munities always jealous, and often at variance. Within 
each city the majority of votes in the assembly was set 
against the preponderance of wealth, and so we have those 
desperate wars of city factions, in which e^her side is 
ready to call in a foreign force, in order to subdue, or 
massacre, or exile, its opponents. And then there are 
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always exiles, seeking to be restored to property and power 
by foreign intervention. But as soon as they are restored, 
there is the usual impatience of foreign control, especially 
of the control of that sentimental bugbear, a king, who 
prevents the restored from wreaking their vengeance, 
and msists on preserving peace. Thus it w^s very easy 
for Ptolemy to obtain a pretext for interference, but not so 
easy to maintain permanent order and obedience in this 
remote appanage of his empire. He could only rule it 
by keeping a military force there under a viceroy. 

The course of events showed that these viceroys them- 
selves were not trustworthy. Whenever they were able to 
reconcile the cities to harmony under their sway, they too 
were ready to throw off their allegiance, and become 
monarchs for themselves. This ambition was of course 
promoted by all the inducements which the rivals of 
Egypt, especially the Macedonian monarchy, could offer. 

The policy of Ptolemy was consistent under all these 
difficulties. He never trusted the Cyrenaica to rule itself, 
which would mean that it must fall into the hands of some 
military adventurer ; but he left to his lieutenant, and 
under him to the cities, great liberty. That he ruled in 
the interests of the richer classes is obvious. That he drew 
subsidies from the taxes upon exports, and regulated the 
external policy of the Cyrenaica, may be assumed as 
certain. But their internal arrangements did not concern 
him ; probably he knew it to be his interest to keep both 
factions, the aristocratic and popular, alive, and at vari- 
ance. His only danger lay in a loyal combination of all the 
cities, either as a federation, or under a popular viceroy. 

§ 55. His control of Cyprus was much more high- 
handed. He had to deal here not with free Greek com- 
munities, but with local ‘ kings ' or dynasts, who ruled the 
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various cities of the island after the manner of the tyrants 
in Greece, except that they seem to have possessed here- 
ditary power, which the Greek tyrant very seldom estab- 
lished. Ptolemy was ready to attach them to his house 
even by alliance with his family, though we may note that 
it was only a bastard daughter whom he gave away to 
Eunostos, king of Soli. But when these kings played 
him false, and joined his opponents, they did so at the risk 
not only of their thrones but of their lives. This we 
know from the case of Nicocles, tyrant of Paphos, whom 
he compelled to commit suicide (which his whole family 
also did) on the plea of suspected treason.^ Ptoleifiy’s 
brother Menelaos was for some time viceroy of Cyprus ; 
in after days it was usual for a royal prince to be sent 
there ; he collected and forwarded the taxes of the island 
to his sovran. It is remarkable that, while this was the 
simple form of government, the cities under the kings were 
still counted free cities, which retained their right of local 
coinage, like the cities of Cyrene, and were even allowed 
to use a local era — e.^, the era of the people of Kition 
— to mark the date of their independence. They had, 
according to inscriptions, their council (fiovkrj), and con- 
sequently their assembly.^ But these must have been a 
mere shadow, like the constitution of the Greek cities 
long afterwards under Roman sway ; the practical power 

^ This tragic story is told by Diodorus xx. 21. 

® According to M. Ph. Berger (Acad, des Inscriptions, etc., Comptes 
rendus for December 1893) ^ 1 *^ traces of Phoenician worship and of 
hereditary priesthoods in the north of the island show a strong Semitic 
influence, and he even infers that the Ptolemaic rule was marked by a 
revival of the national spirit which had been suffering from Hellenic 
influences. I do not know any evidence sufficient for this* conclusion. 
In whatever cases the cities had cast out despots who opposed Ptolemy, 
he would naturally favour their local autonomies. 
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lay with the kings, and through them Ptolemy conquered, 
lost, and ultimately recovered the island.^ 

§ 56. His relations to Palestine are more difficult to 
undeKtand, or at least, are not explained by the historians 
who tell us the facts. It was noticed as remarkable with 
what favour Alexander had treated the Jews. In contrast 
to Tyre and Gaza, Jerusalem, which offered no resistance 
to his conquest, received every consideration. In another 
place I have pointed out that to Alexander the friendship 
of this people was a military advantage of the highest im- 
portance. The Jewish diaspora^ scattered through all the 
cities of inner Asia as far at least as Rhagae, were in 
frequent contact with Jerusalem, and made regular voyages 
to its t|iniple. Hence to an invader of Asia, who had no 
maps, no full information as to the routes and resources 
for feeding his army, no organised system of interpreters, 
these Jews were the natural intelligence department.^ 

^ I disagree with Droysen who is led by the numismatists to assert 
that the Cyprian cities were of the strict Greek type. Diodorus is 
express on the other side, viz. xvi. 42 kv ydip Taiir^y 7r6X€is 

d^idXoyoi fj^v 0\ vTrb db raiJras ffyrTjpxe rerayfi^ya fUKpd TroXlaixara 
rd irpoaKvpovtfTa rots O' irbXcauf. eKdarij 5b toOtwv etxe ^aerCKba rijs fxbv 
7r6Xews dpxovTa, tQ 5b ^aaiXcT tQv TLcpffCjv 5iroT€Ta.y(ibvov, As soon 
as these people revolt against the Persians, abroKpdropas rds I5las 
/ 3 a<riXe/ar iTroLTjffav, Is this compatible with Greek polities ? 

2 Cf. 'I'obit i. 6, 14. Tobit, dwelling with his deported tribesmen 
near Nineveh, goes regularly to J erusalem, and also to Rhagae, where 
he deposits money with a friend. 

® A hint of the truth is contained in the answer put by Josephus 
{AntL xi. 8, § 5) into the king’s mouth, when he was asked why he 
specially venerated the high -priest. Alexander replies: when I was 
reflecting how I could conquer Asia, a figure dressed like the high- 
priest appearrd to me in a dream, and told me not to delay, for that 
he would himself lead my army and make over to me the Persian 
empire. Here are the actual words : Kal Trpbs ifiavrbv SiatTKeirroiiii^ip 
fioif ttQs dp Kparliffai/u rijs 'AaLai, vapeKeXedero fib] fiiXXeip AXXA Oapaovpra 
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They knew all the roads, stations, towns, fords in the 
interior, and could communicate through the Jewish resi- 
dents of the diaspora with all the foreign nations of the 
far provinces. Hence it was, as Arrian tells us, that a 
large number of Jews took military service under •Alex- 
ander, and went with him, first to Egypt, and then to Asia. 

It is added by Josephus that the king settled a great 
number of them in his new Alexandria, a statement which 
can hardly be false. When a large new population, especially 
of trading people, was required, the Jews were at hand, 
friendly to the king, and ready to seize the all-impoKant 
moment. He further states ^ that Alexander gave the Jews 
rights equal to those of the Macedonians and Greeks in that 
city. Seeing that it was not a Greek polis^ and that these 
rights were rather privileges over the aborigines, «»or im- 
munities from taxes, I am disposed to believe this also.^ 
Moreovei in the settlement of the Fayyum they (or the 
Samaritans) were allowed to found villages, and there are 
allusions which point to their being on a par with the 
Greeks.^ But surely the so-called Macedonians must 

dia^alvcLP * aiJrds '>A/) Tjy'^aeaOal fioi r^s orrpaTLas Kai ttju II. irapaSthaeip 

^ Coni. Apion, 2, 4. 

* Mommsen {KG v. 491), in a very instructive note, discusses the 
question, and by the way contradicts the view he had adopted earlier 
{op, cit. iii. 442). As, however, he does not express himself clearly 
concerning the privileges of the Macedonians and Greeks, he does not 
decide the matter. 

^ Especially the fragment published in the Pet, Pap, i. p. 43 : 

CCS Ttt airo5oxia rrji xw/at/s 
vapa TU)p lovdanap xot rtap 

CKafftov oiapLaros S 

(viz. for each slave which they had, a tax of half a drachnea), 
xat TOVTO Xoyeverai dia 
At . . . lov Tov eiria-Tarov, 

Mr. Grenfell, among the pap3nri he acquired in 1895, l^^s shown me 
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always have had that right of meeting as free men in arms, 
which they brought with them from their homes, and which 
no other Alexandrian could claim. 

The Jews, then, under Alexander were made at home 
in Egy<;[ot, and were friendly to the Macedonian conquest. 
For if they had met with some violence at his hands, they 
had also received unusual favours. When Ptolemy had 
succeeded to the throne of Egypt, and had beaten off the 
attack of Perdikkas, he forthwith made an invasion into 
Palestine and Syria, and annexed all the country.^ When 
driven out of it by Antigonus, we hear that he carried off 
to Egypt a large number of the inhabitants either as 
slaves, or as compulsory settlers. And this happened 
apparently four ^imes. He always retreated in time 
to carry his booty with him. But in spite of these re- 
peated raids, or temporary occupations, and this repeated 
carrying off of plunder from Palestine, we are persistently 
informed that the house of Ptolemy was most popular 
with the Jews, in contrast to those of the other Diadochi, 
Antigonus, and afterwards Seleukos. Whenever the Seleu- 
kids did occupy Palestine, they took it by force, and held 
it by force. 

§ 57. Whence did the lasting popularity of the Lagidae 
arise ? Diodorus lays great stress on the pleasant manners 
and courtesy of the first Ptolemy, and contrasts it with the 
harshness of Perdikkas, and the overbearing roughness of 
Antigonus. But this is not sufficient. There must have 

one (K) from the Fayyum speaking of the aa^^adiov (synagogue) of 
Aristippus, son of Jakoub, no doubt in Samaria there. In another (O) 
from Luxor, a Jew called Danooul is accused of cheating a man in the 
sale of a horse. Both these are of the second century b.c. 

^ Agatharchides of Knidos, as quoted by Josephus (xii. i), says that 
he seized and occupied Jerusalem by fraud, making a sudden attack on 
the Sabbath day. 
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been far larger causes to outbalance the considerable dis- 
turbance, if not suffering, caused to the people of Palestine 
by the repeated armed incursions and occupations of the 
Egyptians. 1 

Two such causes present themselves, one senti^nental, 
the other real. 

In the long duel between Mesopotamia and Egypt, 
when Palestine lay between the hammer and the anvil, 
and was the prey alternately of Assyrian and Egyptian 
conquerors, the feeling of the people had turned to Egypt 
as the lesser evil, if conquest there must be. Ther^?, was 
something harsher and fiercer about the Assyrians or the 
Babylonians. Captives were treated better in Egypt, and 
the land was so near Palestine that they knew its comforts 
and its luxuries, and ’could expect to make a home there. 
We learn this feeling from the angry objurgations of the 
later Hebrew prophets, who oppose its influence with 
all their might. They know the cruelties and hardships 
of Babylonian dominion, the miseries of Babylonish exile ; 
but these are far better for the people of Jehovah than 
the fleshpots of idolatrous Egypt, where the captive 
will be well fed and happy, and forget his God. Thus 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel are always contending against the 
desire of the wealthier Jews to go and settle in Egypt.^ 
But they were unable to prevent it. The ultimate violent 
deportation by Nebuchadnezzar to inner Asia must have 
burnt this hatred for Babylonia (in comparison with Egypt) 
deep into the popular mind. 

^ These hardships are emphasised by Josephus xii. i ; iroX^/40i/s re 
avvexeis koX fiaKpoifs (rvvi^aive yheaBaif koX tAs 7r6Xets KaKoiradeiv^ koI 
iroXXoC'S h rots &yu)(riv diro^dWety rwv olKrirdpwv, tbs k(^ tV ^vplav 
dwaaav {nrb IlToXc/xa/ou rod Adyov, 'Ltar^pos rbre xpiyAtar/foi^ros, rA ivavrla, 
vaSeiv aCroO ry itrcKX^crei. 

® Cf. Jeremiah xlix.-li. ; Ezechiel xxix., xxx., xxxii., etc. 
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When the Persians succeeded to the empire of 
Mesopotamia, it was only the founder Cyrus who treated 
the Jews with consideration ; he alone was broad-minded 
enough to respect their religion. The succeeding kings 
were either bigoted, or cruel, or both ; and the inhabitants 
of Palestine could not congratulate themselves upon the 
change of dynasty. The Persians in their wars against 
Greece and against Egypt had compelled many Jews 
and Phoenicians to serve. The conquest of their coun- 
try by Ochus (350 b.c.), on his way to Egypt, had been 
marked by great cruelties,^ and was still fresh in Jewish 
memories. 

None of these extreme misfortunes had ever resulted 
from Egyptian occupation. Many Jews had found a friendly 
reception there in recent times. 'Thus there must have 
been a strong sentiment, produced by long experience, in 
favour of Egypt, and against the inland powers of the 
North East. 

§ 58. The policy adopted by Seleukos in his Empire 
must have greatly strengthened this feeling. He under- 
took to found a great number of cities on the Hellenic 
model through all his various provinces, not the least in 
Coele-Syria, and along the course of the Jordan. We do 
not know what arrangements were made with the surround- 
ing inhabitants of each city : how the territory of each city 
was acquired, and what indemnity, if any, was granted to 
the old possessors. But we may be sure there were many 
cases of positive hardship and injustice, not to speak of 
the theological objections which the Jews would have to 
Greek cities, with Greek manners and gods, settled through 
their coun^>ry. 

Ptolemy avoided this policy. During, his long occupa- 
^ Diod, xvi. 45. 
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tion of the country, we are not aware of any new founda- 
tion in Palestine. Ptolemais (Ake) on the sea -coast 
could hardly count, as the fortresses along the Philistian 
coast were inhabited by people hostile to the Jews, whose 
subjection to Ptolemy and subsequent quietness ^ould 
benefit their unfriendly neighbours. Thus while Ptolemy 
would provide for any number of Jewish emigrants in 
Egypt, and make room in their homes for the rest, 
Seleukos would crowd the country with heathen settlers, 
privileged in their cities, offering a bad example, and 
much inducement to follow it, to the ambitious youtj;^ of 
Judaea. Such considerations account for the comparative 
popularity of Ptolemy, though a foreign conqueror. 

§ 59. We come now to the relations subsisting between 
Ptolemy and the islands of the Aegean. I have already 
narrated his interference on behalf of Rhodes, and the 
extraordinary gratitude of that community for the supplies 
of men and provisions which he sent them.^ The position 
of Rhodes was too independent to admit of any politi- 
cal interference with its constitution ; yet the religious 
honours conferred upon the king amounted to those of a 
second founder. But more than once he passed through the 
Aegean, not only to Athens, but either he or his admirals 
swept the sea up to the Hellespont, declaring the freedom 
and autonomy of these little communities. About 289-8 
B.c. he was approached by a begging embassy from Athens, 
organised by Demochares, and contributed 50 talents to 
the demes of Athens. ^ But the fact that stingy Lysi- 
machos gave 130, only shows how much more important 

M 40. 

* Ps.-Plut. Decree in vita Democharis, It is with a passage of 
indignant eloquence on this beggarly patriotism that Grote closes his 
immortal history (ch. xcvi.yf«, / ch. xcvii. is a mere appendix). 
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the good will of Athens was to the king of Thrace in his 
impending struggle with Seleukos. Possibly Lysimachos 
was paying the Athenians for the possession of Lemnos, 
which served him to check the Egyptian naval supremacy, 
for we now know that Seleukos gave back the island to the 
Athenians, who complained of the tyranny of Lysimachos.^ 
It appears from the inscriptions found by M. Homolle at 
Delos, that there was a confederation of the islanders — 
KOLvhv Twv vrj(rio)T(ov — of which the king of Egypt was 
formal president, and which celebrated, probably at Tenos, 
a fertival called Urokeixata.^ Unfortunately none of the 
inscriptions as yet found specify the particular king of 
the series, and it has usually been assumed by historians 
that the League was formed by the diplomacy of Phil- 
adelph^s. In the absence of positive evidence I incline to 
think that the first Ptolemy is more probably the author 
of this important adjunct to the naval power of Egypt. 
He was for a long time contending with Demetrius for 
the supremacy by sea and, though sometimes defeated, 
succeeded ultimately in consolidating his power. We 
may be certain that the Rhodians lent all their influence 
to aid this combination. It seems to me more likely 
that the active and stirring Soter effected it, than the 
somewhat easy-going Philadelphus. Moreover, had the 
latter really been the author, some of his many flatterers 
would probably have told us all about it. 

§ 60. I have reserved till now any mention of the 
famous Museum at Alexandria, which has also been 
ascribed by many to the second king, but which was 
certainly the work of Soter, aided by the advice of 
• 

^ Cf. Athenaeus vi. pp. 254!., and the inscription from Lemnos dis- 
cussed by Wilhelm in Hermes xxiii. pp. 454 sqq, 

- BCH viii. p. 242. 
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Demetrius of Phaleron,^ who migrated to Egypt a short 
time after his expulsion (307 b.c.) by Demetrius the 
Besieger from Athens, which he had governed for 
Casander during at least ten years. This Demetrius the 
philosopher is known to have been against the sucR^ession 
of Philadelphus to the throne, and in favour of the elder 
Ptolemy Keraunos, in consequence of which the new king 
disliked him and sent him into exile.^ 

It is indeed strange that so famous a seat of learning 
should not have left us some account of its foundation, 
its constitution, and its early fortunes. No other school 
of such moment among the Greeks is so obscure to us 
now. And yet it was founded in the broad daylight of 
history, by a famous king, in one of the most frequented 
cities of the world. The whole modern literatureron the 
subject is a literature of conjectures. If it were possible 
to examine the site, which now lies twenty feet deep 
under the modern city, many questions which we ask 
in vain might be answered. The real outcome of 
the great school is fortunately preserved. In literary 
criticism, in exact science, in geography and kindred 
studies, the Museum made advances in knowledge which 

^ I find that Wilamowitz in his Antigonus von Karystos holds the 
same view, which is supported with good arguments by K, Kuiper 
in the Proceedings of the Utrecht Society of Letters for 1894. 
He shows that the current statement that Demetrius Phalereus and 
Philadelphus together founded it must be false, as the two men were 
opposed, and the rise of one produced the fall of the other. The whole 
structure of the Museum is so distinctly what we might expect from the 
Peripatetic philosopher, that we are compelled to maintain his claim, 
and reject that of Philadelphus. As Ptolemy and his fleet were on the 
Greek coast during 307 B.C., Demetrius may have accomp^ied the king 
back to Egypt. 

Cf. Plutarch de Exit. p. 602 ; Diog. L. v. 78 ; Cicero pv Rabir, 
Post, 9, and many more references in Susemihl’s GAL i. 138-42. 
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were among the most important in the progress of 
human civilisation. If the produce in poetry and in 
philosophy was poor, we must attribute such failure to 
the decadence of that century, in comparison with the 
classical days of Ionia and of Athens. But in preserving 
the great masters of the golden age, the Library, which 
was part of the same foundation, did more than we can 
estimate. It is, therefore, well worth while to tell what 
is known, and to weigh what has been conjectured, con- 
cerning the origin of this, the greatest glory of Ptolemaic 

Alexandria.^ 

% 

§ 6i. The idea of making Alexandria a centre, not only of 
commerce but of letters, seems to have matured gradually in 
the mind of the king. The date of the foundation is nearly 
determined by the arrival of the philosopher Demetrius in Egypt, 
where hethelped the king’s idea to take shape by his experience 
of the academies of Athens. The very name museum^ which 
is still in Germany applied to literary clubs, points to an Attic 
origin. It is well known that a nominal religious cult gave 
security to the property of each school, and that each society of 
the kind at Athens gradually became an independent corpora- 
tion, endowed by the founder and by his disciples. The state 
stood aloof, except at a few stray moments, when it interfered 

^ The literature worth reading on the subject is Clinton Fasti iii. 
380 sq. \ Ritschl Opuscula vol. i. ; Bernhardy Greek Literature i. 
pp. 527-42 ; Weniger das Alex, Museum Berlin 1875 * Holm G. G, 
iv. cap. 14, with his many valuable references. In the following 
short sketch of the literary Alexandria of Ptolemy Soter, it would be 
absurd to crowd my pages with the authorities for each statement, 
as the critical reader will find them all in the Index of Susemihl’s 
Gesckichte der Griech. Litt, in der A lexandrinerzeil (GAL) 2 vols. 1892, 
a perfect thesaurus of knowledge on the subject. Nor will I trouble 
him with the uncertainties and controversies which cloud almost every 
assertion which we can make on the subject ; fortunately this book is 
only concernedr with literature, so far as it affects Egyptian history. 
The following extract is taken from my Greek Life and Thought^ etc , , 
where the literary aspects of this age are more fully considered. 
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to repress or persecute. It was clearly out of the question 
for the military bureaucracy of Egypt to tolerate a powerful 
intellectual force of this kind ,beyond government control and 
patronage. Hence from the first the endowment of the new 
Museum was a state allowance, given directly by the king 
to each member. But for what ? 

Ptolemy was by no means interested in the spread of any 
special doctrine ; he probably knew little, and cared less, about 
the differences of the Athenian schools. What he wanted was 
to have celebrated men thinking and writing at Alexandria, 
and he left it at first to the superior judgment of Demetrius, 
and perhaps to his own son, the crown prince, what the com- 
plexion of the school — if such we can call it — should be. It 
seems, therefore, that the king and his minister of education 
founded an institution more like an old college at Oxford or 
Cambridge than anything else of the kind. It was a founda- 
tion supported by the king, and adjoining the royal buildings, 
in which there was a Commons’ Hall, courts, cloisters, and 
gardens, where dwelt men selected for their literary and 
scientific eminence.^ They were under a provost or principal, 
who was a priest, and who was nominated by the king, but 
whose religious services in the college were apparently con- 
fined to the formal cult of the Muses, a feature borrowed from 
the Academy at Athens. It may serve to show the contrast 
of spirit between the republican academics of Athens and 
the Royal University of Alexandria, that the priest of the 
Muses, who had the charge of the religious services of the 
Peripatetic Academy, and was for the time president in the 
Commons’ Hall, was elected by the members for thirty days, 
on the last of which he gave an entertainment, partly by sub- 
scription and partly at his own cost. The ecclesiastical head 
of the Museum was nominated by the king, apparently for no 
short or fixed period, but no doubt during royal pleasure. If 
this provost was also the high priest of Sarapis, we come to 
something like the Episcopal Visitors in some of our old colleges. 
It is certain that he was not an Egyptian. We hear the names 
of no Egyptians mentioned as members of the Museum, and the 
Egyptian reaction upon Greek and Jewish philosophy certainly 
did not work through the Museum. This college, on the con- 


^ Strabo xvii. i, 8. 
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trary, like our own ancient colleges, was rather a home of 
critical research and of erudition than of new ideas and of the 
advancement of knowledge. Its provost was probably no more 
important intellectually than the heads of houses are now at 
our universities. The endowed fellows were no doubt men of 
leami^, still more men of critical habit, and sometimes great 
men of science. But they seem rather to have taught accu- 
rate!)' what was known than to have ventured into new paths 
in philosophy or religion. 

§ 62. It is moreover tolerably certain that teaching and 
tutorial work were not among the early conditions of their 
appointment, just as in the foundation of old Oxford colleges 
there was sometimes a provision that the fellows should not be 
reqiJlred to spend their energy in teaching, but should devote 
it to their own studies. ^ Yet, just as at Oxford this admirable 
provision gradually went out of fashion, and was discarded for 
the lower view of making the colleges advanced boarding- 
schools, so at Alexandria young men naturally gathered about 
the Museum, and the Fellows of that college were gradually 
persuaded to undertake tutorial or professorial work. And 
this too determined more clearly than ever their function to be 
that of promoting erudition and not knowledge. In pure 
mathematics, starting from Euclid, in medicine and allied re- 
searches, in natural history, we may make exception, and say 
that the University of Alexandria did original work ; but, on 
the whole, we can conceive thinking men in later classical days 
saying what they now say of our richly-endowed colleges — that 
the outcome has not been worth the cost. 

The Museum of Alexandria can certainly vindicate itself 
before the world. Apart from the scientific side, which 
requires special knowledge to discuss, and for which I there- 
fore refer to Mr. Gow's History of Greek Mathematics^ the 
P'ellows of the Museum, when brought together into a society 
by their intercourse with the second Ptolemy, developed that 
critical spirit which sifted the wheat from the chaff in Greek 
literature, and preserved for us the great masterpieces in 
carefully edited texts. 

It also^^^became the model to men who wished to found 

^ This is so, for example, in the foundation of Queen’s College, and 
appears in the modern history of All Souls, Oxford. 
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colleges. There were several more such houses founded at 
Alexandria, one for example by the Emperor Claudius, with 
the condition that his own historical works should be read 
through there publicly once a year. So the Jews had a school 
there, and presently the Christians — all separate centres for 
study. ^ 

It seems therefore quite legitimate to compare this condi- 
tion of things with the old English universities and their 
colleges. Foreign scholars writing about it are not familiar 
with these colleges, and therefore the analogy does not strike 
them. But though there were many points of difference — 
notably the very questionable advantage of the Museum being 
situated in a great capital, the adjunct to a royal palace, directly 
supported by annual royal gifts — the likeness is too stroi^ to 
be evaded, and makes the history of this establishment of the 
deepest interest to English students. 

§ 63. So it came to pass that Ptolemy Soter gathered into 
his capital every kind of splendour. He had secured for it the 
most important monument of its kind in the world — the tomb 
of the great Alexander, which commanded the veneration of 
centuries, down to the debased age of Caracalla. He estab- 
lished the most brilliant palace and court, with festivals which 
were the wonder of the world. He gathered all that he could 
command of learning and literary fame. And for this the city 
was adequate by the largeness and splendour of its external 
appearance. We have it described in later times as astonish- 
ing the beholder not only with its vastness — to wander 
through its streets, says Achilles Tatius, is an cVSt^/xos 
aTTo&rffjLia^ taking a tour without leaving home — but with the 
splendour of the colonnades which lined the streets for miles, 

' The colonnades were a distinct feature of Hellenistic cities, not- 
ably Alexandria and Antioch, in the latter of which they are especially 
described. The modern reader who desires to feel the effect of this will 
find it in the city of Bologna, where most of the streets are built in 
this way. The result is a great development of echoes^ which sound 
very strangely through the quiet hours. This peculiar sound must 
be appreciated to understand Polybius’s famous narrative of the riot 
at Alexandria (xv. 25 sq . ), and seems to me also implied ih Apollonius 
Rhodius’s description of night (iii. 749), kvvCjv vXaKij h-* dvdi TrrdXiv, 
ov 6p6os ijev TjX'^eLs. 



Ill 


PTOLEMV I 


97 


and kept the ways cool for passengers ; with the din and 
bustle of the thoroughfares, of which the principal were horse 
and carriage ways, contrary to the usual Greek practice ; with 
the number and richness of its public buildings, and with the 
holiday and happy air of its vast population, who rested not 
day and night, but had their streets so weH lighted that the 
author just named says the sun did not set, but was distributed 
in small change — i^Atos KaraKepfiarC^LDV — to illumine the gay 
night. The palaces and other royal buildings and parks were 
walled off, like the Palace at Pekin, and had their own port 
and seashore, but all the rest of the town had water near it 
' and ship traffic in all directions. Every costume and language 
must have been met in its streets and quays. It had its 
fashionable suburbs too, and its bathing resorts to the east, 
Canopus, Eleusis, and Nicopolis ; to the west its Necropolis. 
But of all this splendour no eye-witness has left^ us any 
detail. 

I can find but few recent studies upon this great sub- 
ject.2 tven Lumbroso, so learned and so thorough on 
other Graeco-Egyptian questions, has barely touched the 
Museum and the Library in either of his excellent books.® 
No doubt he found that there was no new material at 
hand. We do not know how many Fellows were ap- 
pointed on his Foundation by Soter, and can only infer 
from the bitter jibe of Timon that there were a good 
many, and that he thought them occupied about idle 
controversies, under royal control — 

^ It did not enter into Strabo’s plan to give more than a very general 
account of Alexandria, and he has done it badly enough. The corona- 
tion scene in Polybius (xv. 25 j^.), to which we shall return in due time, 
is far more living and suggestive, cf, below, §§ 165-9. 

® In addition to Plolm’s recent vol. iv. of his History there are two 
important articles on Alexandria by Puchstein, and on Alexandrian 
literature by Knaack, in Pauly- Wissowa’s Encyclop. (1895), but neither 
describes the Museum or the Library. 

® Cf. especially his Egitto, etc. (2nd ed. 1895), with the elaborate 
bibliographical appendix on the literature of the last twenty-live years, 

H 
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irokkol fJL€V /^oa-Kovrai cv AiyvTTij) TrokvKfivki^ 
pL^kLaKol xapaKirai^ direlpiTa 8rjpLO(ovT€^ 

Moixtccdv €v rakdpij ) — 

but we also know that the literary men with whom the 
king associated, as well as those whom he invited to come 
and who declined, were the most eminent of the day. 

§ 64. Concerning the great Library, we are not better 
informed. Was it part of the Museum, or separate ? Was 
the chief librarian, who was a great literary personage, 
as such a Fellow of the Museum ? It is difficult to sup- 
pose he was not, or that the primary use of the Library 
should not have been to supply materials for the rese^ches 
of the Museum. W'e only hear vaguely of the Libraries 
of the Museum, and that the first was built in the 
Bruchium.^ Diodorus ^ says he used the Court Journals 
at Alexandria {^airikLKd vKop.vt]paTa\ but so does Appian,^ 
writing long after the supposed conflagration of 48 b.c. 
Strabo, visiting Alexandria in the days of Augustus, makes 
no mention whatever of the Library, or of its alleged 
destruction. The only reasonable inference is that he re- 
garded it as part of the Museum. But he says not a word 
about consulting books or archives. The story that the 
physician Memnon borrowed a book from the great 
Library, to read, and added notes of his own, is as late as 
Galen.^ This curious state of our evidence leads me to 
give some weight to the remark of Seneca ^ ; quadringenta 
millia librorum Alexandriae arserunt. pulcherrintum regiae 
qpulentiae monumentum alius laudaverit^ sicut et Livius^ qui 
elegantiae regum curaeque id opus ait fuisse, non fuit elegantia 
illud aut cura sed studiosa luxuria ; inimo ne studiosa quidem^ 
quoniam non in studium sed in spectaculum comparaverant 

^ Cf. the texts in Susemihl i. 336. * iii. 38. 

^ Praef* 10. * xvii, 603. ® de tranquiL an, 9. 
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sicut pkrisque ignarts etiam servilium literarum libri non studi- 
orutn instrumenta sed coenationum omamenta sunt. If this 
were indeed so, it would be comparable to such English 
libraries as the Sunderland and Spencer, gathered by rich 
dilettanti in the same way that they gather china and 
pictuies. This too might possibly account for the extra- 
orditiary apathy with which the destruction of it in Julius 
Caesar^s day is mentioned, or not mentioned, by those 
whom we should expect to lament over it.^ 

§ 65. Under these circumstances it is not easy to form 
an idea of the literary life at Alexandria under the first 
Ptolemy. The recorded facts are very few, and con- 
cerning the leading men it is generally uncertain whether 
they worked under the latter half of the first or the 
opening of the second reign. Utilising, however, the 
researches of the Germans chronicled in Susemihrs inde- 
fatigable book, we may state as probable that Ptolemy 
Soter, in spite of his active life and his many other occu- 
pations, did spend both time and treasure on the pursuit 
and patronage of learning. He had his views, too, based 
upon what was good for the state, for though he did not 
scruple to enijiloy in confidential missions Thcodorus of 
Gyrene, an atheist so decided that the people of Athens 
would not tolerate him, no such patronage was extended 
to Hegesias, who taught practical pessimism so cogently, 
as to produce a public tendency to suicide, and who was 
therefore silenced. We hear of Ptolemy associating with 
Diodorus (the dialectician) and with Stilpo, both of whom 
he met at Megara, apparently in 307-6 b.c. If it be true 
that Ptdlemy nicknamed the former Kronos, because he 
long delayed to answer some subtle question of Stilpo^s, 

^ But tiie very fact of this destruction seems doubtful, cf. below, 
§ 267. 
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he must have had some wit, for in Homer subtle (dyKv- 
Xofiv'iTris:) is the standing epithet of Saturn, but this 
god is nevertheless dethroned by a younger rival.^ His 
relations to Demetrius the Phalerean have already been 
mentioned, and there is no doubt that this man was as 
competent as any then living to advise about the Ifterary 
projects of the king. Philetas of Kos was chosen as tutor 
for the crown prince — Philetas not only honoured as the 
greatest master of the modern elegy, but as a skilled 
grammarian and the compiler of the first lexicon of strange 
terms. This grammatical side of philology was further 
prosecuted by Zenodotus, the first Librarian and author 
of a recension of Homer. That Ptolemy built a theatre in 
Alexandria is very probable; if he invited Menander to 
come from Athens, it may have been to produce a play ; 
it may have been to honour the Museum with hi,s com- 
pany. The exploring of the southern Red Sea and its 
coasts was entrusted to his admiral Philon ; the exploring 
of the no less remote mysteries of Egyptian theology to 
Hecataeus of Abdcra,^ who with Manetho and Timotheos 
began that fusion of creeds so essential to the new empire. 

But all these various literary or quasi-literary develop- 
ments at Alexandria were as nothing compared to the 
momentous studies and teaching of Euclid in geometry, 
of Herophilos in surgery. Euclid was probably not so 
much a discoverer as a teacher, unsurpassed in establish- 
ing once for all the conditions of scientific demonstration. 
For his immortal Elements are perhaps more distinctively 

exercises in Logic than they are in Mathematics. He 

» 

^ Cf. the authorities in Susemihl i. 15. 

® Susemihl i. 313. This man’s book supplied Diodorus (Siculus) 
with the fanciful view of ancient Egypt contained in th^ first book 
of his History. 
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omits no step in his reasoning, and yet with all his ex- 
plicitness modern attempts to abbreviate him have shown 
that, logically, nothing is redundant. This man, therefore, 
alone makes the reign of his patron an epoch in the 
scientific development of the human mind. 

Not less important was Herophilos, the first great 
teacher of anatomy, and the father of surgery, as Hippo- 
crates may be called the father of medicine. We might 
have guessed that the process of embalming would make 
Egypt the best country for beginning the study of the viscera, 
and ascertaining the causes of death from autopsy.^ But 
we are told that the king’s influence did far more than that 
for Herophilos. He was permitted to dissect the human 
body, and even to vivisect not only the lower animals, 
but criiflinal men abandoned to him for the purpose. We 
have no evidence how far he made use of this terrible 
license. There can be no doubt, however, that he too 
founded a truly scientific method of investigating facts, 
and so added his vast influence to make Alexandria the 
centre of the highest Hellenistic civilisation. While the 
schools of Athens — Stoics, Epicureans, Peripatetics — were 
discussing abstract questions of metaphysics and morals, 
these men were the pioneers of that positive science, 
which is the most fruitful legacy left us by the Graeco- 
Roman world, for this alone is directly applicable to every 
new form of civilisation. 

§ 66. From the time that Ptolemy recovered Cyprus, 
and with it the supremacy at sea, from Demetrius, he was 
no longer engaged in any serious conflict. The gigantic 
armaments of the Besieger in 288 b.c. evidently foreboded 
an attack on Scleukos rather than on Egypt, and though 

^ Cf. also Pliny NH xix. 27 in Aegypto regibus corpora morittomm 
ad scrutandos morbos insecantibus. 
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Ptolemy joined the coalition against this desperate knight- 
errant, the prudent king probably saw clearly that the 
great army of Demetrius was not a reality. The numbers 
of his troops — 98,000 infantry and 12,000 cavalry wi|h 500 
ships ^ — were probably at the time grossly and intentionally 
exaggerated, and, whatever the quantity was, the quality 
was bad, for such bands and their condottieri could always 
be bribed with superior pay to abandon a needy cause. 
Our astonishment is that Demetrius should have been able 
even to enlist a large force with the financial resources at 
his command. I’romises of plunder must have servecJ him 
for actual payments, so that the solid wealth of Ptolemy or 
of Scleukos was certain to overcome him, unless his initial 
successes were rapid and complete. The king of Egypt 
was, moreover, an old man, disinclined to entdr upon 
foreign conflicts and, like his brother Diadochi, desirous 
to increase the beauty and establish the importance of his 
capital. 

If, as we have seen, he founded the Museum and 
Library, it is most unlikely that he allowed the body of 
Alexander to lie at Memphis till the reign of his son,^ 
though that prince may have been formally charged with 
the guard of honour and the pompous ceremonies with 
which this solemn transference of the great relics in their 
coffin of gold must have been performed. Thus it would 
happen that Philadelphus was credited with this act by his 
courtiers. For all through Soter’s life, we find him not 
concerned with claiming originality or greatnes^, provided 
his kingdom reaped the fruits of his wisdom. He was one 
of those rare rulers, like Victor Emmanuel in our own 
century, who choose and utilise brilliant men, casting them 
aside when they prove dangerous, but allowing them to 
^ Plutarch Dent. 44. ® Paus. i. 6, § 3. 
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obtain credit with the world for all the steady and consistent 
background of government whereby a nation makes solid 
growth. But to ascribe to the transient minister or agitator 
the work of the permanent ruler, is to assert that the ship 
of the state is guided by the brilliant planets which wander 
across the heavens, not by the modest polestar, whose 
sleepless eye never sets in the northern sky. 

§ 67. It was probably in connexion with the founding 
of the Library, and the transference of the body of Alex- 
ander to the Sema in the capital,^ that Ptolemy in his old 
days, or in his comparative leisure, was persuaded to turn 
author, and perhaps inaugurate the collecting of books by 
an authentic account of the great wars of Alexander, in 
which he had taken so prominent a part. Arrian cites 
this book as the best and safest authority for his history, 
though for the silly reason that it was written by a king, 
who would naturally have less cause than other men to 
tell falsehoods, and, moreover, would be less likely to 
violate his dignity by doing so. If, however, the impres- 
sion produced by the work had not been that of a sober 
and honest writer, wc may be sure Arrian would have 
been compelled to admit that even a king may lic.^ 

The analysis of the fragments by Frankel ^ leads him to 
hold that the narrative of Ptolemy was shorter and plainer 
than those of Aristobulus and the rest, that he dealt less 

1 In this monument the conqueror’s body was preserved, and visible 
when Octavian came to Egypt to war against Antony and Cleopatra. 
Dion (li. i;i^ tells us that Octavian not only saw, but handled it, so that 
the nose of the mummy was injured. He would not look at the 
Ptolemies in their tombs, saying : ‘ I want to see not dead men but a 
king.’ 

® By far the greatest sovran in our own century, the first Napoleon, 
was also the most infamous and incorrigible liar. 

* Alexander ’Hist. §§ 13, 14. 




104 


THE EMPIRE OF THE PTOLEMIES 


CHAP. 


in the marvellous, and made it his principal object to 
narrate accurately the military operations which he was so 
competent to explain. One ingenious German even goes 
so far as to think that he wrote his book specially to con- 
tradict the exaggerations of Kleitarchos. Our evidence is 
insufficient to establish any such conclusions, though we 
are naturally attracted by the view that a real general 
would write without pomp or exaggeration, as Julius 
Caesar has done in his Gallic War, We have further- 
more references made to a collection of his Letters^ appar- 
ently on public affairs, published by Dionysodorus, a J)upil 
of Aristarchus.^ There seems no reason to doubt that 
this work was genuine, but alas ! we only know it by name.^ 
It seems inconsistent with the temperate character 
of his life that he should have held such a feast as to be 
specially described by the contemporary Lynceus of Samos 
among the most luxurious banquets of his time. It stands, 
too, in direct contradiction to the note preserved in 
Plutarch’s Apophthegms to the effect that Ptolemy, son of 
Lagus, frequently dined and slept at his friends’ houses ; 
and when he did give a feast, he used their appointments, 
sending for cups, and carpets and tables ; as he himself 
possessed only what was necessary for his own use. He 
used to say that making rich was more royal than being 
rich. Perhaps, however, the description of Lynceus was 
only to illustrate the thesis of this gastronomic author, 

^ Luc. pro lapsu lo. 

® Cf. Susemihl ii. i6i, 596. The story told by Lucian o^lhc quarrel 
of Ptolemy with Apelles, and the revenge of the latter by painting his 
famous allegorical picture of Calumny^ does not appear to me even 
possibly true. The Ptolemy described as a foolish tyrant, in whose 
reign Pelusium was lost by treachery, cannot be earlier than the fourth, 
while on the other hand Apelles was a contemporary of Alexander, 
and so of the first. 
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that cooking was an art far more advanced in Egypt 
than elsewhere.^ 

§ 68. Yet it might be said, and was said by ancient 
historians, that his relations with women showed a pleasure- 
loving*nature. He had at least twelve children by various 
wives, as well as the courtezan Thais, and as he grew near 
the term of his life, the question of the succession to his 
throne must have long and anxiously concerned the prudent 
king. On the one hand his eldest son, whose mother 
Eurydike was now of royal race, being sister of Casander, 
was d youth of fiery temper and unsteady life. The epithet 
Keraunos, by which he was designated, is said to refer to 
his gloomy violence.^ Yet the safest rule for founding a 
hereditary sovranty was to observe primogeniture, and this 
was doubtless the substance of the advice of Demetrius of 
Phaleron. On the other hand, Berenike was the favourite 
wife of the old king, and her son a youth of gentle and 
popular manners. His sister Arsinoe was the young queen 
of Lysimachus, and not unlikely to control the policy of that 
king. Wilamowitz ^ holds that grave political considerations 

1 Cf. Muller FUG ii. p. 466, note. 

^ I have a suspicion, which I dare not set forth as more than possibly 
true, that as ‘ the thunderbolt, which is constant in the field of the reverse 
of this king’s coins, may be regarded as Ptolemy’s badge ’ (Poole, p. 
xvii.), the first issue of this type may have been coincident with the 
birth of this son, and therefore the nickname may have been then given 
him by the Alexandrians, who saw the thunderbolt added to the eagle. 
I do not think it suits what we know of his character, and is not like a 
personal nickname so much as one of circumstance. The usual account is 
taken frorr^Memnon {FHG iii. 532) in his account of the conspiracies at 
Lysimachus’ court : b db Ur. 8 s aMx^ip rov fuda/uLaros iyeybrei, 

’A/xr., Kal iwdfPVfjLOP 8id t^p crKaibTrjTa koX dvbpoiap rbp KCpavpbp 
^<f>€p€P, The former quality does not apply to thunder, the latter not 
to this Ptolemy, who was a wily miscreant, carefully preparing his 
plans. 

® Weihgesch. des Eratosth. p. 15. 
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may also have been dominant. Keraunos and his supporter 
Demetrius may have been the advocates of a trenchant 
Macedonian policy, which would grant nothing to Egyptian 
tastes. Philadelphus may have represented the more 
liberal policy of fusing the two cultures, and promoting 
the compromise of creeds and of cults inaugurated by 
Soter. At all events Ptolemy determined to settle the 
question during his life, and abdicated in 285 b.c. in 
favour of his second son. The coronation of the new 
king was received, we are told, with great enthusiasm by 
the people, and Ptolemy Keraunos went into exile, whSther 
voluntary or not, to his relatives at Lysimacheia. His 
life was certainly not safe within the realm of the new 
king. Thus Ptolemy Soter had the satisfaction of be- 
queathing his kingdom to a popular successor without civil 
war or assassinations, and we are told that for two years 
longer the old man used to appear at the court of his son 
in the new character of a subject.^ 

§ 69. In 283 B.c. he died, in the eighty-fifth year of 
his age, lea^ang a record to posterity which few men in 
the world have surpassed. Equally efficient whether as 
servant or as master, he made up for the absence of genius 
in war or diplomacy by his persistent good sense, the 
moderation of his demands, the courtesy of his manners 
to friend and foe alike. While the old crown of Macedon 
was still the unsettled prize for which rival kings staked 
their fortunes, he and his fellow-in-arms, Seleukos, founded 

^ Porphyry however, who includes these two years in Ptplemy’s 40 
years of sovranty, evidently thinks the abdication not to have been 
absolute, but a public association of the son in the royalty, and this 
gives point to the anecdote told in Diogenes L. {Life of Demetrius) that 
when the king consulted the philosopher on this point the latter replied : 
‘if you give it away, you won^t have it yourself* — a mere truism, 
unless a partial al^dication was in question. Cf. Addit^ Note p. 488. 
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dynasties which resisted the disintegrations of the Hel- 
lenistic world for centuries. 

We have no portrait of him, either literary or artistic, 
except upon his coins, and therefore miss almost completely 
througliout his life those small touches of character, those 
semi-historical anecdotes, which give us the impression made 
by his personality on those around him.^ Pausanias saw 
portrait -statues of him at Athens, Delphi, and Olympia, 
but does not describe them, nor have modern excava- 
tions been as yet fortunate enough to recover them. His 
porffaits on Ptolemaic coins ^ are probably somewhat 
idealised and therefore not trustworthy in giving us an 
accurate reproduction of his countenance. Yet the face, 
even so, is not handsome, in the sense that the Alexander- 
type ofi the coins of the same king are, which is more like 
a god or hero than an actual man. Ptolemy’s features 
on coins are very marked, and the face is not classical 
in its features. The forehead is remarkably fleshy over 
the eyes, and not high; the eyebrows arched; the nose 
is too short, but thick and with very wide nostrils. The 
mouth is firm and the chin rather prominent. If asked 
to guess his character from these coins, I should say that 

* The very few anecdotes scattered through Aelian suggest as his 
chief characteristics astuteness and courtesy. Kohler (Berlin Sitzb, for 
1891) shows from scraps in Suidas, suh vocc, iyKapvov and AKparop, 
that certain Alexandrian fables about his birth, his being exposed on 
a shield, and protected by an eagle, are simply constructed from the 
suggestions of his coins. Lucian tells a story {Frometk» 4) of his ex- 
hibiting ^ Alexandria a black Bactrian camel, and a man half white 
and half black. The Alexandrians were frightened at the one, and 
di.sgusted at the other, and Ptolemy disappointed at the result. 

2 The reader should be here cautioned that his head appears on the 
coins of most of his successors, whose portraits are even in some cases 
assimilated to his type. Hence I speak of Ptolemaic coins including 
those of various reigns. 
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energy and kindliness are the most prominently indicated 
qualities. 

§ 70. There is but one more point concerning which re- 
searches upon the site of Alexandria may yet enlighten us. 
While we have shown it to be more than probabfe that 
Ptolemy bestowed special care upon the domesticating of 
science, philosophy, and literature in his capital, we can 
only infer from the beauty of his coinage that he was a 
patron of art. Yet it is most unlikely that, as he con- 
trolled the architectural features of the new city, he could 
have avoided an intimate connexion with the sister ^arts 
of sculpture, painting and music. Many great temples 
and palaces, not to speak of the Serna, grew up in his 

day, and in a land where he had to rival the massive 

and gorgeous architecture of the Pharaohs. All the 

resources of the best Greek art were not too great for 
this mighty competition, and it might be assumed by many 
that this art being now in its decadence, would hardly 
prove equal to the trial. This very impression — that Greek 
art was now decaying — has probably been the cause of the 
lukewarm spirit with which the antiquities of Alexandria 
have been regarded by classical scholars. 

Yet now we can prove that this impression is false, 
and that the Alexandria of the Ptolemies may still 

contain wonders of artistic taste, as it certainly did of 
learning. The marble sarcophagus of a nameless king 
of Sidon, with its matchless coloured reliefs, dating cer- 
tainly from this generation, stands in the museum of 
Constantinople, convicting us of the narrowness and folly 
of placing limits to the Protean manifestations of Greek 
genius. These battles of the Macedonians and Persians, 
these hunting-scenes of Persians and Macedonians, 
wherein the artist has celebrated the marriage of Europe 
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and of Asia in grace, in dignity, in manly sport, as well 
as in heroic combat, are rendered to us in marble and in 
colours with a perfection second only to that of the frieze 
of the Parthenon. If such was the work done by an 
unnamed sculptor, for an unknown king at Sidon, what 
must have been the work done for the early Ptolemies at 
Alexandria by the most distinguished artists of the same 
generation ? That they can have exceeded in perfection 
the tomb of the king at Sidon is well-nigh impossible, but 
how much larger may have been the scale, how much 
greater the variety of the work done upon the Serna to 
honoiS- the tomb of Alexander? Let no one, therefore, 
think of the decoration of the city of .Ptolemy So ter as 
of some Roman, or Roman-Greek city. We know that 
there were transcendent artists living in his day ; we may 
be sure 4hey helped him to make his capital the fairest 
in the world. 

It is but yesterday that a new mass of evidence for the 
artistic culture of Alexandria has been brought together by 
M. Schreiber.^ In a masterly essay he has shown that 
Toreutic^ or the working of small gold and silver household 
vessels, which has usually been regarded as a development 
of artistic handicraft chiefly Roman, is really the production 
of Alexandria. He enters with great detail into the spirit 
and the exquisite execution of this work, of which many 
beautiful specimens are still extant. He shows how the 
ideas of the artists — the forerunners of Benvenuto Cellini 
and his school — were analogous to those of the best 
Alexandrian poets, with this addition, that there is more 
distinctly an Egyptian flavour in many of the accessories. 

It would be unfair in this place to give a mere summary 

^ Ad/i, der sacks, Gesell, for 1894, pp. 272-479 (to be concluded in 
a future volume). 
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of his fascinating essay, but any one who reads it and 
examines his many illustrations will perceive the peculiarly 
romantic colouring of this art. A deep sense of the 
beauty of landscape, a delight in flowers, garlands, and 
arabesques is peculiar to it. We see in it plainly the 
problem set before the artists — to invent decorations for 
the feasts of a stately court. It is but another brilliant 
manifestation of that hybrid civilisation, in which science 
and art, the east and the west, old creeds and new dogmas 
are woven into a gorgeous texture like the Byzantine robe, 
with an intricate design like the splendid surfaces of the 
marble tombs in the first bloom of the Italian Renaissance. 


APPENDIX 

r 

The date and particular cause of the assumption of the title 
Soter by Ptolemy is still under dispute. Our only extant 
ancient authority, Pausanias, refers it to the flattery of the 
Rhodians in commemorating his assistance during the great 
siege of 306 B.c. But no modern critic will accept this 
account, seeing that no king is likely to assume a formal title 
given him by a people outside his own kingdom. Arrian 
indeed and Curtius give a refutation of historians (Kleitarchos 
and Timagenes) who asserted that Ptolemy received the name 
from having, along with Peukestas, saved Alexander when set 
upon by the Malli in their city. Friinkel {die Quellen der Alex,- 
Hist. p. 53) further cites Josephus {Antt, xii. i) to the effect 
that Ptolemy, invading Syria, showed qualities the very 
opposite of the title he then used (Scuri/po? t6t€ xprjfmTc^ovro^) 
and infers that he must have received it early in his life, and 
from the Egyptians, when he saved them from the extortions 
of Cleomenes (323-2 B.c.) But when he supports his argu- 
ment by the many coins bearing the title IItoA. o-wri^pos, with 
year-dates {L 30-39) whereas the coins IItoA. Paa-iXem have 
none, and infers that these coins mark the years of SotePs rule 
from the beginning gf his satrapy, he is refuted by the later 
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researches of Revillout, Feuardent, and Poole, specialists in 
numismatics, who tell us that the mint -marks of all these 
Soter-coins are Phoenician, and issued by Tyre, Sidon, Gaza, 
etc., with the permission of Ptolemy Philadelphus, when he 
established in his twenty-fifth year (271-0 B.c.) the worship of 
his father with the title Soter. Thus the title need not have 
been b%rnc by the first Ptolemy at all during his life. 

I cannot accept this last conclusion, though Revillout may 
be probably right about the date of the establishment of the 
formal cult. The general impression of all our sources that the 
title was assumed during Ptolemy’s life is too strong to be set 
aside. I have already suggested one likely occasion when 
his people gave it to him. The repulse of Antigonus (309 B.C.) 
was a far more serious reason for it than the execution 
of cleomenes. But I will here add a further conjecture. 
It is repeatedly told us that the epithets of the Ptolemies, 
Philopator, Philometor, etc. were Alexandrian nicknames^ 
given by the populace by the way of satirical comment on 
real facts. Modem historians justly reject any such explana- 
tion of •solemn titles, adopted in the most serious documents 
by these kings. Yet if the title was long in use among the 
people, whatever its origin was, its formal adoption might not 
be unreasonable. I therefore suggest that Pausanias was 
more nearly right than we have supposed, and that the title 
Soter may have been given at the time of the siege of Rhodes, 
not by the Rhodians, but by the Alexandrians to their king. 
They knew perfectly that he had risked but very little to help 
the island-city, and was now receiving extravagant thanks. 
They may have called him Soter satirically, owing to the 
great fuss made about a very lukewarm support. When the 
name became current, it would soon lose the associations 
connected with its origin, and in forty years’ time Philadelphus 
might very seriously adopt it as the solemn epithet wherein he 
celebrated his father’s divinity. This hypothesis (i) adheres 
more closely than the rest to Pausanias’ report ; (2) gives us 
an instance of what is positively asserted about the origin of 
other royal epithets among the Ptolemies ; (3) accounts for 
the trivial invention of the name not being inconsistent with 
its solemn use. 




CHAPTER IV 

PTOLEMY 11. (PHILADELPHUS), KING 285-47 B.C. 

§ 71. In spite of the splendour with which Philadelphus ^ 
entered upon his reign, there were dangers and complica- 
tions connected with his numerous 
brothers and sisters which all the 
prudence of Soter could not avert. 
The elder queen of Soter, Eury- 
dike, daughter of Antipatef, seems 
to have left the Egyptian court with 
her children, when her rival was 
declared successful. Her daughter 
she married to Demetrius the 
Besieger, who only cohabited with 
this latest of his wives long enough 
to beget a son that became a 
dangerous enemy to the Ptolemies.^ 
Her sons, Ptolemy Keraunos, Meleagros, and one or more 
stepsons, all left Egypt with her to seek their fortunes 
abroad. 

^ So I call him for discrimination’s sake, as do ancient historians. 
But during his lifetime only Arsinoe II. was called Philadelfghus. Syn- 
cellus (p. 40 b) indeed professes to quote Manetho’s personal dedication 
of his history to this king : paciXet /AcydXii) IlroX. <re/5(a(rrv 

#ct\. : but I do not think this can be genuine ; neither nor 

<r€^a<rTf occurring elsewhere at this period. 

® Plutarch Demet, 47. The issue was Demetrius the Fair. 
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At this moment the ties of Egypt and the kingdom 
of Thrace were very intimate. Probably the old king of 
Egypt had watched the growing power of Seleukos, and 
knew that with Lysimachus for an ally he could cope with 
any foe. For at this time the kingdom of Thrace included 
large parts of Asia Minor, and of Macedonia, and reached 
northwards into the barbarous regions near the Danube. 
Accordingly not only was the Egyptian crown -princess 
sister Arsinoc given to Lysimachus to wife, but her step- 
sister Lysandra was married to the T'hracian crown-prince 
Agathocles, an able soldier and much beloved by the 
peopjfes of Asia Minor where he acted as regent for 
his father. It even came about shortly after the young 
Philadclphus’ accession, and in consequence of the dis- 
turbances which I am about to relate, that Lysimachus’ 
daughter (half-sister to Agathocles) was sent in marriage 
to the new Egyptian king. 

§ 72. But the arrival of Ptolemy Keraunos at the 
Thracian court upset all the prosperity of the new dynasty. 
The youthful Arsinoe, though she had her old husband 
under her influence, and had obtained from him the formal 
cession of Casandrea in Thessaly, also of the Pontic 
Heraclea and some neighbouring towns, was still dis- 
contented.^ She desired the succession for her young 
children to the exclusion of her stepson and step-brother- 
in-law Agathocles. It appears that Keraunos upon his 
arrival took up, the policy not of his full sister Lysandra, 
the wife of Agathocles, but of his half-sister Arsinoe. 
They made^plots against Agathocles, calumniated him to 

^ To judge from Strabo’s statement that she calumniated Philetaerus, 
governor of the treasure-fort of Pergamum, to her husband, and so drove 
him to abandon his allegiance to Lysimachus, and take the side of 
Seleukos, I suspect that she also intended to obtain Pergamum as a 
gift from the king. Cf. Memnon vii. viii. {FHG iii. 531). 




THE EMPIRE OF THE PTOLEMIES 


CHAP. 


114 


Lysimachus, and caused him to be put to death. Thus 
one claimant to the crown of Thrace was removed. But 
the brother, widow, and children of Agathocles fled to 
Seleukos,^ and urged him to take the occasion of enlarging 
his kingdom at the expense of a murderous and godless 
tyrant. Many subordinates of Lysimachus, amongst*others 
the commandant of the treasure-fort of Pergamum, declared 
for Seleukos ^ ; it seems to have been at this crisis that the 
Thracian princess Arsinoe went to Egy})t to cement that 
alliance as queen. At all events the ruffian Keraunos was 
discredited; his schemes were discovered, and he too fled 
to Seleukos, who received him kindly, as a claima^ht to 
the Egyptian crown who might prove convenient. 

Such were the events which darkened the political sky 
during the last days of the Ptolemy Soter. No actual war 
broke out till after his death, but then Seleukos advanced 
into Phrygia, drew over to him forts and garrisons, and 
finally forced Lysimachus to the decisive battle at Koru- 
pedion, where the latter lost his crown with his life. 
Keraunos accompanied Seleukos as an ally, and as the 
lawful heir to the crown of Egypt, to which the Syrian 
king is said to have promised to restore him. This great 
crisis, the last battle between the two surviving companions 
of Alexander, took place in 281 b.c., and left Seleukos for 
the moment arbiter of the world.^ 

§ 73. What had the young king of Egypt been doing 
during these years, the first four of his reign? It was 
not only according to the old man’s advice, but in con- 

^ Pausanias says (i. 10, 3 J^.) to Babylon, and he has be^ copied by 
several modern historians. But of course this is one of Pausanias’ many 
errors, as Seleukos was long since residing at Antioch. 

Strabo xiii. 4, § i. 

^ Cf. Memnon viii. {FHG Hi. 532) ; Appian Sj/r. 62 sq. ; Justin 
xvii. 2. 
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formity with his own character, that he took no active part 
in the threatened collision of his two great neighbours. 
Of course he must have watched the progress of events 
with much anxiety. No sooner was his father gone than 
he put to death his elder step-brother Argaeus, whom he 
charged with fomenting a revolt in Cyprus. Or it may 
be, as Pausanias says,^ that Argaeus was put to death in 
Egypt, and another whose name we know not in Cyprus. 
At all events the policy of the new king is plain enough ; 
within his dominions he will tolerate no rival claimants. 
This, as Polybius says, was an axiom as strict as those 
assumed by the geometers, and the murder of brothers 
under such circumstances was hardly considered a crime. 
But even the adviser who had spoken in favour of 
Keraunos suffered. We are told that Demetrius the 
Phaleiean was sent into exile in Upper Egypt where he 
soon died, let us hope by an accidental death.^ These 
were the dark corners of Philadelphus^ policy, while to the 
world he was all smiles and courtesy. He is said to have 
complained in after life that one of the hardships in a 
despot’s life was the necessity of putting people to death 
who had done no harm, merely for the sake of expediency.* 
And, indeed, while his brothers were to be murdered, there 
was nothing but respect and attention for his sister Philotera, 
a princess who seems never to have married, but to have 
lived at his court in perfect harmony with her brother and 
his successive wives. She shared with his mother Berenike 
and his ^cond wife the honour of having new cities 
named after her, there being three such known to Strabo, to 

^ i. 7, I. Cf. Addit, Note p. 488. 

® Cicero pro Rob. Post, 9. 23 says ; aspide ad corpus admota vita esse 
privatum^ which seems to be suicide, though Susemihl (i. 139, note) 
denies that the words mean any such thing ! 

® Stobaeus ii. p. 287 (ed. Teubner). 
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which we may now add a village in the Fayyum.^ But 
to Philotera he gave the additional honour of a shrine 
at Memphis, where she was worshipped as a goddess.^ 
I believe the third granite statue (of a princess) which 
stands beside those of Philadelphus and Arsinoe II. in the 
Egyptian museum of the Vatican, to be the conventional 
portrait of Philotera. Unfortunately the name and titles, 
which were on a smooth band down the back of the 
statue, are polished away. 

The pomp of Philadelphus’ coronation-ceremony which, 
by the way, was purely Hellenistic, so dazzled the world, 
that they ignored and forgot his domestic murders. * 

§74. The first thing that strikes us is the ostentation of 
the whole affair, and how prominently costly materials were 
displayed. A great part of the royal treasure at all courts 
in those days consisted not of coin but of precious gofd and 
silver vessels, and it seems as if all these were carried in the 
procession by regiments of richly dressed people. And 
although so much plate was in the streets there was a great 
sideboard in the banqueting hall covered with vessels of gold 
studded with gems. People had not, indeed, sunk so low in 
artistic feeling as to carry pots full of gold and silver coin, 
which was done in the triumph of Paullus Aemilius at Rome, 
but still a great part of the display was essentially the osten- 
tation of wealth. How different must have been a Panathe- 
naic festival in the days of Pericles ! I notice further that 

^ Letronne {Reckerckes p. 183) maintained that PhiladeljDhus used 
no other names but these (and Philadelphia) for his new foundations. 
This limitation cannot now be maintained, as there were several other 
royal names applied in the Fayyum. 

® Cf. Lepsius in Berlin for 1852, p. 500, who thinly that this 
cult, together with that of Ptolemy II. and Arsinoe at Memphis, was 
first established by Euergetes. I do not believe that this king had any 
reason for honouring his aunt Philotera, who was probably dead before 
he ascended the throne, and who was not one of his royal ancestors. 
Philadelphus’ attentions to her seem to have been purely personal. 
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sculpture and painting of the best kind — the paintings of 
Sicyonian artists are specially named — were used for the 
mere purpose of decoration. Thus in describing the appear- 
ance of the great chamber ^ specially built for the banquet, 
Callixenus tell us that on the pilasters round the hall were one 
hundred marble reliefs by the first artists, in the spaces 
between them were paintings, and about them precious 
hangings with embroideries representing mythical subjects or 
portraits of kings. We feel ourselves in a sort of glorified 
Holborn Restaurant^ where the resources of art are lavished 
on the walls of an eating-room. In addition to scarlet and 
purple, gold and silver, and skins of various wild beasts upon 
the# walls, the pillars of the room represented palm-trees and 
Bacchic Thyrsi alternately, a design which distinctly points to 
Egyptian rather than Greek taste. The whole floor, we are 
told, was strewn with all manner of flowers, like a celestial 
garden, and then follows this interesting detail ; ‘For Egypt, 
on account of its good climate, and the care of those who 
grow what is rare and in blow at special seasons elsewhere, 
has flowers in abundance all the year, and neither rose nor 
white lily nor any flower is wont to fail them at any time.’ 
This festival was held in winter,^ and yet there was abundance 
of fresh grapes to afford a vintage-scene on one of the great 
vehicles of the procession, where sixty satyrs trod the wine 
press to the sound of the flute and song, with Silenus super- 
intending, and the streets were flooded with the foaming 
must. 

Among other wonders the Royal Zoological Gardens seem 
to have been put under requisition, and we have a list of the 
various strange animals which joined in the parade. This is 
very interesting, as showing us what could be done in the 
way of transporting wild beasts, and how far that traffic had 

^ He calls it but it was all of marble, gold, and other solid 

materials.# 

* Niese (i. p. 389) says that the presence of these grapes proves the 
feast to have been in autumn^ which betrays a curious ignorance both 
of the climate of Egypt and of the habits of the Nile. The grapes 
which are ripe in Nicse’s country in September would be gathered in 
June or July (early in Payni according to a letter from the year 240 B.C. 
in the Petrie Papyri ii. [136]). 
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reached. There were 24 huge lions — the epithet points no 
doubt to the African or maned lion — 26 snow-white Indian 
oxen, 8 Aethiopic oxen, 14 leopards, 16 panthers, 4 lynxes, 

3 ‘ young panthers,’ a great white bear, a camelopard, and an 
Aethiopic rhinoceros. The tiger and the hippopotamus^ seem 
to have missed this opportunity of showing themselves, for 
they are not mentioned. There were besides 24 chariots 
drawn by elephants, 14 by various antelopes, 60 by goats, 
8 by wild asses. There were droves of camels bearing all 
the spices of Arabia-Felix ; Nubians bearing 600 ivory tusks 
and 2000 stems of ebony, with endless gold dust (not coin) in 
gold and silver vessels. Then came 150 men bearing shrubs 
peopled with all manner of birds, and besides, in c#.ges, 
peacocks, pheasants, guinea-fowls, and the like. Among them 
were 2 hunters, with 2400 dogs of Indian, Molossian, 
Hyrcanian, and other breeds. This zoological exhibition 
was, however, artistically introduced in that part of the show 
which represented the victorious return of the god Dionysus 
from his Indian conquests — a splendid gold and ivory figure 
attended by crowds of Sileni and satyrs with ivy and pine 
cones, carrying home all this spoil, and among it Indian and 
other foreign women, in the guise of captives, under tents in 
chariots. It reminds us of the triumphal progress of Alex- 
ander after he had escaped the deserts of Gedrosia. 

But this great Bacchic show was only one of a large 
number of mummeries or allegories which paraded the 
streets ; for example, Alexander attended by Nike and 
Athene ; the first Ptolemy escorted and crowned by the Greek 
cities of Asia Minor, and with Corinth standing beside him.^ 
Both gods and kings were there in statues of gold and ivory, 
and for the most part escorted by living attendants — a curious 
incongruity all through the show. But to represent either a 
god or a king by a living actor was perhaps thought even 
then unseemly. There came, however, in the beginning of 
the procession, an allegorical representation of %he Year^ 
given by a very tall man dressed in tragic costume and mask, 
with a golden horn of Amalthea in his hand. He was 
accompanied by an equally splendid female figure, sumamed 
the Five-year Feasty escorted by four Seasons carrying their 

^ Cf. above, §§31 and 59. 
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fruits. There were attendant satyrs, and after them Philiscus 
the priest of Dionysus, and all the Company of the Tragic 
Theatre. This was what we should call legitimate or living 
mummery. 

The procession lasted the whole day, being opened by a 
5 gure of the Morning Star, and closed by Hesperus. 80,000 
troops, cavalry and infantry, in splendid uniforms, marched 
past. The whole cost of the feast was over half a million of 
our money. But the mere gold crowns offered by friendly towns 
and people to the first Ptolemy and his queen had amounted 
to that sum.^ 


§ 75. While the new king was thus exhibiting his 
wealth and the power which it implied to the world, 
external events were developing with considerable rapidity. 
Magas of Cyrene, the king’s step-brother, being an elder 
son of Berenike, the queen-mother, seems to have soon 
renounced his allegiance to Egypt. We are not told 
that this revolt was in connexion with the intrigues of 
Keraunos, but we may infer it with great probability. 
Magas would argue that as the natural heir had been 
ousted of his succession, no allegiance was due to Phil- 
adelphus. Yet he can hardly have broken out into open 
revolt till the great war which ended in the battle of 
Korupedion, that is to say, after the death of the old 
king in 283 b.c.^ Otherwise it is inconceivable that 
Philadelphus with his hands free should not have over- 
come the rebellion with the great army which paraded at 
Alexandria during the coronation. But when Seleukos 
invaded the dominion of Lysimachus in Asia Minor, and 

^ Athenaeus v. 196 sqq. The whole passage is from Greek Life and 
Thought pp. 201 sq, 

® If the old king remained nominal sovran till his death, we can 
understand that Magas had no formal ground for rebellion till Phil- 
adelphus was sole ruler. 
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brought with him Ptolemy Keraunos with a promise to 
help him to his throne in Egypt, ^ Philadelphus must have 
felt himself in a critical position. As soon as Lysimachus 
was overpowered, an attack on Egypt was to be expected ; 
Keraunos must have been urging the old Syrian king 
to fulfil his vague promises. That was the opportune 
moment for Magas; for Philadelphus would not risk a 
division of his army and fleet in the face of the formidable 
Seleukos. 

§ 76. All these hopes and fears were checked by the 
sentimental resolution of the old king, when he had ordered 
the affairs of Asia Minor, to return to his ancient home in 
Macedonia, and abandon the splendours of Antioch to his 
son. It was more than fifty years since he had seen his 
home. The rugged glens and harsh climate of Macedonia 
may have appeared to his mind’s eye softened by the 
mists of childish memories and across the distance of so 
many eventful years. 

To Keraunos it must have been on the contrary a 
bitter disappointment. He saw his hopes of the throne 
of Egypt, when they were at their highest, changed into 
nought by this strange vagary of his so-called benefactor. 
Cold indifference or even opposition to a demand does 
not excite such fierce disappointment as the non-fulfilment 
of fair promises ; nor is there any ingratitude more bitter 
than that shown to a partial benefactor. These reasons, 
though not stated by the historians, are surely sufficient to 
account for the murder of Seleukos when he had^ crossed 
the Hellespont, and was approaching Lysimacheia. For 
the murderer Keraunos was a wild and lawless person who 
recoiled from no crime. 

It is far more difficult to make modern readers under- 


^ Memnon xii. 
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Stand how the astonished army should have allowed him 
to assume the diadem and proclaim himself king in 
Seleukos’ place. ^ He must have had many partners in the 
plot, people who were likewise disgusted with the prospect 
of a campaign in Macedonia, instead of luxurious quarters 
in the cities of Asia Minor, and a speedy return to their 
homes in Syria. If, as was usual, a large part of the troops 
wefe .mercenaries, such as were regularly transferred from 
the standard of the vanquished . to that of the victor ^ 
after each decisive battle, they looked in the first instance 
for a paymaster, and how could they wait till Antiochus 
the son of -Seleukos arrived from the inner provinces of 
Asia which he was governing for his father ? At all events, 
they acquiesced in his crime, and in his assumption of 
royalty^ Keraunos, on his side, could no longer think of 
attacking Egypt. For instead of his patron Seleukos with 
all the power of Syria to help him, he had Antiochus 
hurrying to avenge his father’s death ; any attempt to pass 
through Asia Minor and Syria to Egypt would have 
brought him through the heart of Seleukos’ kingdom, 
where the population would be eager to punish the 
murderer of their king, and by sea Philadelphus was 
master. So Keraunos naturally seized the throne of 
Thrace now vacant ; and instead of venturing back to Asia 
Minor, turned to Macedonia, which was in dispute be- 
tween Pyrrhus and Antigonus, to carve out for himself an 
European kingdom. 

§ 77. The most dangerous competitor, Pyrrhus, was 
disposed 8f in a singular and characteristic way. He had 
just received an invitation to Tarentum, and was hesitat- 

^ We have only the brief account of Memnon and the rhetorical talk 
of Justin to enlighten us. 

* Cf. above, § 32 note. 
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ing to accept it for want of sufficient equipment. The 
warring kings Antigonus, Keraunos, and even Antiochus 
agreed to contribute troops, elephants, money, and buy off 
this very dangerous rival. Of these Keraunos made the 
largest contribution, and even undertook to hold ^Epirus 
quiet during its king’s absence.^ It was no large attempt 
to gain Italy for Hellenistic civilisation, but merely a bribe 
to occupy the brilliant knight -errant, while the eastern 
kings settled their own quarrels. When he applied again 
from Italy in 274 B.c. and asked for more help, they turned 
to him a deaf ear.^ 

We do not hear that Pyrrhus obtained help from Egypt 
even in the first instance. For Philadelphus desired to 
keep Europe embroiled in war; nor did he regard with 
disfavour the successes of Keraunos, so far as they (Jrew the 
latter away from any attack upon Egypt. He is even said 
to have sent a fleet to aid Keraunos and to thwart Anti- 
gonus Gonatas’ efforts to regain the crown of Macedonia.^ 

The career of Keraunos was one of singular activity. 
He maintained himself successfully against Antiochus; 
against a son of Lysimachus who claimed his father’s 
throne ; against Antigonus ; nay more, he induced his half- 
sister Arsinoe, the widow of Lysimachus, to marry him, 
which she did with many misgivings, and no sooner had 
he got her and her younger children^ into his power, 
than he murdered the children as being possible heirs 
to the throne of Thrace, and banished Arsinoe with 
contumely to Samothrace. But the end came soon. 
He had not been two years in possession of liis throne, 

^ Justin xvii. 2. 

® Ibid. XXV. 3, and R. Schubert’s Gesch, des Pyrrhus p. 163. 

* Cf. Addit, Note p. 489. 

# ^ The eldest son seems to have escaped, and actually to have set up as 

a claimant to his father’s throne. But we hear nothing of him afterwards. 
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when the great tempest of the Gallic invasion burst upon 
Macedonia. In the first battle with the Gauls he was 
thrown from his elephant, seized alive, and then hacked 
in pieces by the barbarians. Justin^ preserves to us, or 
invents, 'picturesque features in the setting of this stormy 
life. While other kings were buying off the dreaded 
invaders, Ptolemy alone heard of the approach of the 
Gauls without fear, and went out to meet them with few 
and ill-disciplined troops, as if wars were as easily managed 
as murders, urged, as it were, by the avenging furies of 
his domestic crimes. He even rejected the offer of the 
Dardanians, to send 20,000 soldiers to his assistance, with 
the insulting words, that it was indeed ‘ all up ’ with the 
Macedonians, if aftei conquering all the East single-handed, 
they now^required Dardanians to protect their frontier; that 
his soldiers were the sons of the men who had served 
under Alexander as victors all over the world. When this 
answer was brought the Dardanian king, he observed that 
the famous Macedonian kingdom would presently fall by 
the rashness of a youth. The proposals of the Gauls for a 
treaty were rejected with similar insolence. 

The wild career of this prince is so intimately con- 
nected both with the royal family and with the policy 
of Egypt that it can hardly be called a digression to 
have devoted so much space to it. And now for several 
years all the northern portions of Hellenism are so terrified 
at this strange invasion that they have but little inclination 
for private quarrels. Ptolemy alone, in his southern home 
with his commanding fleet, is secure and at peace, even 
though he has occupied most of that Syria which was so 
often won and lost by his father. But the new king of 
Syria, Antiochus, was at war with the Gauls, and, though 
^ xxiv. 3, 4, and Memnon’s scrap xiv. 
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he gained his title Soter from a victory over them, had no 
means of resisting the Egyptian aggression. 

§ 78. It is quite hopeless, with our present materials, 
to give any connected or orderly history of Philadelphus^ 
reign. The stray documents which wc possess afe either 
panegyrics, which are sure to be misleading, or they tell us 
isolated facts which we cannot fit together. Thus we hear 
that in hiring an army to fight against Magas who had 
advanced from Cyrene to the western borders of Egypt,^ 
Ptolemy obtained by means of his recruiting officer 
Antigonus 4000 Gallic mercenaries,^ and that whefi these 
were discovered plotting to seize Egypt for themselves, 
they were isolated in an island and all drowned, probably 
by the rising Nile.^ It is this shabby triumph which the 
panegyrists of the court magnify into a victory .over the 
barbarians, such as those signal battles which gave 
Antigonus his throne, Antiochus his title. Attains his right 
to found a kingdom. We know it only from a fulsome 
digression in Callimachus^ Hymn to Delos, with a valuable 
scholion.^ Though the exact date of this Hymn is not 

^ The evidence of Cyrenean coins led Mr. R, S. Poole to place this 
revolt about 279 b.c. or shortly after. It fits better with the probable 
date of Antiochus Soter's simultaneous attack, and with the events of 
the Gallic invasion, to put it a little later, say 277 B.c. 

^ Lumbroso Egitto ed. 2, p. 82, refutes the idea of Droysen that this 
*AvTLyov6s ns <f>L\os tov IlroX. could be the king of Macedon. He also 
calls attention to the frequent occurrence of the figure 4000 in such 
forces, apparently the normal force of a Hellenistic legion. Koepp {Ek, 
Mus. for 1884, p. 212) assumes that Gonatas must be intended, and 
qiSotes with approval C. Wachsmuth’s emendation avnyovoa-yovaraff- 
<pi\oSf the scribe having omitted the second yov{a\ an(f so ras being 
changed to ns. 

® According to the scholiast to Callimachus {Hymn Del, 175). Pau- 
sanias says that they died either of hunger, or at one another’s hands. 

^ The unborn Apollo objects to be born at Kos for prophetical 
reasons, as follows (vv. 162 sgg .) : — 
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known, it evidently alludes to this Celtic affair as recent, 
and the terror of their invasion must still have been quite 
fresh to make such an allusion anything but ridiculous. 

§ 79. I shall revert presently to the Greek panegyrics, 

^ aij ye firjrep 

rj? fie t4kois, oit tV ^“irifiifKpofiaif fieyalpta 
prj(TOVj iirel \ 17 rap 1 f 1 re Kal cif^oros, et v6 ns d\\i/j. 
dXXd ol 4 k MoLp4(ap ns 6<l)eCK6iievos debs &\\os 165 

#<rrt, (Taian/fpuiv (Jiraroi^ y4vos * birb fdrprfv 
t^erai o^k d4Kovffa MaKVfdbpi KOipavieffdai 
dfKpoTiprj fieabycLa^ koX at weXdyeaffi Kddrjvrai, 
fiexpU Sttov repdrri ref Kal birirbOev &Kees tinroL 
, ifiXtov 4'op4ov(Tip * 6 5’ etaerai •VjOea irarphs. 17 ^* 

Kal p 6 TTorre ^vp6s ns dXeOfferaL dfipip deOXos 
HffTcpoPf owbr Slp ol flip i<p' ’ISXXi^peffffL fidxo-Lpw 
^apfiapiK^p Kal KeXrbp dpaffri^aapres "Aprfa 
bxf/Lyopoi TLTTjp^s d<f>* iairipov 4 (Txo>t6cjptos 
fubffUPTaif PKpddeaaLP ioiKbreSf ^ icdpiOfioi >75 

^€lp€(rif ijplKa TrXciirra Kar* ifipa povKoXioprat, 

He then prophesies the attack on Delphi, and the dedication of 
swords, corslets, and shields at his shrine there, after the Gallic defeat 
as regards these spoils ; — 

riup al flip ifid yipas^ al d* iwl Nc/Xy 
4p Tvpl robs (popioPTds dirowpebaaPTas Ibovcrai, 

KelaoPTaij panXijos d4$Xta TroXXd KafibpTos 
iacofiipai * IlroXeyuate, rd rot fiavT'i^ia <t>alp(i). 

It would be hard indeed to interpret this efhision were it not for the 
scholion, which tells us that after the defeat at Delphi : dXLyup oOp 
irepiXeitpOipnaPf *ApTlyop6s ns (plXos 4>iX. IlroX. wpo^epeT airrobs abrep 
&<rTe 4irl fiiaOip (TTparebeadai. Kal ydp ^ IlroX. robrov arpa- 

rebfiaroSy ol 5i bfioLus 'qpovX'^drfoap Kal toO IlroX. diapirdaat rd 
ypobs obp ffvXXafipdpei abrobSy Kal drrdyei irpbs rb arbfuop toO NelXov rb 
Xeybfiepop l^epeppvnKbp Kal ifariKXverep abrobs iKeitre, ravra obp tprjcrip 
Svpbp dyupa iffcffOau {v. 166) We know already how fond the Ptole- 
mies were of^ calling themselves Macedonians. Soter must already 
have been worshipped as a god. {v, 168) The two continents mean 
Europe and Asia, into which the world was then commonly divided. 
(v, 169) wepdTT} is used for the West. If these Gauls were the captives 
taken by Antigonus at his victory over them in 278 B.c., then the title 
Soter Gods is twenty years older than is commonly supposed. 
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but must first quote an Egyptian one, which is among 
the recent additions to our knowledge. M. Naville in 
his excavations at Pithom in 1883 ibund a stele giving 
an account of three visits paid by the king to Pithom 
(Heroopolis) for the purpose of founding and e^ndowing 
a temple there, and also for the purpose of inaugurating 
the re-opening of the canal of Necho and of Darius, which 
made a water-way from the Nile to the Red Sea.^ 

The stele of Pithom was not set up till after the twentieth 
year of his reign, and mentions other facts to which we 
shall recur; the first visit was in the sixth year of his 
reign, and in the usual fulsome and wordy preamble of the 
document, while there is much about his general destroy- 
ing of his enemies, there is nothing yet deciphered which 
seems to have any direct allusion to the Celtic affair.^ But 
the rest of the preamble distinctly places the chief glory of 
the king in his fleet. If this is not done to please the 
natives, who did (I believe) more work as sailors than as 
soldiers, it would imply some early naval successes of 
Philadelphus not elsewhere definitely recorded. The text 
proceeds to say that he went on a voyage to Persia, 
and brought back, by way of the new canal, the gods taken 
away from Egypt by former enemies. M. Naville, in his 
Commentary, exercises himself to determine what foreign 
expedition of Philadelphus this can record. It seems 
much more likely that it is one more instance of the sense- 
less copying out of older documents with facts applying 
to a previous king, of which Wiedemann has cited such 

c 

^ We can now use the amended version of the late H. Brugsch, just 
published from his papers by A. Erman Z, fiir Aeg. for March 1895, pp. 
74 

* As this preamble was not composed till long after, such an allusion 
would then have been quite stale. Cf. below, § 86. 



IV 


PTOLEMY II 


127 


curious examples.^ The opening of the canal was however 
a real step in advance, and one which facilitated the 
eastern and southern trade-routes of Egypt for some time.^ 
§ 80. I have already mentioned how Thebes was a 
place strange to the Greeks, though we know that Ptolemy 
Soter as satrap had rebuilt a shrine at Karnak (in purely 
Egyptian style). We have no evidence that his sway was 
more than nominal higher up the river. Philadelphus was 
an important builder at Philae, but probably in his later 
years.^ Nevertheless the trade of Arabia and of Aethiopia 
was of great importance to the king in two respects: 
becau?e the gold-mines of Nubia added greatly to the 
king’s wealth, and because of the elephants, in which 
the armaments of Egypt hitherto had been strangely 
deficient. We read in Diodorus what careful provision 
the first)i Ptolemy and Seleukos had to make against the 
elephants of Demetrius at the battle of Gaza, and though 
as the result of that battle most of the Indian elephants 
were wounded and taken, we hear not a word about them 
in the later annals of Soter. In the great pomp of Phil- 
adelphus’ coronation, there is indeed a decked-out elephant 

^ Gesch. Aegypten^s pp. 29 sq. 

® The geography of the Red-Sea coast was explored, and the sites of 
most of the Ptolemaic settlements identified, by Richard Burton and 
Gardiner Wilkinson, and the results published in the second volume of 
the Geograph. Society^ s Journal as far back as 1832. Recently we have 
the admirable studies of Mr. E. A. Floyer, head of the Telegraph depart- 
ment in Egypt, on the Eastern desert. These stations of Philadelphus 
may be regarded merely as trading-places, whereas his Syrian towns must 
have been intended as important military outposts. We know of Ptole- 
mais on th^ coast, Philadelphia (Hamath), two Arsinoes, one near 
Damascus, and one to the south in the gorge (ai 5 \c 6 i/) of Syria. Lastly 
a Philoteria mentioned by Polybius (v. 70, 3) near the lake of Tiberias. 
So far and so completely did his influence reach into Syria. He 
founded, so far as we know, four Berenikes, eighteen Arsinoes, and 
three Philoteras. * Cf. Addit. Notes pp. 489-90. 
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to carry Dionysus, and there are twenty-four ‘elephant- 
chariots,’ along with chariots drawn by other strange beasts, 
but not a word about war-elephants in the enumeration of 
all the military forces (lirTriKal kul Tre^iKai) which were dis- 
played in the streets : whereas at this time Seleukos kept a 
herd of 500 at Apamea, higher up than Antioch on the 
Orontes, a city where their Syrian kings had their arsenal.^ 
Nor was it an easy task, even if elephants were still to be 
caught in Nubia, to bring them down the cataracts to 
Egypt. A way was now found by sea and canal, and this 
at once became the high road of the Ptolemies to the south 
country. I have myself searched in Nubia along th*c Nile 
in vain for traces of Philadelphus or Euergetes higher up 
than Philae.^ There are none anywhere extant. On the 
other hand Strabo tells of the foundation of a number of 
settlements on the Somali coast by the ofificcrstsent to 
catch elephants for the sec6nd and third Ptolemies. 
These animals were brought to Alexandria by means of 
transport ships called ikefjiavrrjyoL, up the Red Sea and 
along the canal of Pithom.^ The same ships, as those of 
Queen Hatasu had done long before, brought other strange 
creatures to nourish the king’s taste for zoology, and supply 
his beast-gardens at Alexandria. 

§ 81. Strabo and Diodorus note the scientific interest 
in exploration, and in the curiosities of natural history, 

* There is a like absence of mention of elephants in Theocritus’ 

Encomium^ which is strange, unless it was composed early in Phil- 
adelphus’ reign, for later on he must have had many. This agrees with 
the views of Koepp {Rhein, Mus, vol. 39), who thinks both this and 
Callimachus’ encomium were written before 270, and give^ several good 
reasons for his opinion. ® Cf. below, § 95. 

* These ships are specially mentioned by Agatharchides (Phot. 83) 
as being wrecked frequently in the shoals of the Red Sea, The word 
does not appear in the Lexica. Diodorus, in paraphrasing the passage, 
avoids the term, cf. Geog, Graec. i. 17 1 ; also Pet. Pap, ii. xl. (a) 26. 



IV 


PTOLEMY II 


129 


shown by all the Ptolemies, especially the second, and the 
consequent ardour of their subjects to please them in this 
respect. Diodorus (iii. 36) tells us a wonderful tale of the 
huge serpent which was caught by private enterprise to 
please the king, by a whole army of people, ‘horse, foot, 
and dragoons,’ in a sort of giant lobsterpot, and brought 
to Alexandria, where Philadelphus was fond of showing it 
to his visitors. The story is far too long to quote, and 
contains the most amusing exaggerations. This taste for 
natural history, and for the collecting of foreign fauna and 
flora, was no doubt stimulated by Demetrius of Phaleron 
and the other Peripatetic philosophers at Alexandria ; but I 
should not wonder if the brilliant and lifelike reliefs on the 
tomb-temple of Queen Hatasu, in the gorge of the kings’ 
tombs over against 1'hebes, with her ships bringing from 
the Soiflali coast apes, ebony, strange trees in pots, and 
other wonders, had a more direct effect upon his imagina- 
tion, when he went to see the wonders of Thebes. 

§ 82. Whether he worked the Nubian gold-mines from 
the sea is more than doubtful.^ We can hardly suppose 
that during the recent decadence of the native kingdom 
of Egypt the Nubian mines had been maintained. They 
were the penal settlement of the old Egyptian kings, as 
they afterwards were of the Ptolemies and Romans, and 
we have a terrible picture of the sufferings of the miners 

^ The old Pharaonic roads to the gold -mines went into the desert from 
the fortress of Kubban in Nubia, perhaps from Korosko. Plin. HN 
vi. 34 says that the far-off Berenike was called the golden, on account 
of the gold found in the neighbourhood. If so, even the mines were 
worked fron* the Red-Sea route. But I doubt this. The earlier and 
later history of the Red-Sea Canal, from the first attempts of the old 
Egyptians and Persians down to the Roman Empire, when it was of 
great value for the transporting of porphyry from the quarries of Ham- 
mamat to Rome, and lastly the causes of its silting up and disuse, are 
all treated fully in Letronne^s essay on the subject, Recueil i. pp. 189 sq^ 

K 
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(convicts) in this tropical ‘Siberia* preserved to us by 
Diodorus.^ But the income derived from trade, and from 
the minute and severe taxation of all farming in Egypt, 
was quite sufficient to make Philadelphus the richest 
king in the world. This is the purport of the Encomium 
of Theocritus, 2 who celebrates the extraordinary wealth 
^ iii. 12. 

® xiv. 6o and Herondas i. 30 celebrate his generosity as a patron. 
His empire is described in Theocr. xvii. 82 : — 
rpeis iijkv ol To\l(t)v ^xttTovrdSes 
Tpels d' &pa rpicaais M fivpiddeaa-iy 

doial TpiddeSf pierd 34 <T<f>LffLv ivvedbei rpeh. 
tCjv rrdpTCDU UToXepuuos dydvtap 
Kal fiijv dirorifiveTai 'AppajSias re 

Kal hvplas Af/Sday rc KcXalvwp t Al0ioTri^(ov * 
liapL<|}}^^Xol(F^ re Trdtn Kal atxp>i7Taty KiXLKeaai 
<Tap.alP€t AvkIoh t€ <f>i.XowToX4pi,oL(ri re Kdp<rc 
Kal i/dtrois KuxXdSecro’w', eire/ ol vdes dpiarai 
vbpTOP iwnrX<Ji)OPTi * BdXaaaa 34 irdaa Kal ala 
Kal TTOTafiol K€Xd3opr€s dpdaaovrai nroXejua/y. 
diroT^pipeaSai is used in the same sense by Plutarch Demetrius 36, and 
in Memnon irepi 'Hp. c. xix., so also in the Megarian inscription on 
Orsippus (C/6’ 1050) which seems to go back at least to classical 
times, and in an epigram of Chaeremon, xdrtoey dfitplXoyop yap diro- 
T€/jLp6p.€Pos {Ant hoi, Grace, vii. 720). 

As regards the actual money-value of Philadelphus’ income, or of the 
treasure which he collected at Alexandria, we have several divergent 
notices. Regarding the coin alone, S. Jerome {ad Dan, xi.) puts the 
revenue at I4,8cx) silver talents yearly, Appian {J>rooem, 10) says the 
treasure accumulated in the treasury was 740,0CK> talents. Cicero says 
(ap. Strabon. xvii. p. 798) the income of the broken-down Auletes was 
12,500. That figure agrees very well with that of S. Jerome ; for the 
reign of Philadelphus was the climax of Ptolemaic splendour. But what 
sense is there in Appian’s statement ? Boeckh supposed the 740,000 to 
be copper talents, but now that we hold the ratio of silveP to copper to 
have been i : 120, this would not be a year’s income. Until however 
this ratio is certain, we cannot dogmatise, nor do I think it at all likely 
that Appian meant copper. Ancient authors are so loose about their 
figures, and copyists so often mistook them, that I refrain from any 
decision on this question. Cf. Ruehl in Jakrbb, for 1879, pp. 621 sq. 
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of Ptolemy, and his liberality in dispensing it to the priests, 
the poets, and his ‘ friends.* Here again we are at a loss 
to date the poem, in which the absence of Cyrene and 
Cyprus from the list of his possessions has perplexed 
modern historians. Even had these provinces been in 
revolt at the moment, or temporarily out of the king’s 
power, I do not think the court poet would have scrupled 
to add them to the list, which is surely more comprehensive 
than sober truth would admit. Nor can we see why he 
should not have also included those towns about the Helles- 
pont. which Ptolemy’s second wife claimed as her private 
property. Though these omissions are not easily accounted 
for, I cannot accept the conclusion that Philadelphus had 
lost Cyprus, and surrendered all claims upon Cyrene. 

We know that the invasion of Magas was met by 
raising up enemies against him in his own territory ; his 
claims to a separate kingdom were settled by betrothing 
the crown-prince of Egypt to his infant daughter. The so- 
called first Syrian war, which Antiochus probably began as 
soon as his hands were free in Asia Minor, seems to have 
been indecisive, and if it resulted in any loss to Phil- 
adelphus, it was not such a loss as that of Cyprus. The 
evidence of the coins struck and dated by Philadelphus 
at Tyre from 266 b.c. to his death, together with the 
existence of a prior undated Egyptian coinage of this king 
at Tyre and Sidon, have convinced Mr. R. S. Poole ^ that 
the Egyptian king won the province from Antiochus as 
early as 270 b.c. On the other hand Koepp, in his able 
article on»the Syrian wars of the early Ptolemies, holds 
that Palestine and Coele- Syria had been practically an 
Egyptian province ever since the battle of Ipsus, and that 
Philadelphus inherited it from his father. He explains the 
^ Cotns of the Ptolemies p. xxix. 
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first Syrian war as an invasion of Antiochus Soter, only so far 
successful that he took Damascus,^ just as Demetrius years 
before had raided Samaria. But by the same policy of 
raising up difficulties in far provinces of the Syrian empire, 
especially in Pontus, Philadelphus thwarted the ^attack. 
Koepp even imagines that Philadelphus’ second marriage 
was part of his policy in this Syrian war, to gain influence 
with the old subjects of the house of Lysimachus. The 
many struggles between Syria and Egypt, known as the 
Syrian wars, in which Judaea was necessarily involved, 
form the subject of the eleventh chapter of Daniel., But 
the author is so vague, and omits so many important 
occurrences, that not even the intelligent commentary of 
S. Jerome, who derives his facts chiefly from the sceptical 
Porphyry, can make it a proper source of history for us. 
Whether this vagueness is intentional or not, I feave to 
theologians to decide. 

§ 83. Theocritus’ statement that the king spent great 
sums of money on temples and priests can still be verified 
from the ruins marked with his name. In addition to the 
temple and endowment in the east of the Delta near 
Pithom, there are in the centre of the Delta, near the 
ancient Sebennytus, the remains of one of the most costly 
buildings in Egypt, a temple to the Isis of Hebt, of great 
size, constructed altogether of grey and of pink granite, 
which must have come from Syene, 700 miles up the 
river. The whole structure has tumbled down, and has 
been ransacked tor curiosities, or treated most ruthlessly as 
a quarry, little attention or care being hitherto paid to any 
antiquities in the Delta. There are elaborate sculptures 
and inscriptions on this very hard material, but none of 
those as yet uncovered contain more than the usual barren. 

^ If we may trust Polyaenus iv. 15. 
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formulae of this epoch, which teli us that this king dedicated 
the temple to Isis. Unfortunately we have found no date. 

• So likewise in the west of the Delta, Mr. Petrie, when 
excavating the site of Naukratis, found that Philadelphus 
had p.'.tronised the Hellenion, a common temple to the 
Greek gods at that ancient settlement of Greek traders, 
thus showing tliat his devotions and offerings were not 
confined to Egyptian gods.^ At a spot where the great 
wall of the temenos may have been broken down, he set 
up pylons, and an entrance gate, with a building behind 
them . covering the line of the wall. Under the founda- 
tions were found models of the tools employed, and the 
vessels, in materials ranging from an ordinary mud -brick 
to fragments of agate and lapis lazuli, together with gems 
containing the cartouche of the king. He may possibly 
have restored the temple of Aphrodite inside the enclosure. 
But unfortunately no inscription beyond the mere cartouche 
of his name has been found. 

Thus we learn that at three points of the Delta he 
built temples to the gods both Greek and Egyptian, and 
the stone of Pithom, to which we shall revert, tells us of 
large endowments whereby he added to the value of his 
restorations. Many dedications throughout the Greek 
world show his liberality abroad, perhaps the same politic 
desire to conciliate the priesthood throughout the Hellen- 
istic world. ^ But before we pass to these, we may note 
the evidences of his donations in Upper Egypt. 

^ Cf. W. F. Petrie Naukratis part i. pp. 26 sqq. 

^ There would appear to have been a careful impartiality in his 
worship of Greek and of Egyptian gods. All the statues of the king 
and queen in Egypt were probably strictly Egyptian ; e.g, those pre- 
served in the Vatican Museum, on the back of one of which are this 
king’s titles, on the second those of his second queen (above, § 73). 
Where these statues were found in Egypt I could not ascertain. 
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§ 84. I do not believe that a single Ptolemaic temple, 
in the whole series up the Nile, now shows traces of his 
work, except the great temple of Isis at Philae, and h 6 re 
we see it so overlaid by that of his successors, that we can 
easily understand how his foundations in other places may 
have been completely obscured by the additions of later 
kings. It is most unlikely that he built freely in the Delta, 
and again on the southern limit of his kingdom, without 
doing something for the many holy places which lay 
along the 700 miles between his splendid granite temple 
and his picturesque structure at Philae. The island had 
not been the original holy island; inscriptions at the 
neighbouring Biggeh show its more ancient sanctity. It 
was apparently Nectanebo II. who began the buildings at 
Philae, and he had done but little, when Phil^delphus 
determined to erect here also a shrine to his favourite Isis. 
This temple was probably later than those of the Delta ; at 
all events his second queen figures upon the sculptures. 
The fact too that this island was beyond the limits of 
Egypt, above the cataract, shows that he must have stood 
in peaceful relations with the Nubians. We are told by 
Diodorus^ that the founder of the Nubian dynasty of 
independent kings, Ergamenes, was contemporary with 
Philadelphus. I shall show in due time that this is very 
improbable, and that Ergamenes^ extant cartouches are 
evidently copied from that of the fourth Ptolemy. 

Enough remains then to show that Philadelphus had 
either pacified or humoured the inhabitants of lower Nubia, 
so that they did not molest the temple of Isis*built upon 
their territory. What temples he may have founded on 
sites along the Red Sea cannot be known till that country 
is better explored. Letronne ^ thinks that the sites of two 
^ iii. 6. 2 j^gcuHl ii. pp. 175 sq. 



rv 


PTOLEMY II 


135 


Arsinoes, two Philoteras, and of Myos Hormos are identified, 
and shown to have been military and naval stations. He 
proceeds to argue that all his other colonies were named 
after his second wife, or his sister Philotera. But there 
were exceptions such as Philadelphia (Rabbat Amon) 
known even to him, and the list of village-names which 
I found in the Petrie Papyri,^ and which are formed on 
the same principles, with Arsinoes and Philoteras, afford 
us several more, such as Lagis, Theadelphia, Philagris, 
Lysimachis, etc. and a Berenikis, long after Berenike’s 
death, all founded under this king. I add with pleasure 
the following paragraph from Mr. Floyer^s brilliant essay ^ : 

‘ The violent north-winds that prevail in the Red Sea made 
the navigation so difficult and slow for the poor ships 
of the ^ancients that Ptolemy Philadelphus established 
the port of Berenikc. This is 200 miles south of the 
ancient ports at or near Kosseir, and consequently saved 
that distance and its attendant delays and dangers to the 
mariners from Southern Arabia and India. I suppose the 
best camels ^ and the worst ships would choose Berenike, 
while the best ships and the worst camels would carry the 
Kosseir traffic. For it is interesting to note that Phil- 

^ Cf. the list in vol. ii. p. 98 of that publication. 

* Proceedings of the Geograph. Soc. for 1887, p. 665 ; cf. also two 
texts of Strabo i. 4, 7 /4€^’ i} IlroX^^ais Trpbs rj driptf. tG)v i\e<l> 6 .vT(aVj 
Krlafia EiJ/ttiJfious rov ir€fi<p 04 vTos iirl Oiipav vwb ^CKaM\<pov ; and a few 
sentences earlier ; dd^ 6 hcareipas 6 p iK KLvdbvwv fieydXujp crudipres 

TiP€S Tutp ijyepibpojp dirb roV arvpi^e^riK&ros oVtus ^KdXea-ap, coupled with the 
inscription ^om Koptos which I copied in the Gizeh Museum (1894), 
SeoLS fieyaXoislafiodpa^i | AttoWuplos'SiUjoi^iov | Orfpaios rjyepLWP tup | 
Tfx^eup auOeis \ ey p^eyaXup Kipdvpup €k | TrXcucray ex rrjs epvOpas \ OaXafftnis 
€vxn^^ It is wrongly interpreted by Maspero Catalogue p. 359. 

® Though the Ptolemies used no camels in Egypt, they were probably 
long naturalised in this desert, and we have Camels’ Fort already men- 
tioned (§ 21) as a place near Pelusium. 
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adelphus at the same time that he built Berenike also 
rebuilt the old Kosseir port, and Myos Hormos was still 
kept in repair. In former days it is probable that many 
a sea-sick traveller, buffetted by contrary winds, landed 
joyfully at Berenike, and took the twelve daysk camel 
journey sooner than continue in his cramped ship, just as 
now they disembark at Brindisi rather than Venice [on 
their way from India].’ 

I think it more than probable that the worship of the 
Samothracian gods, which we can j)rove from inscriptions 
during this century, was introduced by him or •by his 
second wife. For on the island of Samothrace have been 
found remarkable remains of a building set up in honour 
of these mysterious divinities by this queen Arsinoe. We 
hear that in her great troubles, especially after thc^ murder 
of her children, she found a refuge in the holy island. But 
it may have been from some earlier gratitude to the local 
gods that she not only built them a temple, but afterwards 
introduced their worship into Egypt. The temple was a 
Rotunda, with Corinthian pillars, and not unlike in design 
to the monument set up by Philip of Macedon at Olympia 
to commemorate his victory at Chacronea. It was a fine 
structure, built of the most solid materials. The inscription 
over the entrance appears to have been — 

^ocrlAISSA APo-tvor; ^acriActus 7rToAe/>tAIOY BYTArrjp 

BA2IAEi2]^ [TTroAc/jiatov] yvv'q ev\y)v ^EOLS MEPAAots.^ 

Other anathemata of hers, simply inscribed apo-ivor^s 
aSeXcjiov, have been found at Amorgos, which sh« probably 
visited during her misfortunes. ^ 

^ The name bracketed may have been Avaiiiaxov. Cf. Conze 
Samothrake pp. 17 sqq,, who further notes that we know of three 
Alexandrian writers of this period who wrote about the Samothracian 
deities. 2 Cf. Mitth» i. 336. 
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§ 85. These dedications bring us face to face with an 
important turning-point in Philadelphus’ life — his second 
marriage, to his own full sister Arsinoe, who first assumed 
the title Philadelphus, loving her brother^ by which the king 
came jo be known in later generations. ^ His first wife 
Arsinoe is reported to have been detected plotting against 
his life, and to have been banished to Koptos,*-^ while her 
children were adopted by the new queen, who was now a 
childless widow, of middle age, and not likely to have any 
more heirs. After her misfortunes in Macedonia she 
return^jd to Egypt, and used 'her passion for intrigue to 
good account ; she ousted the existing queen ^ and rose to 
her place, which she raised to an extraordinary position of 
dignity. It is now generally agreed that this marriage took 

^ Co^jtemporary documents never call the king by this title ; but 
most historians have adopted it for convenience sake. 

® Mr. Petrie has found at Koptos, in 1894, an interesting corrobora- 
tion of this account. On a stele, an Egyptian (whose name is uncertain) 
in giving an account of his life, mentions that he was steward of a queen 
Arsinoe, and was employed by her to rebuild and beautify a shrine to 
the god. As the Arsinoe in question is not further described, we may 
be pretty certain that it was not Arsinoe Philadelphus, and so it probably 
refers to the first queen of the name, who accordingly may have lived 
in some state in her exile in Upper Egypt. This agrees with the inter- 
pretation given by Krall [Studien ii. p. 40) to a stele found at Koptos 
which runs : ‘ Goddess of Ascher, give life to Lysimachos, brother of 
the royalties, the Strategos, year vii. ’ ; viz. year 7 of Euergetes, or 
240 B.c. He was the king’s younger brother and strategos of Koptos. 
So his mother had lived with him. 

® Though the first and second Arsinoes were respectively daughter 
and wife of King Lysimachus, it is most unlikely that they were actually 
daughter and mother. Not only do the dates make it difficult (though 
not impossible) but the silence ef all gossip on such an interesting affair 
as a mother supplanting her daughter in the affections of the king, and 
taking her place upon the throne, is to me a conclusive objection. To 
the gibes about the incest of the union would have been added the scandal 
of a mother invading her daughter’s rights. The scholion to Theocritus 
xvii. 128 is our best and most distinct authority for the crisis which 
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place within the years 278-277 b.c. Droysen, by various 
ingenious combinations,^ tried to fix it at the year 267, or 
the eighteenth of his reign. This decision seems clearly 
refuted by the stele of Pithom. At the head of this stele 
the second queen Arsinoe is represented as a deity con- 
ferring favours on the king, her husband. But then the 
stele was not set up till during or after his twenty-first year. 
The text, however, contains an account of three visits of the 
king to Pithom, the first in his sixth year, with the opening 
of the canal, a visit to Persia, and the alleged recovery of 
the gods of Egypt. In this there is no mention whatever 
of his queen, and of course he could not as yet have been 
married to this second Arsinoe. But then the text proceeds 
to say that in his twelfth year — that is in 273 b.c. — he paid 
another visit in company with his queen and sister,^nd not 
only endowed the gods of Pithom, but founded a city called 
after a daughter of Ptolemy, ^ at the junction of his new 
canal with the Red Sea, from which the royal pair sent out 
a commander to go to the land of the negroes, from which 
he brought back not only a large number of elephants, but 
also many other curiosities to please the king and queen. 

§ 86. Let me cite this curious text.® 1 . 21: At the first 
month His Majesty called for transports, ships . . . laden 
with troops and all the good things of Egypt [entrusted] 
to the first general of His Majesty [Eumedes]. They 

replaced the first Arsinoe by the second. The difficult question of the 
appearance of Philadelphus’ son in some dates during his reign I shall 
postpone till we come to consider Euergetes’ youth. 

^ Hell. iii. 266 note. ^ 

® This is odd, for surely the city was known as Arsinoe. Whereas 
it seems intended to mean Philotera, and Satyrus, the other general 
sent out by him to the Trogodyte country, did found cities called Philotera 
and Berenike (Strabo xvi. 4, 5). 

* Naville’s Pithom p. 21. There is a corrected version by Erman in 
the Z. fur Aegypt. for 1895 (March). 
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sailed to the Kemuer-sea ... he navigated from the 
harbour of the Red Sea [?]; he arrived at iChatit [?]. 
He reached the land of the negroes [and returned to the 
Lake of the Scorpion]. He brought all the things which 
are agreeable to the king and to his sister, his royal wife, 
who loves' him, and he built a great city to the king 
with the illustrious name of the king, the lord of Egypt, 
Ptolemais .1 And he took possession of it, with the soldiers 
of His Majesty and all the workmen of Egypt and the land 
of Punt. He made these fields and cultivated them with 
plougbfi and cattle ; he did not come back before it was 
done .2 He caught elephants in great number for the king, 
and he brought them on his ships to the king, on his trans- 
ports on the sea. No such thing had ever been seen by 
any of ^Jie kings of the land. There came ships and ships 
to Kemuer-sea.’ And at this place the king had ‘founded 
a large city to his sister [1. 21], with the illustrious name 
of the daughter of king Ptolemy [Philotera].^ A sanctuary 
was built there to the princess Philadelphus ; the statues 
of the gods Adelphi were there erected,’ etc., etc. 

§ 87. There were so many dedications in Egypt to this 
queen Arsinoe that we can hardly infer from this text 
that her marriage and deification were quite recent.^ But 

^ M. Naville reads Ptolemy^ which does not give a different sense. 

® Strabo says he unexpectedly seized a promontory, and fortified it 
on the land side with a ditch, but then made friends of the natives who 
• at first had tried to hinder him. 

® It appears that court poets like Callimachus not only wrote in 
praise of qi\^en Arsinoe, but addressed poems to Philotera. Cf. the 
citations in Gercke Alex, Stud,^ Rh. Mus. for 1887, p. 604. 

^ Droysen has gathered evidence (Berlin Siizb, for 1882) that her 
deifications were gradual. In the fifteenth year of the king’s reign she 
was made goddess of Mendes (H. Brugsch in Zeiisch. fur Aegypt, for 
March 1875). In the year 19 she was goddess at Thebes. It appears 
from another text that she was made goddess (Isis- Arsinoe) at Sais in 
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they may have been so. At all. events we have attained 
a minor^limit for the former, which may even have been 
as early as 278 b.c.^ This marriage, which was quite in 
accordance with Egyptian notions, where for ages past the 
queen had been called sister of the king, whether «he was 
so or not,2 and which was compared by the court poets with 
the marriage of Zeus and Hera, scandalized Greek feeling. 
The poet Sotadcs reflected upon it in a very outspoken 
line, and is said to have consequently lost his life, when 
caught by an Egyptian admiral Patrokles, in the Cilician 
town of Kaunos, whither he had fled to avoid the king’s 
resentment.^ 

Droysen thinks the proprietary claims which the queen 
had upon Cassandrea as well as Pontic Heraclea and its 

the twentieth year. I infer that the whole process was c(ftnplete in 
the king’s twenty-first year, when he claimed for her the Airdfioipa paid 
to all the temples in Egypt. 

^ Kocpp (AV/. A/us. vol. 39) is disposed to date the marriage as far 
back as 276 B.c. 

Erman shows {Aegypien pp. 222 sg.) that it was a term of endear- 
ment, that brother often meant lover, and so the use of the terms was 
not confined to royalty. There is evidence even in the Song of Solomon 
(v. 2) and in the LXX of the book of Esther (v. 1 . 16 rf iariy 
iyu) 6 d 5 c\ 06 s crov^ OdpocLy says the king) for the same curious identifica- 
tion of sister and wife. 

® Bergk .(A’/:. A/us. 35, p. 259) says that the joke on the subject 
preserved from Alexis’ ’TTrojSoXi/xatos must have been inserted after that 
poet’s death, and in a reproduction of his drama, which I greatly doubt. 
The line of Sotades was — 

els oux oa-Lrjv TpvfiaXi^v rb Kivrpov c&^cts : 
those of Alexis — 

iyCs IlroX. ToO paaiXlm rirrapa ^ 

XVTpibi OLKpdrov rrjs r dbeX<f>ris vpoaXa^djv 
T^s Tov ^aaiXiuiSf ravr dirpevarl t ’ ^Kirubv ktX. 

Kal rijs bp.ovoLas ktX. 

But there is great difficulty in prolonging Alexis* life till the date of 
Arsinoe’s marriage. 
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dependent cities, bestowed upon her by her first husband, 
made the match politically important and desirable to 
Ptolemy. Personal attraction is a more obvious and 
a better reason. I give no credit to the epigrams of 
flatterei^ declaring her beauty to be incomparable. Her 
head on the many coins still extant is not ugly, but not 
remarkable for beauty. There is ample evidence that 
Philadelphus loved intellectual pleasures no less than those 
of sense. This able woman made life easy for him ; 
she adopted his children ; she connived at, perhaps en- 
couraged his mistresses ; 1 she took part in his politics, 
perhaps even more in the financial administration of the 
country; she saved him from the desire, and from the 
peril, of making any other matrimonial alliances. 

§ 88. In the year 273, that is to say some years after 
his second marriage, tind when Pyrrhus’ campaigns had 
acquainted the Hellenistic world with the Roman power, 
Philadelphus showed his far-seeing political sense by 
sending an embassy to Rome, to offer friendship (not 
alliance). The Romans answered with a ceremony and 
respect quite unusual ; their return - embassy of three 
senators included the princeps senatus, Q. Fabius Gurges. 
The king honoured them with golden crowns, which they 
placed on his statues ; his other precious gifts they laid 
before the senate, who commanded them to keep them 
as heir - looms. Thus commenced a commercial inter- 

" ^ Polybius (xiv. 11,2) speaks of Kleino, his cup-bearer, whose statues, 

dressed in her chemise only {fiovox^ruvas) with a pitcher in her hand, 
were to be sden all over Alexandria. The finest houses in the city were 
known as those of Myrtium, and Mnesis, and Potheine, low fluteplayers or 
actresses in farces. Pie compares them with Philopator’s Agathokleia, 
but the latter upset the monarchy, while the former only amused the king. 

2 The evidence for this interchange of courtesies has been stated and 
sifted by Bandelin in his excellent Inaug, Diss. (Halle, 1893), PP« 
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course with Italy, which lasted into the days of the Empire. 
Politically, it is regarded by Mommsen as the first official 
recognition that Rome was one of the great powers in the 
Mediterranean system.^ The cornships of Alexandria were 
awaited as anxiously at Puteoli as the Pontic c<jrnships 
had of old been at Athens in the summit of her might. 
It was this move of Ptolemy that enabled him to refuse 
the Carthaginians when, towards the close of the first 
Punic war, they desired to borrow from him 2000 talents. 
He asserted a strict neutrality.*^ 

We also hear® that he carried on war by mjans of 
his fleet with the cities on the Euxine which refused to 
admit Arsinoe’s jurisdiction ; and if he had been able tb 
command that sea, and close the Dardanelles, he might 
have raised the price of his exported corn as much as he 
pleased, for he would have closed Ihe only other avenue 
for providing Europe with bread. But then he would 
have set against him all the trading interests of the Levant, 
especially Rhodes, and this would have been contrary to 
all his policy. 

The next date which we can now fix in Philadelphus^ 

6-8. We have the fact only mentioned in Livy’s Epitome (xiv.), but 
Val. Max. iv. 3, 9, Dionys. Hal. xx. 14, Dio Cass. fr. 41, and other 
second-rate authorities agree very well, probably all deriving their 
information from Hieronymus of Kardia. Two of these senators, three 
years after, issued the first consular silver coinage at Rome (Pliny 
xxxiii. 3), thus indicating that Rome borrowed the practice directly from 
Alexandria. But this borrowing extended afterwards to many other 
Hellenistic arts. Cuneiform astronomical texts are cited to prove that 
at this very date there was an Egyptian garrison east of the Euphrates 
(Epping und Strassmeier Zeitsch.f, Assyriol. vii. 200 5 q, \ according to 
Holm’s citation, Gr. Gesch, iv. 202), and Philadelphus coined in Phoe- 
nicia from 268 B.c. onward, though we find Aradus commencing its era 
of freedom (under the Seleukids) in 259 B.c. 

^ RG i. p. 429. * Appian Sic, i. 

® Cf. the doubtful evidence discussed by Droysen iii. 272. 
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reign for an important internal reform was the year 264 b . c . 
(his twenty -first year), when according to M. Naville’s 
version of the stone of Pithom he again visited his founda- 
tions in the eastern Delta, and fixed the amount of his 
religious endowments in money value. In any case the 
king^s great liberality in giving this endowment to the 
Egyptian temples is there specially lauded. But in the 
new document brought by Mr. Petrie from Egypt in 1894, 
the Tax-farming (Revenue) Papyrus, as I have called it, 
quite another face is put upon this affair. Columns 36 
and 37 of that document contain royal rescripts, dated 
in his twenty-third year, wherein the official secretaries 
(PcutlXlkol ypafjLfMar€Ls) of each nome are required to furnish 
a list of the gardens and vineyards which in the official 
budget of taxes (cv ttjl <f)opo\oyLai) were charged with the 
dues (airopLOLpa) of orfe-sixth for the temples, also a list of 
the temples and what amount they received yearly up to the 
twenty-first year. This was done in order to farm out the 
collection of this tax, not for the temples, but as dues for 
Arsinoe Philadclphus. In other words that lady had been 
deified, and to her were to be paid all the dues which the 
temples had received on vineyards and wine throughout all 
Egypt up to the twenty-first year.^ In the text referred to 
only vineyards and gardens are mentioned, and only wine 
as a produce. In the gardens were primarily fruit-trees, 
but in that climate vines could be grown climbing on 
^ trees,^ so that we need not assume the monstrous charge 
of one-sixth upon the whole fruit produce of Egypt. 

HoweMcr, the large sums paid to the priests mentioned 

^ Possibly she was regarded as a sort of mediating deity, who could 
offer sacrifices {(TTrovdrjv Kai Ovffiav) to the invisible gods for the people. 
But this is only a hypothesis. 

® The opadevdpas mentioned in Petrie Papyri i. xxx. 
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on the Pithom stone are evidently the quid pro quo granted 
by the king. We may also suppose that for two years the 
Government collected the tax, in order to find out approxi- 
mately its value, and the proper price at which to farm it in 
succeeding years. We may be sure that the Icing \Jid not 
make a bad bargain. The prosperity of Egypt was rising. 
The introduction of many Greeks would increase the culti- 
vation of wine, and it is more than probable that he had 
already received reports from his engineers concerning 
the important reclaiming of lands at the lake near Croco- 
dilopolis. ^ 

§ 89. This great agricultural reform, and presently the 
settlement of a population of veterans ^ in the now-called 
Fayyum, was in some way directly attributed to the benevo- 
lence of Arsinoe. The whole district was renamed, after 
her, the Arsinoite nome. We are told^ that the fish of 
the great lake had of old been given to the queen of Egypt 
for her pin-money.- By some large draining or dyking 
operations — ^Apcnvoqs x^/^a was the name of one of the 
new villages — ^a tract of land was reclaimed, and made fit 
for cultivation. In the twenty-ninth and thirtieth we know 

^ By veterans I do not mean necessarily soldiers released from the 
standards and in retirement, but a reserve force, which could be called 
upon, if necessary, though such cases must have been rare. For most 
of the men whose wills are preserved to us in the P.P. are 60-70 years 
old. Diodorus indeed (xix. 41) speaks of this advanced age being the 
great reason why the Argyraspides under Eumenes were invincible, but 
I do not believe anything so absurd. From the constant mention (in 
the P.P.) of the regiment to which the Fayyum settlers belong being 
that of one of the explorers of the elephant country — Lichas, Pythangelos, 
etc. — I think it possible that these veterans were those who had served 
in this dangerous and distinguished service. 

*-* 8' iK TTjs \lfiv7is Att^ twv lx0^u)v yivoiJ^prjv Trp6<ro5ov ry 

yvpaiKl irpbs fi^pa Kal rbp AWop Ka\\(airior/j.6Pf (pepoi^ffi^s r^s 0‘i^pas dpy. 
rdXaPTOP iKdarris ijp^pas, Diod. i. 52. * 
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from the papers of Kleon the chief engineer (dpxirUriDv) 
of the district that it was being reclaimed (though not yet 
renamed), and most of his work seems to have been the 
management of the dykes in the new province. Thus we 
are at last able to fix the date of this large reform. Prob- 
ably Arsinoe had found the collected from the vine- 
yards so profitable, that she was ready to resign her rights 
upon the fish of the lake, and of the canals passing in and 
out of it. 

From this time onward the Arsinoite nome, lying as 
an oasis away from the Nile, with its salt lake fed by 
deep water coming from inner Africa, its higher lands 
irrigated by the well-known canal (now Bahr Yusuf) which 
comes from Assiut far up the Nile, became the most wealthy 
. and populous nome in Egypt. Very probably the priests 
were noW sorry they had accepted, or even been obliged to 
accept, the king’s great liberality lauded on the Pithom- 
stele. Moreover by the progress of this policy, the priests 
became the direct pensioners of the state, and only thus 
could they ever have been trusted to support the foreign 
throne. But the memories of their old corporate rights 
and their separate property were too strong for their loyalty, 
and we shall find that more than once again they stimulated 
national revolts. 

§ 90. The same papyrus which tells us of the transference 
of the dirofioipa of the gods to the deified Queen, also gives 
details, dated in the twenty-seventh year of the king, concern- 
ing the farming of the Slate monopoly in oil to the companies 
of publicani^ as we should call them in Roman days, who 
bought the right of selling the oil to the retailers, and so 
making their profit. It is indeed hard to make out where 
and how this profit could be made. For just as the 
husbandmen were not allowed to have their vintage or 

L 
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make their wine, without the presence of a gov^irnment 
officer, and an officer of the farmers of the tax, so in the 
case of oil, even the seed was to be served out by the 
state sixty days before the harvest, the quantity of acres in 
each nome to be planted in oil was determined, so was the 
special kind of the oil. The retail price was fixed ; a list 
of all the retailers and of the amount each of them could 
dispose of — all is fixed by state-regulation. There are 
careful instructions protecting the tax-farmers from the 
dishonesty of the husbandmen, protecting the husbandmen 
from the extortion of the tax-farmers, special regulations 
prohibiting the importing of Syrian oil by way of Pelusium, 
beyond what was requisite for three days' use. The very 
cooks arc prohibited from melting down suet, and pass- 
ing it for oil. 

These minute provisions also make clear to that up 
to the twenty-seventh year of this king, there was no olive-oil 
in Egypt. Four sorts are specified — sesame-oil, the most 
valuable, and used for cooking; kiki-oil, made from the 
croton-plant, which, being like our castor-oil, was hardly 
fit for food, but used for lamps ; and then three other 
kinds, of which we do not hear in other papyri, /<vr;/ctvov, 
made from the head of some sort of artichoke, koKokwOivov 
or pumpkin-oil, and linseed oil.^ Had there been olive-trees, 
or olive-oil, in the country, such could not but have been 
mentioned in these state-regulations, which affect all the 
provinces or nomes of Egypt. It was not till the new 
nome was filled with veterans, many of whom brought wives 
from Greek lands, that the olive was settled in^Egypt, and 

^ Pliny (xix. 26) speaks of oil made of radishes, hoc maxiine cupiimt 
sererCf si liceat^ quoniam et quaesius plus quam e frumento et minus 
tribute and elsewhere of many varieties of oil, as if the natives had 
endeavoured to ease the burden of the monopoly by these various in- 



IV 


PTOLEMY II 


147 


i 

I 

made a distinct impression upon Strabo, when he visited 
the Lake and Labyrinth two centuries later. 

§ 91. We may take it for granted that all this minute 
and complicated legislation was adapted from that of the 
old Pharaohs. It was unlike anything that would be 
tolerated either in Greece or Macedonia. But the Pharaohs 
and the Ptolemies (in this matter copied by Augustus and 
his successors) regarded the land of Egypt as little more 
than a crown-estate, to be managed with a view to the 
interests of the sovran only. 

This view has been strongly put forward in the brilliant 
Greek history of A. Holm,^ who can see nothing good in 
any Ptolemy but the first, and thinks all the Hellenistic 
kings a mere damage to that Hellenic civilisation, which 
could not thrive beyond the pale of the free Greek polity. 
On th^ other side wj have not only Droysen, but Wila- 
mowitz-Mollendorff, who sec in the Greek of these 
days but a useless survival, if not a mischievous parody. 

If we compare the best of either form of government 
with the worst of the others, or the good moments of either 
with the bad moments of the other, we can find sufficient 
reasons for the very strong judgments of these eminent 
men, though they stand in direct conflict. In Egypt at all 
events, the introduction of the Greek polls among the natives 
would have been ridiculous, if not impossible. 

§ 92. The first and the great thing to do was to put 
down with a firm hand the extortions of local magistrates. ^ 

^ iv. 176. 

2 This has remained the great desideratum in Egypt up to the present 
day ; and tlie recognition that it is so, together with some vigorous dis- 
missals of dishonest officials, is both one good justification of the 
English occupation, and also the reason why that occupation is hateful 
to the dishonest classes, both inside Egypt and in such other countries 
as stand in close relation to its finances. 
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This the Ptolemies attempted, not only by subjecting the 
whole control of local magistrates to a complete system of 
central regulations, but also by establishing those travelling 
or assize judges, who were appointed to hear complaints, 
and adjudicate them, for the husbandmen who could not 
easily find redress on the spot, and were unable to** appeal 
to the central government far away in Alexandria. This 
is the well-known institution of the attributed 

by pseudo-Aristeas to Philadelphus, and corroborated both 
by the Petrie Papyri and by an inscription as a current 
institution in Egypt. According to the inscription^ it 
consisted of three members — Greeks — with an cto-Aywycvs 
or secretary, and an apparitor, and extended not only 
over Upper Egypt, but also to the Delta, where the group 
of nomes round the Prosopitan formed one circuit. There 
was, however, in the Fayyum as early as the third Ptolemy 
a distinct local Greek court, with at least four judges sitting 
under a president (wpoeSpos), appointed to adjudicate suits 
between the settlers.^ 

It is remarkable that among the many complaints of 
injustice found in the Petrie and Serapeum Papyri, made 
by poor people who seek redress from the law, there is not 
a single tale of horror. There is assault and battery, there 
is the common sort of violence, but torture, rape, and even 
murder do not occur among these complaints. We also find 
many cases among natives, who had their own native courts, 
brought up by preference before the Greek magistrates, 
and pleaded in Greek. The effect which these papers 
produce upon the careful student of them, is that they 

^ Cf. Krebs in Gottingen Nachrichten for December 1892. 

® Cf. Petrie Papyri i. xxvii.-xxviii., and this did not exclude the 
action of the xP’7Mart(rra/, cf. ibid. II. viii. 2 ; xxxviii. (c). According 
to Wilcken’s restoration {Gott, G, Anz. for 1895, ^p. *43) the court con* 
sisted of ten judges and a president. 
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belong to an orderly and well-managed society, where there 
is but little actual want, and but little lawlessness. There 
are complaints of violence against natives committed by 
Greeks in the earlier documents ; in those of the next century 
there are complaints of violence against Greeks, committed 
by natives ; in neither case is there any approach to the 
horrors which we read in the memoirs of Simplicissimus, 
or in the legal records of France before the Revolution. 

The great burden of the peasants^ life must have been 
the luxuriance of officialdom. Every new papyrus brings 
us new names of officials, whose functions we can hardly 
distinguish from those of their colleagues ; there is no end 
of red tape, and therefore of delay in obtaining justice, and 
there are times when such delay may amount to positive 
cruelty. *There are prisoners who talk of themselves as 
likely to rot in jail unless their case is decided, but there 
is no actual case known to us where such consequences 
resulted. There was a current opinion that imprison- 
ment'^or debt was not permitted in Ptolemaic law. The 
recent discoveries of papyri in the Fayyum contradict that 
opinion. We have several cases of applications from jail 
made by prisoners on account of default. But the very 
fact that they do appeal and that their complaints are 
set on paper, and sent out, show that the imprisonment 
was not a rigid one, or anything like the dreadful confine- 
ment in mediaeval dungeons. 

§ 93. These important financial arrangements seem 
to have be<in contemporaneous with the so-called Chre- 
monidean War, in which Athens sought to shake off 
the bondage of Macedonia, and though assisted by the 
fleet of Ptolemy, failed in the attempt, surrendered, and 
was obliged to submit to the very gentle and intelligent 
despotism of Antigonus Gonatas — about 260-58 b.c. We 
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now know ^ that Athens with her allies, and Sparta with 
her allies made a treaty with Philadelphus to protect the 
(Ireeks from those who were plotting against their liberty. 
The pompous enumeration of all the allies, ^nd the 
primacy ceded to the king of Egypt, must have promised 
great things, and Pausanias tells us that the Egyptian 
admiral Patrokles occupied and fortified the island after- 
wards called by his name near Sunium. The delays and 
then the defeat of Areus king of Sparta are regarded as 
sufficient cause for the failure of the whole scheme by 
Holm .2 The result rather shows the weakness of the 
Greeks, and perhaps the lukewarm support of Egypt, which 
did not risk any great outlay upon these treacherous and 
unstable allies. 

But we are not here concerned with this wa*r further 
than to note that the fleet of Ptolemy, far from main- 
taining the mastery of the sea, was signally defeated by 
Antigonus at Kos, in consequence of which Egypt 
actually lost that branch of her power for some fourteen 
years, when it was recovered by the victory at Andros, over 
the same Antigonus. All the facts are very hazy ; we only 
know of the battle off Kos by stray allusions, but the ap- 
pearance at Delos of votive offerings of Antigonus, who 
seems to replace Philadelphus as president of the islanders’ 
Confederacy, and some other stray evidences such as the 
advefntures of Aratus on his way to Egypt in 250 b.c., make 
the combination of facts very probable,^ 

§ 94. Into the same period, but a year ^r two later, 
Droysen and others put the second Syrian war, apparently 
so called because the second Antiochus waged it against 


^ CIA ii. No. 332. Cf. Addtt, Note p. 490. 

® Griech. Gesch. iv. 251. 

^ See the summary of the conjectures on this matter ibid. 265. 
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Philadelphus. We know nothing about it, save that the 
Egyptian fleet, which is supposed to have been driven from 
the sea by the victory of Kos, still commands the coast of 
Asia Minor, even round to the Black Sea, and not only 
occupit'i many settlements in Cilicia, but also seizes 
Ephesus, and wars with Heraclea in Pontus. Where was 
Antigonus’ victorious fleet, which probably would help the 
Syrian power ? If Antigonus did make a diversion, it was 
to send his step-brother Demetrius the Fair to Cyrene, to 
accept the invitation of the Syrian wife of Magas, Apama, 
and to secure a marriage with the still infant Berenike, 
the heiress of that throne. But the jumble made by our 
stray authorities, and the mass of conjectures wherewith 
modern scholars have essayed to correct them and make 
them ccrisistent, forbi^ any clear or acceptable account of 
this once so brilliant, now so obscure period. 

§ 95. As regards Philadelphus we notice his modern 
conception that the office of king does not include that 
of military commander. He sends expeditions to 
Aethiopia and to Pontus, but I do not believe the state- 
ment that he led them himself. He was a delicate and 
pleasure-loving man, fond of foreign curiosities, but not 
of adventures. Diodorus indeed gives him the credit 
of being the first explorer of Aethiopia.^ This state- 
ment is manifestly false, because wc know that Greek 
mercenaries went up to Nubia under Psammetichus, and 
they went up by the Nile. Diodorus does not seem to 
know whether Philadelphus explored Nubia as well as 

^ i. 37 yhp TU>v dpx<il(jiJv ^XP^ Bt. toO irpoorayopev- 

divTOS, oCx Sttus Tives tQ)v ‘EXX^i'wi' bwepi^aXov els AlOioirLav, dXX’ obdb 
P^XP^ 6p(au rrjs AlyOirrov Trpo<rav4^7i(rav • ofJrws A^epa irdvra ^p rd rrepl 
robs tSttovs kuI TapreXujs iirtKipbvpa. rod 5 b wpo€Lp7}fiipov ^aaiXbufs ped* 
^'EWrjpiKrjs Svpdpecjs els Aldioirlap irpibrov (TTpareijaaPTos iireyptbffAri rd 
Kard T^p ra&rr)P /crX. 
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Aethiopia, but the information concerning the summer 
rains in the Aethiopian Alps, which caused the inundation 
of the Nile, was probably discovered by land expeditions 
from the Somali coast. Strabo, too, often speaks of 
Philadelphus having sent officers to the south coifntry to 
catch elephants, never of his having gone there himself. 
Strabo adds (xvii. i, 5) that if old Egyptian kings like 
Sesostris, and Persian like Cambyses, went up to Meroe, 
and left monuments detailing their visit, the secret of the 
inundation should have been long before discovered. If 
Philadelphus himself had gone to Nubia, and seeft there 
the inscriptions of ancient kings, is it likely he would have 
left no trace of his presence in the country ? And yet we 
can find nothing on any monument which can be referred 
to him, unless it be the names of the^ two Cyrenearvs, which 
are inscribed on a pillar of the temple of Tothmes III. 
over against Wadi Haifa. There are also traces of older 
Greek inscriptions, and some Carian on the same temple.^ 
From Ptolemy III. we have the inscription of Adule ; 
from Ptolemy IV., the inscriptions at Debot and Dakkeh. 
There is no probability that those of Philadelphus, had he 
cared to set them up, should have vanished. All the stories 
of the capture of strange beasts speak of their being brought 
to the king at Alexandria, I conclude, therefore, that he 
probably made a triumphal progress in a state barge as far 
as Elephantine, and visited Philae, but nothing more. 

§ 96. These are the facts, or the absence of facts, which 
make me ascribe to Philadelphus a considerable interest 
in the land and produce of the far south, btt not the 
energy to explore them personally. A like tendency to 
ease, and to avoid trouble, is apparent in his wars with his 
Mediterranean neighbours. 

^ Above, § 20. Cf. Addit, Note p. 490, 
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It is a very curious point about these conflicts that one 
victory seems to settle the naval supremacy of the Aegean. 
Is this our notion of a naval supremacy ? How often have 
the fleets of modern nations who claimed that supremacy 
survive i a single defeat ? And yet it is not in this case 
to be set down wholly to any unwarlike sloth on the part 
of Philadelphus. For when the prudent and tenacious 
Soter lost one great battle off Cyprus against Demetrius, 
we have already seen that his naval supremacy departs, 
nor does he recover it for ten years, and even then not 
until his adversary’s sea-power falls to pieces before a com- 
bination of his enemies. No modern historian seems to 
have felt the smallest difficulty here, far less to have offered 
any explanation. And yet some large causes must have 
operate^ upon naval affairs in those days, of which the 
ancients have left us no record. The scantiness of our 
information is, however, such that we need not be sur- 
prised at any gap in our knowledge, even affecting so 
large a question as the naval supremacy of the Eastern 
Mediterranean. 

If we endeavour to supply this strange deficiency by 
conjecture, we shall seek it in the action of the neutral 
powers who used these seas as their highway — the islands 
of the Aegean, and especially Rhodes, whose cruisers kept 
down the swarm of pirates which have infested the Levant 
from the beginning of history till the invention of steam. 
A protracted naval war meant, as we know, the flourishing 
of piracy, and with it the ruin of trade. There may, there- 
fore, have* been some definite understanding between the 
naval powers of that day that as the neutral lesser states 
would not tolerate a protracted struggle, even the great 
powers must abide by the result of one fair sfand-up fight. 
What would be the result if either Macedon or Egypt — 
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Syria had now no naval power of any account — refused to 
acquiesce ? In the first place the Rhodians might refuse 
to guard the seas, since their patrols of three small cruisers 
might meet any day large armaments raiding the coasts, 
and disposed to plunder any ships they encounter^. In 
the second place, the pirates, whom they kept in control, 
could at a word be let loose on the side of the victor, 
thus giving his fleet an enormous addition of strength, 
and so crippling the remaining power of the defeated 
side. It is doubted by historians whether Antigonus, 
owing to the victory of Kos, occupied Karia and iCilicia 
or not. Probably the meaning of the phrase is that the 
victor at sea controlled the pirates, whose principal homes 
were in the fortresses of this wild country. 

§ 97. How far this reverse checked the external 
policy of Egypt we cannot tell. There is no clue to 
the date of the mission of a certain Dionysius, whom 
Philadelphus sent to India. The object of such a mission, 
which Pliny ^ alone reports to us, is easily guessed. The 
main route to the West still lay through Mesopotamia and 
Syria to the Mediterranean. Some of the wealth of the 
East had been tapped by the Red -Sea route, and the 
Canal into the Nile. But the trade from central India 
still came by caravan to Babylon, Thapsacus, and Antioch. 
If Ptolemy’s ships held the Black Sea, then the old and 
well-known northern trade-route might also be gained to 
Egyptian influence. And in those days, when free trade 
was unknown, the control of a trade-route meant a large 
increase of revenue to the controlling governftient. I 
speak with hesitation of the inferences drawn from 

^ ffNvi. 17, 21. Gutschmid (Sharpe p. 195) inclines to put it in 
the reign of A9oka, who mentions Ptolemy in his inscriptions, and 
therefore after 263 B.c. 
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Ptolemaic coins — a very intricate and unsatisfactory 
study. But here the conclusions of E. Revillout from 
the dating of demotic papyri agree with Mr. Poolers 
researches^ that in the twenty-fifth year of this reign 
the tit?e Soter first appears on the Phoenician coinage 
as a title of the first Ptolemy, whose head is repro- 
duced throughout every reign in the series. ‘ It is obvious,’ 
says Mr. Poole, ‘that the issue of the [new] Phoenician 
coinage of the year 25 [261-0 b.c.] seems to indicate 
a more complete organisation of the country than does 
the earlier money. It may be conjectured that the king 
of Egypt allowed his new subjects, wrested from the 
Syrian dominion, some degree of autonomy, and by this 
commemoration coinage indicated his favour, and the 
final success of his father’s efforts to subdue them under 
cover of deliverance.’ For Tyre, Sidon, Joppa, Ptolcmais 
and Gaza all put their initials on these coins. 

^ Coins of the Ptolemies xxv., xxxv. We now have further evidence 
from the Revenue Papyrus that it was the year 27, in which the earlier 
formula ; ‘In the reign of I’tolemy, son of Ptolemy, and of his son 
Ptolemy,’ was exchanged for: ‘In the reign of Ptolemy, son of 
Ptolemy Soter ’ ; the former seems to have been corrected into the 
latter in the first lines of the Papyrus. Hence some have imagined an 
unknown son of Ptolemy II. and Arsinoe II., who was associated in 
the throne to the exclusion of Euergetes, but who died in this year. 
The schol. on Theocritus xvii. is express that she was childless when 
she was queen of Egypt, and that .she also adopted the children of 
Arsinoe I. This together with the statement (Suidas) that Euergetes’ 
reign began in 271, and the silence of all our authorities on this other 
child, make me reject such an assumption. But why was the prince 
royal dissdbiated to make room for the deified father ? I am now 
disposed to think that he was in that year (258-7 B.c.) declared king 
of Cyrene upon the death of Demetrius the Fair, and that the change 
may have been out of compliment to the Cyreneans. If Soter was 
indeed not deified till this year, it explains the rest. 
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CHAPTER V 

PTOLEMY II. (continued) * 

§ 98. The next great event which we can approximately 
date is the bringing of the large Greek colony into the 
newly reclaimed, and therefore greatly enlarged, ftasis of 
lake Moeris, now known as the Fayyum. The reclaiming 
was in process, and partly completed, in the twenty-ninth 
year of the king. The first problem in regard to this 
foundation not yet raised is this : Did the queen sur- 
render her rights to the district during her life, or was it 
a bequest ? The year of her death is unknown, and her 
deification certainly took place during her life, some years 
before the settlement of the re-named nome. But we also 
know that she died before her husband. What can we 
gather from the newest papyri on the subject ? 

In the first place we have in the Revenue Papyrus two 
royal rescripts^ (262 b.c.) quoted in the ordinances of the 
year 27 of the king’s reign, in which the aTro/Aotga of the 
temples is directed to be paid to Arsinoe Philadelphus, At 
first one is led to suppose that she was already dead, for 
there is no title, no mention of her royalty, no personal 
expression of loyalty. She appears simply as a deity like 

^ Called vpoypafi/MiTaf not wpoaTaypLara, 
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Aphrodite or Demeter. But the express date of these 
rescripts, in the twenty-third year of the king’s reign, makes 
it most unlikely that this was so, especially as we Jcnow she 
had been deified, and had a yearly canephorus since the 
year 19,^ When we further examine the documents of 
the yeaf 2 7, we find that in them the Arsinoite nome is 
not yet known by that name, but by the older appellation 
of the lake — rj This occurs in both the enumera- 

tions of the nomes in that text.^ So then the gift of the 
queen, if it was such, was not yet completed at that date, 
and in any case she must have been alive. 

§ 9^. By the light of these facts we can even find 
further evidence in the published Petrie Papyri, which was 
overlooked for want of this help. There are in that col- 
lection numerous texts of the next reign, in which the 
Arsinoite^ nome is mentioned. But when we search for it 
in the few specimens from the reign of Philadelphus, we 
find that in those of the years 35 and 36 it does not 
chance to be required ; in the two earliest texts the older 
name seems still in use. The date of the first,^ which 
seems to be the year 28, is not quite certain, but in it the 
words along the lake — irapa ttjv kipvrjv — occur in a way that 
suggests a technical use. The second case ^ is far clearer. 
The date is quite certain, the year 29 of Philadelphus, 
and so is the employment of the old name — ‘ If you do 
not assist us, we shall be obliged to write to Apollonius, 

. * This we have on the evidence of dated demotic papyri. Cf. 

Revillout jRE i. 13. 

* We have apparently found 0 Xi/xvittjs [sc, vofios)^ col. 71. For the 
formula of the date cf. above, p. 155, note. It is ^aaCKevovro^ IlroX. 
Tov IlroX. Kai rov viov llroXe/jiaiov L KZ according to our restoration 
of the gaps, changed into ^aa. IlroX. rov IlroX. ffurripo^. 

3 Cols. 31, 71 - 

^ Pet, Pap, I. xxii. [2]. 


® II. xiii. [5]. 
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and tell him that his farm is the only one in the lake not 
irrigated,’ Here, then, we have the very phrase of the 
Papyrus of the year 27 repeated in a Papyrus of the 
year 29. 

It is of course not at all out of the question that the 
old appellation should have been sometimes empfoyed in 
familiar use, even after the official declaration of the new 
title.^ People can hardly avoid making mistakes like that. 
But in this formal letter to the chief architect of the nome, 
and in this ceremonious age, such an use seems to me not 
likely, and I infer from it that though Kleon the Chief Com- 
missioner of Works was already carrying out engineering 
plans to reclaim and to irrigate the new province, it had not 
yet received its new name. This then would not have been 
done till at least the year 30. As there are several allusions 
in the Petrie Papyri to an impending visit of the king to 
the province in (or about) the year 30,2 it is quite likely that 
this visit was the very occasion when, with much solemnity, 
the province received its new name, and the queen was 
co-ordinated or identified with the local gods, as at Pithom 
and Mendes. 

But whenever it was done, the queen, if she was not 
still alive, must have been lately deceased. For we can 
imagine the title given as a mark of respect and affection 
to one who had bestowed so great a gift or left such a 
bequest when the facts were fresh ; not after some years 
had ' passed away. She was therefore probably alive in 
255 B.c. and died, as we know, before 247 b.c. From the 

fact that the disconsolate king was planning wonderful 

• 

^ From the fact that the present name Fayyum is the Coptic for the 
seay or lake, I suppose that the old designation never went out of use 
among the natives. 

® Pet Pap. II. xiii. [18 a], xi. [i], and perhaps xiv. [16]. 
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temples in her honour, which were not finished at the 
time of his death, we may infer that she predeceased 
him three or four years. 

§ I oo. She must have been a most remarkable woman, 
for though most Egyptian queens were officially deified, not 
one, till we reach the last, Cleopatra, ever wielded greater 
political influence. She took her place beside the king 
not only on coins, but among those statues at the entrance 
of the Odeum at Athens where the series of the Egyptian 
kings was set up. She was the only queen among them.^ 
At Olympia, where there were three statues of the king, she 
had her place. ^ Pausanias also saw at Helicon a statue of 
her riding upon an ostrich in bronze.^ It is very likely 
that this statue, or a replica^ was present to the mind of 
Callimachus, when he spoke, in the Coma Berenices^ of the 
winged fiorse, brother of the Aethiopian Memnon, who is 
the messenger of Queen Arsinoe. She is also in that 
poem called Venus and Zephyritis, owing to her temple on 
the promontory Zephyrion. But why she is called Locris^ 
if indeed that be the true reading, is not explained.^ No 
doubt there were many other statues of her at such places 
as Samothrace, where she founded a temple, at Ptolemais 
in Cyrenc, and at Arsinoe in Aetolia, if indeed she there 
founded a new city/^ It is unfortunate that we cannot com- 

^ Paus. i. 8, 6. 2 Botticher Olympia p. 385. ^ ix. 31. 

^ The best commentary on Catullus’ version of this once famous 
poem is Vahlcn’s article in the Sitzber. of the Vienna Academy for 
December 1888. There may be some connexion with lijiizephyrian 
Locris in Sicily. 

® Strabo ^x. 2, 22) is quite explicit that the village of Konopa 
was refounded by Arsinoe Philadelphus, and I have elsewhere 
attempted to account for such foundations by a desire of the Egyptian 
king to have a city voting for him in the various leagues. But 
Mr. Woodhouse, in his forthcoming book on Aetolia, questions 
both Strabo's statement and my hypothesis. He thinks that the town 
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pare some of these Greek portraits of her with the purely 
conventional Egyptian figure already mentioned, or with 
her cold and dull face upon her coins. For though some 
of these coins, of which Mr. Poole has reproduced a large 
number,^ may represent her as handsome, none of them 
suggests the fascination or the astuteness manifested in her 
eventful life. 

Athenaeus ^ tells us that she was generally represented 
with a rkyton^ or double horn of Amalthea, in her left hand, 
and quotes flattering allusions of the court poets concern- 
ing her. Her coins constantly show this emblem. Pliny ^ 
tells us that the disconsolate king, after her death, lent an 
ear to the wild scheme of an architect to build her a temple 
with a loadstone roof, which might sustain in mid-air an 
iron statuette of the deified lady, who was identified with 
Isis (especially at Philae) 'and with "Aphrodite. She had 
an Arsinoeioii over her tomb at Alexandria, another ap- 
parently in the Fayyum,^ and probably many elsewhere. 
Her temple on the promontory between Alexandria and 
the Canopic mouth, dedicated to her by Kallikrates, where 
she was known as Aphrodite Zephyritis, is mentioned by 
Strabo, and celebrated in many epigrams.^ He also men- 

Arsinoe, as well as the neighbouring Lysimacheia in Boeotia, was 
probably founded as an outpost of his power by Lysimachus of Thrace, 
when this Arsinoe was his wife. Mr. Woodhouse has been kind 
enough to send me his criticisms, which are very well worth careful 
study.” 

^ Cf. that at the head of this chapter. ^ xi. 97, p. 497. 

® xxxiv. 14. ^ Pet. Pap. ii. xi. [i]. 

® Strabo xvii. i, 16. Athenaeus p. 318 B quotes twot epigrams ; a 
third was recently found on a papyrus in the Fayyum, which I quote 
from Blass’ text Rh, A/us. vol. 35, as it is not yet in ordinary text 
books ; — 

ti€(T<rov eyta ^apiTjs aicnijs arofiaroi re KavcjTTOv 
e/x Trepupatvofxevou 
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tions two towns in Aetolia and Crete, two in Cilicia, two in 
Cyprus, one in Cyrene, besides those in Egypt, called after 
her. She seems to us to have only wanted a Plutarch and 
a Roman lover to make her into another Cleopatra. Even 
as eariv; as the opening of the Chremonidean War (before 
265 j;.c.) we find on an Attic inscription a distinct asser- 
tion of her political influence.^ M. Homolle has found at 
Delos a dedication to Arsinoe Philadelphus, Apollo, and 
Artemis.*^ All over Egypt we find dedications in her 
honour more numerous than to any of the queens her 
successors, a clear evidence of her widespread popularity.^ 
vVe have no definite description of her ; we have but a 
single remark of hers recorded. Athenaeus reports ^ from 
a book called Arsvioe written by the famous Eratosthenes : 
that Ptolemy having established many new feasts and sacri- 
fices, especially in hdnour of Dionysus, Arsinoe asked a 
bearer of the olive branches what the day was and the feast. 
When he answered the Xayvvo<j>6pLa, in which they all 
assemble and dine on couches upon the food they have 
brought, and each man supplies his own lagynos of wine, 
she turned to us, when he was gone, and said: ‘this is 
a shabby consorting together, for the company must be a 


rriffSe troXvpprivov Atj3ui;s avefiwdea 

rr}v avaT€LPOfJL€V7)v eis IraXov Ze^vpou 

€pda pL€ K.aXXiKparrjs idpv<raTO Kai fiatriXKrtnjs 

Lepop Apaiporjs Kvjrpidos wpofiacGP 

aX\ cTTi Trjp Z€<l>vpirip aKovffOfiepriP AippodirriP 

W0i7)P(ap aypct ^aipere Ovyarepes 

01 0 aXos epyarai apdpes o yap pavapxos erev^ep 

T#u d icpop iraPTOs KVfiaros evXifiepop, 

^ CIA ii. 332 o T€ /SatrtXeus Hr. aKoXovSus rci tu)p Trpoyopup Kai rci 
riys ad€X(/> 7 }s irpoaipeaei <paP€pos earip (nrov 5 ai;‘(>)P vjrep ttjs koiptjs tojv 
'EXX riP(jjp eXevdepias ktX. “ Archives de Dilos p. 59 * 

’ Strack in Mitth. for 1894, p. 235, enumerates twelve. 

* p. 276. 


M 
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mixed crowd of all sorts, the food stale, and not decently 
served.’ It seems that she changed the arrangement and 
had the feast served at her expense in private, and by private 
hosts. As Eratosthenes only knew the queen in her later 
years, the anecdote points to a contemptuous neglect on 
her part of the masses in Alexandria,' and at the same 
time to a perhaps equally contemptuous liberality. The 
picture of her betrayal and the murder of her children 
by Keraunos at Cassandrea^ does not agree with her 
character, such as we know it, and is probably a mere 
rhetorical flourish. We only know her as a womap whose 
early intrigues brought upon her tremendous punishment, 
and yet when she seemed to have played at high stakes, 
and to have lost everything, she recovers herself, and 
becomes the leading person in the most brilliant court 
in the world. 

§ loi. The figure of Philadelphus is much clearer to 
us. His coins represent him (generally with Arsinoe) as of 
a weaker tyjie than his father, with a strong resemblance to 
him, but with more regular features, and the peculiar thick 
neck which indicates the tendency to obesity notorious in 
several members of the dynasty. We also know that he 
was fair-haired and delicate in health. ‘Such details very 
seldom reach us from this period so wretchedly recorded in 
extant Greek literature. We hear of him as a noble patron 
of science, literature, and art, as well as a man of pleasure, 
first shocking the sensibilities even of the loose Greeks of 
Alexandria by what they considered an incestuous marriage, 
then seeking new excitements by raising one mistress after 
another into public notoriety, probably for the sake of a 
passing fancy, or for the sake of a new experience. His 
philosophy was that of the Cyrenaic school, which held that 
^ Justin xxiv. 3. 
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to seize and enjoy the passing pleasure, the brief acme of 
each delight, the /xovoxpovos' was the only thing worth 

living for, and the only brief, though intermittent happi- 
ness attainable.^ We have from Phylarchus^ a curious 
pass'»^e which asserts that ‘ though the most august of rfll 
the sovrans of the world, and highly educated, if ever there 
was one, he was so deceived and corrupted by unseasonable 
luxury, as to expect he could live for ever, and to say 
that he alone had discovered immortality ; and yet being 
tortured many days by gout, when at last he got better 
and saw frorxi his windows the natives on the river bank 
making their breakfast of common fare, and lying stretched 
anyhow upon the sand, he sighed : ‘‘ Alas, that I was not 
born one of these ! ” ’ 

1 am not sure that Athenaeus understood or properly 
reported his authority, and that the king^s real meaning 
may not have been that he alone discovered immortality 
(on fiovo^ €vpoi n]v dOavaxrlav) by living every hour of his 
life. Moreover, we know from other sources that he 
and his wife, probably in their later years, turned to the 
mysteries of the Cabeiri, which sought to still the longings 
of the soul with spiritual food, and with dim revelations 
of the unseen. We hear also from the inscriptions of 
A9oka, that the first great Buddhist king of India sent his 
missionaries with healing herbs, and with yet more healing 

^ Strange to say, this theory found a recent advocate, and a most 
sober and serious one, in the late Mr. Walter Pater, who not only held 
that the Epicurean attained to an anima naturaliter Christiana^ but 
that our greatest vice was the formation of habits, which so shackled us 
that we were unfit to seize the passing pleasure as it presented itself. 
This doctrine he preached in an Epilogue to the first edition of his 
Studies on the Renaissance. Possibly to a mind so refined as his no 
theory of life was dangerous. 

2 Athenaeus p. 536 e. 
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doctrine to this Ptolemy, to Magas, and to Antiochus, and 
that they received his missionaries with courtesy.^ Who 
knows then that the report of Phylarchus, which I have 
above interpreted in its Epicurean sense, may not have 
been the outburst of hope in the weary sovran, wh^ui the 
solemn missionaries of the remote king brought him 
balm for his tortured limbs, and the promise of eternal 
rest for his world -sick soul? We are told of the great 
impression the Indian ascetic philosophers had produced 
upon Alexander the Great and his companions.^ Here 
was a new mission from this land of fable and of gold, 
brought by living men who promised to seekers after God 
eternal communion with His very essence, to the weary 
pessimist eternal forgetfulness. 

§ 102. However this may be, the king did not discard 
the pleasures of the mind, and altcrntitcd the company of 
his mistresses with that of his philosophers, poets, and men 
of science. The members of the Museum, all supported by 
his royal bounty, and not by any independent endowment, 
were always ready to instruct and amuse him, and not the 
smallest amusement must have been the literary quarrels 

^ Vahlen, in discussing the probable date of this mission (Vienna 
Sitzber. for 1888, p. 1383) cites from a specialist, Oldenburg, a passage in 
the thirteenth chapter of Anoka’s great edict ‘in contrast to warlike deeds, 
it is the victory of right which he (A^oka) seeks above all, peace and 
safety among all creatures. In this the king finds his delight, both in 
his own kingdom and in those of his neighbours. Such are Amtiyoka 
the king of the Yomas (lonians), and beyond him these four : Tula- 
maya, Amtikina (Antigonus), Maga, Alikasadara (Alexander of Epirus); 
to the south the Codas and Ceylon.* In chapter ii. Antiochus and 
his neighbours are also mentioned. Of course Syria was the kingdom 
best known to A9oka. This edict was issued in the thirteenth year of 
his reign, but the date is uncertain, and may reach as far back as 
258 B.C., as the beginning of the reign is not established by any com- 
parative chronology. 

* Arrian vii. 1-3. 
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which abounded in this critical and jealous society. Two 
of the greatest of them, Callimachus and Apollonius, were 
at open war,^ and we may be sure that among the rest 
there were many who only met at the royal table as bitter 
rival.- for royal favour, and ready to turn the feast into an 
arena, the smart repartee into the libellous retort. 

A catalogue of the literary men and their work at the court 
of Philadelphus is the proper duty of a historian of Greek 
literature, and recently this thorny subject has been handled 
with marvellous learning and great acuteness by Susemihl. 
I miis^ here content myself with giving such sketches as 
are needful for a picture of the times, and for an estimate of 
those aspects of a nation’s civilisation which are reflected in 
literature. But we must always remember that this literature 
was mejTcly that of the dominant minority ; it was like the 
writings of Spenser, of Jer. Taylor, of Swift, of Berkeley, 
who composed masterpieces in English, and for the English 
public, in a country (Ireland) where all the lower classes 
spoke a wholly different language, and though they might 
learn enough English for daily use, were far apart from 
any touch of English literature. So the native Egyptians 
neither had the knowledge nor the inclination to ap- 
proach the many Greek books written for the court at 
Alexandria, and for the Greek -speaking population of 
all the ancient world. But unlike the English writers 
named, whose works arc still recognised as masterpieces, 
these Alexandrian literati, in the critical atmosphere of 
their Museum, lapsed into self-consciousness, captious 
criticism, Querulous pedantry, ostentatious learning. The 
majority did at all events ; though of course here as else- 
where, in the midst of so blasted a growth, some beautiful 

^ This famous feud has given rise to quite a literature. Cf. the 
account in Susemihl i. 354, and the references there given. 
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bloom, like the Idylls of Theocritus, or the best of the 
epigrams in the Anthology^ surprises and delights us. 

§ 103. The beginnings of a brilliant epoch had been 
manifest under Soter. As I have said already, both 
Museum and Library, and learned men to grace and direct 
them, were there before Philadelphus assumed the crown. 
Even the seeds of those jealousies afterwards so notorious 
among the court, or would-be court, poets were bearing 
fruit, for we note with some surprise that Philetas and 
Straton, the educators of Philadelphus in literature and in 
philosophy, did not remain at his court, but retiscd to 
Kos and to Athens, while Aratus composed his famous 
Phenomena after, and Lycophron his Alexandra before, 
their Alexandrian residence.^ 

There can be no doubt, however, that the literjiry and 
scientific policy of the second king carried on, or carried 
out, the ideas of the first. If there be less mathematics 
noticeable under Philadelphus, there is its proper con- 
sequence, the advance of mechanics under the first 
Ktesibios.2 If Soter had founded the first great Library, 
adjoining the Museum, and close to his palace, it was one 
of the earliest acts of Philadelphus to appoint Zenodotus, 
already there and active, to the formal office of chief 
librarian, while he gave him for assistants or colleagues 
Alexander the Aetolian, to catalogue and classify the 
tragedies, while Lycophron undertook the comedies. 
Zenodotus himself was occupied, as we know, with the 
epic and lyric poets. 

Such a step became necessary, not at the founding of 

^ Cf. Susemihl sub vocc. for the details. 

® There were two scientific men of the name. The first invented 
machines for artillery, and for scaling walls ; the other, who lived later, 
a water-organ. Susemihl i. 734. 
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the Library, but when it was discovered after some years^ 
collecting that the ordering of the accumulating treasures 
was beyond the capacities of any one man.^ Philadelphus 
even went further, and founded a second library in the 
Sarapvjon of Rhakotis, which was called the daughter- 
library.2 not know whether this smaller library 

consisted merely of duplicates, as would naturally suggest 
itself, or whether it was intended for the use of people 
dwelling in this part of the city, as Bernhardy and Susemihl 
suppose. I am not the least disposed to assume in any 
Ptolemy a regard for the education of the people beyond 
the precincts of the court. 

At all events, this official ordering and cataloguing of 
the old master-pieces, which was continued with great zeal 
and learning by the succeeding librarian, Kallimachos 
(Callimachus), has bten of inestimable service to every 
generation of Hellenists down to our own times. For 
these eminent men were not satisfied with mere recensions 
of the texts, they made grammatical and biographical 
studies upon the authors, and furnished later ages with 
almost all the safe extenml knowledge we have concerning 
old Greek poets and their works. 

§ 104. To have accomplished so much was enough for 
lasting glory, but the Alexandrian scholars of this genera- 
tion were not of that opinion. They all were authors as 
well as critics,^ but, as might well be expected, the critical 
tone of their minds, and those of their audiences, affected 
very seriously their poetic gifts. An age of science and of 
criticism 4s seldom an age of poetry, unless society be 

^ This consideration by itself should decide the question of the 
foundation as the work of Soter. 

^ Epiphanius, quoted by Susemihl i. 336. 

® The first great exception was Aristarchus, who confined himself to 
criticism. But this was one hundred years later. 



i68 


THE EMPIRE OF THE PTOLEMIES 


CHAP. 


divided into lesser societies which have little mutual con- 
tact. It was not so at Alexandria, though the literary 
men seemed to have used Kos as a sort of retreat, where 
they could have quiet moments, far from the madding 
crowd. Most unfortunately, their criticism har only 
reached us at second hand, through the copies and notes 
of later students. Not a single grammatical work or com- 
mentary from these pioneers has survived. But of their 
poems we have a large assortment. We have Apollonius 
Rhodius’ elaborate epic, Aratus^ didactic poem on astro- 
nomy and weather, Callimachus* pompous hymns U) gods 
and Ptolemies, Theocritus* idylls, bucolic, epic, comic, 
the character-sketches of Herondas, and in the Anthology 
epigrams from them and many other contemporaries, not 
to speak of considerable fragments of the clcgiaq poetry, 
then perhaps most fashionable and successful of all. There 
is, in fact, hardly a generation in Greek history which has 
left us so much in quantity, and which has more deeply 
moulded Roman poetry, whereas its influence upon modern 
literature is confined to its bucolic idylls. Of all these 
writers, once so highly esteemed by themselves and others, 
only Theocritus survives in himself as well as in Virgil. 
Callimachus and Aratus, not to speak of the lost Philetas, 
speak to us chiefly through the great Roman poets. Their 
extant texts seldom appear even upon the shelves of Greek 
scholars in our universities. 

§ 105. The causes of this curious obsoleteness in men 
so able and so famous are not far to seek. In the first 
place there was no national or home flavour in thes society. 
They were men brought from the four winds of heaven, 
and set down in the midst of a multitude of mongrel 
breed and mongrel tastes. Their epics and hymns were 
therefore no natural growth, but a literature of learned 
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and careful reproduction, to be judged by antique 
standards, or by the critical taste of grammarians and 
pedants. Moreover, the influence of the court was para- 
mount ; the favour of the king far more vital than the 
favou' ;<^of the muse ; the royal patron must be flattered by 
the insistance upon agreeable topics, and the avoidance of 
all that might offend. The result was that these court 
effusions, these laudations of gods in whom the poet did 
not believe, these elaborations of myths that woke no 
response in the popular imagination, suffered the just con- 
sequences of their unreality. 

If some of these poets sought to indemnify themselves 
by drawing life-sketches of the lower classes, they generally 
erred in the opposite extreme. It was only the coarse and 
repulsive, features which seemed to them to have sufficient 
contrast to the lying flatteries which gave the sovran every 
imaginable virtue. Hence their character-poems, especially 
as we have them in Herondas, err in the opposite direction. 
If the former have idealised so absurdly as to spoil their 
ideal, the latter have been so realistic as to distort what 
was real — an error not unknown to us in the realistic 
schools of the present day. The only artist among them 
who succeeded in concealing his art, and in restraining his 
realism within the limits of general human sympathy, was 
Theocritus. In his bucolic idylls, which he framed with 
the uplands, the meadows, the woods of far-off and pic- 
turesque Sicily, he created a new genre^ drawn, though 
remotely, from popular song, fascinating to the Alexandrian 
liver in du^, glare, and noise, elaborated with all the skill 
and care of a consummate workman.^ 

^ Cf. the interesting essay of Gercke on Theocritus* genius, and his 
relations to his younger contemporary Callimachus, and a chronology of 
their works, in his Alex, Slud., Rh, Mus. for 1887, pp. 592-626. 
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§ io6. But we have no reason to think that the critical 
society of the Museum were of this opinion. To them the 
learned and versatile Callimachus, with his hymns and 
elegies on mythical subjects, with his myriad learned 
allusions, was a far greater man. The love-stcries of 
Hermesianax, classical in form, even though one of them 
made the court of Nikokles of Cyprus and his daughter 
Arsinoe — almost contemporaries — the scene of such a 
domestic tragedy, were probably far more elegant and 
refined, in Alexandrian opinion, than the clumsy crudeness 
of Theocritus’ Menalcas or Polyphemus. And it»is with 
the fashion of the day that we arc here mainly concerned. 

§ 107. The king seems to have moved in this atmo- 
sphere of pedantry and flattery much as Louis XIV. moved 
in his court at Versailles.^ There was no doubt Jhe same 
eagerness in the ladies of the court* to attract his favour, 
and though the mistresses of whom we hear were by no 
means noble ladies, we probably only know of those which 
excited scandal because they were ignoble. If he had any 
special scientific taste, it was for natural history, for the 
fauna and flora of remote lands, for the wonders of un- 
known countries. Of this, and of his explo^ng admirals, 
we have already spoken. What he did in collecting and 
producing in Greek form the learning and the literature of 
foreign tongues seems to have been confined to Egyptian 
and possibly Jewish books. He commissioned Manetho to 
render the history of ancient Egypt into Greek, and he may 
possibly have begun the publication of the sacred books of 
the Jews in the form now known as the LXX. 'She work of 
Manetho produced no effect upon the Greek world. It is 
only cited long after, by Jewish and by Christian writers, for 

^ Niebuhr compares him to Solomon profiting by the abilities and 
conquests of his father David. 
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controversial purposes. The question of the LXX is too 
vexed to detain us here, and must be postponed to a more 
suitable place. 

§ 108. If, as Droysen supposes, the decisive Egyptian 
victory v,t Andros, which recovered the supremacy of the 
sea, did not take place till 245 b.c., we may assume that 
Philadelphus made no further wars towards the end of his 
life.^ His differences with the Syrian king Antiochus II. 
he sought to settle by his usual policy. He offered him in 
marriage his daughter Berenikc with a great dowry, but 
vvith the* intention of obtaining further claims on Syria, and 
also in the hope that her children might succeed to the 
throne, instead of the growing boys of the first queen 
Laodike, who was divorced to make way for her rival. We 
hear of it^as a special piece of Egyptian luxury, 2 that the 
young princess had water sent for her use from the Nile 
to Antioch, which was indeed ‘carrying coals to Newcastle,' 
seeing that the clear springs of Daphne even gave to the 
city its distinctive name ; it was the Antioch near Daphne.^ 
The significance of sending the muddy Nile water with 
the princess was not understood by those who recorded 
the fact. This water had an extraordinary reputation 
for fertilising whatever it touched. The whole object of 
marrying Ptolemy’s daughter to the sickly king was to raise 
up Egyptian claimants to the Syrian throne. Hence this 
unusual precaution. 

But there were other and greater obstacles in the way — 
the very natural hatred on the part of the discarded queen, 
and the wenkness of the king, who seems to have gone to 
visit her at Ephesos, after his new queen had borne him 
her first child. In order to secure the succession Laodike 
poisoned her husband, and set her friends at Antioch or 
^ Cf. AM Note pp. 490-1. ^ Athenaeus ii. 25. ^ Strabo xv. i, 73. 



172 


THE EMPIRE OF THE PTOLEMIES 


CHAP, 


Daphne to murder the young queen and her infant. 
Berenike^s adherents resisted, and she was besieged at 
her villa or palace in Daphne, but was unable to hold 
out till succour should come from Egypt, and so perished 
miserably by the command of her rival. ^ Tlfe aged 
Egyptian king, aged from living too fast rather than from 
years, for he was now only sixty-two years old, seems to 
have lived to hear of this catastrophe, but not to avenge 
it. That duty was the first that fell to his successor. 

§ 109. From this failure in external policy we turn 
again with pleasure to consider the details of the most 
permanent benefit conferred upon Egypt by this Ptolemy 
and his queen — I mean the extension and better irrigation 
of the province called the Lake, which took place, as I 
have shown, in the concluding years of her life. The 
condition of this nome has received so much illustration 
from recent discoveries that I may well be excused for 
giving it an ample space in this chapter. The problem of 
what and where Lake Moeris was, has occupied the learned 
for a long time. Mr Cope Whitehouse still insists that it 
filled the depression called Wadi Rayan, south of the pre- 
sent Fayyum. Linant Bey discovered on a higher level 
than the present lake great mounds or dykes, which he 
concluded to have been intended to enclose a sufficient 
water-area along the highest eastern side of the district 
where the water of the Nile runs in. Major Brown 
and the English engineers now controlling the irrigation 
think this impossible, and that the present lake, with a far 
higher level than at present, covered most of tl^e area now 
under cultivation. ^ 

^ Justin xxvii. i. 

® Cf. The Fayyi^m and Lake Moeris by R. H. Brown (Stanford, 
1892). 
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What are the causes of this great difference of opinion ? 
The ordinary maps do not give the reader, unless he be a 
trained geographer, a correct idea of the place. 

§ xio. When the train leaving Wasta on the Nile 
has paijfed a long cutting in the desert, through the 
saddle of high ground separating the oasis of Arsinoe 
from the Nile valley, the traveller suddenly looks down 
upon a band of the richest green — orchards, gardens, 
farms — which extends north and south as far as the eye 
can reach ; from its east border he looks downward about 
five or s^ miles, till the gradual slope reaches a long very 
blue lake, stretched out as the western boundary of the 
oasis, and beyond it the amber mountains of the Libyan 
desert rising abruptly from its shores. The scene is one 
of strange and unexpected beauty, and probably the 
most fascinating in air Egypt. There is now little doubt 
that the lake at the bottom of this oasis, which lies far 
deeper than the level of the sea — not to say the low Nile 
— is fed by the same sort of supi)ly that fertilises the other 
oases — a deep underground drainage from the mountains 
far south in Africa. But at present this lake is brackish, 
its banks far round the eastern shore are salt marshes,^ not 
fit for cultivation, and only inhabited here and there by wild 
fishermen, who reap the harvest of the well-stocked water. 

This lake, as it now stands, is of course useless to the 
irrigation of the district, except to hold surplus water sent 
down to it. There is no possible escape but evaporation, as 
it, like the Dead Sea in Palestine, is far below the level of the 
Mediterran<iaf< But along the upper rim of the eastern side, 
the traveller coming in from Wasta finds the ample supply 
of the so-called Bahr Yusuf, a natural canal which leaves the 

^ This is the aX/tupis a^opos in the curious fragment Pet, Pap. ii. 

XXX. [6]. 
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Nile far away south, and runs like an independent river in 
its own channel. As soon as it arrives over against the 
Fayyum, it is diverted into channels running south-west, 
west, north-west, in curved lines, so that on the map the 
district seems to have a hollow cup shape. 4JI these 
various arteries amply irrigate a large area, and finally 
make their >vay, sometimes through ravines, and even 
by water-falls, to the lake. But yet most of the down- 
ward slope is very gradual, and the whole aspect from the 
desert near the Nile is, not that of a cup, but of a crescent- 
shaped salad-plate, deepening very gradually as it reaches 
the outer rim, and holding in the bottom of this curved 
depression the water of the lake. At present, all the 
water which comes in from the Bahr Yusuf is employed 
for the irrigation of the Fayyum, and none returns to the 
Nile.i 

Such is the condition of the district, which, as I 
saw it in spring, is so intersected by rivulets and rivers 
coming round and downwards from the Bahr Yusuf, that 
one can only cross the country with difficulty, and either 
by wading pretty deep, or by making long digressions to 
find means of passage by bridges. 

§ III. Now the ancients who describ^j the place, 
Herodotus, Diodorus, Strabo, give a wholly different 
account.^ Though the two latter speak of the great 
fertility of the province (which Herodotus does not), they 
all agree that the lake, which they describe as one of 
enormous size, was designed or applied not to make a 
fertile province here, but to hold surplus wj.t^r from the 

^ Cf. the description in Mr. Petrie’s Illahun p. xxx, and his map, or 
Major Brown’s monograph. 

® Herod, ii. 148-50; on which cf. Wiedemann’s excellent Comm, 
pp. 524-41 ; Diod. i. 52 ; Strabo xvii. i, § 37. 
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Nile, and give it back again when the inundation fell, thus 
irrigating middle and lower Egypt, below the point of exit 
(somewhere near the present Wasta). The old lake 
Moeris therefore, which they saw, or may have seen, must 
have been very much higher than the present lake.^ 
Instead of being far below the level, even of the sea, it 
must have been above the level of the low Nile. Either 
therefore the lake Moeris of antiquity was an artificial 
lake, made at the high level, where the Bahr Yusuf enters 
the oasis, and separated by a large declining slope of land 
from tlje present lake, or the present lake must then have 
covered almost the whole of the Fayyum. The former 
is the French theory set forth by Linant Bey ; the latter 
that of the English, supported in Major Brown’s recent 
book, 

Linant’s great artificial reservoir would of course do the 
work of holding a surplus of Nile water, and returning it to 
the low Nile ; it would satisfy the story told to Herodotus 
that the lake was artificial ; above all it would leave a 
considerable amount of the present province, between the 
two lakes, to account for the great reputation of the nome 
for fertility. 

§ 1 12. On the other hand. Major Brown insists that 
the engineering difficulties of such a scheme must be 
insuperable ; not only would the area which Linant assumes 
cover all the richest land, especially that fertilised by the 
deposits of the inflowing river, but the inhabitants of the 
rest would be in daily danger of being swept away by a 
bursting of^titfe reservoir over their heads. Into the errors 

^ Schweinfurt found clear evidences of the level being 40 metres 
higher than the present in Roman times. Mr. Petrie found similar 
evidences (at Dimeh) of a shore on a far higher level ; so that this 
part of the question seems decided. 
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of detail as to levels and contours exposed by Major Brown, 
I need not enter. The French theory does not any more 
than the others agree with the figures given by Herodotus. 
The statement that the great lake was artificial is passed 
over in silent scorn by Strabo, who evidently think^that it 
once formed part of the sea. 

According to the English theory, when the income and 
outcome of water had been regulated by the great kings 
of the twelfth dynasty, it was observed that by building 
dykes or causeways a greal deal (comparatively speaking) 
of land could be reclaimed along the borders of the great 
lake without injuring its usefulness to the rest of Egypt. 
Hence the huge mounds, the remains of which are still 
extant, were not to hold up water on the high level, but to 
hold it back from a certain portion of its old area. Thus 
the ground about the labyrinth and about Crocodilopolis 
would be reclaimed, and a very rich estate obtained. 
Major Brown suggests that by successive enterprises this 
operation may have been repeated, and so a considerable 
tract, though nothing like the present province, obtained 
for cultivation. Unfortunately, all the stately edifices once 
marking the king’s palace, tomb,^ etc. have vanished. Of 
the labyrinth only the site seems at las', identified. 
Whether the pyramids and colossal figures were indeed 
what Herodotus describes, seems to me very doubtful. I 
am not even sure that he ever had seen the place. Dio- 
dorus apparently had not. Strabo who had, describes the 
labyrinth, and a square pyramid ^ at the corner of it ; con- 
cerning the rest of Herodotus’ wonders he is u'lgnt. 

§ 1 13. What weighs very strongly against Linant and 
in favour of the English theory, is the total absence in all 

^ Ilerod. ii. 149. 

^ Apparently that of Hawara, cf. Petrie’s Hawara, etc. 
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our older authorities of any allusion to two lakes, or the 
country between the lakes. The great lake of Moeris is 
always one. There is indeed in the Petrie Papyri^ 
one mention of ‘the little lake,’ but in no case could 
Linant’s lake be so called, and I think we may identify 
it witi the small lake (or reservoir) in which Strabo saw 
the sacred crocodiles fed by his host.^ It was small 
enqugh for the priests to run round and feed the animal 
at the opposite side while Strabo was looking on. 

But Diodorus adds one detail which falls in very well 
with the action of Queen Arsinoe. He says (i. 52) that 
the king who made the lake gave the revenue from the 
fishing to his queen for her unguents and other adorn- 
ments, the catch of fish being worth a talent of silver per 
day. ‘For they say that there are twenty-two kinds of 
fish in the lake, and* so many are taken that the great 
number of people employed in curing them can hardly 
get through their work.’ At the present day the govern- 
ment farms out this revenue.^ 

Now if we adopt Major Brown’s theory, that the province 
was won from the great lake by successive reclaiming of 
shallow tracts, the history of the present reign becomes 
clear enough. If Arsinoe resigned her claim on part of 
the lake, which was her perquisite, and so gained a 
considerable area for cultivation, we can account for the 
settlement of the colony of veterans who appear in the 
Pdtrie Papyri, without forcible expulsion of the natives ; 
we can also account for the fact that the nome was 
named the^^^sinoite (it had no previous name but the 
/ake\ while no change was made in the name of the 

^ Petrie Papyri ii. [36]. ® xvii. i, § 38. 

^ At 50 per cent of the fish caught. Wilkinson states it to have been 
in his day ;^2io per annum. I was told that it is now 2500 (?). 

N 



178 


THE EMPIRE OF THE PTOLEMIES 


CHAP. 


chief city. In Strabo’s day indeed the latter had come 
to be called Arsinoe, but in the papyri of the third 
Ptolemy’s reign it is uniformly Crocodilopolis, or rather 
the city of the crocodiles (KpoKoB[\(av ttoXls) in the 
Arsinoite nome. ^ 

§ 1 1 4. In the nome, and in connexion with the sale 
of oil, we find the names of at least fifty-five towns or 
villages,^ which implies a very considerable population. 
Crocodilopolis remains the chief town of the nome, but 
though called a TroXts, shows no traces of being ‘settled 
in the Hellenic fashion.’ Among the names ^ of the 
villages, there are many Egyptian, but the majority 
have names of the Ptolemaic time, and were therefore 
then first settled.^ That called Samaria betrays its origin 
plainly enough.^ So too does the ^A/oo-ivot/s which 

is in accordance with the theory that her works of reclaim- 
ing were her main achievement in the province. Lagis, 
Berenikis, Ptolemais, Philadelphia, Philoteris, are called 
after members of the royal family. It would be strange 
anywhere else, but is not so in Egypt, that such names as 
Pelusium, Bubastis, Sebennytos, possibly even Memphis 
seem to have been freely adopted for obscure villages in the 
district. In a country where we know that people named 
two brothers in the same family by the same name, no 
repetition of proper names, however confusing, need sur- 
prise us. As regards the nationality of the settlers, we 
find of course that they come from the four winds *of 
heaven, from Persia to Campania, from Thrace to Cyrene. 

^ Pet, Pap, II. xxvii. p. [98]. 

Or re-named, which I consider most improbable. 

® The village was known by this name down to 290 A. d. , in which 
a papyrus (Berlin Urkunden iv. 94) speaks of S. riys xai 
showing that an indigenous name had either survived, or had been 
invented to replace it ; probably the former. 
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But there is distinct evidence that Macedonians were 
specially privileged. There was a class called Kkrjpov- 
Xoi, some of whom had as much as 100 arourae (hence 
kKarovrdpovpoi ) ; there was another called cTrtyov^s, 
and t^e two appear to be quite distinct. Wherever a 
Macedonian is mentioned, he appears to be of the former ; 
I also notice that these Khqpovxoi appear to have been on 
the average older than the rest, from which we may even 
infer a double settlement, though the great engineering 
works of which we know seem not to have been begun till 
the twenty-seventh year of the king's reign.^ Some of them 
certainly brought wives (who are described irarpoOcv Ka\ 
TrarptSos) from their own homes. They must have had 
good schools, for they spoke and wrote correct Greek, with 
no admixture of Egyptian words. There is no evidence 
that Jews or Samarifans held land among them ; those 
whose names occur being distinctly shopkeepers or retail 
traders. Neither do the p,ur 0 o<l) 6 poty who are mentioned 
as a distinct class, appear to have been landowners, or to 
have made wills, though one irapeirlSijpos does.^ 

^ These facts are derived from a comparison of the names and ages 
of the KXrjpovxoi with the rest in the wills of the jPe^, Pap. i. pp. [34] sq. 
That the two classes were distinct appears from entries like the follow- 
ing : Pet, Pap. II. xxxviii. (a) irapa Swatou rou Swo-oi/ Kprjroi Kai 
IlpakXeiTov rov Ooivov AToXXwi'tarou TWtf dvo ttjs emyovris Kai ^uaipiov 
MaKcdovos TUP vrro 4>uXea rptaKOPrapovpov KXrjpovxov. In witnessing the 
wills we find groups of Macedonian KXrjpovxoi, and again groups of 
members of the emyovt ) — they are never called ewiyopoi — so that there 
was evidently some social distinction attached. In a demotic document 
published in R^illout’s Chrestom, dSm.y a man is described as an 
Ionian born 4 ll^gypt. This I take to be the meaning of the Epigone. 
Lumbroso has discussed the Greek texts on the subject, Egitto pp. 83 sq. 

2 These mercenary soldiers were occupied not only as land troops, 
but as guards on the river, for the Papyrus cvi. of the British Museum 
contains (according to my own decipherment) the following complaint to 
the king, probably the second Ptolemy: A/)ei»[s Tt\% row] lloXcpupos 
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§ 1 1 5. The Greek spoken by the colony is accordingly 
far superior to that of the LXX, even in its best books. 
At the same time there are such similarities of vocabulary 
as to give linguistic support to the tradition of ‘Aristeas/ 
copied by Josephus, that among other literary enterprises 
Philadelphus had the Law of Moses translated by a Com- 
mission of learned Jewish elders. In the Fayyum colony 
we have found early and precious fragments of Homer 
(of course), Plato (of the Phaedo and the Laches\ 
Euripides {Antiope\ scraps of collections of elegant extracts 
from the New Comedy, and of epigrams, as well, as from 
several prose works, which we cannot identify.^ All these 
indications when put together prove to us that a settlement 
of soldiers, in these early Hellenistic days, could be a 
settlement of educated and cultivated people. 

There must have been many riiore such settlements 
throughout the East, especially in the Syrian kingdom. 
We have in Josephus a threat of the third Ptolemy that 
if the Jews will not pay their tribute to him regularly he 
will seize their land and distribute it to KXrjpovxoi.^ We 
even know that in the Fayyum ‘ prisoners from Asia ^ had 
been given land to cultivate.^ We might therefore take it 
as a specimen of such settlements, about which we hitherto 
have learned so few details, were it not plainly a country 
settlement, and not a city. The colonists with their farms 
are citizens not of Crocodilopolis, but of Alexandria. 
They reserve for themselves houses there, and consequently 
the privileges granted to its inhabitants. They bequeath 


Tpi7}fiio\ias iu<T0o4>opov €p€Trjs aSiKovfiai vwo Ke^a^topos. ^^'ihadfiodorvjBePTOs 
yap p.ov vwo Mo<7xiw*'os, Kc0aX«>' [made a raid] m top aradpLOPy ra re 
<rK€vri pLou €^cppi\l/ep cts rrip odop etc., showing that there was a naval 
force of marines, etc. on the river. 

' /V/. /^a/. passim, 

* Pet, Pap. II. p. [99]. 


® Antt. xii. 4. 
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these houses to their heirs ; there is not a word of any 
assembly, or council, or elected magistrates in the nome. 
Everything is managed by crown officials. 

§ 1 1 6 . The number and variety of these officials 
were ,)rodigious. There is seldom a single new business 
papyrus discovered that does not give us the names of new 
offices. In the Revenue Papyrus we have the olKovofios 
always associated with an who is no mere 

reporter or short-hand writer, but can act as a deputy to 
the otKovo/xos. In the Petrie Papyri this antigrapheus is 
unknown. There is besides in a formal list in the same 
papyrus, with the usual local officers, a class called Libyarchs^ 
apparently to manage the nome called Libya, according to 
some peculiar arrangement. These had never been heard 
of in thig sense before, though we knew of an Arabarches 
for the nome of Arabia. In the published Petrie Papyri 
there is not only the iirifi^XTjTys and the dp;(tTeKTa)v, or 
Chief Commissioner of Works, mentioned by Diodorus 
(though not in such a way as to make us suspect his official 
importance), but a (ri»y‘ypa</)o</)vAa^, a a yciafikrp't^s 

and a There are also in the Revenue 

Papyrus koycvral and kiriKoyiVTaiy €^o8o6 (inspectors), not 
to speak of the {yn-rjpkrai and irpayparevop^vot. under these 
officials. All these are local people, even the SioiKrjTrjs 
must be regarded as under the control of the chief man of 
the name, the Chancellor of the Exchequer at Alexandria.^ 
As was known long ago, the a-rparr^yo^^ though of military 
origin, had become a purely civil officer. The chief of the 
police — dfff^vXaKiTrjs — looked after the criminal classes, 
if such there were. There was certainly imprisonment for 

^ In the papyri of the next century, even the chief financial magistrate 
of the important nome about Thebes is a viro-diotKrrHis, In the Petrie 
Papyri we find no such officer, but a Stot/oyrijs. Cf. Add, Note p. 491. 
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debt, though this had been against the old Egyptian custom. 
The whole management of the kingdom, if we can judge 
from the details in this nome, was a complicated bureau- 
cracy, leaving no political interests to any of its subjects, 
and exploiting all the country for the benefit of thfi‘ royal 
exchequer. 

In the Revenue Papyrus we get an insight into the 
method of making government profits out of the oil and 
wine of the country. We do not know how many other 
imposts there were. No mention is made in the Petrie 
Papyri of a poll-tax upon the natives, but then most of the 
papers refer not to them but to the settlers. There is, 
however, a salt-tax, a police-tax ((jivkaKiriKov), or tax for 
watching the crops. There is a dyke -tax, a tax on 
orphans,^ and probably the next papyrus we ^nd will 
tell us of more. 

Nevertheless we do not hear of any misery among the 
farmers, such as we hear of in the gold-mines where con- 
demned criminals worked. The Egyptian fellah then as 
now was patient and uncomplaining, probably he was very 
hardly used, but we have no protests left, even on the i)art 
of the priesthood, that he was cruelly treated. All the 
revolts seem to have arisen from national or religious senti- 
ment, not from the burden of intolerable oppression. 

§ 117. I think a very instructive parallel regarding the 
imposts demanded by Hellenistic kings from their subjects 
may be found in the letters 2 which Josephus inserts into his 
thirteenth book of Antiquities^ where he tells of the bidding 
for the favour of the Jews on the part of rival Aaimants for 
the throne of Antioch. These were Alexander Bala, and 
Demetrius Soter, and the events happened 153-146 b.c. 

^ Pet Pap, II. xxxix. e, f. 

» 2, §§ 2 and 3. 


Given in i Macc. xi. 
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But though a century later, the state of things assumed 
was evidently well established and normal, and Josephus 
gives us the same account (substantially) in a later letter 
from Demetrius’ son.^ The former letter, however, is the 
most v^xplicit. The king, desiring the support of the 
Jews, says: ‘1 will remit you most of the taxes and 
contributions (<^o/)ovs Kal (rvvrd^ets) which ye paid to my 
predecessors and myself,’ and proceeding to details; ‘I 
give you as a favour the value of the salt-tax and the (golden) 
crowns which ye did bring to me, and my share, even 
one-thiid of ground crops, and one-half of the fruit trees, 
I surrender from to-day. Also the poll-tax paid by every 
inhabitant of Judaea, and the taxes of the three toparchies 
adjoining Judaea, viz. Samaria, Galilee, Peraea, I grant you 
in perpetuity.’ Jerusalem is to be free from tithes and taxes 
(rys 8€KdT7]s Kal twv tcAwv), and the citadel in the hands of 
the high-priest. The draught-cattle of the Jews are not 
to be pressed into the post-service {dyyaptmo-Sai), and the 
feasts and fasts of the nation are to be respected. The 
Jews are to have the privilege of military service, and the 
king will pay and maintain up to 3000 of them, and put 
them into positions of trust and honour, such as guarding 
forts, and serving^ as household troops. Moreover the 
king offers a large sum to support the temple expenses, 
and remits the 10,000 drachmae which he had received 
yearly as a tax paid by those who came to sacrifice at 
Jerusalem. 

There is no reason to reject the statements of this 
document^Smwn from the very trustworthy first book of 
Maccabees^ and it shows us clearly what the burdens of a 
Hellenistic monarchy were. Probably the Egyptians were 
used even more hardly than the Jews, but these oppres- 
1 xiii. 4, § 9. 
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sions were now so traditional and well-established that they 
were not regarded as unjust. Within our own memory, 
and by a sovran who survived his deposition till 1895, 
Egyptian fellahs were taxed not only as severely as the Jew|L 
under Syria, but with a high-handed injustice and cruelt* 
probably exceeding the oppression of Lagidae or of Seleu- 
kidae. 

§ 1 1 8. The whole country was not more carefully admin- 
istered, as regards agriculture, than as regards trade. Phil- ^ 
adelphus’ works of irrigation, his canal into the Red Sea, have 
been already discussed. But not content with this sta-route 
to the south, he engineered a highway for caravans to cross 
from Berenike to Koptos (now Suakim to Keneh), so that 
precious things from the Red Sea, and also the yield of 
precious stones in the Arabian desert, of Egypt, might more 
easily reach the river. Strabo seems not very clear as to 
the two distinct routes, one from the nearest point of the 
Red Sea (Kosseir), the other much longer, and intended to 
evade as far as possible Red Sea navigation.^ The king was 
led by disasters on the shoals, and amid the currents and 
storms of the Red Sea, such as the sinking of the elephant 

^ Strabo xvii. i, § 42 ivnvBiv iariv IcrOfibs els ipvOpiLi/ 
{dd\a<r(Tav) Kard irdXiv BepevlKTjVf d\Lfi€j/ov rj 5’ cmaipLg. toO Icdfiov 
KaTayuryds iviTrjdelovs Xiyerai d’ 6 <I»i\d 5 cX 0 os Trpwros 

(TTpaToiridtp refieiv t^p odbp ra&njPf Apvdpop od(rap, Kal KaraffKevdffaL 
(TTa^/uoiJs, . . . rois ifiirdpois {fdpedfiara Kal aUXia rocs Ka/nfiXois (the text 
is here corrupt, and is emended according to the necessary sense), toOto 
db irpa^ai 5 lA rb t^p ipvBpAp dbawXovp elpaif Kal /adXttrra rots iK roir 
fjLvxov TrXuL^o/Ji^Pois. i<l)dP7j db ttoXi) t6 Kal pvp b 

*lpdiKbs (f>bpTo% fiiras k.t.X. bs KoTrbp (piperai, A de^k^^c inscription 
first published in vol. i. of the Revue archSol, by I’Hote, and afterwards 
more correctly in Lepsius Denkmdler (vi. plate 69), is interpreted by 
Krall to be the dedication of statues of Philadelphus and of Arsinoe by 
an Egyptian named Psiamon, in the twenty-sixth year of the king’s 
reign. This is I believe the only epigraphic evidence of the king’s 
engineering of the road, cf. Krall Sttidien ii. p. 33. 
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transport mentioned in the Petrie Papyri/ to secure for 
himself a second route to Arabia and India. Is it not 
strange that at the present moment the English power in 
^gypt is preparing the very same duplication of routes to 
*rovi<^ie against any disaster to the Suez Canal by a rail- 
way irom Keneh to Kosseir? 

There are not wanting in Ptolemaic and Roman times 
evidences of the importance of this route. On a stele at 
Alexandria 2 there is a record in the year 51 of the ninth 
Ptolemy how Soterichos of Gortyn, sent by the strategus of 
the Thebais for the collecting of precious stone, and to afford 
safety for those that carried valuable cargoes across the 
desert at Koptos, offers a dedication to Pan the god of 
successful voyages and the other gods. And again from 
HadrianJe time we have a record upon a stone in the 
Gizeh Museum found on the site of Antinoopolis, • how 
that emperor cut a new ‘ Hadrian road ’ from Berenike to 
his new foundation of Antinoopolis through level and safe 
places along the Rea Sea, and disposed along it ample 
watering-places, stations, and guards.^ 

§ 119. On the other side of his kingdom Philadelphus 
took similar care to make the entrance to his great harbour 
safe and easy. By his orders Sostratos the Knidian built 
the great Pharos, dedicated to the Saving Gods (the king^s 
parents), which has given its type and name to all the 
lighthouses in the world. ^ 

' ^ ii. p. [135]. No. 2461 in the Catalogue of 1893. 

•'* avTOKparcop jjfiLcrap Adpiavos (I omit a series of titles) odov KMvriu 
Adpiaprjp arroSi^viKrjs eis Avtivoov dia roirtav a(r<l>a\(t)v Kai ofiaXuJv rrapa 
T7IV ipvdpav Oa\a<T<ro.v \)bpevp.aai.v atpdovois km araOpots km ^povpiois 
dieiXrjppepTiP erepep erovs KA <f>ap€P(a6 A. 

^ The epigram of Posidippus found a few years ago on a papyrus of 
the second century B.c. is worth quoting ; — 

cr(iiT7]pa ^apov ffKowoPf w apa UpureVf 
^uffTparos €(TT7\(T€P A€^i<l>apovs Kpidios 
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In the most recent and perhaps the most brilliant sketch 
of these times — that of Holm — this king as well as his 
successors are set down as mere men of pleasure, if 
not bloodthirsty miscreants, who did no service to Egypt 
or to the world except by accident, and in pursuit of 
purely selfish or passionate pleasure. That the kings 
of that day were men of pleasure is clear enough ; that 
they were also enlightened men, to whom the civilisa- 
tion of their kingdoms was no less distinctly an object 
than material wealth, is so plainly shown by the facts, that 
it requires a man of theory to avoid seeing it. There are 
indeed few kings, Hellenistic or other, who have left more 
enduring evidences of useful administration to posterity 
than the second Ptolemy. But we must resume our history. 

§ 120. We know very little inejeed about the later 
years of Magas, which seem to have been peaceable 
enough, after his quarrel with Philadelphus had been 
settled. Nor is even the chronology of his fifty years^ 
reign very certain.^ It was either in direct connexion 
with the now mysterious and unintelligible second Syrian 
war, or in prosecution of the general policy which governed 

ov yap €P AiyvTTTui (tkowol ov piov oi em vr)(ru)p 
aWa x^/Aai *'ctuXoxos e/creTarai, 

Tov x^P^^ evdeiav re xai opOiap aiOepa repipuv 
TTvpyos o5’ airXoTwi' ^aiper airo araduop 
Tj/aaTi, irappvxf-os de $€(ap <rvp KVfiari pavrrjs 
0\l/€TaL €K K0pv4>V^ "^^P P-^yO. KaiOp.€POP 
/cat K€P avTov dpap .01 Tavpos Kcpas ov5 ap apaproi 
crujT7]p0Sj llptarevy Ztjpos o rr/Xe ttXcw*'. 

I give the text as established by Bergk and Blass 35 ot" the 

Rhein, Mnseum. The name Pharos was old. Thucydides speaks 
(i. 104) of Inaros beginning his insurrection from Marea above the city 
Pharos (459 b.c.) 

^ Gercke [Alex. Studien in Rh. Mm. for 1887, p. 266) thinks that he 
cannot have died till shortly before Philadelphus, not earlier than 251, 
so that the affair of Demetrius and the marriage of Berenike would all 
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all the rival Hellenistic kingdoms — to keep their neighbours 
occupied with domestic disturbances — that Antigonus of 
Macedon, when Magas was dead, sent his own half-brother 
Demetrius the Fair^ as an aspirant to the throne of 
Cyrent, to charm by his presence the heart of Berenike, 
the growing child of Magas, who had been betrothed to 
the prince of Egypt. The plot showed a fair chance 
of success, had not the charms of Demetrius proved too 
strong for the queen-mother of Cyrene, the Syrian Apama. 
We are told thdt the young princess discovered the 
intrigue, and with a courage beyond her sex and her years 
had Demetrius put to death in her mother’s chamber, and 
hastened her own marriage to the son of Philadelphus. 

Our authorities upon this transaction are singularly 
untrustworthy. Eusebius‘S says that Demetrius had 
already obtained royal power over all Libya and Cyrene ; 
we have a highly rhetorical passage in Justin^ on the 
catastrophe ; we have the encomium of Theocritus on 
Philadelphus, in which Droysen seeks to discover several 
allusions to it, and Catullus* translation of the hymn (Co7na 
Berenices) which the court-poet Callimachus wrote in honour 
of the rising queen. Such evidence is very unsatisfactory to 

be crowded inside two years, and this agrees with the first view of the 
facts we take, for a delay of nine years between the death of Magas and 
the marriage of Berenike seems strange. Nevertheless Vahlen, in his 
discussion of the Coma Berenices^ as we have it in Catullus, holds fast 
to the older view that Magas reigned 308-258 B.c., while it is certain 
that Berenike was a bridt in 247 B.c. If then the poet says he knew 
her pluck {roij^yS youth, she was a mere child, say six or seven years 
old, when Demetrius came to Cyrene ; had she been older, why was 
her marriage with the crown prince of Egypt delayed for nine years ? 

^ Justin (xxvi. 3), who calls the widow of Magas Arsinoe, says that 
she sent for Demetrius, in order to break off the Egyptian marriage of 
her daughter, which had been forced upon her. 

® j 4 rm. vi. p. 237. ^ xxvi. 3. 
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the historian. It has been inferred that the crisis in Cyrene 
took place about 250 b.c., and that the princess Berenike 
was then not fourteen years old, as she would not other- 
wise have delayed her marriage, and according to Calli- 
machus she was the bride of Ptolemy in 247 b.c., tBe year 
of Philadelphus’ death. ^ 

§ 1 2 1. Almost contemporary with this attempt of 
Antigonus to unsettle the relations of Egypt and Cyrene, 
came the momentous freeing of Greek cities from their 
tyrants, begun by the murder of the respectable and able 
Aristodemus of Megalopolis by two philosophicf enthu- 
siasts, the pupils of Arcesilaus. One of them, Ekdemos, 
was the confidant of Aratus, whose liberation of his native 
Sikyon is the most picturesque page in all Plutarch’s very 
picturesque writings. But this Aratps was no philosophic 
theorist; he was a rich young man (though an exile at 
Argos), an athlete and a judge of pictures, who loved 
royal courts on a large scale, and was the great friend of 
both Antigonus and Ptolemy. 

He wished, however, to be restored to his native Sikyon, 
and Plutarch says he sought this end through the influence 
of Antigonus or of Ptolemy. Antigonus made him pro- 
mises — of course he did, he was a hereditary guest- 
friend ; but he took care not to fulfil them ; for restoring 
Aratus meant upsetting the reigning tyrant of Sikyon, and 
we know it was the policy of Antigonus rather to plant 
tyrants than to root them up. He could manage a single 
ruler far more easily than a turbulent popul^^r^ssembly. 

^ It is worth noticing that the language of this hymn, as well as the 
solitary anecdote told above of Arsinoe Philadelphus (§ 100), indicate 
a sort of familiarity between the Ptolemies and their subjects quite 
foreign to old Egyptian or Oriental etiquette. This is a Hellenistic 
feature, coming down by tradition from the Macedonian and military 
habits of Alexander’s household and court. Cf. Add, Note p. 491. 
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Ptolemy^s tardiness may be accounted for quite as 
easily. He was never a man to play a bold game; he 
found it safer to watch events, and spend his money to 
aid success already partly assured. If the overthrow of 
a tyrant was set before him as a desirable object, his 
sympathies were probably against it, nor would he favour 
democracies even for the purpose of weakening rival 
kings. We may be sure that he told Aratus he would 
give him ample help as soon as he had struck the blow, 
and shown that there was something in the game. There- 
fore although Aratus pretended in his Memoirs that he 
undertook the liberation of his city quite independently, 
subsequent events show that he had a distinct prospect 
of subsidies from Philadelphus. For he had courted the 
king^s favour long since by ‘ picking up ’ paintings for him 
in Greece, especially " those of the fashionable Pamphilos 
and Melanthos, and sending them to Egypt. Aratus 
professed to be a judge and a critic, but the anecdote 
which Plutarch adds about his long hesitation whether he 
could tolerate in the liberated Sikyon a portrait of Ari- 
stratos, a long -departed tyrant, standing by his chariot, 
though it was partly the work of Apelles, shows what he 
knew about art. He, as a great concession, allowed the 
chariot and horses to remain, with the figure painted out, 
and a palm tree replacing it. Under the chariot, the 
tyrant’s feet were left by mistake 1 ^ How generally un- 
scrupulous Aratus and his friends were appears from his 
hiring men, from bandit chiefs who roamed the country, 
and moredfel'^passing off his preparations as intended for 
a raid to steal mares from the royal domains at Sikyon ^ — 
I presume those owned or rented by Antigonus. 

^ These anecdotes show how Alexandria collected its art-treasures. 

^ Plutarch Aratus 6, 13. 
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§ 12 2. No sooner had Aratus succeeded, and persuaded 
his city to join the Achaean League, than Philadelphus 
sent him a present of twenty-five talents, which he applied 
to public purposes at Sikyon, thus strengthening his position, 
and founding his popularity. But then came tho great 
difficulty of providing for the restored exiles, some of whom 
had been many years dispossessed, and of disturbing the 
owners who had taken up the vacant houses or lands by 
purchase. We are most fortunate in having an ancient 
instance of this perpetually recurring difficulty brought 
before us, with its solution, in the life of Aratus. We have 
had the same sort of thing discussed recently in the 
British Parliament under the title of the Irish Evicted 
Tenants Restitution Bill. 

In Aratus’ case at Sikyon it was settled in the only way 
it ever can be honestly settled, by finding a large foreign 
fund of money wherewith to pay off the actual owners, 
or bribe off the claims of the old ones.^ But Aratus 
was obliged to set sail for Egypt himself, now a dangerous 
expedition, seeing that Ptolemy no longer swayed the sea. 
A storm drove him to Andros, where he narrowly escaped 
the Macedonian Governor, who seems to have had orders to 
arrest him. Then he has the luck to find a Roman ship, 
therefore neutral, going to Syria, which lands him on the 
coast of Caria, which we may therefore assume was now 
(250 B.c.) Egyptian. At last he reaches Alexandria, and 
obtains 150 talents as a royal gift, of which he brings home 
forty himself, while the rest follows. ^ 

^ The facts are well stated by Cicero de off, ii. 24. ^ 

^ I do not understand Plutarch’s words (c. 13 sub fin.) rh. 5 ^ 
\oiirh. SieXCijp els ddaeis 6 ^aaiXebs liarepov Kark fiipos aireiTTeiKeVy for it 
was all a gift. Either this must be the medical meaning of d 6 <ris, 
our dos^y or it may be els S' SbcreiSy into four donations, one S having 
dropped out. 
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§ 123. Aratus must have found the king aged and failing, 
and very probably did not form a favourable judgment of 
any future chances of Egyptian money, for he began to make 
overtures to Antigonus Gonatas, so much so that he was in 
danger of falling between two stools, as the flatterers of each 
king hastened to proclaim the waverings in the loyalty of 
Aratus. On this point Plutarch quotes a curious remark of 
Antigonus, made, he says, with a view of discrediting the 
Sikyonian hero.^ ‘ I thought this youth was merely frank in 
spirit, and patriotic, but now he seems to me a competent 
critic of the lives and affairs of kings. For formerly he 
despised me, looking abroad in his hopes, through admira- 
tion of the Egyptian wealth, hearing of elephants and 
processions and palaces ; but now having seen behind the 
curtain that the whole business there is tragic pomp and 
scenic effect, he has (?3me over body and bones to us. I 
accept the youth and am minded to make him generally 
useful, and desire you to consider him a friend.’ This was 
said at a feast held in Corinth. 

The position therefore of the rival sovrans in general 
was clear enough. In each kingdom it was the Greek 
spirit of independence, perhaps of mere turbulence, which 
neighbouring kings utilised. While Ptolemy is manoeuvring 
to loosen the hold of Macedonia upon the cities of Hellas, 
Antigonus is manoeuvring to loosen the hold of Egypt on 
Cyrenc, its only purely Greek dependency. And we may 
assume that both powers attempted a similar policy with 
Syria, and were met by counter-moves of the same kind. 
Indeed th^ Sfi-ian Queen of Magas is directly credited 
with the disturbance at Cyrene. 

But all this generation of the Diadochi were noW growing 
old and passing from the stage. Ptolemy died in 247 n.c., 
* Arattts c. 15. 
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his neighbour Antiochus Theos, evidently a broken-down 
though not an elderly man, being poisoned in the same 
year by Laodike.^ Antigonus Gonatas lasted till 239 b.c. 
but was already over seventy, and fully occupied with the 
complicated interests of the Leagues, the cities, the tyrants 
in Greece. 

It was the crisis in the royal house of Syria that 
stirred up the eastern world, and gave rise to a series of 
events of vast importance in the history of the Ptolemies. 

^ Clinton sets down his whole life at forty years. But there are 
reports that he was a drunkard (Athenaeus x. p. 438, and Aelian 
41), and so may have aged prematurely. Upon his character, 
cf. Droysen iii. 310. 



COIN OF PTOLEMY II. AND ARSINOE PHILADELPHUS 

(on the reverse the gods Soteres). 


CHAPTER VI 


ptolp:my III. (euergetes), king 247-222 ac. 

o 

§ 124. When Ptolemy III. succeeded to the throne, 
at his father’s death, he was a man in the prime of 
.Jife, probably between thirty- three 
and thirty-six years of age, so that 
we are surprised not tb hear of any 
earlier marriage than that with* the 
youthful Berenike, which took place 
close to the time of his accession. 

He had long been associated^ in 
public acts with his father’s name, 
and in the years immediately preced- 
ing his accession may have managed 
a considerable part of the royal 
administration by controlling the 
affairs of Cyrenc. But strange to 
say, I am not aware that we hear one trait of his 
character during all his youth at the most public court 
in the world* 'fhe statement that he was called Tryphon ^ is 
no evidence whatever of luxurious habits. Even upon his 
love affairs, if he had any, the poets and epigrammatists 

^ Assuming that Arsinoe II. had no child by Philadelphus. 

® Eusebius Armen, i. p. 251, whose evidence I here disbelieve. 

O 
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are silent ; he never seems to have commanded armies or 
fleets for his father, beyond perhaps proceeding on the part 
of Egypt to occupy Cyrene as king after the murder of 
Demetrius the Fair. What was he doing during the first 
thirty years of his life ? Can we imagine that the activity 
he showed immediately upon his accession to power was 
the outburst of his pent-up energy, and that hitherto he had 
been compelled to do nothing ? Yet in all the gossip about 
Philadelphus’ court, and there is not a little surviving — in 
the panegyrics upon his father, in the anecdotes of the 
learned in the Museum and Library, there is a strange 
silence concerning him. 

This will give the reader some idea of the scantiness of 
our miserable sources when we attempt to write a human 
history of Egypt, and draw a living picture of the men who 
swayed this wealthy kingdom so long. This third king is 
perhaps the most enigmatic figure in all the series. He 
shows strange fits of activity and sloth, of greatness and 
insignificance. He dies at no advanced age, and yet his 
vigour is gone, and he seems like an old and worn-out 
man. How shall we account for all these anomalies? 
When shall we unearth some anecdotist in that age of 
anecdotes, who will give some life and colour to this 
shadowy outline, as unmeaning as the representations of 
him which we see on his Egyptian temples ? The very last 
and newest fragment upon his great war does not tell us one 
word about the king himself, or what personal part he took 
in a campaign that was only exceeded in importance by 
those of Alexander. Of all the Ptolemies hfc is the only great 
conqueror, and yet at the moment of victory he seems to sur- 
render his conquests, and abandon the fruits of all his labour. 

§ 125. I can only suggest two considerations, mutually 
consistent, to account for this strange silence concerning 
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the early life of the third Ptolemy. We know that he was 
nominally regent with his father. That fact the Petrie 
and Revenue Papyri have shown us in plain Greek. ^ 
But at the same time the persistent mention of his step- 
mother in every public act, her great importance in the 
state, .siiow that she asserted to the utmost her rights as 
queen. The young prince may have been regarded by 
her with some jealousy, so that he, and his father also, 
may have thought it both safe for his life, and for the 
peace of the house, to keep him away from Alexandra. 
The Adulitan inscription comes to our help, for it speaks 
of the Aethiopic and Trogodyte elephants which he and 
iiis father had procured there, as accompanying him in 
his first campaign into Asia. He may have been occupied 
in these adventure? during Philadelphus’ life, after he was 
grown to tnan’s estate.* It was an old tradition with the 

^ Cf. on this question Krall Studien ii. 23, who states and criticises the 
theory of Revillout, and the refutation of it by Wiedemann, as to the 
import of the formula /SactXeuoi'Tos IItoX. tov llroX. Kai rov viov IlroX. 
It certainly refers to I’tolemy II. and his son, and occurs in demotic 
papyri of his years 19, 21, 24, besides its occurrence in Greek {Petrie 
Papyri ii. xxvi. and in the Revenue Papyrus) in 27. Strange to say it 
occurs twice in the latter document, in one case corrected into /9a<rtX. IlroX. 
TOV aujTTjpoSi or rov IlroX. (rwri/pos, and this latter is the only one found 
in the Petrie Papyri of years 33 and 36. We also know that from the 
year 25 onward, the Phoenician cities under the influence of Egypt coined 
with the head of Ptolemy I. and his title (rurrrjp. Thus it would seem 
that about the year 27 the former formula was replaced by the latter. 
The earlier occurrence (demotic) of Ptolemy and his son Ptolemy is 
understood by Krall and Wilcken to refer to an otherwise unknown son 
of Ptolemy and Arsjjioe IL , and that it was only some years after his death 
that Euergetes*was^ associated. But this, a pure hypothesis, does not 
account for the change so late in Philadelphus’ reign, when Euergetes 
was older and more clearly the heir. I hold that this rov viov IlroX. 
always means Euergetes, and account for its disappearance from the 
formula by his mission to Cyrene, where he became king for nine years. 
Hence he omits it (below, p. 199, note 3) from his inheritances. 
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Pharaohs that the heir-apparent should be prince of Kush ; 
this may even have suggested a practical resumption of the 
title, though 1 can show no epigraphic support for it. 
‘ The generals whom Philadelphus sent ’ to far Acthiopia 
are often named, never the royal prince. I take this to refer 
to the first explorations. The very fact of the marble throne 
and inscription being found at Adulc indicates that the new 
king had some special interest in that remote province. 

§ 1 26. The events of his opening reign, so far as we know 
them, are as follows : whether Philadelphus lived long enough 
to hear of the murder of his daughter, the young, Queen of 
Syria, is uncertain. The first act of the new reign, was that 
Ptolemy III., recently married to the Cyrencan Berenike,^ 
started in great haste, possibly to save his sister’s life — for she 
seems to have been besieged in her palace at Daphne for some 
short time — at all events, to avenge Her death, and restore the 
Egyptian influence in Syria. It was on this occasion that 
his bride dedicated the lock of hair which has been im- 
mortalised in the Omia Berenices of our heavens.^ The elder 
Syrian queen, Laodike, who was either the sister of Antiochus 
II., her husband, whom she had just murdered, or the sister 
of Achacus a grandee in Asia Minor, ^ had evidently her 
stronghold at Sardis, or at Ephesus. Having obtained the 
murder of her rival by means of her own adherents in 
Antioch, she of course proclaimed her elder son Seleukos, 

^ Cf. Addit, Note p. 491. 

^ Cf. Catullus’ well-known poem and the Comm, for the details. A 
courtier, however, might call her a bride long after her marriage. 

^ This question has been much discussed. Cf. th^ inscription in which 
the king speaks of her as his ‘ sister ’ in BCH 1885, p. 326, and the 
commentary there of MM. Paris and Holleaux. A priestess is mentioned 
in that text called Berenike, daughter of Ptolemy son of Lysimachus, 
and said to be the king’s a-vyyev'i^s. But perhaps this too was but a title. 
I incline to think that Laodike was sister of Achaeus, and not of the 
king. Cf. C. Muller’s note, FBG iii. 707. 
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now a growing lad, king, and was preparing to return from 
Ephesos with an armament, to place him on the throne 
of Antioch.^ But an Egyptian fleet intervened, occupied 
the Cilician cities, secured the passes, and ultimately 
sailed for Seleukeia on the Orontes, the port of Antioch, 
where Ine adherents of the Egyptian queen had meanwhile 
overcome their at first successful opponents, and were 
able to open both the great harbour fortress of Seleukeia, 
and the gates of Antioch, to the invading Egyptians. 
The king seems not to have taken part in this campaign, 
but must have led his army by land through Palestine, so 
as to reinforce his fleet, and secure its successes. The 
prompt action of the fleet had cut off Laodike and her 
adherents from the Syrian capital, and her delay in 
advancing from Ephesos seems to have been caused by 
loss of time in gathering treasure from the hill fortresses in 
Caria and Cilicia (where the Syrian kings were wont to 
keep reserve funds for war), and in organising with this 
money an adequate army. 

§ 127. These opening events in the great campaign 
called the Third Syrian War have only quite recently come 
to light from fragments of a report by a soldier in the 
fleet, found among the Petrie Papyri. They tell us how 
the king of Egypt got the capital of his enemies into 
his hands, apparently without a struggle. Concerning the 
interpretation of the fragments, there is but one great 
difeculty, which is that all the place-names occurring in it 
are to be foun^not only in Syria, but in Cilicia. There 
was an Antioch, a Seleukeia, even a fort Poseidion in each. 
Thus the stupid Hellenistic habit of repeating a few names 

^ Cf. all the details and citations in Droysen iii. 378. According 
to Justin the young king was proclaimed at Antioch, and it was he that 
ordered the murder of his stepmother. 
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everywhere, as if their imagination was unable to compass 
a larger variety, has left us in some doubt whether the 
whole of this campaign, so far as the fragments go, may 
not have taken place on the Cilician coast. But the 
balance of opinion, to which I subscribe, is in favour of 
the interpretation I have given.^ 

The abstract in Justin, ^ though vague and inaccurate, 
points to some of the facts in this contemporary record, 
when he says that many states (does he mean satrapies 
or free Greek towns?) being outraged at the cruelty of 
Bcrenike’s murder, declared for Ptolemy. The Sinecdotes 
told of the murders perpetrated by Laodike at Ephesus 
corroborate the report of her harsh character.^ 

Meanwhile she was powerless, while the King of Egypt 
took possession of the capital, and advancecj into the 

^ Cf. Petrie Papyri ii. xlv. with the autotype plates of the text 
printed in the appendix of 1894. Von Wilamowitz-Mdllendorff has 
pointed out to me, in connexion with the new sketch-map of the Cilician 
coast published by Heberden (Vienna, 1890) that all the facts can fit 
themselves to the places in this district. U. Kohler (Berlin Sitzber, 
for 1894), in a very able and learned article, has corrected some of my 
mistakes, and got over the difficulty which I felt, that the Syrian 
Poseidion was out of the direct line from Cilicia to Antioch (it lies two 
hours’ sail south of the mouth of the Orontes) by assuming that the 
writer was the admiral commanding the main fleet at Salamis in Cyprus, 
and that upon news of the successes at Soli and probably Tarsus, he 
set sail with the main fleet, stopping at Poseidion, in order to run into 
Seleukeia on the Orontes by daylight. U. Wilcken agrees that the fl^et 
started not from Cilicia, but from Cyprus, and that there is a break in the 
middle of the narrative. The real obstacle in the way of the prevailing 
interpretation is that it requires two Seleukeias, thjfi'ln CJlicia, and that 
in Syria to be mentioned, without further specification. Even among 
people who habitually used ambiguous names, this seems not a little 
remarkable, and is the mainstay of Wilamowitz’ view. The text can 
now he read in Kohler’s article as well as in my original publication. 

® xxvii. I. 

* Athenaeus xiii. p. 593. 
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eastern provinces, occupying Babylon, and even Persia and 
Susiana, as far as the new kingdom of Bactria. 

§ 128. Unfortunately the limits of his conquests are 
only known to us from the panegyrical inscription found in 
the fifth century by the monk Cosmas (Indicopleustes) on 
a marble throne at Adule, far down the African coast of 
the Red Sea. The monk copied what he saw faithfully — 
that we can tell at once from the formulae, the style, the 
tenor of the document ^ — but did the composers of it show 
the same fidelity ? 

In th. first place the pedigree of the king from the 
Greek gods is set down, as it was under his successor by 
Satyrus,2 and then his conquests are enumerated. We may 
feel somewhat more confidence in an official Greek enumera- 
tion than if it had been in hieroglyphics, as a mere senseless 
copying of earlier texts* would hardly have been permitted 
by the Macedonian officials, who could read and understand 
it. Nor have we any proof that direct falsehoods have 
been told in it.^ Nay, rather, we have direct confirmation 

^ There were really two, which Cosmas thought were parts of the 
same text, whereas the latter passage, in the first person, is from a 
different king, and probably of much later date. It is in this portion 
that the year 27 is mentioned, which long puzzled historians as regards 
the reign of Euergetes, which certainly did not exceed twenty- five years. 
But the date does not concern Euergetes, as is made clear by the 
Commentary in Boeckh’s CIG iii. 5127. 

2 Muller FHG iii. 165. 

® The text of the inscription is as follows {CIG 5127) : — 

BatriXcus /tc 7 as IlToXe^atos, uios ^acriXeus Hr. xat /SacriXi^o^s Apo’W'oiys, 
6€(t)y aj^eXfpup, Ttov^atXetop Ilr. kou fiaaiXurtrijs BepepiKTjs^ Betpp ^uyntjptaPf 
airoyopos ra pkp awo rrarpos Hpa/cXcovs rov Atos, ra 5e avo fjLrjrpos Aiopvaov 
rov AioSf irapa\al3(OP vapa rov irarpos ttjp paaCKeiap Atyuirrou /cat 
/cat Zuptas Kai ^oipiici^s /cat Kvwpov /cat Ai/xtas /cat Kaptas xat tup KvKXaSup 
PTicup e^effTparevorep cts Trjp Acrtav /ucra dvpaficup ireft/cw/' Kai iwikup /cat 
pavTiKov crroXou /cat eXeipaPTUP TpiayXodvriKUP /cat AidioviKUP ovs 0 
T€ Trariyp avrov /cat auros rrpuros e/c tup xupup tovtup €$rfp€V<rcLP /cat - 
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from S. Jerome’s very capable Commentary on Daniel (xi. 8), 
in tantum ut Syriam caperet et Ciliciam^ superioresque partes 
trans Euphratem^ et propemodum universam Asiam, cumque 
audisset in Aegypto sediHonem moveri^ diripiens regnum Seleuci 
40,000 ialenta argenti etc, et simulacra deorufn 2,500 tulit, 
Lepsius ^ cites from Rosellini the list of conquered nations, 
which that scholar saw and copied on the (now destroyed) 
small temple of Esneh, and among them Persians, Susians, 
Thracians, and Macedonians are enumerated. So all our 
evidence seems too consistent to be false. Yet what we 
desire to know is not what Euergetes conquered, .but what 
he refrained from conquering, and what he ceded to 
the young Seleukos. We should have expected that an 
Egyptian aggressor would rather turn westwards from 
Antioch, as the inscription declares, and lay hold of Asia 
Minor, than turn, as I believe he did, eastward, and 
occupy the trans-Euphratesian provinces, far from the sea, 
and difficult of access for his government. Here we are 
told he left as satrap of Persia Xanthippus, apparently the 
famous mercenary general who had just defeated Rcgulus 
and his victorious Roman army at Carthage.^ 


Karayayovres ets Aiywrov KareaKevaaav wpos T7 }v iroXefxiKTju xpeiai/. 
Kupievtras Se rrfs re euroi 'Ev^parov TracrTjs Kai KiXiKias Kai 

UafKpvXias Kai liopias Kai rov EWrjawoyTov Kai OpaiKTjs Kai rtav dvva/meup 
Tiav €v rats ravrais Taaiav Kai eTiCipavTiav IvdiKWV Kai rous piovapxovs 

Tovs ev Tois TOTTOis TTavTas VTTTJKOOVS KaTaaTTjora^ die^Tf rov Ev(f>paTTiv 
Torapiov, Kai Yriv Meo'OTrorajutai' Kai Ba^iiXwviav Kai 'homiavqv Kai Hep&ida 
Kai MrjSiav Kai rriv Xonrrjv iracrap ews EaKrpiaprjs v<p eavTui TroiTjaapiePos 
Kai apa^r}Tr}<ras oaa vwo twp llepawp lepa ki^virrov c^rix^V 
apaKopiiaas p-era rr/s aX\‘i;s ya^rjs tt/s airo twp tottup eis AiyVTTOP dvpap^is 
aireffTeiX^v dia t(ji)p opvxOePTiap Torapiap. Here it breaks off. ' 

^ Dekret von Kanopus p. 5. 

® S. Jerome ad Dan. xi. 8, and Droysen’s note, iii. (i) 384. Jerome 
constantly cites Porphyry as his authority, but consulted many others 
{^Pref. in Dan. sub fin . ) 
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I suppose the solution is to be found in the attitude of 
Rhodes and the Greek cities of Asia Minor, for whom the 
only practical foreign policy was to preserve the balance 
of power between the great kingdoms. We may assume 
that they all promised him sympathy and aid if he would 
conqu* i in the East ; opposition if he attempted to add 
Asia Minor to his kingdom. Indeed we hear that even 
so when he came to attack Ephesus, the Rhodians fought 
against him.^ We now know from a Samothracian inscription 
published by Kern,^ that in accordance with the statements 
of Pluta^'ch and Teles, a Spartan grandee, Hippomedon, 
son of Agesilaos, escaped with difficulty from the fate of 
the revolutionary leaders, and took his father with him to 
Egypt. Teles mentions him in his tract on Exile^ as being 
one of the fugitives, like Chremonidcs, who had been 
promotec! to honour *by King Ptolemy — Hippomedon by 
being appointed military governor of Thrace. He earned 
the gratitude of the Samothracians by honouring their 
mysteries, by paying up arrears due to local troops, by 
restoring and completing the fortifications on the island, 
which were necessary owing to the attacks of pirates. 

§ 129. Historians have not brought the alleged victory 
at Andros, placed in 247 b.c., into close enough connexion 
with this matter.^ If by this victory Euergetes (or his father) 
crushed the naval power of Antigonus in the Aegean, and 
recovered the presidency of the island confederation, it was 

^ Teles in Stob. Flor, ii. p. 72. 

2 Mitth, for p. 348, revised and improved by Frankel ibid, for 
1894, p. 133. Here are the most important parts of this text ; eireidri 
ImrofJLedup] Ayij<n\aov AaK€dai[fiovios o KaracTaOeis vtto r]ov ^acriXecji 
TlroXeixaiov cr[Tp\aT[riyos rov E\]X77<3r7roi'roi/ Kai tuv ctl OpaiKris TOirtau 
6[i;a'ejSw]s diaKcifievos irpos rovs ffeovs, etc., etc. aKo]\ov0a Tparruv rrji 
Tov j 3 a<riXews atpeo-et, etc. Honours are granted by the civic authorities 
to him, and sacrifices for the king and queen. • * Above, § 93. 
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Still more pressing for the lesser powers — Rhodes, Perga- 
mum, Byzantium, and the Pontic cities, to act vigorously on 
behalf of the Syrian heirs to the throne, and prevent the 
Levant from becoming an Egyptian lake.^ On the other 
hand the presence of a strong Egyptian army in the East 
would put a limit to the invasion of oriental forces, which 
were now seriously limiting Hellenism in the far East. It 
is true indeed that the Bactrian kingdom was professedly 
Greek, that even the Arsacids came to adopt Hellenistic 
fashions, but all historians have justly regarded the rise of 
the latter Empire as a reaction of the East agapinst the 
conquering West. 

These may have been the circumstances which set 
the Greeks of Asia Minor against Egyptian supremacy 
in the Aegean, and in favour of its extension to the East. 
Ptolemy seems to have left Xanthippus to do as he pleased 
in the far East ; he seems to have given the control of 
Cilicia to one Antiochus, probably no other than Hierax, 
the younger brother of Seleukos, who presently endeavoured 
to oust his brother from the succession, and waged a long 
war with him in Asia Minor. 

§ 130. The Syrian kingdom seemed hopelessly dislocated. 
Seleukos Kallinikos, though able to regain his kingdom so 
far as to found Kallinikon beyond the Euphrates in 242 b.c., 
naming it after his own title, and to add a new quarter 
to his capital, did nothing that we now know worthy 
of that name. He lived all his life in struggles with the 
Galatians, with his brother Hierax, anc^with Hellenic 
cities which humoured the various pretendants, so as to 

^ Cf. Droysen’s Hellenismtis iii. 419 sg. Thus the Telmessians 
(Lycia) thank a Ptolemy, son of Lysimachus, for reducing the heavy 
taxes charged by Ptolemy II. .when their city had been wasted with 
war. This man had apparently got the town in gift from the king. 
The date is Z.7 of Ptolemy III, Cf. BCH xiv. 162. 
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preserve for themselves a considerable amount of inde- 
pendence. Holm compares the Asia Minor of that day 
to the Germany of the Thirty Years’ War. Happily we 
have no need to tell of these vicissitudes, nor to add 
to thij various hypotheses by which learned men have 
endeav^oured to set in order our vague |nd sometimes 
absurd sources. 

As regards Greece, both Athens and the Achaean League 
preferred Ptolemy as a dominant ally to the nearer and 
therefore more dangerous king of Macedon, and accordingly 
Aratus, "fehortly after his capture of Corinth, appointed the 
Xing of Egypt Generalissimo of the Achaean League by 
land and sea.^ Thus the whole external condition of the 
Hellenistic world was eminently favourable to Egypt. The 
established alliance of Egypt with Rome made it of little 
importance that Seleukos sent there to ask for alliance and 
support, and that the Romans answered him in a Greek 
letter assuring him their alliance provided he left the cradle 
of their race — Ilium — in peace and independence.^ It 
must have afforded the Hellenistic world a moment’s 
amusement, perhaps a moment’s pride, but no more. 

§ 1 3 1. Nevertheless we are told (by Justin and by S. 
Jerome) that Ptolemy was recalled from Asia by domestic 
revolution. This strange and enigmatical statement has 
been referred by Droysen^ to the spiritual commotion 
excited by the theorists Eudemos and Ekphantides who 
had put down tyrants in Greece, and went to preach their 
inflammatory digctrinc at Cyrene. The passage which he 

^ Plutarch Aratus 24. 

^ Suetonius Claudius 25. On the other hand Eutropius iii. i says 
the Romans offered help to Ptolemy against Syria, which he did not 
accept as the war was over. This was finito hello Punico^ therefore 
about 240 or 239. But Eutropius calls the Syrian king Antiochus, 
which must be wrong. * iii. 402. 
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quotes from Polybius ^ only speaks of them as arranging the 
laws of that city. It seems to me certain that our authori- 
ties meant something quite different. They are pointing 
to the first of those home disturbances which marked the 
reigns of almost every Ptolemy who succeeded Euergetes. 
I suppose thatgthe priests were discovering the difference 
between a direct property in the taxes, and a subsidy from 
the king. The people also may have found the burdens 
of a foreign war very great, and producing no advantage. 
For we know that this king brought a number of prisoners 
home with him, to some of whom he gave farmps, or at 
least made them tenants, while the prisons seem occupied 
by others who cannot be malefactors^ from the home 
population. I think a careful study of the passage in the 
Canopus decree ^ referring to the sudden danger of a famine, 
arid the prompt measures taken by the king and queen to 
obviate it, will persuade the reader that this was also the 
moment of the domestic disturbance. Had there been a civil 
war, it is probable that there would have been some direct 
mention of it, as we find is the case in the very analogous 
Rosetta inscription. But there seems to have been a 
refusal to pay taxes, and a large remission of them by the 
king, in addition to the importation of corn from provinces 
which were under his control, though the corn was paid 
for. But mark the consequence : it is on account of 
this that the gods have given him ( 1 . 20) well-established 
monarchy. Probably the domestic complaint was that a 
king employed in foreign conquests did pot protect the 

^ 25* 3 ‘ 

® Cp. Pei. Pap. II. pp. [99, loi] : where they are called aixAtaXwTot from 
Asia, and one of them is concerned with the working of a farm. These 
papers come from the second and the fourth years of the king’s reign, 
in the former of which he was probably still absent at his wars. 

* Line 15. The text is subjoined in the Appendix to this chapter. 
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interests of his own land in a crisis, and so Ptolemy was 
urged to hurry back from Asia, and avert an impending 
revolution. These causes, and more generally the 
oppression of natives by Greeks, seem to have brought 
about some internal disturbance, of which we have no 
detaib though they not only recalled the king to his home, 
but probably affected many subsequent acts in his domestic 
policy. 

§ 132. The earliest great official (Greek) document, 
now hafipily recovered from the sand at Tanis, is the 
decree ^ f Canopus, passed by the synod of assembled 
priests in Canopus in the ninth year of this reign. The 
substantial benefits enumerated are the recovery of all the 
Egyptian gods (S. Jerome says 2500) carried away by the 
Persians as spoil ; the prompt averting of a famine 
threatened by a low Nile, and this by importing at great 
cost corn from Phoenicia, Cyprus and Cyrene; favours 
bestowed upon sacred animals, especially Apis and 
Mnevis, and upon the priests as well as the people of the 
country ; lastly, the maintenance of order and peace 
throughout the empire. An important reform in the 
calendar is also ordained. 

This decree, full of pompous phrases, and conferring 
formally upon the king and queen the title of Bene- 
factors, together with divine honours to their child 
Berenike, then suddenly deceased, appears to me more 
than formal praise.^ It is so far like the very similar 
Rosetta inscription — a treaty of peace between the 
nationalists anJ the Macedonian dynasty. There seems 

We notice that in the two earliest texts known of this king’s reign, 
the Adulitan inscription and the gold plaque found under the founda- 
tions of his temple to Sarapis and Isis at Canopus (C/G 4694}, he is not 
called Euergetes, because that title had not yet been conferred upon him. 
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to follow a distinct increase in the building of Egyptian 

temples, especially at Thebes, and certainly a diminution 

of offerings to temples throughout the Greek world. 

Pausanias, who saw so many statues and dedications of the 

first and second Ptolemies throughout Greece, does not 

mention a single statue, or benefaction of this king, and yet 

he was a king who ruled over the Aegean far more undis- 

putedly than his predecessors. We now know that the 

most splendid of all Ptolemaic temples, that of Edfu, 

was founded anew in the tenth year of the king, that 

is to say in the year following the decree of Canopus, 

. . ® 

and the inscription on the temple which gives us the 
chronicle of its gradual completion, tells us that the king 
went in person to this remote city in Upper Egypt, with 
great pomp, to lay the foundation. How perfectly this 

accords with the inferences I have drawn, need not be 
insisted upon.^ In fact the indigenous forces were 
beginning to react with their usual obstinacy upon the 
intruding Hellenism. The Egyptian calendar, at first set 
aside for the Macedonian, begins to assert itself — the 
Egyptian day and month being placed after the Mace- 
donian — and before the close of the king’s reign frequently 
supplants it. It is commonly said that the figure of this 

king on his great pylon at Thebes is in Hellenic, not 

Egyptian dress. It is really a mongrel costume between 
the two. His small temple at Esneh, destroyed by a local 
pasha in this century, contained, as Champollion and 
Rosellini report, a full account of his wars in purely 
Egyptian style. r 

§ 133. In Alexandria of course he is a Hellenistic 
king speaking Greek, and educating his son under the 

^ For the substance of the tldfu inscription cf. the second Appendix 
to this chapter. 
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best Greek tutors. At no time was the Museum more 
flourishing and famous. This forms the principal feature 
of the Alexandria of his day. It has been pointed 
out by SusemihP that if Philadelphus was zoologically, 
Philopator aesthetically disposed, the leading tastes of 
Euerg aes seem to have been for pure science. He 
deserves great credit for summoning the celebrated 
Eratosthenes from Athens, not only to be Chief Librarian, 
probably upon the death of Callimachus, but also to 
educate the crown prince. We still possess a dedication 
to the king, containing a practical solution of the problem 
of finding two mean proportionals between any two 
lines, which Eratosthenes set up in the temple of the 
Ptolemies (probably adjoining the Serna) with an epigram, 
of which Wilamowitz has recently established the genuine- 
ness.2 Compliments \o the king and prince are combined 
with the object of asserting for the savant an important 
discovery. We need not delay over the mathematical 
part, but the concluding lines are worth quoting from so 
famous an author : — 

€V(U(ov UroXcfiaU, irar^p on TraiSl a-vinj/Swv 
7rdv6 da-a kol Moinrai^, kol fiacriX^v(ri <^tAa 
iStoprjo-o)* o 5’ €S vo-repov, ovpdvie Zev, 

Kal a-Krpnpiiiv €k crijs dvnd(r€L€ 

Kal rd /xev ws rcAeotro’ \eyoL Se ns dvOepa Xcycro-uy 
Tov Kvprjvalov tovt E/oarocr^eveos, 

We indeed wish he had told us more, even in epigrams, 
of his scientific researches, which not only embraced 
astronomy, but««ven the foundation of physical geography. 
If at the king^s solicitation Sphaerus brought him 
Stoicism, Chremonides the newest tactics, Eratosthenes 
was his pioneer in more exact and therefore more 

^ i. p. 8. * Gottingen Nachrichten for 1894. 
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permanent science, and in constant personal intercourse 
with the great Archimedes who came from Syracuse to 
study at Alexandria. Dositheos, Konon, and others en- 
larged the sphere, and extended the applications, of pure 
mathematics. There were not wanting lesser features to 
the picture. A series of books of marvels, of which that of 
'Antigonus of Karystos is the least obscure, the treatise of 
Philo on the seven wonders of the world, and many 
epigrams date from this period. Even the desire of 
collecting old books became so widespread that people 
began the artificial dyeing and spoiling of manuscripts to 
ape antiquity and deceive the collectors. Every indication 
we have points to literary activity at Alexandria, and to the 
full maintenance of the glories both of the Museum and of 
the Library. 

§ 134. If such were the Hellenistic as;pccts of the 
king^s rule' in Egypt, the fortunate discovery at Tanis in 
1865 by Lepsius has recovered for us the official 
recognition of the king’s action in favour of the native 
population in a decree drawn up by the Synod of 
Canopus in the ninth year of his reign (238 n.c.) It seems 
to have been the custom to set up a decree of this kind 
in many temples throughout Egypt by way of a publication 
of the contents,^ and of this very text the demotic version 
has been found separately, so that there is some means 
of controlling our previous copy. At such a holy 
place, for example, as Philae, a great number of these 
documents must have been set up, and it is to be hoped 
that the examination of the whole site, recently ordered 
by the Egyptian Government and entrusted (1895) 

^ The same fashion prevailed in Greece, where in many decrees the 
various temples in which it shall be set up are specified, generally 
Delphi and Delos. Cf. for an example Dittenberger Sylloge No. 215. 
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competent hands of Captain Lyons, R.E., may result in 
fresh discoveries. Several fragments of other texts, set 
up on granite steles, will be quoted in the course of this 
work. 

’ § 135. The present text, which the reader will find in 

the appe ndix to the present chapter, has not been reprinted 
as frequently as was to be expected. Coming too late for 
insertion in the CIG^ it was discussed in some periodicals 
at the time of the discovery — half of it given by Wescher 
in the Revue arcMologique — but I am not aware that it is 
accessible in a separate shape except in Lepsius* mono- 
graph with German translation, and with a copy of the hiero- 
glyphic text, an expensive folio published in 1866. It 
therefore needs no apology on my part that I should repro- 
duce in this book both the decree of Canopus and that of 
Memphis, known as the Rosetta stone — this too, though 
much commented on in the beginning of the century, 
now rather neglected. ' Yet they contain what may well 
be called first-hand information, which LTar the most 
important we possess on this period, and which has cleared 
up many points which the historians had omitted to explain. 

§ 136. With regard to the internal condition of the 
land, and in connexion with the alleged disturbances, it 
is well to turn to the strange batch of documents recently 
recovered from the coffins of Gurob, and learn what we 
can from their analysis. It has already been described how 
Ptolemy II. and Arsinoe Philadelphus increased the available 
land by engineering in the Fayyum, and how the papers 
of Cleon the CcJJfcmissioner of Works in the twenty-ninth 
and thirtieth years of that reign show him busily occupied 
in the constructing of dykes, economising of reservoirs, 
providing for new and wider irrigation. The documents 
dating from the days of Ptolemy Euergetes, as we are now 

p 
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entitled to call him, are not of the same character. 
They chance to be papers referring to the police regula- 
tions of the nome, complaints of individuals against injustice 
or assault, taxing accounts, and from the tenth year onward 
the disposition of properties by testament. 

The very dating of these wills of the tenth year is most 
interesting. The formula is precisely that of the Canopus 
decree, even to the very names of the eponymous priest 
and priestess — Apollo.nides, son of Moschion, and 
Menekrateia, daughter of Philammon — for these officials 
of the ninth year were reappointed, most exceptionally, 
for the tenth, owing apparently to the exaltation and 
variation of their functions as servants of the Benefactor 
gods. 

§ 137. The description, irarpodcv Kal TrarptSos, of the 
testators is most instructive. They are men from every 
corner of the Hellenistic world, and even from Cam- 
pania, Persia, Thrace, and Libya, who are settled with 
wife and family in this military colony. The grants of 
land seem to have been various not only in size but in 
tenure. We have the farms stated to be from 100 
arourae down to thirty. This latter seems to be an 
‘ infantry lot ’ as distinguished from a ‘ cavalry ’ lot. The 
term lot -owner (kXtjpovxos;) is only applied to a small 
number of persons, chiefly, though by no means exclusively, 
Macedonians, and all either officers of one of four 
hipparchies^ or raKTopta-Ooi, whatever that may mean, and 
often citizens of Alexandria, which seems to be indicated 
not only by the obvious 'AAc^avSpcv?, bu> by the name of 
one of the de?nes ’ Av^popdxeiosy ^tA.a8€A.<^€ios, etc. of that 
city.^ They also specify houses and property there in their 
wills. These people formed the aristocracy of the nome, 
^ This is Professor Wilcken’s suggestion. 
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and in one case at least we find a testator of this rank 
choosing for his witnesses men of the same rank. Besides 
these we have the class called rijs kiriyov^s (never hriyovoi) 
evidently important people, sometimes even Macedonians, 
but holding a title in contrast with that of deruch} 

§ 138. The impression produced on me by these facts 
is that these people ‘ of the Epigone ' were a second 
foundation in the Arsinoite nome, probably by Ptolemy 
Euergetes. They were Macedonian Greeks born in Egypt, 
the sons of settlers who had come from Hellenistic lands. 
They were distinctly not landholders in the sense that the 

^ In the extant specimens {d.PeL Pap. i. index vocc.\ rrjs ciriyovrji 
takes exactly the place in the description of a man that kXtjpovxos or 
cKarovTapovpos does, the latter of these two being merely a more dignified 
subdivision of the clcrurhs. We never find KXrjpovxos and tyjs eriyovris 
attached to the same name. Moreover the KXrjpovxos generally states his 
military rank, iXapxv^ etc. , the other never. The clearest example, how- 
ever, of an intended contrast is the preamble published in the Pet, Pap, ii. 
xxxviii ; irapa 2u<riov rov Swerov Kprjros Kai HpoxXetrou tov Boivov AttoX- 
XwviOLTOv Tuy dvo rrjs emyovrjs Kai SwmjStou MaKcdoyos rwv viro 0 uXeo 
X 0? (viz. TpiaKovrapovpov) KXrjpovxov (the two are seldom used together) 
TOV €VOS 7jfl(i)v 'ZuXTL^LOV KCKXrjpOVXVI^^f'OV TTCpL AvaifiaXldu TOV ApfflVOLTOV 
yofJLOv Kai fiepLKrdwKOTOs eis to Ly tov KXrjpov xara 5 uo fieprj 2 . Kai H., Kai 
avTov etc. avvyeiapyowros. The former evidence on this interesting 
question was gathered by G. Lumbroso Egitto etc., chap, ix., with 
his usual learning and acuteness. In the papyri under the seventh 
Ptolemy, the term KXrjpovxos is never applied to the Greek cavalry 
soldiers settled about Memphis, but KdToiKos, and apparently with the 
same contrast to the men r^s imyovijs. We shall revert to the IweTs 
KdToiKoi in due time. Diodorus (i. 32) speaks of settling the companions 
of the king in war on the best of the land as an old Egyptian habit. 
To these people, 1700 in number, says he, KaTekXrjpoi'fXVo € t^v dpla-rrjv 
TTjs xt&/5as, 6vu)s 'iKayds rrpoMovs Kai iirjh^vhs ivSeeis 6vt€s daKwai 
tA rrepl Toiis rroXipLovs. This makes these landholders active soldiers, 
as Wilcken thinks the KXrjpovxoi of the Fayyum were intended to be. 
I do not believe in a set of men mostly over sixty (as we know from their 
wills) being more than veterans, perhaps liable to keep horses for the 
state, and to be called out upon a great emergency. 
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older settlers were. All the vacant land may have been 
taken up. But they may have held crown land iv Scjpe^ 
an expression which occurs in the Revenue Papyrus, and 
in contrast to absolute ownership. 

I'hese upper classes, who, in some cases which we know, 
and probably in many more which we do not, imported 
wives from their old homes, were surrounded by sojourners 
(7rapc7rt8i]/i.ot), traders, among whom were certainly Jews and 
Samaritans, and by a vast body of natives, settled all 
through the sixty or seventy villages of the nome, of which 
Crocodilopolis and ‘Ptolemais at the harbour^ were the 
chief towns. In the latter was the /^ao-ikiK^ /caraAiJo-ts, the 
king^s lodge, when he visited the district,^ and also the prin- 
cipal bank of the province. The harbour, of course, means 
the widening of the canal so as to hold the shipping which 
came to and fro from Memphis, or down the Bahr Yusuf 
from Upper Egypt. Hence public proclamations were 
made at these two centres.^ The province was quite self- 
supporting, and was even required from its surplus to 
supply Memphis with oil.® 

Amid the various forms of farm industry was the breed- 
ing of horses, which may have been one of the conditions 
of holding land in gift.^ The state elephants on the other 
hand, if not in Alexandria, were kept at Memphis.® Travel- 
ling in carriages drawn by (from two to five) horses, under 

^ Preparations for a visit of Philadelphus probably in the thirtieth 
year of his reign (255 B.c.) are mentioned in surviving fragments {Pet. 
Pap. II. pp. [27, 43, 48-9]). The ^a<ri\iK^ KardXvais was apparently 
restored for his reception, which suggests that royal ^*sits to the Fayyum 
were not frequent. 

® Pet. Pap. II. p. [44]. 

* Revenue Pap. col. 72. 

* Cf. tTriroo-KOTTos, etc., mentiqned in the Petrie Papyri I. 42, and 

the curious list in ii. [115-7]. ® Op. cit. ii. [64]. 
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a contract with vetturini^ can be proved from the accounts 
sent in by these people. ^ There were high-roads, called the 
king’s way, but it is likely that this travelling in carriages 
was confined tcv government officials. While there are 
Egyptian civil servants who correspond concerning the 
control of local affairs in good Greek, there are donkey 
boys with Greek names who cannot write Greek and have 
their receipts drawn up by an amanuensis. ^ 

§ 139. What makes it certain that the Hellenistic 
settlers did not intermarry with native women, is the 
frequent occurrence in the wills of the formula ‘ I leave all 
that I have to my wife X., and nothing to anybody else, 
and I choose the king and queen and their children as 
my executors.’ It does not appear that the Kkrjpos was 
included jn such bequests ; it may have been entailed on 
the eldest son ; unfortunately we are without evidence on 
this point yet, but the policy of the Crown could not have 
been to enrich native women even with personal property 
in this free way. There is no appearance of any death- 
duties on these wills, nor could there well be, as there is 
in them no accurate statement or probate of the testator’s 
property, and as he makes his will while in good health, 
and probably long before his decease. 

But the Crown might well excuse a dead man his dues, 
when it taxed each item of his property during all his life. 
There are sixths and .tenths and twentieths in dozens of 
documents. Every field, and its produce, we might almost 
say every plant, ^was catalogued. Consequently the civil 
service, and the service of the new State religion, seem to 
absorb all other professions. How far the old supersti- 
tions prevailed, we cannot tell. There are t/ 3 to^oo-Kot and 
UpaKo/Soa-KOL mentioned, but seldom priests, and seldom 

^ Op. cit. II. XXV. * op . cit. II. pp. [72] sq(i. 
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any worship but that of the Ptolemies. The wills contain 
no religious imprecations ; the universal oath in contracts 
was now the royal oath, of which specimens are preserved.^ 
It adds Sarapis and Isis and all the other gods, as an 
appendix to the enumeration of the Ptolemies, past and 
present. 

One point justly astonished the students of previous 
Ptolemaic papyri. The wealth of honorific titles, such as First 
PTiends of the King, his Cousins, Chief of his Staff, A.D.C., 
or whatever we may translate the titles so freely bestowed 
on officials in the next century, are here wholly absent. One 
solitary occurrence of the title tt/o;(t(ra>/iaTo</)L'Aa^ on a small 
scrap is the only exception I have found, and that scrap may 
possibly belong to those very few documents of Ptolemy V.’s 
reign which were found in the coffin^, of Gurob ; but on this 
point our evidence fails us.‘^ Nor is the king addressed 
with any pomp. Very likely the simple and practical Soter, 

^ /V/. Papn II. xlvi. (a) and Wilcken’s Aktensliicke No. xi. 

“ In connexion with the troubles of P>piphanes, I had conjectured 
(below, § 182) that these titles may have been devised to gain popu- 
larity. But an original suggestion of Mr. J. E. Healy, a pupil 
attending my class, deserves careful mention. He asked whether the 
^ase might not be parallel to that of James I. in England, who invented 
and sold titles to raise money. Such a solution of the apparently 
sudden appearance of these titles is by no means improbable, and 
would give a new and telling point to the story about the death 
of Epiphanes (below, § 163) who when asked where he could find 
funds for a foreign war, answered that his wealth consisted in the 
number of his Friends. As the term ^IXoy, like crvyyev'i^Sj was purely 
ceremonial, and no doubt conferred upon the holder precedence at 
court and elsewhere, it is not at all unlikely that ^fie device of James I. 
found its prototype in that of Ptolemy Epiphanes. That the 01Xoi, etc., 
were limited in number, and so an aristocracy, appears to follow from 
the title twp bfiorlfuav rots <ru77ev^<rt, which must have been a sort of 
expectant peerage, pending the co- option into the proper avyyevm. 
The title Friends was imitated by Augustus, as is well known, at the 
court of the early Roman empire. 
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when he came to learn the absurd luxury of titles which 
encumbered the hieroglyphic texts, and the fulsome praises 
of the king, determined that while he adopted from the 
Egyptian court its administration and general manage- 
ment of the country, he would repudiate all such nonsense, 
and thus i^ was only gradually, and with the reassertion of 
national habits, that even those titles which were customary 
at the Macedonian court began to be applied to officials 
throughout the country, while the kings themselves became 
deified, and so gradually acquired the style and titles of 
the native sovrans. 

§ 1 40. Though we can thus give some details concerning 
a single isolated province in the reign of Euergetes, we 
are still left in darkness concerning the king himself. As 
the foundations of the great temple of Edfu were laid in 
the year after the synod of Canopus, it may be that the great 
temple of Esneh, so similar to it in character, was then also 
founded, but even the former temple, together with his great 
pylon at Karnak, shows clearly how differently this king re- 
garded the Egyptian cult, as compared with the views of his 
predecessors. To this time of peace also we may ascribe 
researches in the far south, which (as I have conjectured) 
he began while he was only crown prince. Diodorus says ^ 
that the third Ptolemy, being very zealous about the taking 
of elephants, sent out one of his officers, Simmias, to ex- 
plore the country of the Ichthyophagi, apparently beyond 
the Straits of Aden. We do not hear of this man having 
founded any settkment, as the several agents of the second 
Ptolemy did, according to Strabo, nor does this author say 
a word concerning Euergetes’ activity. But the marble 
throne at Adule shows that Diodorus was right, and it is 
possible that Euergetes’ apparent neglect of European 
1 iii. 8. 
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affairs, is owing to the fact of his having spent much of his 
life in this out-of-the-way exploration.^ 

It must be, I think, to this king also that the story 
in Agatharchides ^ is to be referred, who describes how 
the savages of the Trogodyte country killed the elephant, 
either by hamstringing him or by shooting at him with 
great bows worked by three men. They destroyed so many 
recklessly, as all savages are wont to act in similar circum- 
stances, that Ptolemy feared the supply of these animals 
required for Egypt would fall short, and offered the 
people, through his generals, large rewards to preserve them. 
They replied that they would not take his whole sovranty 
as compensation for their sport. There is so little mention 
of elephant -hunting under any king later than Ptolemy 
IV. that I set this anecdote in the present reign,. 

§141. The long story told by Josephus^ concerning 
the astuteness of a young Jew named Josephus, nephew of 
the high-priest Onias, who managed to avert the anger of 
Ptolemy, and secure for himself the lucrative appointment 
of tax-farmer for the whole tribute paid by the Jews to 
Egypt — this long story, even if it be not genuine, and 
only one of the many falsifications of history by the Jews, 
gives us a curious picture of the ways and manners at Alex- 
andria during this great king’s reign. Anecdotes concerning 
Euergetes are so scarce — not even Athenaeus has any to 
tell us — that we linger over this doubtful piece of history, 
and interrogate it more closely than it probably deserves. 

In the first place it is tolerably clear t^at the narrative, 
which Josephus does not introduce in its chronological 

^ Cf. above, § 100. Athenaeus says that Kallikrates, no doubt the 
man who dedicated the temple to Arsinoe as Aphrodite Zephyritis, was 
also the flatterer of Euergetes, but how or in what respect, he does not 
specify. 2 apud Phot. 14. « Antiqq, xii. 4. 
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order, is to be referred to the reign not only of Euergetes, 
but of his son. For the Jew held his office and his import- 
ance for twenty-two years, and towards the end, when he is 
now old, he sends his son Hyrcanus to the birth-feast of a 
son in the royal house, that is to the birth-feast of the 
future Ptolemy Epiphanes. The control therefore of the 
Jewish and Syrian taxes by Josephus possibly extended 
from *229 to 207 B.c.^ 

The historian tells us that the uncle of his hero, Onias 
the high-priest, being a stingy man, refused to add to the 
usual tribute sent from Palestine the twenty talents con- 
tributed habitually by the high -priest — a sort of half 
present half bribe — to have things left in his hands. ^ For 
the danger of a strange tax-farmer was very serious Then 
the Egyptian king, or his finance bureau, writing in his 
name, threatens Onias that unless the usual sum is paid, 
the king will seize the land for a military colony, and send 
his veterans to settle in it.^ 

This then was the procedure, if the taxes of the subject 
lands were not paid ; and in this way cities were settled in 
foreign provinces which became permanent garrisons to 
support the power of Egypt. 

§ 142. However, when this threat comes by an am- 
bassador, the young Josephus, nephew to the high-priest, 
takes the matter in hand, entertains and pleases the envoy, 
and gets himself appointed to go to Egypt with the excuses 
of the Jewish people. On his way he meets all the chief 
men of Syria and Phoenicia going down to Egypt to bid for 
the farming of the taxes, and is held in contempt because he 

^ Stark Gaza pp. 412 sq. 

2 This sort of present was usually, I think, called a (rr^^aj'os. 

* Jos. Antiqq» xii. 4, § I koX ^irefXei KXripovx^eiv avrQv yijv, 
oiK &iro\ap(j)v, KoX roj>s ivoiK’fjaropras arparKtiTas. 
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could spend no more than 20,000 drachmae upon his out- 
fit and voyage. This then was too little for a person of 
importance. We hear in the sequel, however, that 10,000 
drachmae was a fair sum for a private individual to expend 
for the same purpose. Hearing that the king has gone up 
to Memphis, Josephus does not wait at Alexandria, like the 
rest, but forthwith goes up the river, knowing that he will 
there be introduced by his friend the recent ambassador to 
Judaea. This actually happens, and he is asked to take a 
seat in the king’s chariot with the Queen and Athenion the 
ambassador ! He then excuses his uncle’s misdeeds on the 
ground that he is silly with age, and makes himself so agree- 
able to the king, that when they return to Alexandria, the 
clever young man is invited to the palace, and entertained 
at the royal table, to the disgust of the Syrian grandees. 

§ 143. When the day of auction came on, the intending 
farmers were disposed to bid 8000 talents for all the taxes 
of Coele-Syria, Phoenicia, Samaria, and Judaea, this being 
the usual sum, but Josephus cries out upon them, saying that 
they have combined to cheat the king. He offers double 
the money, and moreover that he will hand over the con- 
fiscated property of recusants to the king, this being 
hitherto an item of profit left to the tax-farmer with the 
collecting of the tax. The king is delighted, but asks for 
the usual sureties, when Josephus offers, by way of joke, 
the king and queen as sureties to themselves on his part. 
This additional piece of impudence is also successful, but 
he does not leave Alexandria without a force of 2000 men 
to carry out his extortions. He begins with Ascalon, 
where he puts twenty leading citizens to death and sends 
their property, 1000 talents in money, to the king. He does 
the same at Skythopolis, a nbn-Semitic town, to show that he 
will treat natives and settlers in the same fashion, and so, 
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having full powers from the king, has it all his own way for 
twenty-two years, making great profit out of the business. 
His further adventures will recur to us under the reign of 
the next king. 

S I4P We can now see another reason for the great 
popiilarity of the Egyptian rule in Palestine. Eight 
thoi|sand talents had been accepted for a long time as 
sufitcient tribute, whereas it is not said to have been at all 
ruirious to the country to pay 16,000, and as much more 
as made a great fortune for Josephus. The burdens there- 
fore of Egyptian rule were comparatively light. It is also 
likely that the threat of founding military settlements 
was not carried out by the Ptolemies with anything like 
the frequency of similar colonisations from Antioch. 

As tha Revenue Papyrus now gives us a close insight 
into the methods of farming the home taxes in wine and 
oil, so this story shows us how the foreign taxes were farmed, 
and how closely in this, as in so many other respects, the 
Roman system with its publicani was copied from the 
Hellenistic precedents. 

Another point strikes us in the story, which is probably in 
accordance with the popular tradition of Alexandria, and 
therefore credible. It is the familiarity with which the 
king calls up a young stranger, recommended by a high 
official to be amusing, into the state carriage, when driving 
with his queen, and not only talks to him, but bandies 
Jokes with him.^ Yet this king was surrounded by all 
the old Egyptian pomp, and moreover claims descent from 
Herakles and Dionysus. The remarkable absence of 

^ This makes Stark reject the whole story as fabulous. We may add 
to the text the fact that in the ordinances (Rev. Pap. ) settling the duties 
on wine formerly given to all the gods, upon the deified queen, she 
is simply called Arsinoe Philadelphus, or even 17 ^»t\a5eX0os. 
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honorifii^ titles in the early papyri as well as the plain 
language used by the court-poets, and the rude jokes (some- 
times indeed severely punished) which were made at the 
expense of the sovrans, corroborate this. 

Josephus so jumbles together two kings, and gives them 
but one queen, whom he calls by a wrong name in both 
cases, that we can hardly cite his anecdote as evidence 
for the character of Euergetes. But other stray indica- 
tions, and the king’s political inactivity in later years, agree 
with it, and lead us to imagine him as an easy-going, 
good-tempered, perhaps slothful man in the autifmn of his 
life. It seems to be proved ^ by the evidence of coins, 
coupled with the allusions of Polybius ^ and Plutarch,® that 
the legislation of the philosophic reformers Ekdemos and 
Demophanes asserted for the province of Cyrene consider- 
able independence — certainly more than a vigorous king 
and queen of Egypt would allow. The money issued by the 
KoLvov of these cities seems to date from the closing years 
{circa 230 b.c.) of the reign. These facts are in harmony 
with the conception we draw from the other sources. 

§ 145. Yet the condition to which his great campaign 
had reduced the Syrian kingdom, the prolonged conflicts 
of the two Seleukid brothers, the rise of the power of 
Pergamum — all these confusions among his Asiatic rivals 
had made it easy for him to hold his possessions towards 
the East. But the rise of any strong power in the West was 
likely to impair his influence over Greece and the Aegean. 
And it so happened that several remarkable men arose in 
that part of the Hellenistic world, fortunately for Ptolemy 
at war with one another, but all of them rivals or foes to 
be carefully reckoned with. Concerning some of these 

^ Cf, Poole Coins of the Ptolemies p. xlviii. * x. 25. 

* Philopoemen i. 
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men anau their views we are well informed. Whenever 
Plutarch^ undertakes to illustrate a period thribgh its 
principal men, we are sure to have an effective picture, 
which at all events gives us material for historical criticism. 
When he has touched Egyptian history in his Antony^ how 
precious is every line he has written ! 

In the epoch before us he has chosen the lives of three 
men — King Agis, a visionary reformer, of transparent 
honesty, who fell a victim to his singleness of heart; Aratus, 
a shifty opportunist, to whom a successful compromise was 
the highest diplomacy, a hero of secrets and nightly sur- 
prises, that grew pale at the flash of arms in the light of day ; 
Cleomenes, he too a socialist king, but who carried out 
his reforms within, and his diplomacies without, neither by 
preaching theories, nor by securing rich friends, but at the 
sword^s point, by political murder, as well as by victorious 
campaign. 

§ 146. It is in relation to these remarkable figures, 
and these only, that we know anything of the great 
kings of the world. These Greeks were justly thought, 
in their day, three mere pawns in the game, and yet 
tHtey have not only fascinated the world, but have pre- 
served from oblivion the kings and queens for whose sake 
they were moved. Even the vigorous and successful 
Demetrius, surnamed the Aetolian, the son and successor 
of Antigonus Gonatas, who recovered the whole kingdom 
which his rapacious neighbours thought to divide, who 
humbled Aetolians, Achaeans, and fairly dominated the 
other Greek poweas, has disappeared altogether from among 
the historic portraits of the day. We know nothing of 
him save that he fought, and won, and at last (229 b.c.) 
was killed in battle against the barbarians of the north. 

But his successor Antigonus Doson is known, because 
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the policy of his life connected him with Ar&us and 
Cleomenes ; and the subject of this chapter, Eu^getes, is 
only spoken of as the paymaster of both these men. It is 
almost openly confessed that he is master of the situation ; 
his money supports Aratus and the League, till Cleomenes t 
starts the idea of a democratic royalty, wherein the sovran 
shall side with the poor and against the rich. This popular 
idea, supported by the great personal qualities of the Spartan, 
completely overthrew the aristocratic policy of Aratus, 
whose defeats both in the field and in diplomacy led him 
to betray his old paymaster Ptolemy,^ and call in the armed 
power of Antigonus. Even then Cleomenes would have 
held his own, had he obtained sufficient money from Egypt. 
But Euergetes seems to have been tired of paying Greek 
politicians who turned against him after he had supported 
them for years, and when Antigonus entered into negotia- 
tions with him, it is clear from Plutarch’s account that it 
was for the purpose of settling the war by arrangement, 
rather than by arms. The long postponement of the 
deciding battle (Sellasia) was due to these negotiations. 
We do not know what advantages Antigonus offered his 
Egyptian rival. That he ceded to him the coast of Cark, 
as Droysen conjectures, seems most improbable. At all 
events Ptolemy cut the sinews of war, and Cleomenes was at 
last obliged to fight or disband his army.^ 

^ Polybius, probably led by Aratus* Memoirs, implies that Ptolemy 
abandoned the Achaeans, because he thought Cleomenes an abler 
and more serviceable tool against Antigonus (cf. Polybius ii. 51), thus 
relieving Aratus of the charge of treason against ?.is country. But it is 
more likely that Aratus took the first step in this disgraceful policy. 

® For this Polybius is also our authority (ii. 63) but in a polemical 
passage, where he uses this statement in Phylarchus to discredit the 
subsequent account of the capture of Megalopolis. Nevertheless the 
historian does not express any doubt of the facts in my text. 
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^r4|7. Plutarch gives us pathetic details of Cleomenes' 
flight arid embarkation, and how a friend endeavoured to per- 
suade hiirtt that if he must go to a master, how much better to 
serve a representative of Philip and Alexander and a Mace- 
donian, than an Egyptian. Ptolemy had indeed shown his 
distrust of Cleomenes, by taking as hostages the king’s 
mother and son, and possibly this may have been the de- 
ciding motive which brought Cleomenes to Egypt, though 
his panegyrists labour to show that neither his mother nor he 
were swayed by such considerations. But Plutarch does 
show us the old Egyptian king finding out that Cleomenes 
was no ordinary Greek adventurer, but a noble spirit, full 
of high thoughts, and worthy of restoration to a sphere of 
activity. Probably the contrast he found in him to the 
polished, artistic, shifty Aratus was impressive enough. 
At all etents it is declared to have been the Egyptian 
king’s intention to fit him out with a fleet and army, and 
send him back to reconquer Greece for Egyptian interests 
— a matter become easy, since Antigonus Doson had died 
suddenly within a few days of his victory at Sellasia — when 
death overtook Euergetes also. We are told by Polybius 
that he died of disease.^ He was not, like Antigonus, 
an active man in the prime of life, but over sixty years 
of age, and evidently declining for some years in vigour. 
Within the same year apparently the Syrian king Seleukos 
(III.) Soter also ended his short life and reign, so that we 
have that singular set of coincidences, upon which Polybius 
'has made such striking comments.^ 

§ 148. It is •fruitless to search the fragments of the 
literature of Alexandria during the days of Euergetes, and 
so endeavour to raise some of the thick mist of oblivion 

^ Polybius ii. 71 p 6 a(fi rbv §Lov ficTaWd^avros^ not murdered his 
son and heir, as Justin says twice over. ® iv. 28, 37. 
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which hides from us the character and policy of tf|s pnce- 
famous monarch. Is it not strange that while w^Jcnow 
not only Agis, whose life was nothing but a failure, and 
Cleomenes, whose life was but a brief success, nay even 
their mothers and wives and sisters, with all their virtues, 
their uncles and cousins, with their vices ; of Euergetes and 
his Berenike, there is no personal image save that upon 
their coins ? ^ And yet it is the one reign in which neither 
rival wives nor harlots agitated the court. But when wc 
consult the coins, there is here too a curious lack of indi- 
viduality. The king, except for his spiked o^ radiate 
crown, is hardly distinguishable from Philadelphus — the 
same short, full, handsome face, with evident signs of 
corpulency. The queen, except for her emblems, is almost 
identical in type with Arsinoe Philadelphus, perhaps a little 
handsomer, so that even here we are»baulked in dur hopes. 

Probably the last act of Euergetes’ life was to lead the 
way in contributing princely gifts to the Rhodians, when 
their city was almost destroyed, and their commercial 
credit was shaken, by a disastrous earthquake. The date 
of this event is not certain, and Polybius, narrating it ^ after 
the campaign of Raphia, would lead us to believe that it 
did not occur till Philopator’s reign. But the fact that 
the other contributing kings were Antigonus (Doson) and 
Seleukos (Soter) force us to put it before the death of 
Euergetes, since he must surely have outlived Doson, who 
died very shortly after the battle of Sellasia, while Cleo- 
menes was living in exile with Euergetes. The whole 

^ Athenaeus (xv. p. 689) says that Berenike was^li great patroness of 
various aromatic oils. Aelian (xiv. 43) tells of her gentle interference, 
when the king, whilfc playing dice, had a list of criminals read out to 
him for condemnation. The queen took the list from the officer, and 
wois 1 not suffer the king to dispose of lives with such levity. In this 
he at once acquiesced. ® v. 88 
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chapter in Polybius indicates that the solvency of Rhodes 
implied the solvency of all the neighbouring powers, and 
that bpnkn ptcy there would produce a commercial crisis 
all over ti e civilised world. Most of these subsidies 
were sent off almost immediately, but much more was 
only guaranteed, and it is therefore likely that Euergetes 
did not live to carry out his promises. These must 
have been loyally executed by his successor, and perhaps 
because the promised subsidies were being paid for some 
years, Polybius thinks fit to tell us the facts under the 
reign of ?hilopator. This is all the more reasonable as 
demotic scholars tell us that Philopator was formally asso- 
ciated with his father in the sovranty, and probably did 
some of the official work during his father’s decaying 
activity. But Polybius justly reflects upon the solidarity 
of the Ifellenistic wo'*ld, and how not only wealthy kings, 
but petty dynasts and free cities saw clearly that the 
damage of one great centre of commerce must imply 
the impairing of all the rest. He speaks also of the public 
spirit or generosity of those days, as compared with his 
own. We should gladly believe him, but cannot put much 
confidence in the generosity which only manifests itself in 
accordance with enlightened self-interest. 
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The Inscription of San 

The discovery of this trilingual inscription among the 
ruins of Tanis (S4n) has done much not only to illustrate the 
history of the third Ptolemy, but to explain difficulties in the 
long known decree of Memphis (Rosetta stone) which is of a 
kindred character. In the first place we may deliberately call 
it, trilingual, though two of the scripts represent Egyptian lan- 
guage ; for it is now certain that hieroglyphic writing was a thing 
foreign and artificial, even to the Egyptian priests of that age, 
and by most of them imperfectly understood. The •variations 
undergone by the language since the days when hieroglyphics 
were the only script, and the manifest efforts at what is subtle 
and recondite in this form of writing under the Ptolemies, show 
clearly enough that the ‘ sacred script ’ was no mere transcript 
from the demotic, but a distinct version almost in^ the sense 
that the Greek was. This consideration is of great importance 
in settling a controversy which Letronne raised, and determined 
without sufficient consideration. Assuming that the hieroglyphic 
was the bona fide Egyptian version, and very imperfectly in- 
formed regarding the demotic, he was urged by various small 
points of difference to maintain that on the Rosetta stone (the 
only one then accessible) the Greek was the original, after- 
wards translated into Egyptian. Revillout, coming long after 
him, and with the Sdn stone also before him, armed moreover 
with a knowledge of demotic, asserted that he was wrong. For, 
finding great contrasts in the style of the two documents, of 
which the later is very much more contorted and verbose, he 
asserted that while in the Rosetta stone the Egyptian was 
certainly the leading language, it was not so in the San stone, 
and that here the original text had been Greek. 

It seems very difficult to maintain this distinction. The 
circumstances of both decrees make it quite certain that the 

^ The demotic version was in this case round the edge of the stone, 
and not at first observed. Another version of this kind has since been 
found. The bibliography relating to the inscription is given by Groff 
Rev. Eg. vi. 13. 
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conclave of Egyptian priests, meeting for the transaction of 
their own business, with no foreigner present, discussed this 
business in the native tongue, and had their resolutions taken 
down by their secretaries in demotic script. Then they had 
recourse to interpreters on the one hand, with whom they con- 
cocted a Greek version for the Ptolemaic court ; on the other, 
to the department of their own body that understood hiero- 
glyphics — probably the Upaypafifiareh — to compose the version 
which would give a sacred and dignified character to their 
proclamation. But as the hieroglyphic was not understanded 
of the people, and probably not intended to be read, this 
artificial text should not have been compared by Letronne 
with the Greek, and its variations assumed to have any real 
import i*i the question. For according to Revillout’s studies, 
there are considerable variations between it and the demotic, 
which was certainly the text understood, and therefore drawn 
up by the whole sacerdotal conclave. 

M. Revillout has therefore done the right thing for the 
proper ujiderstanding of both texts when he published a literal 
translation of the demotic text, giving in parallel lines the 
Greek version. ^ Though there are still disputes and doubts 
regarding his decipherment, it is certainly the foundation from 
which all future considerations of these texts must start. 

The facts which made him assert the priority of the Greek 
in the earlier of these decrees are mainly I think concerned 
with the dating, which here follows the usual formulae now 
known to us in many early papyri, while the dating of the 
decree of Memphis, which the Greek strives to copy, is quite 
foreign, not only to that tongue and its grammar, but to the 
practice of the Greek population in Egypt. But this striking 
contrast is to be easily explained by the character of the 
Greeks who were entrusted with the translation. In the days 
of the third Ptolemy, the foreign population was still dominant, 
and had taken little care to accommodate itself to the prejudices 
of the natives. Thus when the native scribes began with their 
‘ year 9,’ with vfliich both demotic texts open, the officials of 
Euergetes exclaimed ‘Nonsense, that won’t do; we must at 
least date the thing according to our practice,’ and so they 
adopted their usual formula, advising the Egyptians to accommo- 

^ Cf. his Chrestomatkie dimotique. 
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date the demotic as best they could. Hence a whole group of 
inflated praises, which in the Memphis decree come between 
I3(wiX.€vovtos and UrokefiaLov do not appear here. It seems 
also to be true that the Greek and demotic of the earlier text 
are in much closer harmony than those of the later. M. 
Revillout has indeed published a special Essay in which he 
calls attention to discrepancies between the two extant demotic 
copies of the text, inferring from them that they were in- 
dependent versions of the hieroglyphic and Greek originals. 
The differences alleged are, however, so unimportant, and the 
vagaries of demotic writing such, that he probably lays too 
much stress upon them. Variations are much more likely to 
occur in the ordinary script of the day, and with writers who 
perfectly apprehended the sense, than in copies of obsolete or 
foreign writing. 

But to imagine that Greek scribes composed as the original 
such passages as those describing the honours to the princess 
Berenike, is to me absurd.^ No Greeks would have the neces- 
sary knowledge of these ceremonies, and even if they l^ad, could 
they have ventured to dictate them to* the Egyptian priests. 
The whole therefore even of the earlier document is distinctly 
and essentially Egyptian, though from ignorance or insolence 
the Greek officials may have departed in some cases from the 
demotic version as explained to them. I have set down the 
date, according to Lepsius’ determination, in the year 238 B.c. 
When the month comes to be fixed, there is considerable 
difference of opinion. Lepsius decides for March and this 
was generally accepted, but recently Ed. Mahler has en- 
deavoured to establish with much learning that the real date 
was 3rd December.2 Fortunately this controversy does not 
affect the history of the period. 

I now proceed to comment upon the text of the decree of 
Canopus, chiefly with a view to illustrate the likenesses and 
unlikenesses it shows to the sister decree. 

Superfluous words and syllables, written b^ mistake of the 
scribe, are enclosed in square brackets. Necessary additions 
or corrections in round brackets. 

^ I am glad to find that Mommsen {/?G v. 564) implies that he holds 
the same view as mine. 

® Cf. Congress of Orientalists for 1893, vol. ii. p. 327. 



APP. I 


PTOLEMY III 


229 


The Decree of Canopus (San Stone) 238 b.c. 

§ 149. Bao-tAcvoPTOS Urokefiaiov tov IlToXc/xatov Kai 
ApcrivoT]^ OecDV ASeXcfxaVy erovs cvarov, €c/> icpcws A7roA,Aa)Vt5ov 
TOV I Muor^tcovos Ake^avSpov kcu Oemv A5eA<^(ov Kat O^iov 
EvepycTWP, Kavr](l>opov Apa-tvorfs 4>tXaS€Ac/)ou MevcK/oarcta? | 
T?ys 4*6 Aa/x/xo 1 / 09 , pLTjvos ATTcAAaxov e/SSoprjL^ Aiyvirruav 5c Tv^i 
CTTTaicatSc/caTTyt. ''TH4>LSMA. ox apxupei^ | Kai irpocjirjTaL 
Kai OL €is TO aSvTOV €LCnrop€VOfl€VOL Trpos TOV (TToAmT/XOV twv 
Oeiov Kai r'T€po(fiOpat Kat tcpoy/)a/x/xaTet9 feat | ot aAAot tc/)ct9 ot 
(rvvavTr;fravT€9 ck twv KaTa Tr/v Xiopav uptav ct9 tt/v ttc/xtttt^v 
TOV A tov, cv 7)1 aycTttt Ta y€Vc6^Ata tov | /?a<TtA£a>9, feat €t9 ti^v 5 

11 . 1,2. I found this very formula repeatedly in the wills now 
published in the Petrie Papyri vol. i., and the same eponymous 
officers, wkh this difference only, that they are noted as serving 
their second year of office in the tenth of the king’s reign. That 
such officials should be re-appointed was unusual — I doubt 
whether another case is known — and may have been in con- 
nexion with these very ceremonies, and with the reform of the 
calendar instituted below. The priest of Alexander etc. and the 
Canephoros of Arsinoe Philadelphus always bear Greek names, 
and the former need not at all be identified with the priest of 
all Egypt^ as Letronne imagined. That priest must rather 
have been the Chairman of the Board to be discussed below. 

1 . 3. The demotic version (DV) which begins with year 9, 
in the native style, omits to add the date in Tybi, thus only 
giving the Macedonian month. This, if correctly deciphered, 
must be a mere oversight of the copyist. 

1 . 4. The form Trrcpocjlxipat (not ot) which appears also on 
the Rosetta stone (R), and was there suspected by Letronne, is 
by this case supported, and points to a form 7rTcpo</)opa9. 
Diodoros (i. 87) identifies these feather-bearers with the hiero- 
grammateis^ but there was evidently some difference. 

1 . 5. We find the Macedonian calendar, so inferior in precision 
to the Egyptian, still dominant. The greater convenience, 
however, of the native system gradually asserted itself, as 
may be seen from a comparison of these with later documents. 



230 


THE EMPIRE OF THE PTOLEMIES chap, vi 


TreinrTrjV Kai UKaha rov avTOV firjvos, €v rji rrjv 

l^acnXeiav irapa tov Trar/oos^ crvpeSpevcraprc? | TavTrji rrp, 
Tjpcpai €v rm €v Kapwirwi teptai twv Evepyeriov Oeiov ciwav 
EIIEIAH Pao-iX^vs nroXe/Aatos UroXepaLov Kai Ap(rLV07)s, 

0€<s)v AScX^tov, I Kai PacriXunra ^epeviKt] r) aScA,</»^ avTov 
Kai yvvTf, OeoL Evc/oycrat, StarcAoixrtv TroAAa Kai peyaka 
€V€py€TovvT€s Ttt KaTa rrjv \(opav Lcpa Kai | ras ripas to>v 
BeiJiV CTTl TtAcOV aV^OVT€S’ T07) TC AtTIOS Kai TOV Mv 1JV109 Kai 

TO)V XoiTWV cvXoyipdiv leptav ^wtcov twv cv rrji ypopai rr^v J 
€7rt/xcAt'tap Sia Tavros rroiowrai pera peyaXrjs SairavT^s Kai 
Xopi^yias' Kai ra c^€V€yxB€VTa €k rr]S xwpas upa ayaXpara 
0 VTTo I Twp Ilc/xrtup c^crT/3(XT€was 0 Pa(riX€v^ aveariourev cts 
AtyVTTTOV Kai aTTcSwKCV €ts Ttt lepa, oO^v C/CaCTTOV ^PXV^ 

I X^P^^ €iprfV7]i 8iaT€T7jprjKeVf irpoTToX^poiV 

VTTcp avrrjs irpos iroXXa ^Ovrj Kai tovs cr avTois SvvaorTevovTas' 

r 

1. 6. It has been questioned whether the second feast 
celebrates Euergetes* actual accession to the crown, or his 
association in the crown with his father, during the lifetime of 
the latter. The DV is in favour of the former : /7 prU la 
puissance supreme aprls son ptre. The phrase occurs in 
R(osetta stone) i. So also does the formula describing all 
the priests in 11. 6, 7 of that text. 

1. 7. It thus appears that already (i) the king and queen 
had been formally deified as Benefactor Gods; (2) a temple 
had been erected to them at Canopus. This had been the old 
western port of Egypt, and no doubt a considerable trading 
city. Its business population had been transferred to Alex- 
andria (above, § 12), but its religious dignities remained. The 
gold plaque found here {CIG 4694) shows that this king had 
built a new temple to Isis and Sarapis. 

1. 8. Of course sister is here a mere ^formal title. Cf. 

§ 87. 

I. 9. The terms av^^iv and iirav^^iv occur in a like con- 
nexion, R 38, 53. 

II. 9, 10. Apis and Mnevis are mentioned below, 54, and also 
R 31, as the representative sacred animals of Egypt. For 
the other facts alluded to cf. § 128. 
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Kai Tot9 €V TrjL )((s)pat I Trao'tv /cat rots akXots rots wo Toyi/ 
avTO/v Paa-tkeiav rao’cro/tcvot? rr^v cwo/ttav Trap€)(ov(TLV' TOY 
TE TTora/xov ttotc cXAtTrco-re/jov ava-|/8apTos Kat TravTcop twv 
€v rrjL * KaTa7r€7rkrjypL€V<av €in Twt (rvpiPepyjKOTt /cat 

€V$VpLOVfi€V(DV T7)V y€y€VrjpL€V7jV lcaTa<fi6opaV I €7rt TtVWV Ttuv 
TrpoTcp jr Pi 3a(rLX€VKOTiiiVy €<f> €DV o'vveP'q appoxf-oLLS 7r€/)t7r€7r- 
T(j}K€vaL rovs Trjv x^P^^ KaroLKOvvras, wpofTTavres /ciySe/to- | 16 

Vt/C(OS TO/V T€ € 1 / TOtS tCpOtS /Cat TO)l/ aXXcDV TO)V TrjV X^P^^ 

KaTOLKovvT(j)Vy TToXXa pL€V TTpovorfOevTC^^ ovK oAtyas 5 e T(ov 
TrpocroSiav W€/o- 1 tSovTC? €V€/ca rrys t(ov avOpamuyv trtOTi^f/otas, 

€/c T€ '^vpt'.^ /cat ^otvt/c^/9 /cat Kw/sov /cat aAAwv TrActovcov 

TOTTWV CTiTOV /XCTaTTC/t- 1 \j/ap€VOL CtS TYJV X^P^^ TLpHliV /t€tfoi/COV, 

Stetrwtcray tou9 tyjv Atyvirrov /carot/covyras, aOavarov €V€pyea-iav 

11 . 12, 13. Similar commendation is given to Ptolemy Epi- 
phanes, and in analogous terais, R 20, 21, but with far less 
reason. ^ 

11 . 13 s^. The peculiar case of the low Nile and the king’s 
efforts to feed the population are without parallel in the sister 
inscription. Unfortunately there is no date given, though 
we may confine it to some season between his third and 
seventh year, probably near the former date, as ttotc can 
hardly mean recently. My conjecture is that it took place at 
latest in his third year, and recalled him from his Asiatic con- 
quests, cf. § 1 3 1. The DV for ttotc is lost or illegible. 

11 . 16, 17. The topic barely mentioned here ‘neglecting 
(the levying of) no small amount of his revenues ’ is that ampli- 
fied in great detail by the priests in R 1 3 and 59, who enumerate 
with satisfaction all the special imposts remitted by Epiphanes. 

It is remarkable that they state Euergetes to have bought the 
corn in his outlying provinces, not to have obtained it by 
requisition, for so we must interpret Tt/xa>y /xctfoywy. The 
expression ot rryy veupay KarotKouvres here means the natives, 
but in many other occurrences of the phrase is merely those 
dwelling in a country. Hence Revillout has no right to 
translate tTTTreis kutoikoi, native cavalry. He might have 
found the proper meaning in Turin Pap, viii. 1 . 1 3 rwy Trap- 
cTTiSrjpiovvTm Kai KaToiKovvTtov €v ravTats ^€V(t)v, with Peyron’s 
instructive note {Turin Pap, part ii. p. 50). 
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Kat TTj^ avTiiiv apeTrjs \ fi€yL(rrov VTroiiV7]fxa KaraAetTrovrcs rot? 

T€ VVV OVCiV KOLL TOIS € 7 rtytI/ 0 /jt€V 06 §, av9 (OV OL OeoL ScSojfcao’ti' 

avTois €V(rTaOov(Tav Trjv l3a(Tik€L-\av Kai 8(o(rov(rLV raXX ayaOa 
Travra eis tov act xpovov AFABHI TYXHI. AEAOX0AI 
20 Tots Kara rrjv ^iopav L€p€v<riv * ras tc irpo\nrapypv(ras \ ripas cv 
Tots tcpots fiafTtkeL IlToAc/Aatwt Kat P(X(TiXvcr(Tir]i BcpevtKT/t ^cots 
Euc/oycrats /cat rots yovcixrti/ ^eots A5cA(/)ots /cat rots 

Trpoyovots | 0€ots 'EijjTrjpcnv ai»^€tv' /cat tovs lepeis tovs cv 
eKOjCTTUiL T(i>v Kara rrjv xtapav lepuiv 7rpo(rovopa^€(T0aL tc/>€ts 
Kat TU)i/ Evcpycrwi/ deoiv' Kai €vypa(ji€-\(rOaL ev Tratrtv rots 
Xp7)paTL(rpoi^, Kat cp rots SaKTvAtots ots c/>o/>ovo’tv irpoo-eyKo- 
XaTTTea-Oai kul rrjV lepUHrvvrfv riav Eve/oycTWP tt/ooct- 

a7roS€tx^r/-|vat 5c 7r/)o[t]s Tats pvp \nrapxov(raiS Tccro-a/xrt 
c^oAats TOV TrAr/^ovs twj/ tc/ocwv twv cv CKao-Ttut tc/otot Kat 

I . 20. The assertion of the king’s future prosperity, on 

account of his merits, is repeated with a little variation in 
R 35-6. The formula there is cSo^cv, which affords a simpler 
construction, and ra vTrdpxovra rt/xta Travra etc., which is only 
worth citing to show that the Greek scribes did not copy these 
formulae from one decree into another. Such small differences 
e.g. IS TOV aTravra tov act x* are to be found all 

through the parallel passages of the two texts. 

II. 22, 23. cTTai'^ctv /xcyaAws R 38, av^oviTi ibid. 53. irpocr- 
ov. is in R 50 Trpoa-ayopeveo-Oat : evypac^ccr^at is in R 5 1 
KUTaxiopLcraL cts, a verb which also occurs below, 29. The 
following words SaKT. etc. can now be used to supply the gap 
in R 51. It is to be noticed that while the honours here voted 
to the reigning king and queen stop short of images, to be 
set up beside those of the gods, and carried in sacred processions 
— a distinction accorded presently (11. 59 sg.) to the priijcess 
Berenike, who is dead — the priests in the Memphis decree, forty 
years later, do not hesitate to vote all these fotms of adoration to 
the living Epiphanes. Such a progress in flattery, and degrada- 
tion in the dignity of the priests, we might naturally expect. 

Still by the present decree the reigning king and queen were 
declared o*vvvaot deoC with all the gods in Egypt. 

1. 24. ttAiJ^os, which usually in these texts means merely a 
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akXrjVf ,7) TrpocrovojMOArOrjaeTaL Tr€/jL-\Tr7r) (f>vXrj to)v Ev(e)/D‘y€Ta)V 
Octov. CTTCt [Kttt] o'wp rrjt ayaOrfL Tv)(rjt Kat rrfV yevea-LV f^aucrtkeo)^ 
Urokefiacov rov twp Oeoiv A8cX</)a>v (rvpPiPr^K^v | ycvco-^at 25 
T7]i 7refnrTr]t rox) Atoi», rj Kai ttoXXwv aya^wv «px^/ y^yov^v 
7ra(riv av0p(i)7rots" et? [8c] rr/v (jivkrjv TavTr^v Karak^xOrjvai rovg 
airo I Tov irpuiTov ctovs ycycvry/Acvovs tc/oeis Kat tovs tt/doo'- 
KaTarayyjaropevovs €(i)<s pyjvos Mecropyj tov ev TOJt evarwt ctci, 
Kat TOVS TOVTOiV €KyOVOVS €ts TOV act I tods 8c 

TrpovirapxovTas lepeLS cws tod tt/owtod ctods ctvat wo’aDTws 
cv Tttts ttDTttts cjivkai^ cv ats irporepov y^crav, o/xotws 8c Kat 
TODS I €Ky VOPS aDTWV aTTO TOV VDV KaTa\(Jt)pi.^€(r6aL Cts TttS 
auTas (jfvkas €v ats ot TraTC/ocs etcrty' avTt Sc twv €tKoo-i 
/SovkiOTtVV t€p€(i)y TiOV OLipoVpeVOiV I KttT CVtaDTOV CK Ta»V 
yrpovTrapxpvinav Tccraapiov <f>vk(av^ c^ tov ttcvtc a<^ CKatrT7/s 
(jivkyfs kapfiavovTatj ctKOcrt Kat ttcvtc tods l3ovk€VTas | tc/octs 30 
ctvat, 7rpo(fkapl3avop€vm ck ti;s ttc/xttti^S <l>vky]<5 Ttov EDC/)ycT(ov 
6 /c(OV aXXtOV TTCVTC* p€T€X^LV Sc Kat TODS €K TT^S TTC/XTTTT/S | </>DATyS 
Ttov Evc/DycTtov 0c(ov Ttov ayvcttov Kat Ttov aXXtov aTravTtov Ttov 

number, seems to mean the whole caste of the priests (as below 
1. 71), who were represented by councils chosen from, and 
probably by, the ttAtJ^os. 

11. 25, 26. lloth the first Kat (as Lepsius noted) and below 
8e are superfluous. All those bom, and all those appointed 
priests for the previous nine years, were to form the new </>dAt/. 
The creation of this fifth guild has since been used to determine 
the major limit of the dates of documents in which they are 
mentioned. 

1. 29. The ^oDAcDTttt tepetsare evidently a governing council, 
and in each section of them there was a (jyvkapxos : they are 
mentioned again 1. 72. If these twenty (or twenty-five) were 
elected from all the body of the priests, and themselves selected 
their President, w^ have a very early instance of a representa- 
tive democracy, such as has existed among the monks of Mt. 
Athos for many centuries. Revillout translates the demotic 
equivalent as pre^res accom^fUssanl paro/Cj and notes that the 
adjective is singular, not plural. 

1. 32. The dyvetat here mentioned are certainly some sort 
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CP rots tcyjots* Kai <liv\ap)^ov avrtjs ctpai, KaOa Kat cm rtjv 
aAAtop Tccr- I craptov </)i>A(ov wapx^t* KAI EIIEIAH KaO 
CKaoTov pLTfva ayovrai cv rots t€/)ots co/orat rwv Evc/oycrcDV 
^^cwv Kara to irpoT^pov ypaijicv ^ 7 y<^t(r/jta | re Trepurrrj Kat ?/ 
cpttTT; Kat rj Trc/ATrri/ ctt ctfcaSt, rots re aAAots ftcyto-rots 6^€ots ^ 
Kar cptavTOP o’l^prcAovprat coprat Kat 7rav7/'yv/)€ts 87//AOTC“|Acts, 
ayecrOai. Kar evtaorov Travrjyvpiv 6r//xoTcAi] cv re rots tepots Kat 
Ka6^ oAi^v T7]v [ry]v\ x<*)pav ^axriku IlToAc/xatwt Kat j8acrtAt(r(rryt 
86 BcpevtKTyt I Scots' Evc/oycrats TT/t r;/ic/ 0 ttt, cv rjt cTrtrcAAct to 
axrrpov to rrjs I(rtos_, 7 / vo/ttferat 5ia twp tc/owv y/Da/x/xartov 
pcop CTOS ctPttt, aycrat 5c pop cp rwt | cpartut cTCt vovpLYjviat 
rov Havvi /xrypos, cp tot Kat ra pLiKpa Bov^acma Kat ra /xeyaAa 

of priestly emoluments, and seem to correspond to the muti- 
lated word in R 48, variously restored Trpo^ccrets or Trpo^ctrjataj 
Revillout asserts this positively from the evidence of the 
hieroglyphic and demotic versions of both passages^ but here 
merely transcribes dypcta in his versioA’. 

I . 33. ‘The previous decree,^ so called also in the DV, was 
probably drawn up at the coronation ceremony, which may 
have been necessarily postponed till the king returned from 
Asia. 

II . 35 jy. There is added to the feasts already appointed 
another of great importance, on the ist of Payni, with which 
the solar year now commenced. The priests having observed 
for many centuries that twelve months of thirty days, and five 
intercalary days at the end of each year, still fell short by a 
quarter day of the true solar year, so that the feasts of the 
summer months moved gradually earlier till they occurred 
in the winter, now ordain that every four years a special day 
(our Leap-year day) shall be added to the calendar, and 
celebrated as a special feast to the gods Euergetes. This 
reform, though it seems not to have been accepted by subse- 
quent Ptolemies, was recognised as scientiffcally correct, and 
passed from Egypt first into the Julian calendar, and then 
into ours. The fact that the priests had long noted a cycle 
of 1461 years (the Sothiac cycle), which is equal to 1460 
solar years, shows the enormous age, and the accuracy, of their 
observations. 
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BovpcurTLa aycrat Kai tj a-vvaytayyj twp Kapirtov Kai rj tov | 
Torapbov avajSajbTis ‘ytverat* eav 8 e Kai crvpbf^aivrji ttjv €TrLTo\rjv 
TOV acTpov pL€Tal 3 aLV€Lv CIS erepav yjpbepav Sia T€(r(rapU)V ctwv, 
pLYf pbcrari- | Sea-Oai ttjp wavrjyvpiv^ aX\ ayecrBai ttjl vovpLTjviai 
TOV Tlavviy cv 7 JL Kai c^ VX^V cvaTm CTCt* Kai 

(TvvTcActr avTTjv CTTfc r)pL€pas I TTCPTC p.€Ta (rTC</>ttV7/<^optas Kat 
6 v(ri(i)v Kai (TTTovSwv /cat twv aXAcov tcdp Trpoa-rjKovTdiv • 011122 
AE /cat at (i)pai to KaOrjKOV Trotoxrtv Sta Travros /cara rr^v vvv 
I ovo-ap Ka[Tacr]Ta(rTa(rtv tov Kocrpiov /cat /Ary o'v/AjSatvryt rtvas 40 
TCDV SrjpbOTeXoiV eopToyv tcop ayo/icpcov ev Twt y^eLptAovL ay€<r 6 ai 
TTOTC CP Twt Oepei^ TOV axTTpov I /AcrajSatPOPTos /Atap rjpbepav 
dia T€a’(rapo)v ctwp, crc/aas Sc twp pvp ayo/ACPWP cp ro/t Oepei 
ayi.O’daL cp Twt x^t/AWPt cp rots //era ravra /cat/)ots, Kadanep 
7r/)o- I Tcpop Tc (n//A^cj0>/KCP ycpccr^at, /ca(t) pvp ap cytPCTo 
TT/s (TvvTa^em TOV enavTOV /Acpovtrrys ck to>p TpiaKocruav /cat 
c^T/ /copra yyji€pti)v kol twp i/cttc/oop Trpoo*- | po/tto’^cto'wp CTrayc- 
(T^ttt TTCPTC ry/AC/JWP, AITO TOY NYN /Atav 7y/AC/3ap co/orryp rtup 
Evc/aycrojp 6^ca)P crrayco-^at Sta Tccr(ra/)a>p erwp errt rats ttcptc 
rats I crrayo/ACpats tt/jo tov vcov ctovs, ottws arraPTCs ctSwtrtp, 

StOTt TO cXActTTOP TpOTCpOV TTC/Ot Tr/P O’VPTtt^tP TWP W/)0>P KOL 
TOV eviavTov Kai twp po/Atfo- | /acpwp 7rc/)t tt/p oXryp Sta/cocr/AT/- 45 
etp TOV TToXov SiwpOciKrOai Kat avaTre7rXrjpu)(r0aL o-vpbfSelSrjK^v 
Sta T( 0 P Evc/)ycT(up ^ewp* KAI EIIEIAH rr/v cy ^ao-tAcws 
IlToAc/Aatov I /cat jSao’tAto’O'r/s Bc/ocptKrys, ^ewp Eve/zyera/p, 
ycycp?//ACPr/p OvyaT^pa /cat opo/Aacr^ctcrap Bc/rcpt/cryp^ ry /cat 
l3a(riXior<ra cv^ews a7rcSct;(^iy, o’VPcySry ravrryp irapdcvov | ovo-ap 

1. 40. The words are almost repeated in R 48-50. irpoa-rj- 
KOPTCDP is there KaOrjK, 

1. 47. This is one of the many royal children, of whom we 
hnly hear in Ptolemaic history by a solitary accident. Revillout 
says that the DV'of the words iy Kat ySao-. cv^ews arreS. are 
qu^on allait 7 nantfesier comtne reine^ which gives quite a different 
sense, and would require €v6^€ws ap dweSeix^V' 
know that it was a usual compliment in this hieratic style to 
declare a prince to be dorn a king^ or declared a king from his 
birth. 
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e^aLtfiVYjs fiereXOcLV €ls tov a€vaov Kocrfiov, crt €v8rjfiovvT(av 
Trapa rm PatriXu t<dp €k nys xo)pa^ irapay ivop^vinv irpos avrov 
KttT evLavTov tepcwv, | ot p.€ya ireudog cTrt Twt (rvpL/Se^rjKOTL 
evdeuis - O’vyereXea’aVj a^tuxravTe^ Se tov ^acrikea /cat rryv 
j8a(rtAt(r(rav CTrctcav KaSi^pycraL rrjv Oeav piera tov Otripios 
cv To/t I €V KavtuTTwt t€/oa)t, o ov piovov cv rots tt^wtois (t)€/OOtS 
€(rTtv, aAAa /cat vtto tov jSacrtAcws /cat twv /caTa Tiyv x^ypav 
60 TravTWV cv Tots pLaXicrTa Tt/AW/xcvots vTra/a^ct, — | /cat r; avaytuy?; 
TOV tC/OOV TrAotOV TOV Oo‘Ct/ 0 tO 5 €t5 TOVTO TO tC/OOV /caT CVtaVTOV 
ytvcTat e/C tov cv Twt H^a/cActcot te/aov TrjL evarrji /cat ct/caSt 
TOV Xoi.aXf T(UV CK TWV TT/OO)- | TWV tC/)(t)V TTaVTWV OvOTLaS 
O-VVTcAoVVTWV eiTL T(DV L8pvpL€V(i}V VTT ai^TWV fiiVpHOV VTTCp 
€Ka<rTov upov twv 7r/)a)Ta>v c^ a/x<jf)OT€^a>v twv pLepoiV tov 
SpopLOV — I ^CTtt Sc TavTa (Ta) Trpos Tr/v CK^ca>o*tv avT'q^ vo/tt/jta 
Kttt Tr^v TOV Trev^ovs aTToAvcrtv aTTcSo/Kav />tcyaAo7r/)C7ra>5 /cat 
KrjSepLovLKOiSi Kadawip Kat CTrt T(ot A[7r€t | /cat Mv7/vc(^€t^to’/ACVOV 
ccTTtv ytvco'^at, AEAOX0AI crvvTcActv TrjL ck twv Evc/oycTwv 
0c(ov y€y€v?;/Acvr/t jSacrtAto’O’ryt Bcpcvt/cryt Tt/xas atStovs cv aTrotrt 
Tot[s I KaTa TTyv Lepot.^* Kat CTrct cts ^coi>s pL€T7iX0€V cv 

Twt Tv/^t ftryvt, cv (viirep Kai ?/ tov IlAtov OvyaTrjp cv cLpXV^ 
66 /xcT?yAAa^cv tov /3tov, r/v o TraTyjp orTep^a^ ti;[vo- | /xao-cv otc /tcv 
fSacnketav ot€ (Sc) opaoriv axrrov, Kat ayovo'tv avTifi €opT'i]V Kat 
TTC/DtirAoVV cv 7rActOO-tV tc/oots T(UV TT/XOTWV CV TOl^TWt TWt flYJVL, 
cv wt ?; aTTo^cwo’t? av[T7;s | cv o,pXV^ cycvry^?;, avvTcActv Kat 
^ao’tAto'O'jyt Bc/ocvtKiyt Tryt ck twv Evc/oycTWv ^cwv cv a7rao*t 
Tots KaTa TTyV X^P^^ icpots €V TWt TvySt pLTJVL eopTrjv Kat 

1. 49. df twcravTcs is the technical word in dozens of papyri for 
making a formal request. The Attic form rj 6>eos (cf. 1. 66) 
seems to have given way to ^cd. We find a second temple in 
Canopus, that of Osiris, probably ancient and celebrated, besides 
the temple to the Ptolemies. * 

1. 54. In this and three following lines, a few letters are lost 
at the right edge of the stone, which are easily supplied. 

1. 56. We expect otc /xcv fSatrikeLav otc Sc opatriv, and the 
DV has : ‘ sometimes his drown, sometimes the apple of his 
eye.* 
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Tre- I pnrXovv €<f> rjficpas rctraapas airo cTTraKatSc/caTiyt (L -Ty?). 

€V rjL o irepnrXovi /cat rj tov ttcv^ovs aTToA-vcrts eyevrjdrj avrrji. 
T7}v dpXV^* (TwreAccrat 8 avrrji /cot | tcpop ayakpa xpvorovv 
SiaXiOov €V €K(Krrm tcov tt/dcotcov Kai Bevreptov tepwv, /cat 

%KaOL8pv<rat €v rwt aytwt — o Sc Tpofj^rjTrjs y] top cts to aSvTov 
ct/)iy/xcr<»>v (1. eunropevopeviov) \ tc/oco/v tt/oos top (rroXurpov twv 
^ ccov otcrct CP rats ay/caAats, orap at c^oSctat /cat iravrjyvpeis 
TO)p AotTTWP ^cwp ytpa)PTa(t), ottw? wo TraPTWP opw/xcpop | 60 
Tt/tarat /cat TTpoa-KvvrjTaL^ Kakovpevov Bc/ocpt/c?ys apao-o’rys 
TrapOevfov — * ctpat Sc rryp CTrtTt^c/ACpryp ^ajcriXuixv Tiyt ctKOPt 
avT7)S Stac^c/Qowap Ttys cTrtTt^c/tcptys | Tats eiKocnv Ttys pr^rpos 
avTtys yOaiTtAto’crtys Bc/acpt/ctys, c/c o-Ta;(i)WP Sva/p, (up apa pecrov 
cr-Tat ty acTTTtSoctStys /^acrtActa, Tatrrtys S oirKrio crvppeTpov 
(TKTjTTTpov | 7ra7ri»/)octScs, 0 ctCD^acrtp at Beat. c^ctP cv Tats X^P" 
crtp, TTC/ot ov Kat rj ovpa Ttys /^acrtActas ccxTat 7reptctA7y/>t(jLt)cpty, 
(DO-TC Kat CK Ttys Sta^co-ccDS Ttys ySao-tActas Sta- | (ra<j>€tcrBai to 
Bc/ocptKtys ovopa Kara Ta ctrto^yta Ttys tc/sas ypappaTiKrjs* Kat 

1. 59. ay aXpa which corresponds to ctKWP in 62, and to the 
same word in R 38, Letronne would translate a standing bas- 
relief image, as contrasted with ^oapop (R 41), a sitting statue, 
and it seems that the HV countenances this. But here the 
ctKWP is the same as the ayakpa and can be carried about by 
the officiating priest. It is gold and jewelled (SidXiBov), The 
words printed ^ tojp are blurred on the stone and we should 
expect y Tts twp for which there is no room. The following 
words seem to me a jumble of two constructions (i) ry Tts 
TWP ctpry/xcpwp tcpewp, and (2) 7rpo<^. 6 twp cts t^ dSvrov 
ctoTTopcuo/icpwp tepwp. Probably the cursive Greek from 
which the graver copied had here an erasure and correction. 

I . 60. The words are repeated in R 42. 

• 1 . 61. The omission of tin subjunctives or in dative forms is 

very rare at this early time, as we know from the Petrie Papyri. 

In the Revenue Papyrus it only occurs in subjunctives. 

II . 62-4. These details are exactly what we denote as heraldic, 
fia(ri\€La is here crown^ and by its ornaments, as in a mediaeval 
coat-of-arms, the mother could be at once distinguished from 
her daughter of the same name. 



238 


THE EMPIRE OF THE PTOLEMIES chap, vi 


orav ra KiKrjXXia ayrfrat ev rm Xocax firjvi rrpo rov TrepnrXov 
Tov 0(r€t/5tos, Kara- | crKCDacrat ras irapOevovs t(ov i€p€(ov aXXo 
ayaXpa BepevtKrjs avcurcrrjq irap$€V(i)Vy m (rwreXccrovariv opLOim 
66 dvcTiav Kai TaXXa ra (rvvreXovpiva vo- \ pipa rrji eopTrjL 
TavTTfL * €^€tvat Se Kara ravra /cat rats aXXais TrapOcvois rats^ 
l3ovXop€vaLS (TuvTcActv ra vopipa rr/t ^ctot. vpv€i(r6aL 8 avnjv 
Kttt V- I TTo Twv CTTtAcyo/jtevwv l€p(€l)(i)v TrapOev(i)V Kai ras 
Trapexo/xcvwv rot? Oeot^, 7rept/c€i/x€V(i)v ras tStas /^^arrtXctas Ttov 
^cwv, (wv) i€p€LaL vo/xt{'ovTa(t) I ct/cat (1. etvat)’ Kai, orav o 
7r/)ow/3i/xo9 (TTropos TrapotxTTrjLf ava(j>€p€LV ras tcpas irapOevovs 
(rra)(vg tods 7rapa(T€)^y(rop,€yoif9 toji ayaXpari Trjg Oeov* atSctv 
6 CIS avTTjv I Ka^ rjpepav Kai cv rats eopratg Kai TravTjyvpeirtv 
TOiu XoLTTdiv 0€(i)V TODS Tc wtSoDS av5/oas Kat Tas yvvaiKag ovs 
av vpvovs 01 L€poypappaT€LS ypa- | \pavTeg Sioiriv toji (oiSoSiSa- 
a-KaXm, (ov Kai TavTiypa<j>a KaTax^pior^r/o-cTat cts Tas upag 
l3vliXovs' Kat, cTTctS?^ Tots upevcriv StSovTat at rpot^ai ck 

, • 

1 . 64. About the Kikellia we know nothing, nor does the 
DV help us. 

1. 66. 1 his permission of the laity to join in a feast is paralleled 
by R 52. 

1 . 67. We here learn that officiating priestesses wore gold 
crowns (so DV) of the gods they served, when performing high 
ceremonies. 

I . 68. Trpoiopipos is the first in DV. Lepsius translates 
Fruhsaat. The ordinary meaning is premature, tods Trapa- 
(T€) 6 r](rophovg is curiously rendered ‘more tall than they are’ 
(p/us haut qu'cux) by Revillout from the DV. Hence the 
form, which is right, may mean compared with their own height, 
if it does not merely mean to be placed beside the image of 
the goddess. 

II . 69, 70. The custom of the hierogrammateus composing 
a sacred ode, and then handing it to tl*2 teacher of singing 
for men and women to perform, is interesting, and is a very 
early form of congregational church music, unless these men 
and women were a professional choir, which seems very likely 
from what we see in much earlier Egyptian pictures. Copies 
of these hymns were entered in sacred books. 
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Twv I i€/)a)V, € 7 rav eTrax^wcrev £ts to TXrjOoSt BtBoo'OaL rais 10 
Ovyarpacriv to>v lepewv €k twv tc/awv tt/doo-oSwv, a<^ 9^9 av 
r)ix€pas 'ycvcopTat, ti^v (n;vKpt^ 9 ^cro/x€“|i/T]v rpocji'qv viro t<ov 
povX€VT(j)V L€pmv Twv €P €Ka(rTm T(DV lepiov Kara A-oyov twv 
^ L€p(i)V TTpOO'oSwV* Kttt TOV 8l8opL€VOV ttpTOV Tat9 | TWP 

L€p€ii)V tX€tV l8iov TVTTOV KaL KaActO'^ttl BcpCVlKT^S apTov, 

0 0 ct' CKtto-Twt TO)v tcpwv Ka0co*T7yKa)9 eTrto’Tarr/s /cat 
ap\i€p€vs Kat OL TOV tepov | ypa/4/ittTet9 avaypa^aToxrav tovto 
TO ^if/</>to-p.a €19 aT7)kr)v \iOivr)v n] xol^kt^v Icpot9 ypapp-ao-tv 
#cat AiyvTTTtotg /cat EAAj2i/6Kot9 Kat ava^e- | Twtrav cv Twt 
€7rt<j!)ave<rTaTajt totivl T(dv T€ d upmv Kat fS' kol y\ oirtos ot 
KOTtt T>p' xanpav Lepeis <^atvo)VTat Ti/xa)VTa9 ( 1 . -Tcg) tov 9 
Ev£pyera9 ^£0U9 Kat Ta T£Kva avrtop, | Kadaircp StKatov ecrriv, 75 

1 . 71. When the counsellor priests distribute the clues in kind 
to the whole caste, these shall be given to the daughters, wives 
of the priests ! Wives is here added from the DV. There 
seems no i^ason for the contrast between daughters (7 1 ) and 
wives (72) of the Greek text. 

1 . 72. The whole of this last paragraph is missing from the 
DV. In the parallel passage of R we have a-TT^Xr^v o-rcpcou 
XI60V, and €vxwptot9 for Alyvirrlois. 


APPENDIX II 

Here is an abstract of the text from the outer west wall 
of the great temple at Edfu, which gives a full account of 
the successive builders of the temple and their work. On the 
opposite outer wall, as an ornamental border below the figures, 
is inscribed in hieroglyphics a detailed description of the parts 
of the building, their various measurements, and the materials 
employed. Thus we have an account of the building of this 
temple before us vythout parallel for detail and exactness. 

The preamble is written in honour of Ptolemy Alexander, the 
eleventh of the series, and is chiefly in exaggerated praise of 
the splendours of the building. This part of the inscription 
belongs properly to the account of that king’s reign. I take 
up the text where it begins to instruct us, and translate from 
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Diimichen’s version {Zeitsch. fur Aegypt, 1870, p. 3). ‘The 
kings of Upper Egypt, engraven are their foundations upon 
the work, the kings of Lower Egypt, the royal rulers, who have 
built here, their names are incised upon the walls. 

‘ This fair day of the beginning (of the building in the year 
10) of King Ptolemy (III.) Euergetes (I.) a feast of six days 
it was, during which the ground was opened, and the laying of 
the foundation-stone celebrated. The temple of Ra-Harmachis 
was founded, the Edfu of the defender of his father. The king 
himself in company with the goddess Safech (i,e. after careful 
deliberation, for she is the goddess of wisdom) was occupied 
in laying the basis of the adytum within and of its side 
chambers, in the situation determined by the wise, with all 
that is necessary according to the mind of Thoth. [Here 
follows a passage not translatable which talks of Ptah as chief 
architect. Of course there could hardly be an Egyptian text 
of the kind without a confusion of gods.] So was the temple 
finished, the inner sanctuary was being completed for the 
golden Horus up to the year 10, month Epeiph t^ie 7th day, 
in the time of King Ptolemy (IV.) Philopator. [So far the 
building had continued for twenty-five years.] 

‘ The wall in it was adorned with fair writing with the great 
name of his majesty and with pictures of the gods and goddesses 
of Edfu, and its great gateway completed, and the double doors 
of its broad chamber up to the year 1 6 of his majesty [Philo- 
pator]. 

‘ Then there broke out a revolution, and it happened that 
bands of the insurgents hid themselves there in the interior of 
the temple, while the revolution raged both north and south of 
it. But in year 19 of the reign of the deceased king Ptolemy 
Epiphanes (V.) the king was victorious, and crushed the 
revolution in the land ; officially entered is his name, behold it, 
on the temple. 

‘ In the year 5 Tybi i of his beloved son, the deceased 
king Ptolemy Philometor (VII., if we count the merely nominal 
Elupator as VI.), there was set up the greatVooden gate in the 
hall of the great victor, and the double doors of the Hai-hall 
(the second hall with twelve pillars), also the work was taken 
up again in the inside of the Chamber of Arms in the year 30 
of this king. 
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‘ The completing of the inscriptions carved upon the stone, 
with the adorning of the walls with gold and colours, with the 
carpentry of the doors, with the making of the door lintels of 
good bronze, with the door-posts and locks, with the laying of 
gold plates on the doors, with the completing of the inner 
’ tern pk* house, lasted till the i8th of Mesore in the 28th year 
of the deceased king Ptolemy Euergetes II. (IX.) and his wife, 
the regent Cleopatra — in all 95 years, from the ceremony of 
the first hammer-stroke to the feast of the formal entrance-pro- 
cession, the feast of the dedication by his majesty to his divine 
lord, Horus of Edfu, etc., etc., the great Techu-feast, the like 
of which has not been from the creation of the world to this 
day. [Then follows a description of the festivities — sacrifices, 
feasting, lavish supply of wine and unguents, brilliant lighting, 
and reckless enjoyment.] The god of Edfu has taken pos- 
session of his adytum [ — date, year 30, month Payni 9], the 
feast of the union of the moon-god Osiris with the sun-god Ra 
which lasts six days, they began the building of the Chent-hall 
(the great kail of eightc^m pillars), and the roof of the lord of 
heaven. It was finished in the year 46, i8th of Mesore, 16 
years, 2 months, and i o days after the foundation ; and the 
fair feast in this house, when the great name of his majesty 
was inscribed full in the year 48. 

‘At the close of his life, in the year 54 of this king, on the 
1 1 til of Payni, was laid the foundation of the great circuit- wall, 
and the Pylons of the entrance. As they were busy with this 
foundation the king died, and his eldest son succeeded to the 
throne. Engraved with his name is tlie outer wall of the front 
hall, as king of Upper and Lower Egypt, Ptolemy (X.) Philo- 
metor Soter (II.) 

[Here a passage in the text has been broken away] — 
inscribed is his name upon the circuit-wall as King Ptolemy 
(XI.) Alexander (I.) ‘He fled to Arabia, and his elder brother 
resumed his sway in Egypt ; for the second time he obtained 
the diadem as Lord^of the Sun. 

‘ These are the monuments of these deceased kings. Your 
divine souls are in heaven with the sun-god Ra, lasting are 
your bodies in the grave. Ye walk upon the way in the broad 
hall of double justice, the judges of the dead justify you with 
Osiris, lasting are your images upon earth, and your heirs are 

R 
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upon their throne. Horus of Edfu, the god Api, Lord of 
heaven, who flames in the horizon, he beholds his house, he 
knows his beloved son King Ptolemy (X.) Soter Philometor 
(II.), he establishes him upon his throne for ever.’ 

The fact that Ptolemy III. was the real founder is also ex- 
plicitly stated in the sister inscription on the east outer wall 
describing the building. 



(Two forms). 



CHAPTER VII 

PTOLEMY IV. (pHILOPATOR), 2 2 2-205 B.C. 

§ 150. At last we emerge from stumbling about amid 
darkness and uncertainty into the light thrown by Polybius 
upon the history of Egypt. He tells 
us that the proper commencement of 
his work* is at the vwld- moment of 
the accession of Philip V. of Mace- 
don, of Antioch us the Great, and of 
Ptolemy Philopator, and though he 
gives us many retrospects of previous 
events, they are only intended to illus- 
trate the rise either of the Roman 
power, or of the Achaean League, 
with which Egypt was but little con- 
cerned. But now he commences to 
give us details, of which the following well-known passage 
(v. 34) is a specimen : — 

Immediately after his father’s death, Ptolemy Philopator 
put his brother Magas and his partisans to death, aiW took 
possession of the throne of Egypt. He thought that he had 
now freed himself by this act from domestic danger ; and that 
by the deaths of Antigonus and Seleucus, and their being 
respectively succeeded by mere children like Antiochus and 
Philip, fortune had released him from danger abroad. He 
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therefore felt secure of his position and began conducting his«» 
reign as though it were a pei-petual feast. He would attend 
to no business, and would hardly grant an interview to the 
officials about the court, or at the head of the administrative 
departments in Egypt. Even his agents abroad found him 
entirely careless and indifferent ; though his predecessors, far 
from taking less interest in foreign affairs, had generally given 
them precedence over those of Egypt itself. For being masters 
of Coele- Syria and Cyprus, they maintained a threatening 
attitude towards the kings of Syria, both by land and sea ; 
and were also in a commanding position in regard to the 
princes of Asia, as well as the islands, through their posses- 
sion of the most splendid cities, strongholds, and harbours 
all along the sea- coast from Pamphylia to the Hellespont 
and the district round Lysimachia. Moreover they were 
favourably placed for an attack upon Thrace and Macedonia 
from their possession of Aenus, Maroneia, and more distant 
cities still. And having thus stretched forth their hands to 
remote regions, and long ago strengtl^ened their position by 
a ring of princedoms, these kings had never been anxious 
about their rule in Egypt ; and had naturally, therefore, given 
great attention to foreign politics. But when Philopator, 
absorbed in unworthy intrigues, and senseless and continual 
drunkenness, treated these several branches of government 
with equal indifference, it was naturally not long before more 
than one was found to lay plots against his life as well as his 
power : of whom the first was Cleomqpes, the Spartan. ^ 

Concerning the death of Cleomenes we have further the 
affecting narrative of Plutarch, in one of the most brilliant 
of his Lives, 

Cleomenes, therefore, gave up all thought of asking for ships 
and soldiers from the king. But receiving news that Antigonus 
was dead, that the Achaeans were engaged^ in a war with the 
Aetolians, and that the affairs of Peloponnesus, being now in 
very great distraction and disorder, required and invited his 
assistance, he desired leave to depart only with his friends, but 

' The many passages from Polybius which I quote are mainly from 
the excellent translation of Mr. Shuckburgh (Macmillan 1889). 
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could not obtain that, the king not so much as hearing his 
petition, being shut up amongst his women, and wasting his 
hours in bacchanalian rites and drinking parties. But Sosibius, 
the chief minister and counsellor of state, thought that Cleo- 
menes, being detained against his will, would grow ungovern- 
able and dangerous, and yet that it was not safe to let him go, 
as he was an aspiring, daring man, and well acquainted with 
the diseases and weakness of the kingdom. For neither could 
presents and gifts conciliate or content him ; but even as 
Apis, while living in all possible plenty and apparent delight, 
yet desires to live as nature would provide for him, to range at 
liberty, and bound about the fields, and can scarce endure to 
be under the priests’ keeping, so he could not brook their 
courtship and soft entertainment, but sat like Achilles, 

and languished far, 

Desiring battle and the shout of war. 

His affairs standing in this condition, Nicagoras, the Mes- 
senian, came to Alexandria, a man that deeply hated Cleomenes, 
yet pretended to be his friend ; for he had formerly sold Cleo- 
menes a fair estate, but never received the money, because 
Cleomenes was cither unable, as it may be, or else, by reason 
of his engagement in the wars and other distractions, had no 
opportunity to pay him. Cleomenes, seeing him landing, for 
he was then walking upon the quay, kindly saluted him, 
and asked what business brought him to Egypt. Nicagoras 
returned his compliment, and told him, that he came to bring 
some excellent war-horses to the king. And Cleomenes, with 
a smile subjoined, ‘ 1 could wish you had rather brought 
young boys and music-girls ; for those now are the king’s 
chief occupation.’ Nicagoras at the moment smiled at the con- 
ceit ; but a few days after, he put Cleomenes in mind of the 
estate that he had bought of him, and desired his money, pro- 
testing that he would not have troubled him, if his merchandise 
had turned out a? profitable as he had thought it would. Cleo- 
menes replied, that he had nothing left of all that had been 
given him. At which answer Nicagoras, being nettled, told 
Sosibius Cleomenes’ scoff upon the king. He was delighted 
to receive the information ; but desiring to have some greater 
reason to excite the king against Cleomenes, persuaded 
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Nicagoras to leave a letter written against Cleomenes, im- 
porting that he had a design, if he could have gotten ships 
and soldiers, to surprise Cyrcne. Nicagoras wrote such a 
letter, and left Egypt. Four days after, Sosibius brought the 
letter to Ptolemy, pretending it was just then delivered him, 
and excited the young man’s fear and anger ; upon which it 
was agreed, that Cleomenes should be invited into a large 
house, and treated as formerly, but not suffered to go out 
again. 

This usage was grievous to Cleomenes, and another incident 
that occurred, made him feel his hopes to be yet more entirely 
overcast. Ptolemy, the son of Chrysermas, a favourite of the 
king, had always shown civility to Cleomenes ; there was a 
considerable intimacy between them, and they had been used 
to talk freely together about the state. He, upon Cleomenes’ 
desire, came to him, and spoke to him in fair terms, softening 
down his suspicions and excusing the king’s conduct. But as 
he went out again, not knowing that Cleomenes followed him 
to the door, he severely reprimanded « the keepers for their 
carelessness in looking after ‘ so great and so furious a wild 
beast.’ This Cleomenes himself heard, and retiring before 
Ptolemy perceived it, told his friends what had been said. 
Upon this they cast off all former hopes and determined for 
violent proceedings, resolving to be revenged on Ptolemy for 
his base and unjust dealing, to have satisfaction for the affronts, 
to die as it became Spartans, and not stay till, like fatted 
victims, they were butchered. For it was both grievous and 
dishonourable for Cleomenes, who had scorned to come to 
terms with Antigonus, a brave warrior, and a man of action, to 
wait an effeminate king’s leisure, till he should lay aside his 
timbrel and end his dance, and then kill him. 

These courses being resolved on, and Ptolemy happening 
at the same time to make a progress to Canopus, they first 
spread abroad a report, that his freedom was ordered by the 
king, and, it being the custom for the kingr to send presents 
and an entertainment to those whom he would free, Cleo- 
menes’ friends made that provision, and sent it into the 
prison, thus imposing upon the keepers, who thought it had 
been sent by the king. For he sacrificed, and gave them 
large portions, and with a garland upon his head, feasted and 
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made merry with his friends. It is said that he began the 
action sooner than he designed, having understood that a 
servant who was privy to the plot, had gone out to visit a 
mistress that he loved. This made him afraid of a discovery ; 
and therefore, as soon as it was full noon, and all the keepers 
sleeping off their wine, he put on his coat, and opening the 
seam to bare his right shoulder, with his drawn sword in his 
hand, he issued forth, together with his friends provided in the 
same manner, making thirteen in all. One of them, by name 
Hippitas, was lame, and followed the first onset very well, but 
when he presently perceived that they were more slow in their 
advances for his sake, he desired them to run him through, 
and noi ruin their enterprise by staying for a useless, unprofit- 
able man. By chance an Alexandrian was then riding by the 
door ; him they threw off, and setting Hippitas on horseback, 
ran through the streets, and proclaimed liberty to the people. 
But they, it seems, had courage enough to praise and admire 
Cleomenes’ daring, but not one had the heart to follow and 
assist hint. Three of them fell on Ptolemy, the son of Chrys- 
ermas, as he was coming out of the palace, and killed him. 
Another Ptolemy, the officer in charge of the city, advancing 
against them in a chariot, they set upon, dispersed his guards 
and attendants, and pulling him out of the chariot, killed him 
upon the spot. Then they made towards the castle, designing 
to break open the prison, release those who were confined, and 
avail themselves of their numbers ; but the keepers were too 
quick for them, and secured the passages. Being baffled in 
this attempt, Cleomenes with his company roamed about the 
city, none joining with him, but all retreating from and flying 
his approach. Therefore, despairing of success, and saying to 
his friends, that it was no wonder that women ruled over men 
that were afraid of liberty, he bade them all die as bravely as 
became his followers and their own past actions. This said, 
Hippitas was first, as he desired, run through by one of the 
younger men, ar^ then each of them readily and resolutely 
fell upon his own sword, except Panteus, the same who first 
surprised Megalopolis. This man, being of a very handsome 
person, and a great lover of the Spartan discipline, the king 
had made his dearest friend ; and he now bade him, when 
he had seen him and the rest fallen, die by their example. 
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Panteus walked over them as they lay, and pricked every one 
with his dagger, to try whether any was alive, when he pricked 
Cleomenes in the ankle, and saw him turn upon his back, he 
kissed him, sat down by him, and when he was quite dead, 
covered up the body, and then killed himself over it. 

Concerning Sosibios,^ we must add for completeness 
sake a fragment from Polybius’ fifteenth book,^ telling us 
that Sosibios, the pseudZ-steward of Ptolemy, seems to have 
been ‘ a wily old baggage (o-kcuo? dy^tvow /cat TroX.vxp6vLov) 
and most mischievous to the kingdom, and first he planned 
the murder of Lysimachus, who was the son of Arsinoe 
(daughter of Lysimachus) and of Ptolemy,^ secondly of 
Magas the son of Ptolemy and Berenike daughter of Magas 
[hence the king’s full-brother], thirdly of Berenike daughter 
of Ptolemy [rather of Magas] and mother of Philopator,^ 
fourthly of Cleomenes the Spartan, fifthly of Arsinoe 
daughter of Berenike [the king’s sister and wife].’ It is 
probably this foul catalogue of crimes which makes Strabo 
select this reign ^ and the ninth as the worst among the 
evil series of the later Ptolemies ; and so dangers began to 
thicken about the kingdom of Egypt, which had been kept 
far off by the energy and wisdom of the first three sovrans. 

^ Of course his influence abroad was great, and hence it has been 
conjectured that he is the Sosibios son of Dioscurides the Alexandrian 
who receives city-rights and other honours from Orchomeiios, Tanagra, 
and Knidos in extant inscriptions, Cf. BCHiox 1880, pp. 97-98, where 
Foucart compares these texts. 

® c. 25, ed. Hultsch. 

® Philadelphus, hence the present king’s uncle. Cf. above § 85, 
whence it appears he was o-rparriyds at Koptos. ^ 

* A proverb (eiff'ovs 6 (r^d/crys) is explained by Zenobius (iii. 94) with 
the remark that the ejueen was given over to Sosibios, who kept her in 
such close confinement, that the high-spirited woman committed suicide 
by poison. 

® Cp. xvii. I, § fi. In this opinion Justin’s authorities evidently 
coincided. 
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Yet Philopator was no child. He must have been over 
twenty-four years old; he had been associated, though 
perhaps only nominally, with his father in the government ; 
he had been educated by the best man of his time, Erato- 
sthenes. His very title is said to signify ‘ the son designated 
for the throne by his father.’ ^ 

§ 1 5 1. After the abortive attempt of Cleomenes, which 
can hardly be called a serious danger, came the attack on 
Coele-Syria by the active and energetic Antiochus, known 
afterwards as Antiochus the Great. This prince, suc- 
ceeding at an early age — he was not twenty-one — whereas 
the new Ptolemy was twenty-five, found himself beset by 
many dangers, the revolt of his eastern provinces under 
Molo, that of Asia Minor under his uncle Achaeus, and 
yet was already taking measures for the re-conquest of 
Coele-Syria, when these other dangers stayed his hand. 
But the wickedness of old Sosibios, who evidently could not 
tolerate any influence near the throne but his own, had 
furnished Antiochus with a traitor to help him. ‘ Theo- 
dotus, the Aetolian,2 governor of Coele-Syria, despising 
the king for his vices, and mistrusting his court — because 
recently, after serving the king ably, especially in repulsing 
the first movements of Antiochus against his province, he 
not only had received no thanks, but even narrowly escaped 
with his life, when summoned to Alexandria — for these 
reasons undertook to confer with Antiochus, and hand 
him over the cities of Coele-Syria.’ 

Antiochus, in spite of his activity, his success in crush- 
ing the revolt of^his eastern provinces, and still more his 
good fortune in getting rid of his grand vizier Hermeias,^ 
was at some loss which enemy to attack next, for on the 

^ Cf. Wilamowitz Weihgesclienk p. 16, and the quotations there. 

2 Polybius V. 40. ® Ibid. 56. 
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north-west his uncle Achaeus had assumed the diadem and 
title of king in Asia Minor — perhaps at the instigation of 
Ptolemy's advisers ; on the south he had pressing invitations 
from Theodotus to make no delay in occupying the Syrian 
cities ready to receive him. As, however, it transpired that 
the troops of Achaeus, when marched as far as Lycaonia, 
showed plainly that they would proceed no further against 
their legitimate sovran, Asia Minor evidently afforded no 
pressing danger, and so Antiochus set himself to attack 
Ptolemy. 

His first great success was the capture of Seleukeia 
at the mouth of the Orontes, which had been occupied 
by an Egyptian garrison since the victorious campaign 
of Euergetes in 246 n.c. Polybius^ describes at length 
the capture of this all-important fortress, the possession 
of which by Egypt was a standing disgrace to Syria ; then 
he recounts the first victorious campaign of Antiochus 
against Nicolaus, Ptolemy's new general in Coele-Syria, 
and the occupation of Tyre and Ptolemais by the treachery 
of Theodotus. We cannot do better than let Polybius 
tell the sequel. 

§ 152. Being informed that Ptolemy had come out against 
him, and had reached Memphis, and that all his forces were 
collected at Pelusium, and were opening the sluices, and filling 
up the wells of drinking water, he abandoned the idea of 
attacking Pelusium ; but making a progress through the 
several cities, endeavoured to win them over by force or 
persuasion to his authority. Some of th§ less fortified cities 
were overawed at his approach and mad^ no difficulty about 
submitting, but others trusting to their fortifications or the 

^ v. 59 sq. I am not aware that any modern researches have been 
made to verify Polybius’ description of the remarkable site of this city. 
Though many earthquakes may have increased the difficulties of doing 
so, it ought to be a tempting problem for an explorer. 
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strength of their situations held out ; and to these he was 
forced to lay regular siege and so wasted considerable time. 

Though treated with such flagrant perfidy, Ptolemy was so 
feeble, and his neglect of all military preparations had been so 
great, that the idea of protecting his rights with the sword, 
which was his most obvious duty, never occurred to him. 

Agathocles and Sosibius, however, the leading ministers 
in the kingdom at that time, took counsel together and did 
the best they could with the means at their disposal, in view 
of the existing crisis. They resolved to devote themselves to 
the preparations for war ; and, meanwhile, to try to retard 
the advance of Antiochus by embassies : pretending to confirm 
him in ihe opinion he originally entertained about Ptolemy, 
namely, that the latter would not venture to fight, but would 
trust to negotiations, and the interposition of common friends, 
to induce him to evacuate Coele-Syria. Having determined 
upon this policy, Agathocles and Sosibius, to whom the whole 
business was entrusted, lost no time in sending their ambassa- 
dors to Antiochus : and at the same time they sent messages 
to Rhodes, Byzantium, and Cyzicus, not omitting the Aetolians, 
inviting them to send commissioners to discuss the terms of 
a treaty. The commissioners duly arrived, and by occupying 
the time with going backwards and forwards between the tw^o 
kings, abundantly secured to these statesmen the two things 
which they wanted, — delay, and time to make their preparations 
for war. They fixed their residence at Memphis and there 
carried on these negotiations continuously. Nor were they 
less attentive to the ambassadors from Antiochus, whom they 
received with every mark of courtesy and kindness. But 
meanwhile they were calling up and collecting at Alexandria 
the mercenaries whom they had on service in towns outside 
Egypt ; were despatching men to recruit foreign soldiers ; and 
were collecting provisions both for the troops they already 
possessed, and for Ihose that were coming in. No less active 
were they in everji other department of the military prepara- 
tions. They took turns in going on rapid and frequent visits 
to Alexandria, to see that 'the supplies should in no point be 
inadequate to the undertaking before them. The manufacture 
of arms, the selection of men, and their division into com- 
panies, they committed to the care of Echecrates of Thessaly 
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and Phoxidas of Melita. With these they associated Eury- 
lochus of Magnesia, and Socrates of Boeotia, who were also 
joined by Cnopias of Allaria. By the greatest good fortune 
they had got hold of these officers, who, while serving with 
Demetrius and Antigonus,i had acquired some experience of 
real war and actual service in the field. Accordingly they 
took command of the assembled troops, and made the best of 
them by giving them the training of soldiers. 

Their first measure was to divide them according to their 
country and age, and to assign to each division its appropriate 
arms, taking no account of what they had borne before. Next 
they broke up their battalions and muster rolls, which had 
been formed on the basis of their old system of pay, and 
formed them into companies adapted to the immediate purpose. 
Having effected this they began to drill the men ; habituating 
them severally not only to obey the words of command, but 
also to the proper management of their weapons. They also 
frequently summoned general meetings at headquarters, and 
delivered speeches to the men. The most useTul in this 
respect were Andromachus of Aspendus and Polycrates of 
Argos ; because they had recently crossed from Greece, and 
were still thoroughly imbued with the Greek spirit, and the 
military ideas prevalent in the several states. Moreover, they 
were illustrious on the score of their private wealth, as well 
as on that of their respective countries ; to which advantages 
Polycrates added those of an ancient family, and of the 
reputation obtained by his father Mnasiades as an athlete. 
By private and public exhortations these officers inspired their 
men with zeal and enthusiasm for the struggle which awaited 
them. 

All these officers, too, had commands in the army 
suited to their particular accomplishments. Eurylochus of 
Magnesia commanded about three thousand men of what were 
called in the royal armies the Agema, or^fluard ; Socrates of 
Boeotia had two thousand light-armed troo^ under him ; while 
the Achaean Phoxidas, and Ptolemy the son of Thraseas, and 
Andromachus of Aspendus were -associated in the duty of 
drilling the phalanx and the mercenary Greek soldiers on the 
same ground, — Andromachus and Ptolemy commanding the 

* That is, Demetrius II. and Antigonus Doson. 
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phalanx, Phoxidas the mercenaries ; of which the numbers 
were respectively twenty-five thousand and eight thousand. 
The cavalry, again, attached to the court, amounting to seven 
hundr^, as well as that which was obtained from Libya or 
enlisted in the country, were being trained by Polycrates, and 
> were under his personal command : amounting in all to about 
three thousand men. In the actual campaign the most 
effective service was perfonned by Echecrates of Thessaly, by 
whom the Greek cavalry, which, with the whole body of 
mercenary cavalry, amounted to two thousand men, was 
splendidly trained. No one took more pains with the men 
under his command than Cnopias of Allaria. He commanded 
all the Cretans, who numbered three thousand, and among 
them a thousand Neo-Cretans, over whom he had set Philo 
of Gnossus. They also armed three thousand Libyans in the 
Macedonian fashion, who were commanded by Ammonius of 
Barce. The Egyptians themselves supplied twenty thousand 
soldiers to the phalanx, and were under the command of 
Sosibius. •A body of iliracians and Gauls was also enrolled, 
four thousand being taken from settlers in the country and 
their descendants, while two thousand had been recently en- 
listed and brought over : and these were under the command 
of Dionysius of Thrace.^ Such in its numbers, and in the 
variety of the elements of which it was composed, was the 
force which was being got ready for Ptolemy. 

Meanwhile Antiochus had been engaged in the siege 
of Dura ^ : but the strength of the place and the support given 
it by Nicolaus prevented him from effecting anything ; and as 
the winter was closing in, he agreed with the ambassadors of 
Ptolemy to a suspension of hostilities for four months, and 
promised that he would discuss the whole question at issue in 
a friendly spirit. But he was as far as possible from being 

^ Thracians we know as settlers long before, but if Gauls were 
indeed so establishe(T, it was a great novelty. I suppose the two 
thousand imported t^ have been Gauls, while the four thousand were 
either kXripovxoL or rijs iTriyovrjSf viz. the children of privileged 
foreigners born in the country. Cf. Addit, Note p. 491. 

* Two different towns of this name had already been mentioned 
(cc. 48, 52). This Dura or Dora appears to be in Phoenicia; but 
nothing is known of it. 




254 


THE EMPIRE OF THE PTOLEMIES 


CHAP. 


sincere in this negotiation : his real object was to avoid being 
detained any length of time from his own country, and to be 
able to place his troops in winter quarters in Seleucia ; because 
Achaeus was now notoriously plotting against him, and without 
disguise co-operating •with Ptolemy. So having come to this 
agreement, Antiochus dismissed the ambassadors with injunc- 
tions to acquaint him as soon as possible with the decision of 
Ptolemy, and to meet him at Seleucia. He then placed the 
necessary guards in the various strongholds, committed to 
Theodotus the command-in-chief over them all, and returned 
home. On his arrival at Seleucia he distributed his forces 
into their winter quarters ; and from that time forth took no 
pains to keep the mass of his army under discipline, being 
persuaded that the business would not call for any more fight- 
ing ; because he was already master of some portions of 
Coele-Syria and Phoenicia, and expected to secure the rest 
by voluntary submission or by diplomacy : for Ptolemy, he 
believed, would not venture upon a general engagement. This 
opinion was shared also by the ambassadors : becau*;e Sosibius 
fixing his residence at Memphis conducted his negotiations 
with them in a friendly manner ; while he prevented those who 
went backwards and forwards to Antiochus from ever becoming 
eye-witnesses of the preparations that were being carried on 
at Alexandria. Nay, even by the time that the ambassadors 
arrived, Sosibius was already prepared for every eventuality. 

§ 1 53. Meanwhile Antiochus was extremely anxipus to have 
as much the advantage over the government of Alexandria in 
diplomatic argument as he had in arms. Accordingly when 
the ambassadors arrived at Seleucia, and both parties began, 
in accordance with the instructions of Sosibius, to discuss the 
clauses of the proposed arrangement in detail, the king made 
very light of the loss recently sustained by Ptolemy, and the 
injury which had been manifestly inflicted upon him by the 
existing occupation of Coele-Syria ; and in the pleadings on 
this subject he refused to look upon this transaction in the 
light of an injury at all, alleging that the^places belonged to 
him by right. He asserted that the original occupation of the 
country by Antigonus the One-eyed, and the royal authority 
exercised over it by Scleucus,^ constituted an absolutely 

^ Above, § 43. 
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decisive and equitable title, in virtue of which Coele-Syria 
belonged of right to himself and not to Ptolemy ; for Ptolemy 
I. went to war with Antigonus with the view of annexing this 
country, not to his own government, but to that of Seleucus. 
But, above all, he pressed the convention entered into by the 
three kings, Cassander, Lysimachus, and Seleucus, when, after 
having conquered Antigonus,^ they deliberated in common 
upon the arrangements to be made, and decided that the whole 
of Syria should belong to Seleucus. The commissioners of 
Ptolemy endeavoured to establish the opposite case. They 
magnified the existing injury, and dilated on its hardship ; 
asserting that the treason of Theodotus and the invasion of 
Antiochus amounted to a breach of treaty- rights. They 
alleged the possession of these places in the reign of Ptolemy, 
aon of Lagus ; and tried to show that Ptolemy had joined 
Seleucus in the war on the understanding that he was to invest 
Seleucus with the government of the whole of Asia, but was 
to take Coele-Syria and Phoenicia for himself. 

Such yere the arguments brought forward by the two 
contracting parties in the course of the embassies and counter- 
embassies and conferences. There was no prospect, however, 
of arriving at any result, because the controversy was conducted, 
not by the principals, but by the common friends of both ; and 
there was no one to intervene authoritatively to check and 
control the caprice of the party which they might decide to be 
in the wrong. But what caused the most insuperable difficulty 
was the matter of Achaeus. For Ptolemy was eager that the 
terms of the treaty should include him : while Antiochus would 
not allow the subject to be so much as mentioned ; and was 
indignant that Ptolemy should venture to protect rebels, or 
bring such a point into the discussion at all. 

The approach of spring found both sides weary of 
negotiations, and with no prospect of coming to a conclusion. 
Antiochus therefore began collecting his forces, with a view 
of making an invasion by land and sea, and completing his 
conquest of Coel8- Syria. On his part Ptolemy gave the 
supreme management of the war to Nicolaus, sent abundant 
provisions to Gaza, and despatched land and sea forces. The 
arrival of these reinforcements gave Nicolaus courage to enter 

^ Above, § 41. 
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upon the war, the commander of the navy promptly co- 
operating with him in carrying out all his orders. This 
admiral was Perigenes, whom Ptolemy sent out in command 
of the fleet, consisting of thirty fully-decked ships and more 
than four thousand ships of burden. Nicolaus was by birth 
an Aetolian, and was the boldest and most experienced offlcer 
in the service of Ptolemy. With one division of his army he 
hastened to seize the pass at Platanus ; with the rest, which 
he personally commanded, he occupied the environs of Por- 
phyrion ; and there prepared to resist the invasion of the 
king : the fleet being also anchored close to him. 

§ 154. Then follows the campaign of Antiochus against 
the Ptolemaic generals in Syria and Palestine, which ended 
by his taking the upper country and advancing his next 
winter quarters to Ptolcmais. The following spring (217 
B.c.) brought the decision. 

At the beginning of the following ^spring, haviif^^ all pre- 
parations for war completed, Antiochus and Ptolemy determined 
to bring their claims to Coele-Syria to the decision of a battle. 
Ptolemy accordingly set out from Alexandria with seventy 
thousand infantry, five thousand cavalry, and seventy- three 
elephants. Being informed of his approach, Antiochus drew 
his forces together. These consisted of Daae, Carmani, and 
Cilicians, equipped as light-armed troops to the number of about 
five thousand, under the charge and command of Byttacus the 
Macedonian. Under Theodotus, the Aetolian, who had de- 
serted from Ptolemy, were ten thousand picked men from the 
whole kingdom, armed in the Macedonian fashion, most of 
whom had silver shields. The number of the phalanx was 
twenty thousand, and they were led by Nicarchus and Theo- 
dotus Hemiolius. In addition to these there were Agrianes 
and Persians, who were either bowmen or slingers, to the 
number of two thousand. With them ,were a thousand 
Thracians, under the command of Menedemus of Alabanda. 
There was also a mixed force of Medes, Cissians, Cadusians, 
and Carmanians, amounting to five thousand men, who were 
assigned to the chief command of Aspasianus the Mede. 
Certain Arabians also and men of neighbouring tribes, to 
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the number of ten thousand, were commanded by Zabdibelus. 
The mercenaries from Greece amounting to five thousand were 
led by Hippolochus of Thessaly. Antiochus had also fifteen 
hundred Cretans who came with Eurylochus, and a thousand 
Neo-Cretans commanded by Zelys of Gortyn ; with whom 
were five hundred javelin -men of Lydia, and a thousand 
Card.iocs who came with Lysimachus the Gaul. The entire 
number of his horse was six thousand ; four thousand were 
commanded by the king^s nephew Antipater, the rest by 
Themison : so that the whole number of Antiochus’ force 
was sixty-two thousand infantry, six thousand cavalry, and one 
hundred and two elephants. 

Having marched to Pelusium Ptolemy made his first halt 
in that town : and having been there joined by the stragglers, 
and having given out their rations of corn to his men, he got 
the army in motion, and led them by a line of march which 
goes through the waterless region skirting Mount Casius and 
the Marshes.^ On the fifth day’s march he reached his 
destinatioij, and pitch rd his camp a distance of fifty stades 
from Raphia, which is the first city of Coele- Syria towards 
Egypt. 

While Ptolemy was effecting this movement Antiochus 
arrived with his army at Gaza, where he was joined by some 
reinforcements, and once more commenced his advance, 
proceeding at a leisurely pace. He passed Raphia and 
encamped about ten stades from the enemy. For a while the 
two armies preserved this distance, and remained encamped 
opposite each other. But after some few days, wishing to remove 
to more advantageous ground and to inspire confidence in his 
troops, Antiochus pushed forward his camp so much nearer 
Ptolemy, that the palisades of the two camps were not more 
than five stades from each other ; and while in this position, 
there were frequent struggles at the watering-places and on 
forays, as well as infantry and cavalry skirmishes in the space 
between the camps. 

In the course •of these proceedings Theodotus conceived 
and put into execution an enterprise, very characteristic of an 
Aetolian, but undoubtedly requiring great personal courage. 
Having formerly lived at Ptolemy’s court he knew the king’s 


^ Called Barathra. See Strabo xvii. i, 21. 
S 
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tastes and habits. Accordingly, accompanied by two others, 
he entered the enemy’s camp just before daybreak ; where, 
owing to the dim light, he could not be recognised by his 
face, while his dress and other accoutrements did not render 
him noticeable, owing to the variety of costume prevailing 
in both armies. He had marked the position of the 
king’s tent during the preceding days, for the skirmishes took 
place quite close ; and he now walked boldly up to it, and 
passed through all the outer ring of attendants without being 
observed : but when he came to the tent in which the king was 
accustomed to transact business and dine, though he searched 
it in every conceivable way, he failed to find the king ; for 
Ptolemy slept in another tent, separate from the public and 
official tent. He however wounded two men. who were sleep- 
ing there, and killed Andreas, the king’s physician ; and then 
returned safely to his own camp, without meeting with apy 
molestation, except just as he was passing over the vallum of 
the enemy’s camp. As far as daring went, he had fulfilled his 
purpose : but he had failed in prudence by not taking the 
precaution to ascertain where Ptolemy was accustomed to 
sleep. 

§ 155. After being encamped opposite each other for five 
days, the two kings resolved to bring matters to the decision of 
battle. And upon Ptolemy beginning to move his army out- 
side its camp, Antiochus hastened to do the same. Both 
formed their centre with their phalanx and men armed in the 
Macedonian manner. But Ptolemy’s two wings were formed 
as follows : — Poly^'rates, with the cavalry under his command, 
occupied the left, and between him and the phalanx were 
Cretans standing close by the horsemen ; next them came the 
royal guard ; then the peltasts under Socrates, adjoining the 
Libyans armed in Macedonian fashion. On the right wing 
was Echecrates of Thessaly, with his division of cavalry ; on 
his left were stationed Gauls and Thracians ; next them 
Phoxidas and the Greek mercenaries, extending to the 
Egyptian phalanx. Of the elephapjs forty were on the left 
wing, where Ptolemy was to be in person during the battle ; 
the other thirty-three had been stationed in front of the right 
wing opposite the mercenary cavalry. 

Antiochus also placed sixty of his elephants commanded by 
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his foster-brother Philip in front of his right wing, on which 
he was to be present personally, to fight opposite Ptolemy. 
Behind these he stationed the two thousand cavalry com- 
manded by Antipater, and two thousand more at right angles 
to them. In line with the cavalry he placed the Cretans, and 
next them the Greek mercenaries ; with the latter he mixed 
two thousand of these armed in the Macedonian fashion under 
the command of the Macedonian Byttacus. At the extreme 
point of the left wing he placed two thousand cavalry under 
the command of Themison ; by their side Ca^rdacian and 
Lydian javelin-men ; next them the light-armed division of 
three thousand, commanded by Menedemus ; then the Cissians, 
Medes. and Carman ians ; and by their side the Arabians and 
neighbouring peoples who continued the line up to the phalanx. 
The remainder of the elephants he placed in front of his left 
wing under the command of Myiscus, one of the boys about 
the court [royal pages]. 

The two armies having been drawn up in the order I have 
describee^; the kings went along their respective lines, and 
addressed words of encouragement and exhortation to their 
officers and friends. But as they both rested their strongest 
hopes on their phalanx, they showed their greatest earnestness 
and addressed their strongest exhortations to them ; which 
were re-echoed in Ptolemy’s case by Andromachus and Sosi- 
bius and the king’s sister Arsinoe ; in the case of Antiochus 
by Theodotus and Nicarchus : these officers being the com- 
manders of the phalanx in the two armies respectively. The 
substance of what was said on both sides was the same : for 
neither monarch had any glorious or famous achievement of 
his own to quote to those whom he was addressing, seeing that 
they had but recently succeeded to their crowns ; but they 
endeavoured to inspire the men of the phalanx with spirit 
and boldness, by reminding them of the glory of their ancestors, 
and the great deeds performed by them. But they chiefly 
dwelt upon the hopes of advancement which the men might 
expect at their hands in the future ; and they called upon and 
exhorted the leaders and the whole body of men, who were 
about to be engaged, to maintain the fight with a manly and 
courageous spirit. So with these or similar words, delivered by 
their own lips or by interpreters, they rode along their lines. 
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self also. Next morning, however, before daybreak, he led 
out the relics of his army and made the best of his way 
to Gaza. There he pitched a camp : and having sent an 
embassy to obtain leave to pick up his dead, he obtained a 
truce for performing their obsequies. His loss amounted to 
nearly ten thousand infantry and three hundred cavalry killed, 
and four thousand taken prisoners. Three elephants were 
killed on the field, and two died afterwards of their wounds. 
On Ptolemy^s side the losses were fifteen hundred infantry 
and seven hundred cavalry: sixteen of his elephants were 
killed, and most of the others captured. 

Such was the result of the battle of Raphia between kings 
Ptolemy and Antiochus for the possession of Coele-Syria. 

After picking up his dead Antiochus retired with his army 
to his own country : while Ptolemy took over Raphia and the 
other towns without difficulty, all the states vying with each 
other as to which should be first to renew their allegiance 
and come over to him. And perhaps it is the \vay of the 
world everywhere to accommodate on6’s self to circumstances 
at such times ; but it is eminently true of the race inhabiting 
that country, that they have a natural turn and inclination to 
worship success. Moreover it was all the more natural in 
this case, owing to the existing disposition of the people in 
favour of the Alexandrian kings ; for the inhabitants of Coele- 
Syria are somehow always more loyally disposed to this family 
than to any other. Accordingly they now stopped short of no 
extravagance of adulation, honouring Ptolemy with crowns, 
sacrifices, and every possible compliment of the kind. 

Meanwhile Antiochus, on arriving at the city which bears 
his own name, immediately despatched an embassy to Ptolemy, 
consisting of Antipater, his nephew, and Theodotus Hemiolius, 
to treat of a peace, in great alarm lest the enemy should 
advance upon him. For his defeat had inspired him with 
distrust of his own forces, and he was afraid that Achaeus 
would seize the opportunity to attack him? It did not occur 
to Ptolemy to take any of these circumstances into account : 
but being thoroughly satisfied with his unexpected success, 
and generally at his unlooked for acquisition of Coele-Syria, he 
was by no means indisposed to peace ; but even more inclined 
to it than he ought to have been : influenced in that direction 
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by the habitual effeminacy and corruption of his manner of 
life. Accordingly, when Antipater and his colleague arrived, 
after some little bluster and vituperation of Antiochus for what 
had taken place, he agreed to a tnice for a year. He sent 
Sosibius back with the ambassadors to ratify the treaty : while 
he him.^elf, after remaining three months in Syria and Phoenicia, 
and settling the towns, left Andromachus of Aspendus as 
governor of this district, and started with his sister and friends 
for Alexandria : having brought the war to a conclusion in a 
way that surprised his subjects, when they contrasted it with 
the principles according to which he spent the rest of his life. 
Antiochus after exchanging ratifications of the treaty with 
Sosibius, employed himself in making preparations for 
attacking Achaeus, as he had originally begun doing. Such 
was the political situation in Asia. 

§ 157. We have one accidental reference to the king 
in the yeg,r 216 b.c. fiom Livy.^ It is in connexion with 
Decius Magius, who offered so obstinate an opposition to 
Hannibal, when the Capuans joined the Punic side, that 
Hannibal, finding him irreconcilable, put him on board a 
Carthaginian vessel to be sent to Africa : ‘ A tempest drove 
the ships out of their course to Cyrene, which was then in 
the power of the (Egyptian) kings. There Magius, having 
taken refuge at the statue of Ptolemy, was brought by the 
guardians (of the temple) to Alexandria. Whence had 
explained to the king how he was thrown into chains by 
Hannibal contrary to the terms of the treaty (between 
Hannibal and Capua) he was set free, and given leave to 
k return either to Rome or Capua, according to his choice. 
But Magius replied that he was not safe at Capua, and 
that during the ^ar of Rome and Capua, Rome would 
be to him rather the abode of a deserter than of a guest. 
He therefore preferred decidedly to live in the land of 
that sovran, who was the assertor and procurer of his 



264 


THE EMPIRE OF THE PTOLEMIES 


CHAP. 


liberty.^ This is the only glimpse we get of Cyrene for 
many years, and it also shows to us the king of Egypt as 
a fair and sensible man, not a compound of all the vices, 
as the historians tell us. 

The sequel of Philopator’s history is told briefly by * 
Polybius ^ : ‘ But it occurred to Ptolemy straightway (evOms) 
after these conjunctures to be engaged in a war against the 
Egyptians. For the king by arming the natives for the war 
against Antiochus pursued a policy successful at the moment, 
but mischievous in the sequel. The natives being elated 
by their success at Raphia would no longer submit. to his 
commands, but sought a leader and representative, as being 
quite able to help themselves. And they ended by doing 
so, not long after.' Most unfortunately the chapters 
giving the details of this revolt are lost, nor doe% any other 
extant author come to our aid. In *the excerpts from the 
fourteenth book we have but a few words more : ‘ Ptolemy 
after the close of the war about Coele-Syria turned from 
all proper objects to a life of debauchery. But at long 
last (d^€ Se TTore, which hardly agrees with the extract just 
cited) he was forced by circumstances into the war in 
question, which, apart from the mutual cruelty ‘and 
treachery, afforded neither a pitched land nor sea battle, 
nor a siege, nor anything worthy of narration.' Wherefore, 
he adds, it was better to treat it once for all, than to mention 
year by year small and unimportant movements. 

§ 158. So much then we can clearly infer. The first® 
of the great native rebellions broke out in this reign, some 
time after the battle of Raphia, perhafs 213 or 212 b.c. 

It lasted several years, and was evidently a civil war such 

^ V. 107. 

* This may be qualified by what has been said above, §131, regarding 
Euergetes. 
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as the Germans call Bauemkrieg^ with many savage cruel- 
ties committed by the peasants, and by the troops sent to 
reduce them to obedience. In a passage,^ which gives 
some details of the faithlessness of Epiphanes towards 
the native chiefs who had headed the revolt of Lycopolis 
(concerning which more will be said in its place), Polybius 
adds that the course of this later rebellion was much the 
same as the former one, in which Polycrates subdued the 
revolters. This Polycrates is the Argive mercenary leader, 
the friend of Agathocles, frequently mentioned by Polybius 
as acting during Philopator’s reign, as well as during the first 
great revolt under Epiphanes. 

It is to be noted that if Philopator had been married 
at or before his accession, the late birth of his son 
Epiphauips would be »emarkable. Arsinoe figures as already 
possessing great influence in the campaign of Raphia, and 
yet her son was only four or five years old in 205 b.c. 
when his father died.^ 

From this and from the fact that in Polybius^ narrative 
of the campaign she is repeatedly spoken of only as the 
king^s sister^ as well as her long orphanhoods^ I infer that 
her marriage was subsequent, perhaps as late as 212 b.c. 

^ xxii. 7. 

* He seems to have been associated as an infant with his father in 
the throne, according to an inscription from Naukratis published in the 
Amer, Journal of Arch, ii. 2 inrep j9]a<rtXea;s llroX. ^c[oi; | /a]e7aXou 
^CKovaropoi ffcjTrjpos \ Kai viKrjipopov Kai tov viov IlroX. | ^aparidi 
AttoXKcjvi I KOfjLujv A<rK\rjvia5ov \ oiKoyofios rtau Kara 'NavKpaTip, and 
this is supported the demotic contracts cited by Revillout 

iii. 3. 

* Cf. below, p. 276. According to Jacobs and Susemihl, interpreting 
an epigram of Damagetos, she dedicated a lock of hair in the same 
way that her mother did (above, § 126) ; — 

"A/ore/At, rd^a Xaxovo’a Kai dXxiJej'ras 6urroi5s, 
aol t\6kov oUelas rdvde \i\oiT6 KdfiTjs 
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Our Greek authorities tell us little more concerning this 
king than his debauches, and his literary fancies. They 
describe him as having totally abandoned all care of foreign 
affairs, which had been the great glory of his predecessors. 
His subjection to his mistress Agathocleia, and to her 
brother Agathocles, became so complete, that when they 
had put to death his wife Arsinoe, and he shortly after 
died, they seemed to have the whole kingdom in their 
hands. 

But withal he had literary fancies, and was rather 
aesthetical than (as his fathers had been) scientific. He 
composed a play called Adonis^ to which his flatterar 
Agathocles wrote a commentary. He built a temple to 
Homer, which may possibly mark a change in the attitude 
of Alexandrian critics towards the Father of poejry. For 
with the sober and prudent Eratosthenes, still more with 
the brilliant Aristophanes, whose genius was ignored by 
this king, the free-and-easy way of treating Homer with 
emendation and alteration adopted by Zenodotus gave way 
to a reverence for the Father of Greek poetry, and to a 
strict and scientific handling of the difficulties which his 

N* * 

^Apcwdrj, dvdev Trap’ dvdKTopoVf ij UroXeimlov 

vapBivos, IfiipTov Keipafdvri wXoKdfiov (Antkol, vii. 277). 

This fully corroborates my theory in the text, that when setting out for 
the campaign of Raphia, she was still (as Polybius calls her) only the 
king’s sister, and probably very young. Her zeal in encouraging the 
troops is rhetorically exaggerated in the opening of the 3rd Maccabees, 
where indeed the victory is attributed to her efforts : iKav&s ^ ^A. 
imiropevaaiMhTj rds dvvdfien irapexdXei, /uctA oticrov koX daKpBw rods 
TrXofcdjuovs \e\vpL4vrf, ^O7}0€iv iavTots re kuI rois t^kvois /cal yvvai^l 
BappaX^uSf iirayysWo/udvij dibceiv viK'i^ffatriy indffTip SBo iivds xpuirfoi;. 
This author also calls her the king’s sister only, but possibly he is 
copying from Polybius. 

^ Schol. Aristoph. Thesnioph, 1059, who says it was in imitation of 
Euripides. 



VII 


PTOLEMY IV 


267 


language offered to later generations.^ His queen and 
sister Arsinoe was evidently a woman of vigour and of 
character, but she seems to have been unable to control 
her weak and sensual husband. Her child and heir to 
the throne, not born till 210 or 209 b.c., must have been 
welcomed with no ordinary rejoicings. But we hear no 
details concerning this feast. 

§ 159. To the Greek evidence for the dissolute and 
worthless character of the king, there may be added 
the so-called third book of Maccabees, which gives an 
exceedingly turgid account of Philopator^s dealings with 
the Jews. The author, who evidently has good knowledge 
of the king and his history, starts from the circumstances 
following the battle of Raphia, when the king visits Jeru- 
salem, aiad proposes to enter the Holy of Holies, in spite 
of the protest of the high-priest and the whole popula- 
tion. The agitation of the city is described with extra- 
vagant rhetoric; and then by providential interposition 
the king falls in a fit at the very door, and is carried out 
by his attendants, which is urged not only as a proof 
of divine favour, but as the cause of Philopator^s sub- 
sequent hostility to the Jews. 

Nothing is more probable than that this idle and 
sportive king did desire to enter, from mere curiosity, the 
holiest shrine of Jewish religion, and that he was with 
difficulty dissuaded by the uproar which his proposal 
excited. He was not a man of strong resolves, but essen- 
tially an easy-going person, as Polybius repeatedly tells us. 

When he returned home, we hear from the Jewish 
author that he carried with him a rankling spite against 
the chosen people, which he first showed by excluding 
them from court, unless they sacrificed to the king, or 
^ Cf. Susemihl ii. p. 619 on this matter. 
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perhaps to Dionysus, his patron god, also by ordering that 
such as refused should be treated as natives,^ and the 
contumacious even branded with the ivy-leaf of Dionysus, 
while those that recanted and were initiated into the 
mysteries of this god should have equal privileges with the 
Alexandrians.^ The great majority of the nation refuses, 
and accordingly the king, in an obviously concocted docu- 
ment to the * generals and soldiers ^ throughout Egypt, 
states that he had indeed wished to treat the Jews with 
generosity, and had intended to raise them to the citizenship 
of Alexandria and to eligibility for the eponymous priest- 
hood ^ ; but finding that they were irreconcilable, and even 
persecuted the few who had accepted loyally his benefits, 
he is determined, upon this clear evidence, and ‘ providing 
lest if some sudden insurrection may hereafter occqr, he may 
not have this impious people traitors* behind his back,’ to 
have them all, men, women and children, catalogued and 
sent up to Alexandria, there to be put to death. 

§ i6o. I will spare the reader the monstrous details that 
follow, about the failure of papyrus and pens to register the 
vast number of the Jews, about their deportation to the 
hippodrome outside the city, where they were to be trampled 


^ irdPTas Toi/s *lovd. e/s Xaoypaiplap Kal oIk^tlk^p Biddecip 
This means that there was a census and poll-tax according to residence, 
and that this latter could not be changed at will. 

^ tVoTToX/ras 'AXe^apdpevcrip elpcu^ ii. 28-30. 

* So I suppose we should translate iii. 21 ipovXi^Oyifiep Kal Tcikireiai 
aiJro^s *A\€^ap 5 pitap Kara^tCoaai Kal fxerdxovs tup del ie/)e(t)w»' Karaffrijaai 
(though we should have expected Upuavpup, the word lepela is used for 
priesthood in the Canopus inscription, so I have emended this text 
which gives lepiup). The repeated mention of the civic rights of 
the Alexandrians seems to me to corroborate what I have above 
(§51) maintained that this franchise was not ordinary Greek liberty 
or autonomy, but something peculiar and intermediate between that and 
the condition of mere subjects. 
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to death by intoxicated elephants. The king alternates 
feasting with fits of fury against his elephantarch, and after 
sundry providential delays, the elephants turn against their 
own troops. Then the king is converted, and writes 
^ another public letter, much in the style of that of Darius 
in the sixth chapter of the book of Daniel. In con- 
sequence the Jews are all liberated. They hold a great 
feast at ‘ Ptolemais called the rose-bearing from the peculi- 
arity of the place,’ ^ and appoint a feast lasting from 
the 25 th of Pachon to the 4th of Epeiph — forty days 
— ending with the three days of the great crisis and libera- 
tion.2 

The mala fides of the author, and his deliberate in- 
tention to add to the books of Daniel and Esther another 
instance of divine interposition in favour of the chosen 
people, arft plain enopgh. But surely the feast kept by 
the Egyptian Jews at a fixed date cannot be an invention, 
and must point back to some historical origin. The 
author not only knows the habits of the king, his perpetual 
feasting, his devotion to the cult of Dionysus, the strong 
character of his sister Arsinoe, whose activity at the battle 
of Raphia is only overcoloured, but he lets us see plainly 
that the main question with the Jews was that of privi- 
leges. Were they to count as mere natives, and be in- 
cluded in the poll-tax [Xaoypa<\>ia\ or were they to have 
the privileges of Alexandrian Greeks? That Philopator 
in some way injured the condition of the Jews, and that 
’they were concerned in the insurrection of the natives, 
seems very probable; also that the king may have 
demanded some large contribution from them, and 
degraded them upon their refusal. They may have re- 
gained, or obtained, the privilege of Alexandrian citizen- 
^ vii. 17. * vi. 35-41. 
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ship by payment of a large sum of money, of which the 
memory rankled in their hearts, and caused them to regard 
him as a national enemy. 

But to find out the truth from a writer, who deliberately 
conceals it, is not easy. We can assert with confidence , 
that Philopator earned the hostility of that people, and 
that they looked back upon his reign as one of oppression 
and injustice. 

§ 1 6 1. Yet in spite of these documents, there is no 
slight evidence that this king’s reign was not so worthless 
and mischievous as it appears. Had Polybius and Plutarch 
been lost, and inscriptions only been preserved, we should 
have formed quite another picture of Philopator. 

I have already spoken of the earthquake at Rhodes 
and of the great liberality of Egypt, some of which must 
be set down to the present king.^ , Had he reversed the 
policy of his father in this respect, or refused to send the 
subsidies still due to the Rhodians, we may be sure that 
we should have heard of it as another instance of his 
worthlessness. 

There is extant an inscription found at Lesbos ^ which 
shows that his sway still reached to this far island. The 
date is, however, unknown. There is another found on an 
altar at Sestos,^ which shows that at some shrine of the 
Cabiri at Sestos people thought it worth while to honour 
the Egyptian king. There were cities on the coast of 
‘ Asia ’ which recognised his sway to the very end of his 
life, and which were counted part of the empire of his 

^ The long list of the Ptolemaic inscriptionstfound at the temple of 
the Paphian Aphrodite commences with this king ; cf. JHS ix. p. 253. 

^ Published in the BCH iv. 435. 

® Mitth, vi. 208 wep ^aaCKeus IlroX. Kat Pa<ri\i<r(rrfs ApcrivoTfS Oeup 
<t*CKovarop(aVf Kai tov vov {sic) IlroXe/Aatov d€OK rois ep XafiodpaxTit 
Api<rrapxrj MikvOov HepyapLJipri. 
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son.^ Then we hear tHlkt the Romans sent him an embassy 
about the tenth year of his reign, when they were in great 
straits for supplies during the Hannibalic war, to remind 
him of the old alliance made by Philadelphus, and obtain 
^ from him supplies of corn. Livy does not speak of any 
want Oi courtesy or good sense on the part of the king. 
He also mentions that (in 207 b.c.) he joined the Rhodians, 
Athenians and Chians in sending an embassy to offer 
mediation in the war between Philip and the Aetolians, 
probably from apprehension of the Romans, and tells us 
the story of Decius Magius.'^ There is a notable passage 
of Polybius (v. 106) which though primarily intended to 
censure the Athenians, nevertheless shows the high esteem 
in which they held Philopator.^ Again, there was recently 
found in Upper Egypt ^Edfu) a votive inscription of Lichas 
the Acarnsmian, the general sent up by this king to capture 
elephants in far Ethiopia.^ 

As the general Lichas is mentioned (or rather his 
regiment) in the papyri of the early years of Ptolemy III., 
it is very likely that this second expedition of his took 
place during the long preparations for the Syrian War, and 

^ Cf. Polybius xviii. c. i, 14 ; c. 49, 5. Aenos in Thrace had an 
Egyptian governor, Livy xxxi. 16. Livy also mentions the attack (in 
197 B.c.) of Antiochus per omnem oram Ciliciae Lyciaeque et Cariae 
femptaturus urbes quae in dicione Ptolemaei essenty xxxiii. 19. There is 
an inscription showing that he controlled the taxes of Lycia, BCH 
xiv. 162. Cf. Addit, Note pp. 491-2. 

* xxxii. 30. Above, § 157. 

* ® They seem to have called a phyle Ptolemais and a dente Berenikidae 
after Ptolemy III. and his wife, so that they had constant friendly 
relations with Egypt. ^ 

* On this text I have already commented {BCH 1894). It runs as 
follows, being perfectly preserved and complete : paaiXei UrdKeftatui kcu 

I paffiXioffTfi ApaivoTjt Oeois | (piXowarofHn km Sapa^idi km | lari$t 
Ilvppov kKapvoLV 1 arparriyoi aTroaraXeis | eiri nijv $ripap rwv | rw 

(then after a gap) to devrepov. It is now in Mr. Wilbour’s boat on the Nile. 
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that some of the beasts which He brought in ships to 
Alexandria, ran away at the battle of Raphia. 

§ 162. These various scraps of evidence do not indeed 
contradict the estimate in our extant Greek and Jewish 
writers, but they certainly should have led us to assume ^ 
that this king was active in foreign affairs, and occupied in 
pursuing the policy of his predecessors.^ 

When we come to consider the evidences of his build- 
ings in Egypt, this impression is even strengthened. The 
remains of Philopator’s work are more important than 
any left us by his predecessors, and they extend far 
beyond them to that region of the Nile which seems 
hitherto untouched by Ptolemaic influences. Not only 
did he build at Thebes, not only was he the second 
founder of Edfu, and busy at Philae, but he began the 
exquisite little shrine now known as Deyr eDMedineh, 
over against Luxor, In fact we can clearly perceive that 
his architectural activity extended all over Upper Egypt. 

But this is not all. Now for the first time we find 
Ptolemaic cartouches in buildings as far off as Dakkeh, 
fully fifty miles above the First Cataract. They are added 
by Ptolemy Philopator to the inner shrine or adytum 
built by the Nubian king Ergamenes, who, as Diodorus 
tells us, 2 broke through the bondage of the priests, and 

^ It is not impossible that some of the bad impressions produced upon 
posterity were due to the anecdotic sketches of the life of Philopator by 
Ptolemy the Megalopolitan, an able governor of Cyprus under this 
king, also employed by his successor, who may have permitted himself 
to use very free language as regards his former master. For the book 
must certainly have appeared during the reig^, of Epiphanes. The 
impression produced by the writer was that he himself had deteriorated 
with age, as Polybius observes. The evidence is gathered by Susemihl 
i. 905, but consists only in this remark of Polybius (xviii. 55) and 
some anecdotes quoted by Athenaeus. 

2 iii. 6. 
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being educated in Hellenic learning, would not obey their 
summons to put himself to death. 

§ 163. Diodorus says he lived in the time of the second 
Ptolemy, which seems to me wrong for the following 
Reasons. The naos built by Ergamenes (Arkamen beloved 
of Isis) tells how the Pharaoh (Per-a-a) gives him the 
countries of the south. The gods and goddesses of Nubia, 
and the deified Nile are offering him gifts. Unfortunately 
he does not specify the Pharaoh in question. But the 
cartouches assumed by Ergamenes, and indeed by the 
later Nubian king Azkeramon at Debdt, a few miles north 
of this, are not only in Egyptian style, but they have the 
peculiar hieroglyphic signs added to the fourth Ptolemy’s 
name, to distinguish him from his father and grandfather.^ 
As it is hardly conceivable that Philopator’s cartouche 
should have copied this detail from Ergamen, it follows 
that Philopator must have been on the throne when the 
Nubian made his revolution, 

Philopator added a fine porch to this temple, and the row 
of figures presenting offerings to himself and his wife Arsinoe 
are, on one side, his father and mother, on the other, his 
grandfather (Philadelphus) and grandmother. The name is 
attached to each figure. Later monarchs made additions 
to the temple in the same way, also giving their names. This 
architectural combination points to a peaceful settlement 
between Ptolemy and the Nubian prince ; it is probable 
that the latter purchased his recognition by assisting the 
king against his revolted subjects in Egypt ; but he too 
must have had learned Egyptians of the higher classes at his 

^ This borrowing of types, by a revolting dynast, from his suzerain 
meets us in the coinage of Arsakes and of Diodotus of Bactria, both of 
whom copied Seleukid emblems on their coins; cf. the evidence in 
Holm’s Griech, Gesch. iv. p. 264. 
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court, and his Greek education was most likely obtained 
at Alexandria. Probably he was sent as a child, by a very 
usual arrangement, which both the Romans and we know, 
to learn letters, and submission* at the court of Ptolemy. 
He may have grown up and succeeded to his throne^ 
during the twenty-five years of Euergetes ; his revolution, 
and assumption of royal state in Nubia, may only date from 
the middle of Philopator’s reign. Thus Diodorus may be 
defended, while the facts are explained, but it should not 
be forgotten, that in cursive papyri of the second century b.c. 
to A. D., B and A as figures are hardly distinguishable, being 
both mere ovals, so that the historian may really have 
named the fourth king and not the second. 

§ 164. The building of so many temples throughout 
Upper Egypt points to leisure from internal disturbances, 
a considerable outlay, and a disposition to conciliate the 
national religion. It may have been the policy of the wily 
Sosibios, the king’s minister, but could hardly have been 
carried out against the king’s consent, so that Philopator, 
though the Jews believed him to have been very adverse 
to their religion, was not opposed to that compromise 
which led ultimately to a re-assertion of the old creed, and 
of native ideas, against the imported Hellenism. 

We now know from the gold plaque found at Alexandria 
in 1886 that he also built there a temple to Isis and Sarapis.^ 

Athenaeus 2 records another sort of ambitious building 
on the part of this prince, and gives us extravagant details 
of the state-ships which he used. First he describes a sea- 
going ship with 40 banks of oars, 280 cubits long, 38 broad, 
and 48 high up to the taffrail. The stern indeed was 53 
cubits out of the water. It had four rudder-oars 30 cubits 

^ Cf. Maspero Recuetl No. vii., and above, p. 73. 
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long, and 38 oars on the highest bank, loaded at the butt 
with lead to keep the blades out. It was apparently a twin 
boat, with two prows and sterns. It carried 4000 rowers, 
and about 4000 of a crew for other purposes. The other 
ship was a state dahabiyeh^ for going up the river, which was 
no less than a floating palace with suites of apartments, 
shrines for Dionysus and for Aphrodite, banquetting-rooms, 
and lavish ornament in gold, ivory, and precious woods. 
The style was evidently a mixture of Greek and Egyptian, 
for there were rows of Corinthian columns, and also of the 
lotus capital so familiar in the native art. The luxury of the 
arrangements is astonishing. But is the description trust- 
worthy? There is printed in the Journal of Hellenic Studies ^ 
a text which goes to prove that the enormous number of 
the banks of oars, at 1 ‘ast, was no mere exaggeration. 

We have nothing c^se recorded during the latter years 
of Philopator^s life, beyond the birth of his heir (presently 
associated with the crown), and his continued submission 
to his mistress Agathocleia and her brother Agathocles.^ 

§ 165. But when we come to the close of his life, 
most fortunately Polybius has given us a very full and 
vivid picture of the condition of Alexandria, and of the 
tumults that accompanied the accession of the new infant 

^ ix. p. 255 /3]a(riXeus IlToXejLtatos [ ]oTeXi 7 i/ Zw>;tos apxiTe/froi/iytr- 
[avTa\ r7)v rpLaKovTTiprj Kai €iK[o<Trjpri]. The text is from Cyprus. 

* It is very remarkable that while the coffins at Gurob were made 
chiefly of papyri dating from the second and third Ptolemy, they contain 
‘ a few isolated documents of the fifth, but none, actually dated, of the 
fourth. So many are dated, and the dating is so unmistakeable, when 
the parents of the kingare given, that they could hardly have escaped me 
in editing the Petrie Papyri.. Wilcken Gottingen GA for 1894 thinks that 
one document (ii.) xlvii. p. [154] is of this dale; if so, it is a solitary 
exception to the general result which I have stated. Epiphanes, born 
210-9 B.C., was associated between Z.12 and Z.15 of the reign. Cf. 
Revillout iii. 5. 
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king. Here again we shall do well to let our only good 
authority speak. Polybius is often dull and prosaic, but in 
this and in three or four other famous scenes he is as vivid 
and interesting as Herodotus. His picture of Alexandria 
in tumult is more instructive than all the description of 
Strabo, or the sermons of Dion Chrysostom. We cannot 
but hope that some day the lost portions of his work may 
be discovered in that very country for whose history they 
are of such capital importance. Let us now turn to this 
passage, so little known and cited among modern scholars. 

It was then that all the world at last learnt the truth about 
the death of queen Arsinoe. For now that her death was 
clearly established, the manner of it began to be a matter of 
speculation. Though rumours which turned out to be true 
had found their way among the people, they had up to this 
time been disputed ; now there was no possibility of hiding the 
truth, and it became deeply impress&i in the minds of all. 
Indeed there was great excitement among the populace : no 
one thought about the king ; it was the fate of Arsinoe that 
moved them. Some recalled her orphanhood ; others the 
tyranny and insult she had endured from her earliest days ; 1 
and when her miserable death was added to these misfortunes, 
it excited such a passion of pity and sorrow that the city was 
filled with sighs, tears, and irrepressible lamentation. Yet it 
was clear to the thoughtful observer that these were not so 
much signs of love for Arsinoe as of hatred towards Agathocles. 

^ As she would not be called an orphan after she married, and was 
not illtreated by her father and mother, this proves her to have been a 
late child of Euergetes, and hardly grown up when he died, which agrees 
with what I said above concerning her marriage to Philopator after the 
battle of Raphia. We know that Berenike had a daughter alive in the 
ninth year of her reign — an infant which died tbit year. Arsinoe was 
probably still younger, and an illtreated orphan till she showed her 
bravery at Raphia, and perhaps in consequence became queen. I 
conjecture that no sooner had she borne an heir than she was set aside, 
and presently murdered, by Agathocles, whose sister took charge of the 
infant (below, p. 285). 
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§ 166. The first measure of this minister, after depositing 
the urns in the royal mortuary, and giving orders for the laying 
aside of mourning, was to gratify the army with two months’ 
pay ; for he was convinced that the way to deaden the resent- 
ment of the common soldiers was to appeal to their interests. 
He ti en caused them to take the oath customary at the 
proclamation of a new king ; and next took measures to get 
all who were likely to be formidable out of the country. 
Philammon, who had been employed in the murder of Arsinoe, 
he sent out as governor of Cyrene, while he committed the 
young king to the charge of Oenanthe and Agathocleia. 
Next, Pelops the son of Pelops he despatched to the court of 
Antiochus in Asia, to urge him to maintain his friendly 
lelations with the court of Alexandria, and not to viorlate the 
treaty he had made with the young king’s father. Ptolemy, 
son of Sosibius, he sent to Philip to arrange for a treaty of 
intermarriage between the two countries, and to ask for assist- 
ance in case Antiochus should make a serious attempt to play 
them false "in any matter of importance. 

He also selected Ptolemy, son of Agesarchus, as am- 
bassador to Rome : not with a view of his seriously prosecuting 
the embassy, but because he thought that, if he once entered 
Greece, he would find himself among friends and kinsfolk, 
and would stay there ; which would suit his policy of getting 
rid of eminent men. Scopas the Aetolian he sent to 
Greece to recruit foreign mercenaries, giving him a large 
sum in gold for bounties. He had two objects in view in this 
measure : one was to use the soldiers so recruited in the war 
with Antiochus ; another was to get rid of- the mercenary 
troops already existing, by sending them on garrison duty in 
the various forts and settlements about the country ; while he 
used the new recruits to fill up the numbers of the household 
► regiments with new men, as well as the pickets immediately 
round the palace, and in other parts of the city. For he 
believed that men^ho had been hired by himself, and were 
taking his pay, would ];Lave no feelings in common with the 
old soldiers, with whom they would be totally unacquainted ; 
but that, having all their hopes of safety and profit in him, he 
vrould find them ready to co-operate with him and carry out 
his orders. 
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To return to Agathocles : when he had thus got rid of the 
most eminent men, and had to a great degree quieted the 
wrath of the common soldiers by his present of pay, he re- 
turned quickly to his old way of life. Drawing round him a 
body of friends, whom he selected from the most frivolous and 
shameless of his personal attendants or servants, he devoted ^ 
the chief part of the day and night to drunkenness and all the 
excesses which accompany drunkenness, sparing neither matron, 
nor bride, nor virgin, and doing all this with the most offensive 
ostentation. The result was a widespread outburst of discontent ; 
and when there appeared no prospect of reforming this state of 
things, or of obtaining protection against the violence, insolence 
and debauchery of the court, which on the contrary grew 
daily more outrageous, the old hatred blazed up once more 
in the hearts of the common people, and all began again to 
recall the misfortunes which the kingdom already owed to 
these very men. But the absence of any one fit to take the 
lead, and by whose means they could vent their wrath upon 
Agathocles and Agathocleia, kept them quiet. Their one 
remaining hope rested upon Tlepolemus, and on this they 
fixed their confidence. 

As long as the late king was alive Tlepolemus remained 
in retirement ; but upon his death he quickly propitiated 
the common soldiers, and became once more governor of 
Pelusium. At first he directed all his actions with a view to 
the interest of the king, believing that there would be some 
council of regency to take charge of the boy and administer 
the government. But when he saw that all those who were 
fit for this charge were got out of the way, and that Agathocles 
was boldly monopolising the supreme power, he quickly 
changed his purpose, because he suspected the danger that 
threatened him from the hatred which they mutually enter- 
tained. He therefore began to draw his troops together, and 
bestir himself to collect money, that he might not be an easy 
prey to any one of his enemies. At the s^e time he was not 
without hope that the guardianship gf the young king, and 
the chief power in the state might devolve upon him ; both 
because, in his own private opinion, he was much more fit 
for it in every respect than Agathocles, and because he was 
informed that his own troops and those in Alexandria were 
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looking to him to put an end to the minister’s outrageous 
conduct. When such ideas were entertained by Tlepolemus, 
it did not take long to make the quarrel grow, especially as the 
partisans of both helped to inflame it. Being eager to secure 
the adhesion of the generals of divisions and the captains of 
companies, he frequently invited them to banquets ; and at 
these assemblies, instigated partly by the flattery of his guests 
and partly by his own impulse (for he was a young man 
and the conversation was over the wine), he used to throw 
out sarcastic remarks against the family of Agathocles. At 
first they were covert and enigmatic, then merely ambiguous, 
finally undisguised, and containing the bitterest reflections. 
He proposed the health of the scribbler of pasquinades, the 
backbut-girl and waiting-woman ; and spoke of his shameful 
boyhood, when as cupbearer of the king he had submitted 
to the foulest treatment. His guests were always ready to 
laugh at his words and add their quota to the sum of vitupera- 
tion. It was not long before this reached the ears of 
Agathocle^ : and the breach between the two thus becoming 
an open one, Agathocles immediately began bringing charges 
against Tlepolemus, declaring that he was a traitor to the king, 
and was inviting Antiochus to come and seize the government. 
And he brought many plausible proofs of this forward, some of 
which he got by distorting facts that actually occurred, while 
others were pure invention. His object in so doing was to 
excite the wrath of the common people against Tlepolemus. 
But the result was the reverse ; for the populace had long fixed 
their hopes on Tlepolemus, and were only too delighted to see 
the quarrel growing hot between them. The actual popular 
outbreak which did occur began from the following circum- 
stances. Nicon, a relation of Agathocles, was in the lifetime 
of the late king commander of the navy.^ . . . 

Another murder committed by Agathocles was that of 
Deinon, son of Deinon. But this, as the proverb has it, was 
the fairest of his^foul deeds. For the letter ordering the 
murder of Arsinoe had fallen into this man’s hands, and he 
might have given information about the plot and saved the 
queen ; but at the time he chose rather to help Philammon, 
and so became the cause of all the misfortunes which followed ; 

^ I omit the story as not strictly relevant to this history. 
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while, after the murder was committed, he was always recalling 
the circumstances, commiserating the unhappy woman, and 
expressing repentance at having let such an opportunity slip : 
and this he repeated in the hearing of many, so that Agathocles 
heard of it, and he met with his just punishment in losing his 
life. , . . 

§ 1 67. The next step of Agathocles was to summon a meeting 
of the Macedonian guards. He entered the assembly accom- 
panied by the young king and his own sister Agathocleia. 
At first he feigned not to be able to say what he wished for 
tears; but after again and again wiping his eyes w'ith his 
chlamys he at length mastered his emotion, and, taking the 
young king in his arms, spoke as follows : ‘ Take this boy, 
whom his father on his death-bed placed in this lady^s arms * 
(pointing to his sister) ‘and confided to your loyalty, men 
of Macedonia ! Her affection has but little influence in 
securing the child’s safety : it is on you that that safety now 
depends ; his fortunes are in your hands. It has long been 
evident to those who had eyes to scg, that Tlepdlemus was 
aiming at something higher than his natural rank ; but now he 
has named the day and hour on which he intends to assume 
the crown. Do not let your belief of this .depend upon my 
words ; refer to those who know the. real truth and have but 
just come from the very scene of his treason.’ With these 
words he brought forward Critolaus, who deposed that he had 
seen with his own eyes the altars being decked, and the victims 
being got ready by the common soldiers for the ceremony of a 
coronation. 

When the Macedonian guards had heard all this, far from 
being moved by his appeal, they showed their contempt by 
hooting and loud murmurs, and drove him away under such 
a fire of derision that he got out of the assembly without being 
conscious how he did it. And similar scenes occurred among 
other corps of the army at their meetings. Meanwhile great 
crowds kept pouring into Alexandria fr^m the up-country 
stations, calling upon kinsmen or friends to help the move- 
ment, and not to submit to the unbridled tyranny of such 
unworthy men. But what inflamed the populace against the 
government more than anything else was the knowledge that, 
as Tlepolemus had the absolute command of all the imports 
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into Alexandria, delay would be a cause of suffering to them- 
selves. 

Moreover, an action of Agathocles himself served to 
heighten the anger of the multitude and of Tlepolemus. For 
h^ took Danae, the latter’s mother-in-law, from the temple of 
Demt;<tr, dragged her through the middle of the city unveiled, 
and cast her into prison. His object in doing this was to 
manifest his hostility to Tlepolemus ; but its effect was to 
loosen the tongues of the people. In their anger they no 
longer confined themselves to secret murmurs : but some of 
them in the night covered the walls in every part of the city 
with pasquinades ; while others in the day-time collected in 
groups and openly expressed their loathing for the government. 

Seeing what was taking place, and beginning to fear the 
worst, Agathocles at one time meditated making his escape by 
secret flight ; but as he had nothing ready for such a measure, 
thanks to his own imprudence, he had to give up that idea. 
At another time he set himself to drawing out lists of men 
likely to Assist him in a bold coup d^dtat^ by which he should 
put to death or arrest his enemies, and then possess himself of 
absolute power. While still meditating these plans he received 
information that Moeragenes, one of the body-guard, was 
betraying all the secrets of the palace to Tlepolemus, and was 
co-operating with him on account of his relationship with 
Adaeus, at that time the commander of Bubastus. Agathocles 
immediately ordered his secretary Nicostratus to arrest Moera- 
genes, and extract the truth from him by every possible kind 
of torture. Being promptly arrested by Nicostratus, and 
taken to a retired part of the palace, he was at first examined 
directly as to the facts alleged ; but, refusing to confess any- 
thing, he was stripped. And now some of the torturers were 
preparing their instruments, and others with scourges in their 
hands were taking off their outer garments, when just at 
that very moment a servant ran in, and, whispering something 
in the ear of Njfostratus, hurried out again. Nicostratus 
followed close behind him, without a word, frequently slapping 
his thigh with his hand. 

The predicament of Moeragenes was now indescribably 
strange. There stood the executioners by his side on the 
point of raising their scourges, while others close to. him were 
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getting ready their instruments of torture : but when Nico- 
stratus withdrew they all stood silently staring at each other’s 
faces, expecting him every moment to return ; but as time 
went on they one by one slipped away, until Moeragenes was 
left alone. Having made his way through the palace, after 
this unhoped-for escape, he rushed in his half-clothed state 
into a tent of the Macedonian guards which was situated 
close to the palace. They chanced to be at breakfast, and 
therefore a good many were collected together ; and to them 
he narrated the story of his wonderful escape. At first they 
would not believe it, but ultimately were convinced by his 
having appeared without his clothes. Taking advantage of this 
extraordinary occurrence, Moeragenes besought the Macedonian 
guards with tears not only to help him to secure his own safety, 
but the king’s also, and above all their own. ‘For certain 
destruction stared them in the face,’ he said, ‘unless they 
seized the moment when the hatred of the populace was at its 
height, and every one was ready to wreak veng^eance on 
Agathocles. That moment was now^ and all that was wanted 
was some one to begin.’ 

The passions of the Macedonians were roused by these 
words, and they finally agreed to do as Moeragenes advised. 
They at once went round to the tents, first those of their own 
corps, and then those of the other soldiers ; which were all 
close together, facing the same quarter of the city. The wish 
was one which had for a long time been formed in the minds 
of the soldiery, wanting nothing but some one to call it forth, 
and with courage to begin. No sooner, therefore, had a com- 
mencement been made than it blazed out like a fire : and 
before four hours had elapsed every class, whether military or 
civil, had agreed to make the attempt. 

§ 1 68. At this crisis, too, chance contributed a great deal to 
the final catastrophe. For a letter addressed by Tlepolemus 
to the army, as well as some of his spies, had fallen into the 
hands of Agathocles. The letter announce^ that he would be 
at Alexandria shortly, and the spies in^jrmed Agathocles that 
he was already there. This news so distracted Agathocles 
that he gave up taking any measures at all or even thinking 
about the dangers which surrounded him, but departed at his 
usual hour to his wine, and kept up the carouse to the end 
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in his usual licentious fashion. But his mother Oenanthe went 
in great distress to the temple of Demeter and Persephone, 
which was open on account of a certain annual sacrifice ; and 
there first of all she besought the aid of those goddesses with 
bendings of the knee and strange incaiieations, and then sat 
down close to the altar and remained motionless. Most of 
the women present, delighted to witness her dejection and 
distress, kept silence : but the ladies of the family of Poly- 
crates, and certain others of the nobility, being as yet unaware 
of what was going on around them, approached Oenanthe and 
tried to comfort her. But she cried out in a loud voice : 
‘ Do not come near me, you monsters ! I know you well ! 
Your hearts are always against us ; and you pray the goddess 
for all imaginable evil upon us. Still I trust and belieVe that, 
God willing, you shall one day taste the flesh of your own 
children.* With these words she ordered her female attend- 
ants to drive them away, and strike them with their staves if 
they refused to go. "i'he ladies availed themselves of this 
excuse for quitting the. temple in a body, raising their hands 
and praying that she might herself have experience of those 
very miseries with which she had threatened her neighbours. 

The men having by this time decided upon a revolution, 
now that in every house the anger of the women was added to 
the general resentment, the popular hatred blazed out with 
redoubled violence. As soon as night fell the whole city was 
filled with tumult, torches, and hurrying feet. Some were 
assembling with shouts in the stadium ; some were calling 
upon others to join them ; some were running backwards and 
forwards seeking to conceal themselves in houses and places 
least likely to be suspected. And now the open spaces round 
the palace, the stadium, and the street, as well as the area 
in front of the Dionysian Theatre, were filled with a motley 
crowd. Being informed of this, Agathocles roused himself 
from a drunken lethargy, — for he had just dismissed his 
drinking party, — ^d, accompanied by all his family, with the 
exception of Philo, wqpt to the king. After a few words of 
lamentation over his misfortunes addressed to the child, he 
took him by the hand, and proceeded to the covered walk 
which runs between the Maeander garden and the Palaestra, 
and leads to the entrance of the theatre. Having securely 
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fastened the two first doors through which he passed, he came to 
the third with two or three bodyguards, his own family, and the 
king. The doors, however, which were secured by double bars, 
were only of lattice work and could therefore be seen through. 

By this time the-«iob had collected from every part of the 
city in such numbers, that, not only was every foot of ground 
occupied, but the doorsteps and roofs also were crammed with 
human beings ; and such a mingled storm of shouts and cries 
arose, as might be expected from a crowd in which women 
and children were mixed with men : for in Alexandria, as in 
Carthage, the children take as conspicuous a part in such 
commotions as the men. 

Day now began to break and the uproar was still a con- 
fused babel of voices ; but one cry made itself heard con- 
spicuously above the rest, it was a call for THE King. The 
first thing actually done was by the Macedonian guard : they 
left their quarters and seized the vestibule which served as the 
audience hall of the palace ; then, after a brief pause, having 
ascertained whereabouts in the palace the king was, they went 
round to the covered walk, burst open the first door, and, 
when they came to the next, demanded with loud shouts that 
the young king should be surrendered to them. Agathocles, 
recognising his danger, begged his bodyguards to go in his 
name to the Macedonians, to inform them that ‘ he resigned 
the guardianship of the king, and all offices, honours, or 
emoluments which he possessed, and only asked that his life 
should be granted him with a bare maintenance ; that by 
sinking to his original situation in life he would be rendered 
incapable, even if he wished it, of being henceforth oppressive 
to any one.’ All the bodyguards refused except Aristomenes, 
who afterwards obtained the chief power in the state. 

This man was an Acarnanian, and, though far advanced in 
life when he obtained supreme power, he is thought to have 
made a most excellent and blameless guardian of the king 
and kingdom. And as he was distinguisheeVin that capacity, so 
had he been remarkable before for his adulation of Agathocles 
in the time of his prosperity. He was the first, when enter- 
taining Agathocles at his hou§e, to distinguish him among his 
guests by the present of a gold diadem, an honour reserved by 
custom to the kings alone ; he was the first too who ventured 
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to wear his likeness on his ring ; and when a daughter was 
born to him he named her Agathocleia. 

§ 1 69. But to return to my story. Aristomenes undertook 
the mission, received his message, and made his way through 
a wicket-gate to the Macedonians. He stated his business in 
few words ; the first impulse of the Macedonians was to stab 
*him to death on the spot; but some of them held up their 
hands to protect him, and successfully begged his life. 
He accordingly returned with orders to bring the king or to 
come no more himself. Having dismissed Aristomenes with 
these words, the Macedonians proceeded to burst open the 
second door also. When convinced by their proceedings, no 
less than by the answers they had returned, of the fierce pur- 
pose of the Macedonians, the first idea of Agathocles was to 
thrust his hand through the latticed door, — while Agathocleia 
did the same with her breasts which she said had suckled the 
king, — and by every kind of entreaty to beg that the 
Macedonians would grant him bare life. 

But finding that his long and piteous appeal produced no 
effect, at last he sent out the young king with the bodyguards. 
As soon as they had got the king, the Macedonians placed 
him on a horse and conducted him to the stadium. His 
appearance being greeted with loud shouts and clapping of 
hands, they stopped the horse, and dismounting the child, 
ushered him to the royal stall and seated him there. But 
the feelings of the crowd were divided : they were delighted 
that the young king had been brought, but they were dis- 
satisfied that the guilty persons had not been arrested and met 
with the punishment they deserved. Accordingly, they con- 
tinued with loud cries to demand that the authors of all the 
mischief should be brought out and made an example. The 
day was wearing away, and yet the crowd had found no one 
on whom to wreak their vengeance, when Sosibius, who, though 
* a son of the elder Sosibius, was at that time a member of the 
bodyguard, and as such had a special eye to the safety of the 
king and the Sta#e, — seeing that the furious desire of the 
multitude was implacable, and that the child was frightened at 
the unaccustomed faces that surrounded him and the uproar 
of the crowd, asked the king whether he would ‘ surrender to 
the populace those who had injured him or his mother.* The 
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boy having nodded assent, Sosibius bade some of the body- 
guard announce the king’s decision, while he raised the young 
child from his seat and took him to his own house which 
was close by to receive proper attention and refreshment. 
'When the message from the king was declared, the whole 
place broke out into a storm of cheering and clapping of^ 
hands. But meanwhile Agathocles and Agathocleia had 
separated and gone each to their own lodgings. Without loss 
of time soldiers, some voluntary and others under pressure 
from the crowd, started in search of them. 

The beginning of the actual bloodshed, however, was this. 
One of the servants and flatterers of Agathocles, whose name 
was Philo, came out to the stadium still flustered with wine. 
Seeing the fury of the multitude, he said to some bystanders 
that they would have cause to -repent it again, as they had 
only the other day, if Agathocles were to come there. Of 
those who heard him some began to abuse him, while others 
pushed him about ; and on his attempting to defend himself, 
some tore his cloak off his back, while others thrust their 
spears into him and wounded him mortally. He was dragged 
into the middle of the crowd breathing his last gasp ; and, 
having thus tasted blood, the multitude began to look im- 
patiently for the coming of the other victims. They had not 
to wait long. First appeared Agathocles dragged along bound 
hand and foot. No sooner had he entered than some soldiers 
rushed at him and struck him dead. And in doing so they 
were his friends rather than his enemies, for they saved him 
from the horrible death which he deserved. Nicon was 
brought next, and after him Agathocleia stripped naked, with 
her two sisters ; and following them the whole family. Last 
of all some men came bringing Oenanthe, whom they had tom 
from the temple of Demeter and Persephone, riding stripped 
naked upon a horse. They were all given up to the populace, 
who bit, and stabbed them, and knocked out their eyes, and, 
as soon as any one of them fell, tore him limb from limb, until 
they had utterly annihilated them all ; for tfie savagery of the 
Egyptians when their passions are aroused is indeed terrible. 
At the same time some young girls who had been brought up 
with Arsinoe, having learnt that Philammon, the chief agent 
in the murder of that queen, had arrived three days before 
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from Gyrene, rushed to his house ; forced their way in ; killed 
Philammon with stones and sticks ; strangled his infant son ; 
and, not content with this, dragged his wife naked into the 
street and put her to death. 

Such was the end of Agathocles and Agathocleia and their 
^ kinsfolk. 

I am c^uite aware of the miraculous occurrences and em- 
bellishments which the chroniclers of this event have added to 
their narrative with a view of producing a striking effect upon 
their hearers, making more of their comments on the story 
than of the story itself and the main incidents. Some ascribe 
it entirely to Fortune, and take the opportunity of expatiating 
on her fickleness and the difficulty of being on one^s guard 
against her. Others dwell upon the unexpectedness of the 
event, and try to assign its causes and probabilities. It was 
not my purpose, however, to treat this episode in this way, 
because Agathocles was not a man of conspicuous courage 
or ability as a soldier : nor particularly successful or worth 
imitating as a statesman ; nor, lastly, eminent for his acuteness 
as a courtier or cunning as an intriguer, by which latter accom- 
plishments Sosibius and many others have managed to keep 
one king after another under their influence to the last day of 
their lives. The very opposite of all this may be said of this 
man. For though he yabtained high promotion owing to 
Philopator’s feebleness as a king ; and though after his death 
he had the most favourable opportunity of consolidating his 
power, he yet soon fell into contempt, and lost his position and 
his life at once, thanks to his own want of courage and vigour. 

§ 170. It is necessary to remind the reader, that at this 
crisis in the affairs of Egypt, there was no similar change 
of sovrans in the sister kingdoms, as had been the case 
when Philopator succeeded. The whole aspect of the 
world was changed. The Romans, after a desperate 
struggle of fourteen years, were at last getting the upper 
hand in the war with Hannibal, and the unconquerable 
general was cooped up in his natural fortress in Calabria.^ 

^ This is now called the Grande Sila^ an island of granite which 
stands out of the newer formations, and affords on a lofty plateau 
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King Philip V. of Macedon, by utilising the divisions and 
jealousies of the Greeks, had maintained himself in power, 
and during fifteen years of varying success, had felt strong 
enough, not only to maintain his kingdom, but to enter 
into a treaty with Hannibal, and provoke the Roman ^ 
Republic by a wanton interference in the great western 
quarrel. Antiochus the Great, after sharp struggles to main- 
tain his kingdom in the East and West, had at last become 
the undisputed and powerful sovran of Syria, though his early 
campaign against Philopator had been a failure, and he 
had left Coele-Syria and Phoenicia in the hands of the 
Egyptians. During the years of the easy-going Philopator 
the external influence of Egypt had been waning, and her 
enormous wealth had no doubt often inflamed the cupidity 
of her ambitious neighbours. But the smaller neutral 
states, the confederation of the Cyclades, and the com- 
mercial queen of the Levant — Rhodes — were old and firm 
friends of the Ptolemies, and likely to ward off by diplomacy, 
if not by arms, any wanton attack upon her independence. 

both water and arable land, which a small occupying army could hold 
and cultivate, while the approach of a hostile force could not escape 
notice, and could be met by an easy concentration at any point. This 
was the secret of Hannibal’s long stay in Italy, after his powers of offence 
were crippled, nor need he have left, were it not for the imperative call 
from his native country, invaded by Scipio. 



CHAPTER VIII 

PTOLEMY V. (ePIPHANES), 205-182 B.C. 

§ 171. The circumstances of the stormy accession of the 
boy-king have been narrated in connexion with the death 
of his father, and the massacre of the 
unworthy favourites, who had evidently 
hoped to succeed to the vacant throne. 

But when these adventurers were re- 
moved by public indignation, and met 
their cruel though well -deserved fate, 
what advisers or directors were left to 
assume the direction of affairs, until 
the infant came to years of discretion ? 

Upon this interesting question wc have 
but scanty information. Foremost of 
his mercenary generals was Tlepolemos, 
who seems to have been about as able and as unscrupulous 
as the best of his kind,^ 

Tlepolemus, the chief minister in the kingdom of Egypt, was 
a young man, but dhe who had spent all his life in the camp, 
and with reputation. By nature aspiring and ambitious, he 
ha.d done much that was glorious in the service of his country, 
but much that was evil also. As a general in a campaign, and 

1 The following passage is from Polybius xvi. 21. 

U 
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as an administrator of military expeditions, he was a man of 
great ability, high natural courage, and extremely well fitted to 
deal personally with soldiers. But on the other hand, for the 
management of complicated affairs, he was deficient in diligence 
and sobriety, and had the least faculty in the world for the 
keeping of money or the economical administration of finance.^ 
And it was this that before long not only caused his own fall, 
but seriously damaged the kingdom as well. For though he 
had complete control of the exchequer, he spent the greater 
part of the day in playing ball and in matches in martial 
exercises with the young men ; and directly he left these 
sports he collected drinking parties, and spent the greater part 
of his life in these amusements and with these associates. 
But that part of his day which he devoted to business, he 
employed in distributing, or, I might rather say, in throwing 
away the royal treasures among the envoys from Greece 
and the Dionysiac actors, and, more than all, among the 
officers and soldiers of the palace guard. He was utterly 
incapable of saying no, and bestowed anything there was at 
hand on any one who said anything t6’ please him. The evil 
which he himself thus began continually increased. 

In civil affairs we are told that the principal power came 
into the hands of Aristomenes,^ who is called the king’s 
tutor, and whose character, so far as we know, was superior 
to that of the other Greek officials at the Egyptian court. 
But the task allotted to these ministers was one of no slight 
difficulty.^ 

Is it not astonishing, says Polybius, that while Ptolemy 
Philopator was alive and did not need such assistance, 

^ Polybius XV. 31, 6. 

® In the Papyrus 1. of the Turin collection, p. 5, 27 (Ed. Peyron) it 
is staled by the plaintiff in the case that, in consequence of rebellion in 
the first year of Epiphanes’ reign, a large number of soldiers were sent 
from Thebes to occupy Ombos in the upper country : (eXeyeu) top eavrov 
varepa fierriXBai €k ttjs AioairoXeias /mc6 ereptap (TTpanwrwv ets rovs apu 
Toirovs CP r 7 }i ycpojxcprii ra/)ax'»7t , ctti tov Tarpos nap paaiXciop Ocov Errt- 
0 ai/ous, and he then counts twenty-four years of this reign from the 
disturbance. 
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the kings of Macedonia and Syria were ready with offers 
of aid, but that as soon as he was dead, leaving his heir 
a mere child, whose kingdom they were bound by ties of 
nature to have defended, they then egged each other on to 
adopt the policy of partitioning the boy’s kingdom between 
themscl\^es, and getting rid entirely of the heir; and that too 
without patting forward any decent pretext to cover their 
iniquity, but acting so shamelessly, and so like beasts of prey, 
that one can only compare their habits to those ascribed to 
fishes, among which, though they may be of the same species, 
the destruction of the smaller is the food and sustenance of 
the larger ? This treaty of theirs shows, as though in a mirror, 
the impiety to heaven and cruelty to man of these two kings, 
rs well as their unbounded ambition. However, if a man were 
disposed to find fault with Fortune for her administration of 
human affairs, he might fairly become reconciled to her in this 
case ; for she brought upon those monarchs the punishment 
they so well deserved, and by the signal example she made of 
' them taughi posterity a lesson in righteousness. For while 
they were engaged in accs of treachery against each other, and 
in dismembering the child’s kingdom in their own interests, 
she brought the Romans upon them, and the very measures 
which they had lawlessly designed against another, she justly 
and properly carried out against them. For both of them, 
being promptly beaten in the field, were not only prevented 
from gratifying their desire for the dominions of another, but 
were themselves made tributary and forced to obey orders from 
Rome. Finally, within a very short time Fortune restored the 
kingdom of Ptolemy to prosperity ; while as to the dynasties 
and successors of these two monarchs, she either utterly 
abolished and destroyed them, or involved them in misfortunes 
which were little short of that. 

§ 172. Tlepolemos being therefore rather a war 
minister or prim^ minister, who would not leave the 
centre of affairs, the ^charge of the frontier province of 
Palestine and Phoenicia was entrusted to Skopas. For 
the kings of Macedon and Syria having combined to 
divide the kingdom of the infant Ptolemy, Antiochus had 
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apparently seized Palestine upon the first news of the death 
of Philopator. 

Philip was thwarted by his own lawlessness and cruelty. 
The progress of his fleet through the Aegean was marked 
by such atrocities, that Attalus and the Rhodians joined^ 
their forces to crush him as the enemy of civilisation. 
In the pitched battle off Chios, the Rhodian admiral, 
like the allied admirals at Navarino, forced a conflict with a 
power against whom the Rhodians had not declared war, 
and on the grounds of humanity towards the islanders of 
the Aegean. Though the result was indecisive, the heavy 
losses on each side disabled the allies, and also so shook 
the confidence of Philip in his fleet that though, according 
to Polybius, he might have, and ought to have, sailed 
directly to Alexandria, he shirked this bold step, and so 
left his Syrian ally without proper support 'during his 
campaign against Skopas. 

Unfortunately this campaign is only touched here and 
there in our fragments of Polybius. At first Skopas, a 
notorious Aetolian, who had formerly been president of his 
League, but who now preferred the enormous pay of the 
Egyptian service — ;^4o a day — seems to have re-occupied 
the whole disputed province.^ But in the following cam- 
paign he was defeated at the great battle of Panion, on 
the upper Jordan. Polybius, however, refers to the battle 
only to expose the ignorance of the historian Zeno, whose 
account of the tactics was absurd and self-contradictory.^ 

§ 173. In the end Antiochus was victorious, and all 
lower Syria and Palestine, which had ^or a century been 
almost a settled possession of Egypt, passed into his 
hands. This practically permanent transference of Pales- 
tine from the control of E^pt to that of Syria is specially 
^ Josephus Antt. xii. 3. 2 xvi. i8. 
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noted by Josephus, ^ and is remarkable because we know 
that for a century or more the Ptolemies had been most 
popular in Judaea. Even now, though the transference 
of allegiance was sudden, it was not completed with- 
out all manner of concessions and favours on the part of 
Antiochus,^ and not without a strong protest on the part 
of the Jewish aristocracy, many of whom migrated per- 

^ He speaks of the sturdy loyalty of Gaza, which stood a siege from 
Antiochus rather than join the cities of Palestine in going over to the 
Syrian side (xvi. 22). 

^ Cf. his letter to his general Ptolemy quoted by Josephus .<4 
xii. 3, 3 ; — ‘ Since the Jews, upon our first entrance on their country, 
demonstrated their friendship towards us ; and when we came to their 
city [Jerusalem], received us in a splendid manner, and came to meet 
us with their senate, and gave abundance of provisions to our soldiers, 
and to the elepliants, and joined with us in ejecting the garrison of the 
Egyptians that were in the ^'itadel, we have thought fit to reward them, 
and to retrieve the condition of their city, which hath been greatly 
depopulated by such accidents as have befallen its inhabitants, and to 
bring those that have been scattered abroad back to the city ; and, in 
the first place, we have determined, on account of their piety towards 
God, to bestow on them, as a pension, for their sacrifices of animals 
that are fit for sacrifice, for wine and oil, and frankincense, the value of 
twenty thousand pieces of silver, and [six] sacred artabae of fine flour, 
with one thousand four hundred and sixty medimni of wheat, and three 
hundred and seventy- five medimni of salt ; and these payments I would 
have fully paid them, as I have sent orders to you. I would also have 
the work about the temple finished, and the cloisters, and if there be 
anything else that ought to be rebuilt ; and for the materials of wood, 
let it be brought them out of Judaea itself, and out of the oilier countries, 
and out of Libarfus, tax-free ; and the same I would have observed as 
to those other materials which will be necessary, in order to render the 
temple more glorious ; and let all that nation live according to the 
laws of their own couifftry ; and let the senate and the priests, and the 
scribes of the temple, and the sacred singers, be discharged from poll- 
money and the crown-tax, and other taxes also ; and that the city may 
the sooner recover its inhabitants, I grant a discharge from taxes for 
three years to its present inhabitants, and to such as shall come to it, 
until the month Plyperberetaeus. We also discharge them for the future 
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manently to Egypt, where they soon obtained great influ- 
ence in the counsels of the court. 

Still there must have been special circumstances in the 
condition of Judaea during the closing years of Philopator’s 
reign to account for the apparently sudden change of publicf 
feeling. The third book of Maccabees, whether true or 
false in its details, at all events proves to us that Philopator 
was regarded with hatred by the Jews, unless indeed we 
adopt the unlikely hypothesis that it was fabricated to 
justify their defection from Egypt soon after his death. 
The letter of Antiochus just referred to speaks of decay 
and poverty in the city of Jerusalem, so that the province 
seems not to have been flourishing under Egypt. Nothing 
is more likely to make a government unpopular than this 
want of prosperity. Perhaps extortions on the part of 
Skopas may have intensified the evil We know, too, 
that Judaea was upon the eve of a great national restora- 
tion, and very probably such aspirations would hope to 
find freer scope under a new protectorate, which was 
bound to make itself popular with the Jews. Such 
diverse causes, co-operating with the natural ungrateful- 
ness of subjects to their rulers, were sufficient to produce 
this great and permanent, though apparently sudden 
change. 

§ 174. Meanwhile Philip with his fleet took and 
plundered various cities in the Hellespont and the 
Aegean, and that some of these were still regarded 
as Egyptian, appears from the demand of Titus Fla- 
mininus, his Roman conqueror, ‘ that the should restore 

o 

from a third part of their taxes, that the losses they have sustained may 
be repaired ; and all those citkens that have been carried away, and 
are become slaves, we grant them and their children their freedom ; and 
give order that their substance be restored to them.* 
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to Ptolemy all the cities which he had seized after the 
death of Philopator.’ ^ But the remaining extracts do not 
tell the number of these citicb. They were of course 
‘the ^"hies of Asia, which were ranged under Ptolemy,’® 
which shows that the power of Philopator over the Aegean 
was kept up all through that king’s reign. The various 
details of the naval war between Philip and the allies 
cannot be easily unravelled; most authors assume two naval 
battles, one at Lade, the other off Chios. As far as the 
fragments of Polybius inform us, there seems to have been 
only the one great action, in which Philip lost so heavily, 
that though he maintained himself for some time on the 
coast of Caria, the Rhodian fleet soon became his superior, 
and he was obliged to evade it, in order to return to 
Europe, wj;iere war from the Romans vras threatening him.^ 
Moreover the Romans soon found another oppor- 
tunity to check the second enemy of Egypt. It appears 
from Livy* that at the end of the second Punic war they 
sent a polite embassy to announce officially their success, 
and to thank the Egyptian king for his friendly neutrality, 
which must chiefly have consisted in supplying them with 
Egyptian wheat at a reasonable price during their greatest 
difficulties. Here again the policy of Philopator appears 
to have been anything but silly or immoral. 

But we next hear that the young king’s guardians were 
so alarmed at the progress of Antiochus and Philip that 
tjiey volunteered to offer the protection of his interests 
to the Roman Republic. Such is the story of Justin.® We 
may well suspect him of having given us only a superficial 

^ Polybius xviii. i, 14 ;^Livy xxxii. 33. 

® Polybius xviii. 49, 5. 

* Cf. the details and citations concerning this war in Hertzberg 
Gesch, Gr, i. 55 and notes. 

^ xxxi. 2. ® XXX. 3. 
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account of the transaction. Let us consider what he says 
by the light of other evidence. 

§ 175. Livy tells us that three ambassadors, C. Claudius 
Nero, M. Aemilius Lepidus, and P. Semp. Tuditanus 
were sent on the courteous embassy just named, but isf 
silent concerning the action of the Alexandrian court, 
or concerning any extraordinary honour conferred upon 
the Romans. Justin ignores this embassy, and says 
that the Alexandrians sent to Rome a message, begging 
the Republic to undertake the guardianship of the young 
king, now threatened by his neighbours of Macedon and 
Syria, and that Lepidus alone was then sent to Egypt, 
while other ambassadors were despatched to check Anti- 
ochus and Philip. The next book ^ is not consistent with 
this, but says that the boy had been entrust/id to the 
Romans by the last request of his dying father. There is 
nothing in the narrative of Philopator’s death to counten- 
ance this. I do not think any critic, considering the per- 
sistent silence of Livy, who had all Polybius before him, 
would have accepted Justin^s story, were it not that there 
is actually extant a coin of M. Lepidus, supposed to have 
been struck when he was consul, in the eighteenth year 
of this reign, on which he represents himself crowning 
a youth, with the motto Tutor regis. On the reverse is 
the personified Alexandria. But according to Mommsen, ^ 

^ xxxi. I. 

^ Cf. the evidence cited in Pauly-Wissowa’s Encyclopaedia Art. 
Aemilius, No. 68. Val. Maximus says he was Pontifex Max. when he 
undertook the charge of the prince, which is certainly false. His high 
offices came later than his embassy. I am glad to see that Bandelin 
{^Inatig, Diss. p. 14) agrees with my view, 'The misleading coin was 
probably issued in regard of the controversies about the restoration of 
Auletes to his kingdom, but iru whose interest I cannot tell. Bandelin 
thinks the story was one of the inventions of Valerius Antias, which was 
.|||ppied by later historians. Cf. Addit. Note p. 492. 
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this coin was really issued by one of his descendants 
in 54 B.C., so that what any careful survey of the facts 
would suggest, is not contradicted by contemporary evi- 
dence. We may therefore safely set aside both Justin 
and Val Maximus, for if the patriotic Livy had known 
the fact, he could not have failed to mention it. 
Polybius, as now extant, is so fragmentary, that we can 
argue nothing from his silence. We know, however, 
with certainty from Livy,^ that this Lepidus, who was 
the youngest of the three ambassadors, did not remain in 
Egypt, but was present (on his way home) when Philip was 
besieging Abydos, and was shortly after appointed Pontifex 
at Rome, where he filled many other offices of dignity in 
the succeeding years. As therefore Ptolemy Epiphanes 
remained.at Alexandria, the notion of any personal control 
over the king cannot be entertained. The very submis- 
sive embassy from Ptolemy in 200 b.c.,^ asking whether 
the Romans would be pleased to accept his help for Athens 
against Philip, or would prefer to do without him, may 

^ xxxi. 18. 

Ibid. 9. The meaning of Livy’s statement has given rise to some 
difference of opinion : Aihtnienses adversus Philippum petisse ab rege 
auxilhim, ceterum eisi communes socii sinty tamen nisi ex auctofd- 
fate populi Romani neque classem neqite exercitum defendendi aut 
oppugnandi cuiusquam causa regem in Gracciam missurum esse, vel 
quieturum eum in regtiOy si populo Romano socios defendere libeat ; 
vel Romanos qtnescercy si malinfy passurum, afque ipsu 7 H auxilia^ quai 
facile adversus Philippum tuei'i Athenaspossenty missurum. Mommsen 
thinks that the diplomatic object was to keep any Roman fleet from 
appearing in the Aegean — a source of danger to all Hellenism. It 
seems to me that it was an indirect and obsequious bidding for Roman 
support against Antiochu^, who was seriously threatening Egypt. For 
Ptolemy was bound by no formal treaty to consult Rome. The Romans 
merely replied that they would take care of their own allies, which 
promised nothing, and they delayed at least three years before they 
interfered diplomatically with Antiochus’ attack on Egypt. m * 
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have been dictated by a Roman at Alexandria, but not by 
Lepidus. In 199 b.c. it is Lucius Cornelius who is sent 
with other ambassadors (who join him on the way) to com- 
mand Antiochus to desist from attacking any of Ptolemy’s 
possessions, and then it is that Antiochus, while question- 
ing diplomatically the title of Egypt to any part of the 
old kingdom of Lysimachus, once conquered by the 
Syrian Seleukos, adds that he is about to make such 
family alliance with the young Egyptian king as will settle 
the strife about the occupied provinces of Palestine and 
Philistia. This betrothal took place in the year 198 b.c., 
the seventh of the young king’s reign. I cannot therefore 
but think that the Lepidi in after years exaggerated their 
influence over the king, and that the title of Protector was 
not a public or recognised dignity.^ , 

I 176. It is more easy to see the reasons which actuated 
the wise Aristomenes to bid high for Roman support, and 
enlist, so far as he could, the interest and influence of 
great Roman nobles. The dangers which beset this able 
minister were not so much from the ambitious monarchs, 
whose joint attack upon Egypt was sure to be foiled by 
the energy of the Rhodians, the king of Pergamum, and 
the Greek island -cities, as from the Scylla and Charybdis 
of Aetolian condottieri and native insurgents. 

We have already quoted the sketch of Tlepolemos 
drawn by Polybius. A little further on he gives a very 
similar sketch of Skopas, the general who had defended 
Coele-Syria with some ability against Antiochus, and who 
after his defeat came back to Alexandeia to enjoy his 

• 

^ Possibly the Egyptian court wanted a formal protector of Egyptian 
interests at Rome, and M. Lepidus may have undertaken this duty as a 
guest-friend. He could not, of course, be called the king’s Patronus^ 
so the title Tutor may have been used in familiar conversation at Rome. 
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extravagant rewards with the usual insolence of a successful 
Greek. 

Many people have a yearning for bold and glorious under- 
takirfjs, but few dare actually attempt them. Yet Scopas had 
much faii er opportunities for a hazardous and bold career than 
Cleomenes. For the latter, though circumvented by his 
enemies, and reduced to depend upon such forces as his 
servants and friends could supply, yet left no chance untried, 
and tested every one to the best of his ability, valuing an 
honourable death more highly than a life of disgrace. But 
Scopas, with all the advantages of a formidable body of 
soldiers and of the excellent opportunity afforded by the 
youth of the king, by his own delays and halting counsels 
allowed himself to be circumvented. For having ascertained 
that he was holding a meeting of his partisans at his own 
house, and was consulting with them, Aristomenes sent some 
of the ro^al bodyguards and summoned him to the king’s 
council. Whereupon Scopas was so infatuated that he was 
neither bold enough to carry out his designs, nor able to make 
up his mind to obey the king’s summons, — which is in itself 
the most extreme step, — until Aristomenes, understanding the 
blunder he had made, caused soldiers and elephants to 
surround his house, and sent Ptolemy son of Eumenes in 
with some young men, with orders to bring him quietly if he 
would come, but, if not, by force. When Ptolemy entered 
the house and informed Scopas that the king summoned him, 
he refused at first to obey, but remained looking fixedly at 
Ptolemy, and for a long while preserved a threatening attitude 
as though he wondered at his audacity ; and when Ptolemy 
came boldly up to him and took hold of his chlamys, he 
called on the bystanders to help him. But seeing that the 
number of young men who had accompanied Ptolemy into 
the house was large, and being informed by some one of the 
military array suwounding it outside, he yielded to circum- 
stances, and went, accompanied by his friends, in obedience 
to the summons. 

On his entering the council-chamber the king was the first 
to state the accusation against him, which he did briefly. He 
was followed by Polycrates lately arrived from Cyprus ; and he 
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again by Aristomenes. The charges made by them all were 
much to the same effect as what I have just stated ; but there 
was now added to them the seditious meeting with his friends, 
and his refusal to obey the summons of the king. On these 
charges he was unanimously condemned, not only by the 
members of the council, but also by the envoys of foreign 
nations who were present. For when Aristomenes was about 
to commence his accusation he brought in a large number 
of other Greeks of rank to support him, as well as the 
Aetolian ambassadors who had come to negotiate a peace, 
among whom was Dorimachus son of Nicostratus. When 
these speeches had been delivered, Scopas endeavoured to put 
forward certain pleas in his defence : but gaining no attention 
from any one, owing to the senseless nature of his proceedings, 
he was taken along with his friends to prison. There after 
nightfall Aristomenes caused Scopas and his family to be put 
to death by poison ; but did not allow Dicaearchus to die 
until he had had him racked and scourged, thus inflicting on 
him a punishment which he thoroughly deserved in the name 
of all Greece. For this was the Dicaearchus whom Philip, 
when he resolved upon his treacherous attack on the Cyclades 
and the cities of the Hellespont, appointed leader of the whole 
fleet and the entire enterprise : who being thus sent out to 
perform an act of flagrant wickedness, not only thought that 
he was doing nothing wrong, but in the extravagance of his 
infatuation imagined that he would strike terror into the gods 
as well as man. For wherever he anchored he used to build 
two altars, to Impiety and Lawlessness, and, offering sacrifice 
upon these altars, worshipped them as his gods.i 

These were the men who seemed necessary to Egypt, 
as military leaders, and yet were likely at any moment to 
throw off their allegiance and turn kings for themselves. 
The old Egyptian monarchy had been more than once 
upset by such men, notably by the Libyan Shishak, well 
known in Jewish history. 

On the other hand, the ‘native princes that remained, 
favoured and perhaps incited by the priests, were ever 
^ Polybius xviii. 54. Cf. Addit, Note p. 492. 
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dreaming of recovering the land from Macedonian and 
Greek invaders. During the brilliant reigns of the first 
three Ptolemies, we do not hear of them. No sooner does 
the fourth king arm the natives again, than the first of those 
blood > insurrections breaks out, which were renewed 
during the reigns of many of his successors. It must have 
been such an insurrection, only to be subdued by insub- 
ordinate mercenary leaders in the pay of the government, 
which terrified Aristomenes, and the prudent part of the 
Synedrion, or Council, into behaving with great deference 
and even submission to the Romans. 

§ 177. We may regard it, however, rather as a piece of 
internal, than of external, policy, to hurry on the announce- 
ment of Ihe young king’s personal accession to the throne, 
the so-called dvaKhin'ipia (196-5 B.C.), in which the estab- 
lished religion of the country and its priests had so powerful 
a voice, Polybius ^ merely mentions the fact, and that it was 
promoted by Polycrates, the former governor of Cyprus, 
who had not only been a faithful servant of the previous 
king, but had preserved the island during the great initial 
dangers of the new reign, and had brought considerable 
savings in treasure to assist the anxious Court of Alexandria. 
Fortunately the famous Rosetta stone contains the formal 
document drawn up by the priests on this occasion, and 
from this we can learn, as from the earlier Canopus 
inscription,^ much of the methods of the Ptolemaic, 
administration. The fate of this famous text in the world 
of Greek letters has been very curious. When first dis- 
covered, nearly joo years ago, its capital importance as 
affording the key to tjie hieroglyphic script was recognised, 
and no stone was more quoted and studied. But when 
Champollion had attained to the solution, so far as the 
^ xviii. 55. * Above, § 149. 
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mutilated hieroglyphic text was concerned, no one in 
earlier days took any further trouble to translate the two 
Egyptian texts independently until the demotic studies 
of H. Brugsch, and then of Revillout,^ of which even 
the latter, dating from 1880, are probably in many points 
now antiquated. It is said by competent Egyptologists 
that even yet an honest translation of Ptolemaic 
hieroglyphics — a very late and highly complicated 
development of this writing — is not easily to be had. 
Thus we cannot yet freely use the two Egyptian versions 
to elucidate the difficulties of the Greek. Of this latter, 
the text and commentary of Letronne, published half a 
century ago, seems to be still the standard work, though 
the discovery of many other inscriptions and MSS. on 
papyrus has added much to our knowledge of the titles, 
and of the technical words employed,. We must* therefore 
endeavour, with the help of some valuable hints derived 
from later essays on kindred subjects, but mainly from the 
information of new texts, to understand this all-important 
document. 

§ 178. There has been some controversy as to the 
priority of the various parts of the inscription. Though 
the hieroglyphic version stands first, and that is the order 
which is mentioned in this and other bi-lingual texts, both 
Letronne, in the commentary to his text,^ and Franz ^ 
.maintain that the Greek is the original, and the Egyptian a 
translation. There are some suggestions from Champollion 
that the hieroglyphics do not accurately represent the 
sense of the Greek, and that they show^ignorance on the 
part of the scribe. Until the Egyptian part in its two 

^ In his Chrestomathie d^motique, 

*** Muller’s FHG i., Appendix. There is also a monograph of 
Drumann on the inscription. ® In the CIG. 
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forms is thoroughly understood, much weight cannot be 
attached to this criticism. On the other hand, the very 
preamble of the document, cop<:aining the king’s titles, is 
such as can hardly have been composed by a Greek. The 
^ titles at least, with their mythological intricacies, must have 
been copied from the dictation of an Egyptian priest. 
So must the details of the escutcheon, at the close of the 
text, which in Egypt was a peculiar head-dress, distinguishing 
each king from the rest. I am not aware that in the whole 
mass of Greek inscriptions — some of them quite as formal 
— there is anything of the kind. Take for example the 
inscription of Adule.^ All the king’s titles, composed by 
Greeks, are in accordance with Greek notions. This is 
here far from being the case. As the whole decree was 
passed by the priests, and affected their interests, and 
those of *the other patives, it is obvious enough that 
the resolution must have been originally passed in their 
synod, and first taken down in demotic, from which one 
scribe constructed the hieroglyphic part, while another, 
who knew some Greek, dictated the same to a Greek 
secretary, who copied it in cursive, and then gave it to a 
Greek workman to enter upon the stone.^ 

I am glad to say this conclusion, based upon general 
considerations, agrees with the opinion of Wescher on 
the Canopus inscription, and is strongly corroborated by 
the judgment of Revillout, who, in publishing the Greek , 
and demotic versions with a verbum verbo translation, in 

^ Above, § 128, note. 

2 It is remarkablc^that the workman entrusted with punching the 
inscription on the gold plague of Ptolemy IV. (above, p. 73) was ignor- 
ant of Greek letters, and made such mistakes as an ignorant decipherer 
of Greek now makes, e.g. S for B. It seems likely, therefore, that a 
native workman was employed, and that the work was not even revised 
by a Greek superior. 
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parallel columns, and asserting as past controversy that the 
Canopus inscription shows evidence of a priority in the 
Greek, of which he says the demotic is but a slavish and 
ignorant copy, declares the very reverse to be the case with 
that of Rosetta. Here the priests are speaking in Egyptian 
style, using Egyptian titles, which would have been quite 
strange to Euergetes. Hence the demotic version is in 
this case fuller and more explicit than the Greek. 

The perusal of his version does not leave any strong 
impression of the kind, though the general probability of 
the case confirms him. He rightly sees in the document 
an accommodation of Greek to Egyptian, whereas the earlier 
text he calls a mere accommodation of Egyptian to Greek. 
It is also to be noticed that the hieroglyphic and demotic 
versions, without the Greek, are found repeated on a stele 
at Philae. Throughout the whole document it is Ptah of 
Memphis and his worship which are exalted apparently in 
opposition to Amon Ra of Thebes, which city, as we shall see 
anon, was the centre of the national rebellion. Alexandria 
is for the time laid aside, and the interests of Memphis 
espoused against Thebes.^ 

The composition is in the usual official style, using 
quite correctly the terms which we find in earlier and 
later papyri, but is clumsy and not faultless, though fairly 
grammatical. The text is so seldom to be found in ordinary 
private libraries, that I think it well to give a complete trans- 
literation with a commentary in an appendix to this chapter. 

Hence I need here only give a brief summary. After a 
pompous and purely Egyptian enumer£|,tion of the king's 
titles, and the elaborate dating, the ^decree says that the 
Egyptian priesthood, assembled in solemn conclave at 

^ While I accept all that Revillout says about the later text, I have 
given my reasons for differing from him concerning the earlier. 
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Memphis, when the king celebrated his formal accession 
in the temple of Ptah — in consideration of his benefits to 
the temples, both by donations and remission of taxes, his 
benefits to the population in the same respects, his victorious 
subjugation of a dangerous rebellion, his further benevo- 
^ lences 10 priests and temples — decrees to set up statues of 
him in all the shrines of the greatest deities, with a special 
head-dress marking his name and titles, and to establish 
special feast-days in his honour. 

§ 179. Thus the young king seemed to have overcome 
his greatest difficulties, and to be at last entering upon a 
prosperous reign. The wise administration of Aristomenes 
had warded off, with the aid of Roman diplomacy, the 
most pressing dangers. Antiochns the Great had been 
obliged to turn his conquest of Syria into a doubtful gain, 
only to be retained by betrothing his daughter, with a 
great dowry, to the boy king.^ Philip had been humbled 
at Cynoscephalae, and the Romans were so busy with the 
affairs of Greece and Asia Minor, that they had no leisure 
for closer interference in Egypt. The outbreak of the 
natives was overcome with the aid of Polycrates, and 
apparently without any extravagant cruelty. The young 
king himself was being trained in manly exercises by 
# Aristonikos, an eunuch who was brought up with him, 
and who was remarkable for his sporting talents. It was 
reported to Polybius by an Egyptian ambassador that the 
young king had even killed a wild bull from his horse. ^ 

^ ^ S. Jerome ad Dan, xi. 17. 

® xxii. 22 : ‘Just tliat time Demetrius of Athens came on a mission 
from Ptolemy, to renew the existing alliance between the king and the 
Achaean League. This wSs eagerly accepted, and my father, Lycortas, 
and Theodoridas, and Rositeles of Sicyon were appointed ambassadors 
to take the oaths on behalf of the Achaeans, and receive those of the 
king. And on that occasion a circumstance occurred, which, though 

X 
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When he was not seventeen years old, the Syrian princess 
Cleopatra, betrothed to him five or six years before, was 
brought by her father with great pomp to Raphia on the 
common frontier, where she was married (193 b.c.), with 
the taxes of Coele-Syria and Palestine as her dowry. It 
has been well pointed out that this by no means implies 
the cession of the disputed provinces to the king of 
Egypt.^ It only meant that the taxes, or probably the 
items of the taxes considered as the royal fiscus, were 
paid over yearly to the princess. The events at the open- 
ing of the next reign show clearly that Syrian governors 
and Syrian troops held Palestine. It was permaner^tly 
lost to Egypt. So also the Greek island-cities which had 
been wrested from Egyptian influence by Philip’s fleet at 
the opening of Epiphanes’ reign, though released from 
Philip’s barbarous ravages, seem ,never to have come 
again under Egyptian rule, though the first demand of the 
Romans had been, that they should be restored to Ptolemy 
by Antiochus.^ Either they were made ‘ free ’ at the demand 
of the Romans,^ or they entered the Confederacy of 
Rhodes. It was therefore during the infancy of Epiphanes, 
not during the slothful reign of Philopator, that the ex- 
ternal provinces and influence of Egypt were curtailed, so 

not important perhaps, is still worth recording. After the completion 
of this renewal of alliance on behalf of the Achaeans, Philopoemcn 
entertained the ambassador ; and in the course of the banquet the 
ambassador introduced the king’s name, and said a great deal in his 
praise, quoting anecdotes of his skill and boldness in hunting, as well 
as his excellence in riding and the use of arms ; and ended by quoting, 
as a proof of what he said, that the king on hoixieback once transfixed 
a bull with a javelin.’ But as courtiers of all epochs show an irre- 
sistible propensity to lie about their princes, the whole story may be 
an invention. 

^ Stark Gaza p. 426. ^ Polybius xviii. i fin, 

** Ibid. 47, and 49-51. Cf. Addit, Note pp. 492-3. 
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that of its foreign possessions only Cyprus^ and Cyrene 
remained. 

§ 180. We hear of no effort on the part of Epiphanes 
to regain his provinces ; though during the war of Antiochus 
with Rome, or even after the battle of Magnesia, he might 
easily nave seized Syria and Palestine. And yet his queen 
is said to have sided loyally with her husband, where his 
interests clashed with those of her native country. She 
was a vigorous and prudent woman, and she certainly 
introduced new blood into a stock likely to degenerate 
from the constant unions of close blood-relations. But 
upfortunately she brought by her name another confusion 
into the annals of the Lagidae. Old historians, and we 
too, arc puzzled enough with the recurring Arsinoes and 
Berenikes. Now come the Clcopatras, who add to the 
older names a new confusion of their own. 

If Epiphanes waged no foreign wars, he kept up 
friendly diplomatic relations with the Achaean League, 
even sending an embassy (about 188 b.c.) to offer large 
gifts, and seek the renewal of his former treaty.^ The 
famous Lycortas and others were sent for this purpose to 
Alexandria, but upon their reappearance before the League 
a scene of confusion arose, which is one of the most 
curious passages in Polybius^ history. 

The next subject introduced for debate was that of king 
Ptolemy. The ambassadors who had been on the mission 
to Ptolemy were called forward, and Lycortas, acting as 
spokesman, began by stating how they had interchanged oaths 

^ Cyprus, which ^ad been held for his father by Polycrates, was now 
held for him safely by the able and economical Ptolemy the Megalopolitan 
(Polybius XX vii. 13). • 

Cf. above, p. 305, note 2. Modern historians assign no importance 
to these missions of politeness, which were then much in fashion. 
Cf. Hertzberg Gesch, Griech. i. p. 152. Polybius evidently thought 
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of alliance with the king ; and next announced that they 
brought a present from the king to the Achaean League of six 
thousand stands of arms for peltasts, and two thousand talents 
in copper money. He added a panegyric on the king, 
and finished his speech by a brief reference to his goodwill 
and active benevolence towards the Achacans. Upon this 
the Strategus of the Achaeans, Aristaenus, stood up and 
asked Lycortas and his colleagues in the embassy to Ptolemy 
* which alliance it was that he had thus renewed ? ’ 

No one answering the question, but all the assembly 
beginning to converse with each other, the Council chamber 
was filled with confusion. The cause of this absurd state of 
things was this. There had been several treaties of alliance 
formed between the Achaeans and Ptolemy’s kingdom, as 
widely different in their provisions as in the circumstances 
which gave rise to them : but neither had Ptolemy’s envoy 
made any distinction when arranging for the renewal, merely 
speaking in general terms on the matter, nor had the 
ambassadors sent from Achaia ; but they had interchanged 
the oaths on the assumption of there ‘being but one treaty. 
The result was, that, on the Strategus quoting all the treaties, 
and pointing out in detail the differences between them, which 
turned out to be important, the assembly demanded to know 
which it was that they were renewing. And when no one was 
Jible to explain, not even Philopoemen himself, who had been 
in office when the renewal was made, nor Lycortas and his 
colleagues who had been on the mission to Alexandria, these 
men all began to be regarded as careless in conducting the 
business of the League ; while Aristaenus acquired great 
reputation as being the only man who knew what he was 
talking about ; and finally, the assembly refused to allow the 
ratification, voting on account of this blunder that the business 
should be postponed. 

A subsequent embassy of the Achaeans to this king was 
interrupted by his death. ^ 

differently, as will appear from the debate Vhich he describes. It 
follows from the language of - Lycortas that to strangers at least 
Epiphanes appeared a courteous and reasonable sovran. 

^ Polybius xxiv, 6. 
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In both cases Polybius speaks of Ptolemy as the moving 
cause, and the Achaeans as acquiescing in his initiative. 
But the reasons of this policy are not stated. 

§ 1 8 1. In the year 191 b.c., when the Romans de- 
cla; ed war against the Aetolians, Epiphanes sent an embassy 
to Rome, with a gift of 1000 lbs. of gold and 20,000 lbs. 
of silver, which, however, as well as his proffered troops, 
were politely declined by the Romans. At this time the 
struggle with Antiochus was imminent, and it was the 
obvic us policy of all the other eastern powers to side with 
the great western republic. It was in accordance with this 
that presently ‘ ambassadors were sent from Ptolemy and 
Cleopatra, sovrans of Egypt, with congratulations that 
Manius Acilius the consul had driven King Antiochus 
from Grqpce, and advising the Romans to send their army 
over to Asia ; that all Syria as well as Asia was in a 
panic; that the sovrans of Egypt were prepared to do 
whatever the Senate resolved. A vote of thanks was 
passed to the sovrans, and a donation given to the 
ambassadors,’ ^ It is noteworthy that Livy speaks of reges 
Aegypti^ the king and queen, as of equal importance, 
just as the second Ptolemy and Arsinoe, the Brother 
Gods, had been associated.^ We know of no special 
act associating the queen in the case of Epiphanes, 
but with a strange persistence the queens of this royal 
house seem superior in character and vigour to their 
husbands. 

The meaning, however, of Ptolemy’s persistent offers of 
help to the Romans, is not more clear than the meaning of 

^ Livy xxxvii. 3. 

2 It is, however, not impossible that Livy is thinking of Cleopatra 
and her young son Ptolemy Philometor, with whom she reigned formally 
for some years during his minority. 
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their equally persistent, though polite refusals. The object 
of the Egyptian was to recover from Antiochus his lost 
provinces.^ The Greek island-cities had been declared 
free, and the Roman phil-Hellenism was so sentimentally 
violent on that point, that Epiphanes never hoped for a 
favourable reply. But he must have expected to recover 
Palestine and Coele-Syria, especially after the Roman victory 
of Magnesia, and the complete submission of Antiochus. 
Still though the Greek cities profited something, though the 
kingdom of Pergamum and the republic of Rhodes gained 
yet more by the settlement, Egypt got nothing. The fact 
was that Antiochus was fined an enormous war indemnity ; 
it was not the policy of Rome to deprive him of any rich 
Oriental province, while he was raising this sum from his 
subjects. After the death of Antiochus III. b.c., 

his successor Seleukos IV. maintained the same military 
control over these provinces, though their heavy taxes, 
and the threatened plunder of the temples by Heliodorus, 
the arTparrjyos of the Syrian king, made men again think of 
returning to Ptolemy as a Protector, whose queen was now 
a Syrian princess, always striving to spread her influence 
towards the north. 

§ 182. But for the present there was no open threat of 
war. We may be sure that the second great home 
rebellion, which Epiphanes was obliged to face, occupied 
him and his ministers to the full extent of their powers. 
We hear that Epiphanes had grown worse with age. He 
had put to death by poison his wise minister Aristomenes, 
who had allowed himself too much fretdom in dealing 

c 

^ A Lycian inscription in favour of Epiphanes appears to commem- 
orate the fact that though he had lost Lycia in the settlement of 189 
B.C., he sent help subsequently to the Lycians in their war against the 
Rhodians (Letronne Recherches i, p. 52). 
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with his royal pupil.^ The favourite general Polycrates, 
who took all trouble off his hands, is also said by Polybius 
to have degenerated with age, and it is evident that the 
comT>romises which led to the decree of the priests at 
Memphis in the ninth year of his reign, must have been 
violated by the crown. A document among the Petrie 
Papyri, dating in the eighteenth year of his reign, shows 
that the tax of onc-sixth on wine, called dirofioipa, which 
had been monopolised by the deified queen of the second 
Ptoleiuy, and had been ceded to the priests for their 
temples in the Rosetta decree, was again absorbed by 
the deified queens.^ In other words the great revenue 
of the temples had been again absorbed by the crown. 
This and other injustices led to a dangerous revolution in 
Upper Egypt. It was led by at least four native princes 
or dynasts^ whom Polybius names. The events of this 
revolution were so similar to those of the former, which 
is noticed in the Rosetta stone, that there was long felt 
some difficulty in distinguishing to which of them the four 
fragments of Polybius and Diodorus refer. 

After mentioning the death of Aristomenes, the latter 
proceeds^ ‘Becoming gradually more brutal and aiming 
at a tyrant’s lawlessness rather than a monarch’s sway, 
he became odious to the Egyptians, and ran the risk of 

^ From Agatharchicles we have a curious fragment, containing an 
exhortation to a young Ptolemy to undertake a war agninst Aethiopia. 
It is agreed among critics that the king in question was Epiphanes, and 
they put the speech into the mouth of this Aristomenes, cf. Krall Sttidien 
ii- 45- ^ 

^ II. xlvi. It also appears that the cleruchs, a class not men- 
tioned in any later papyji, but frequent in the Arsinoite documents 
of the second and third Ptolemies, still existed, at least in that province, 
for they appear as witnesses etc. in the group of documents which I have 
printed in the same vol. (xlvi). 

^ Vol, iv. p. 106 of Dindorf’s text. 
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losing his throne.* In Polybius we have a mutilated 
passage ^ discussing the alleged divine right of kings, and 
their consequent right to break their obligations, evidently 
in connexion with the treachery of Epiphanes and the 
rebels. The historian proceeds : 

When this same Ptolemy was besieging Lycopolis, the 
Egyptian nobles surrendered to the king at discretion ; and 
his cruel treatment of them involved him in manifold dangers. 
The same was the result at the time Polycrates suppressed 
the revolt. For Athinis, Pausiras, Chesuphus, and Irobastus, 
who still survived of the rebellious nobles, yielding to necessity, 
appeared at the city of Sais and surrendered at discretion to 
the king. But Ptolemy, regardless of all pledges, had them 
tied naked to the carts and dragged off, and then put to death 
with torture. He then went to Naucratis with his army, 
where he received the mercenaries enlisted for him by Aristo- 
nicus from Greece, and thence sailed, to Alexandria, without 
having taken any part whatever in the actual operations of 
the war, thanks to the dishonest advice of Polycrates, though 
he was now twcnty*five years old. . . . 

§ 183. Revillout has found ^ two demotic Theban con- 
tracts, the one dated in the fourth year of Horhetep, the 
second in the fourteenth year of Anchtu, the latter of 
which is countersigned by the fifth section of priests of 
Amon Ra, whose establishment is ordained by Euergetes 
in the Canopus decree. Hence he infers that both these 
dynasts must have held titular power after that reign at 
‘Thebes, and at least for eighteen years. This hardly agrees 
with the statement of the hieroglyphic inscription con- 
cerning the building of the Edfu templ«/^ which describes 
this place as a centre of the rebellion which broke out in 
the sixteenth year, and even as occupied by a rebel dynast 
from the sixteenth till the nineteenth year of Epiphanes, 


^ xxii. 6-7. 


? Chrest. cUm, p. xcii. 


® Above, p. 240. 
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when this king began to add to the buildings of his 
predecessors. On the other hand dated documents among 
the Petrie Papyri (ii. xlvi-viii) show that in the fourth and 
the eighteenth years of Epiphanes, the Ptolemaic law-courts 
I and the farming of taxes, etc., were undisturbed in the 
secluded Arsinoite nome.^ We have also the departure, 
apparently permanent, of Greek troops from Thebes for the 
south mentioned in the Turin Papyrus.^ These dynasts 
then were probably local kings like Inaros or Amyrtaeos, 
during part of Epiphanes^ reign. 

Diodorus’ words also imply that what Polybius relates was 
not the end of the insurrection, though Epiphanes was now 
twenty-five years old (184 b.c.) and though we know that 
at the time of his death, four years later, he was preparing 
for an in’v^sion of Syria. S. Jerome,® in his Commentary 
on Daniel xi., tells us (from Porphyry) that when Epiphanes’ 
generals asked him how he would provide for his increased 
forces, he replied that his treasure was in the number of 
his friends^ probably, in the official sense, of his nobility, 
for friend of the king was now a title like the cousins of 
modern monarchs. The friends in question thereupon 
disposed of him by poison in the twenty-ninth year of 
his age, and twenty-fourth of his reign (182-1 b.c.) As I 

^ Krall thinks {Studien ii. 43, note), in my opinion rightly, that 
these insurgent kings counted their years as kings of Aethiopia, not of 
Upper Egypt, hence the long period of eighteen years of successful 
rebellion is not necessary. 

2 Above, p. 290, note 2. On Inaros, etc. cf. Thucyd. i. 104. 

^ Porro Porphyrins non vult hunc esse Seleucuniy sed Ptolemaeum 
Epiphanemy qui SeleS:o sit molitus insidiaSy et adversum eum exercitum 
prepararity et idcirco vene^o sit interfectus a ducihus suis, quod cum 
unus ab illo quaererety tantas res moliens ubi haberet pecuniam : re- 
sponds sibi amicos esse divitias. quod quum divulgaium esset in 
populisy timuerunt duces ne auferret eorum substantiaMy et idcirco eum 
maltficis artibus occiderunt. 
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have said above/ this probably means that he intended to 
sell the title of Friend^ and so impair the privileges of the 
existing official nobility. Revillout ^ refers to the stele of 
Philae (a hieroglyphic and demotic text much damaged, 
published by Brugsch) dated in this king’s nineteenth year, , 
wherein he renews the (fukavOpinira of the Rosetta inscrip- 
tion,® but Revillout adds that in his twentieth year there 
was imposed a new and vexatious tax of 5 per cent, to be 
paid by the buyer upon all sales, the eyKVKkios dKoa-Tr] 
which appears so often in the papyri, and the receipt of 
which in the royal bank is taken as evidence of such sale 
in the courts. Euergetes II. in the late years of his reign 
even raised it to 10 per cent. The imposing of this tax 
may have been one of the causes of Epiphanes’ murder : 
it is at all events a symptom of his financial jiifficulties, 
and an evidence of his oppressive attempts to mend them. 

§ 184. As might be expected, we have but few evi- 
dences from inscriptions of internal benefits conferred by 
this king. There is a votive offering of one Acoris at 
a grotto near the site of the ancient Tehneh,^ in Greek. 
The cartouche of the king is among the rarest found 
upon Ptolemaic buildings. He continued the building 
of the great temple at Edfu. At Philae, the so-called 
chapel of Aesculapius is declared by its inscription to be 
founded by Ptolemy Epiphanes and Cleopatra, and their 
son, to Imhotep, the son of Ptah. The mention of their 
son seems to place this inscription in a late portion of 
the reign.® 

^ p. 214, note 2. * Chrest, (Sfm. p. xiii. 

^ A remission of the taxes paid by the natives to the local dynasts 
during their sway must have been the main indulgence of this decree. 

^ Murray ii. p. 404. Cf. also Rev, arch, xiv. 89 vircp IItoX. Oeov 
Em<l>avovs fieyaXov evxo-pf-orrov AKupis Epwew leidi, MwxtaSt <rwretpa(t). 

® We have another record of this king in a small stele with a very 
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The copy of the decree on the Rosetta stone, at the 
same temple, has already been mentioned. A temple at 
Antaeopolis, built by this king and queen, was undermined 
by Nile, and so destroyed, in the present century. 

Effaced inscription, in the museum of Gizeh (room 39), which runs thus ; 
vircp jSacrtXews ITtoX. tov IItoX. Oeov Em(l>avovs Kai evxapto'TOv IcriSt Oeat 
fieyaXi^L tov vaov kul to lepov Kai to. irpocrovTa avTui Tafuaa /cat ra 
arvvKvpovTa iravTa Oecjv HpaKXeiSov Maptovevs. Unfortunately, after 
deciphering the inscription, I could get no information of its provenance, 
and as it has no date, and we know nothing of Theon of Maroneia from 
other sources, w? can as yet draw no further conclusions from the text. 
Strack [Mittk. for 1894, p. 224) and Wilcken think that Maroneus is 
formed from Maron, one of the mythical ancestors of Ptolemy, who 
gave their names to Alexandrian demes, so that Theon would be an 
Alexandrian of the deme of Maron. 
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APPENDIX 

The Decree of Memphis (Rosetta Stone) 196 b.c. 

§ 185. PatTikevovTos tov vcou, /cat irapaXa/^ovTos T7jv /Satri- 
Actav Trapa tov Trarpos, Kvptov /Sao-tkeiiov^ picyaXoSo^ov, tov ttjv 
KiyvTTTOV KaTaxrT7](TapL€Vov^ Kai ra irpos Tovs | Oeovs evtrcISovSy 
avTL7raX(i)v virepTepov, tov tov f^iov rwv avOpuyiriov cTravo/o- 
^(ocravTos, Kvptov TptaKovTacTrjpiSwv^ KaOarrcp o Ht^atcrros o 
/xcyas’ f^aa-iXeios Kadairep o r;Atog, | /xeyas ^atrtAcvg Ttui/ T€ 
avo) Kai Tiov koto) \ij)p(i}Vy €Kyovov Oetav ^iXoiraTopiav’ ov o 
li<f»ai(rTos cSo/ct/xacrcv, (ut o rjXios cStoKCv ttjv viKrjv' €lkovos 
^<ii(rrjs TOV Atog, viov tov rjXiov^ IlToAe/xatov^l atwvojStov, 
7jya7rrjpL€vov vwo tov ^Oa' ctovs evaTOv^ €<jf) up€U)s Actov tov 
Actov AX€^av 8 pov Kai Oeayv SwTTy/owv /cat A8cA<^0)V /cat 

^cwv Evc/oycTwv Kai Oiiav ^tAoTraro/owi/ /cat | 0€ov E7rt</>avovg 
Evxapto'Tov • aOXocfiopov Bc/oci/t/CT^g Ei;€/oy€Tt8og Ili^/o/oag Tiyg 

The observations already made on the decree of Canopus 
will enable us to treat the present text far more briefly. The 
circumstances of the issuing of the decree will be found at 
§177. Square brackets indicate a loss, or supply of lost 
letters, or a superfluous word ; round brackets a few obvious 
corrections. 

11. 1-3. Here at the very opening we come upon one of the 
greatest contrasts between the sister decrees, and probably that 
which persuaded Revillout that while the original of the former 
was Greek, this must have been demotic. On Greek principles, 
the opening should run : /SaxnXevovTOs IItoA. tov IItoA. Kai 
ApfTivorjs Oecjv ^iXoTraTopcjv, crovg cvarov, €<f) lepeo/g Actov 
ktA., instead of which we have long- winded formulae quite 
foreign to any known or possible Greek dating. 

1. 5. kiTitfiavris means a god manifesting his presence ; 
evxdp^TTo^^ displaying his beneficence ; not full of grace, in the 
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^tAtvov, Kavrjcfiopov A/xrtvor^s ^tAa8cA<^ov Apeias Atoycvovs, 
t€p€tas ApcrLvor)<s AoTraropos ^tprjvrjs | ti/s JlToXepaiov * prjvos 5 

HcLvSiKOV TCT/OaSt, AtyVTTTtWV §€ McXCt/O OfCTO) Kttt 8 €KaTY)L' 
’'FH^ISMA. OL apxLcpeis Kai Trpo(jiYjTaL Kat 01 €l<s to aSvTOP 
€L(r7rop*:vop€voL TT/oos Tov (TToXicrpov T(jt)v \ dccov Kai 7rT€pO<j>OpaL 
teat le/joy/ t/i/Aarcts Kat ot aAAot tepet? Travre?, ot a7ravTi^(7avT€S 
CK Twv Kara r't^v upiov cts Mc/A<^tv rwt ^ao-tAct Trpos rr^v 

‘Travrjyvptv rrjs TrapaAiy^cws Try? | /^ao-tActa^ rrys IlToAc/Aatov, 
aioivopLov riyaTTrjpcvov vtto tov ^6a Ocov E7rt^avoi>5 Euxaptorov, 
-lyr irapeXa/^ev Trapa tov Trarpos ai>rov, (rvvaxOevTe^ €v T(oi cv 
M€/A<^€t tepwt, Tiyt T)p€pai rairr^yt ctTrav | EIIEIAH jSacrtAcvs 
nroAt/xato? attuvoyStos rjyaTTTjpevo^i vtto tov ^£os E7rt<^apiys 
Evxapto-ro<?, o £y /SaaiXem UToXepatov kol fiaa-LXtcrcrrjs 
Apa-Lvorj^ 8e(i)v ^tAoTraropwv, Kara ToXXa €V€py€Ti)K€v tol 6 
tepa, Kai I Tovs €P avTOiS ovrm Kai tov<s vtto ttjv eavTOV 

fSairiXciav Toira-opevovs uTravras* vwapxdiv Oeos €k Oeov Kai ^cas 

• 

sense of attractive or delightful. H</)atcrT05 and ^ 6 a are 
used in the Greek indifferently for the same demotic sign, or 
rather where Ptah appears in the king’s cartouche, the word is 
preserved in the Greek. The somewhat senseless repetition 
of the same god three times is relieved by considering that 
Ptolemy^ living for ever^ beloved of Ptah ^ is the transcription 
of the king’s oval, or ordinaiy Egyptian name, given at the 
head of Chapter VIII. tov Aios (1. 3) is in the DV Amon. 

11. 7, 8. This occasion is then the formal coronation of the 
young king upon his coming of age ( 1 4), and at Memphis, in 
the temple of Ptah. We may well doubt whether the earlier 
kings condescended to this ceremony. They were probably 
crowned at Alexandria. M. Revillout (RE iii. 4 .r^.) thinks 
this was the third formal ceremony connected with Epiphanes’ 
succession, viz. (i) an association with his father, about 208-7 
B.C., when the princ^ born 210-9, was a mere infant; (2) his 
actual accession described by Polybius ; (3) the present coro- 
nation. • 

1. 9. The king’s Egyptian name and description is again 
given, before coming to his ordinary Greek description. 

1. TO. Benefits to priests are by them always stated as 
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KaOarrep ^pos o rrjs I(r605 Kat 0(rtpto5 vlos, o €7ra/xvvas twi 
10 Trar/ot avrov Ocrtpct, ra irpos Oeovs | cvcpycTtKtas StaKet/xevos, 
avaT€^ctK€v €ts ra le/oa apyvpiKa^ T£ Ka6 criTixas tt/doctoSovs * 
Kat Sairavas iroWas V7ro/jt€/A[c]vr^Kcv, cveKa toi> AtyuTrrov 
€ts cuStai/ ayayetv, Kat ra L€pa KaTocTTr/o-ao-^at * | rat? t€ caurov 
SvvapccTLV Tr€<fiL\avdp(siTry)K€ Trcurats Kat a7ro twv v7rap\ov(r(Df 
€v AtyoTTTOJt TTpocroSoji', Kat (ftopoXoynov Ttvas pcv £ts rcAo^ 
a<jirjK€Vy aXXov^ Se K€Kov(f)iK€Vj ottcos o T€ Aaos Kat ot aAAot 
7ra]/T£9 Cl' I €X)drjvLaL <ii<rLV cTrt t>/9 cavrov /JacrcActa?. ra t€ 
PaxrtXiKa ocjiciXrjpaTa a 7rpo(ro)(f>€tXov ot ev Atyvirrm Kat ot cv 
rrji XotTrrjt /JacrtActat avroxf, ovra iroXXa rm TrXyjSei, acj^rjKev* 
Kat Tov? Cl' rat? <j)vXaKaig | a7rr)yp€Vov<s Kat toi;s €V aiTiais 
ovrag ck toXXov xpovov air^Xinre t(jdv evK^KX'qp^voiv. Tpotrera^e 

distinct from, and more important than, benefits to the rest of 
the population. The use of eavrov here and 11 . 12, 13 for 
avTov is a fault not uncommon at this period. 

1 . II. We know now that crmxas (-Kas) re Kat apyvptKas 
corresponds to a distinction in the fiscal management of the 
exchequer, there being separate offices for each. Cf. the texts 
quoted by me in Hermathena for 1895. €r’8ta, peace^ is 

usually coupled with €v0rjvtay plenty^ in C and in this text. 

1 . 12. Letronne thought that TT€<j)iXavdp^Trr}K€ should be 
rendered as a neuter verb. It is more likely that it means 
<l>tXdv 0 pw 7 ra iroteiv with an object understood, and the demotic 
seems to mean ‘he gave presents to all the soldiers under 
his authority.’ This also agrees better with the demotic. 
<i>opoXoyia also appears as a technical word in the Revenue 
Papyrus. cjytXdvOptoTa was the usual word for royal con- 
cessions or benevolences, as we know from other inscriptions. 
KCKou^tKcv is in the DV ^ave them (the Egyptians) the 
control of^ i.e, gave them back to the priests, to collect and to 
use. Aao$ means the native population, as elsewhere. 

1. 13. I think it better to constrqp iroXXa 
together, not t(^ TrXrjOet aTrcScoKc, which would mean that he 
gave the remissions to the corporation of the priestly caste 
only. 

1 . 14. The words point to the great hardships of long 
imprisonments without trial. This is evidently the fear in the 
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Sc Kttt Tas irpocroSov^ twv tcpwv Kat ras 8tSo/4€vas cts ain-a Kar 
€VLavTOV (rvvTa^€LS o-tTt I Ktts T€ fCttt apyuptKas ofiotuis Sc Kat 

Ttts Ka^T^KOwas aTTO/xofcpag rots ^cots, airo tc tt/s a/x7rcA,tTtSo9 
yyys Kat twp TrapaScwrwv Kat t(*)v aXXwv twv i;7rap^avT0)v rots 
0cot9 PTTt Tov irarpos avTov | pL€V€LV cTTt xwpas • TTpoo-cra^cv Sc 15 
• Kttt ;rcpt rwp tcpcwp ottws pbrjOev irXuou StSwcrtv ctg to TcXco-rtKov 

OV CTaO’O'OVTO CWS TOO TpiDTOV €TOV^ eiTL TOO TTaTpOS aVTOV* 

aTTcXvcrev Sc Kat to vs ck twp | tcpwv c^vtov tov k(it eviavroy cts 

minds of various petitioners in the Petrie Papyri, who beg that 
they n ay not be allowed to ‘rot in prison.’ (xTrrjypevovs 
seems to be the technical word for being arrested. 

1 . 14. The cr\n’Ta^L% for which the demotic gives a mere 
transcript of the word, was the yearly grant which the 
Ptolemies made to the priests instead of former properties or 
rights on land, which had been taken into the treasury. 

1 . I 5. In particular the diropjotpa to the gods, consisting of 
a CKT1J, J, which was levied from the vines of the country, 
whether in vineyards or gardens, had been turned into a tax 
for Arsinoe Philadelphus in the twenty-third year of the second 
Ptolemy’s reign. This appears from the Revenue papyrus. 

If the statement of the text be true, the priests had recovered 
this large source of income during the reign of Philopator. 
The very expression p^heiv im ‘ remain on its old 

footing,’ seems to point back to the former disturbance of it. 

1 . 16. The DV seems to make it certain that the TcAccrTtKov 
was a tax paid on becoming a priest, and this had now been 
fixed, curiously enough, at the sum payable under the late 
king’s first year. Letronne, greatly puzzled by the otiose cTrt, 
if we translate thus, proposed to render : ‘ the tax which the 
priests paid up to (the end of) their first year, in his father’s 
time,’ which is even moi'e awkward. Perhaps a mere inversion 
of the clauses would be simpler, viz. ‘they should not pay 
more than they hac^ paid under his father, up to the first year 
of the present reign,’ which would imply that Epiphanes’ 
ministers, probably in (distress for money at his accession, had 
imposed an increase of this tax, which was now remitted. 
The DV here gives us no help. 

1 . 1 7. The Wvrj seem to be the various classes included in 
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AA,€^av 5 / 0 €tav KdrairXov' TrpocrcTa^cv fic Kai rrjv (n}X\r)}j/Lv t(jdv 
€is rrjv vavTiiav /at; Trotctcr^at* tcdv t cts to fSacriXiKov (n»vT€- 
Xovfi€vo)v €v rots L€pOL<i j3v(r(rLV0i>v \ oOovkov aireXva-ev ra Si>o 
fi€pri‘ ra tc cyAcXei/x/Acva Travra cv rots irporepov 
a7roKaT€(rT7](r€V €ts rr^v KaSriKovcrav ra^iv, (fipovri^uiv ottws ra 
€Ldi(rfi€va (TvvTeXTjraL tol^ Oeois Kara to | wpoarjKov' o/xota>Sf 
Sc Kat TO SiKaiov iraa-iv aireveipLev KaOaTrep E/o/at/^ o pLcyas Kai 
/X€ya 5 * 7 rp(o)o-€Ta^€V Sc Kai tovs KaraTropcvopievovs c/c tc twv 
p,a\Lfmv Kai twv aAAwv twv aXXorpia | cjipovrjcravTiov cv T 019 

the ttA^^os of the priests. In the DV it is the men ‘ among 
the authorities of the temple.’ This remission that they 
should no longer pay their formal respects yearly at Alex- 
andria was a great concession to national feeling. The DV 
indicates that crvXX 7 ]\pLs ds vavrelav means compulsory (naval) 
service, like our old press-gang, though there seems to be no 
equivalent for the words cts ryv vavrevav, 

1 . 18. The sail-cloth seems to have been manufactured at 
the temples, and by the priestly caste. In a new papyrus 
(Grenfell Papyri i) brought home (1895) by Mr. Grenfell, 
oOovLov is distinctly used for outer garment or cloak. cyAc- 
Act/A/xeva is in the DV out of order ^ and seems to refer not 
to omissions, but to irregular exactions, roi^ is of course a 
mistake for Tots'. 

1 . 19. The expression Hermes (Thoth) /xeya? koX fdyas, 
which even appears as /xeya? /x€ya9 when applied to Souchos 
in inscriptions of the Fayyum, is not Greek but Egyptian, and 
one more proof that the original was in demotic. The allusion 
to the warrior caste, as still existing, is remarkable. But for 
this we should have imagined it long since extinct (though 
^ the word occurs in Plutarch’s Moralia iii. 7 and 9), and 
replaced by foreign mercenaries ; and so it may have been, 
till the natives, probably of this caste, were armed again and 
trained before the battle of Raphia, and hence assumed the 
courage to revolt. The text implies that tne insurrection was 
mainly military, but of course the priasts would conceal their 
share in it, in this document This is the rapa^ri here 
mentioned. KaraTropevopLCvovs is in the DV future, wAo will 
come (back). 
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Kara r'qv Tapa\rjv Kaipoi^ KarcXOovra^ pL€V€tv eiri rcju tStcuv 
KTiycrcwv Trpocvoiy^iy 8c Kat ottws e^a7ro(rTa\oxriv 8vvap.€is 
tTTTrtKat Tc Kai ire^iKai kul i/j/cs crt rows cTrcA^oi'ras | «ri nyv 20 
AtyvTTTov Kara tc rryv ^aXacrcrai' Kat rrjv ijireipov, vTro/xetvas 
8a7rav^‘i apyvpLKa^ tc /cat o-tTt/cas /AcyaAas ottws Td ^ tcpa Kat 
«)t € 1 / avTz/t TravTCS cv a(T<;f)aActat oxrtv* Trapaytvo/tc- | vo? 8c 
/cat ct 9 Av/cwv TToXtv Tryy Twt BoixrtptTT^t lyv KareLXyjppevirf 
Kat (o)(np(Dp€V'q TTpos iroXtopKtav OTrXtav tc Trapa^ccret 8ai^tAc- 
o*Tcpat Kttt rrjt aXXyjt ')(ppy)yiai Tracrt^t, ws av ck ttoA-Xov | x(p)®’ 
vov (rvv€(TTi)Kv tas Tr]s aXXorpiorrjro^ TOts cTncrvi/ax^ctcrtv ct? 
avTTjv aac^ccriv, ot r^crav cts tc Ta tcpa /cat tovs ci/ Atyvirrm 
KaroLKOWTas iroXXa KaKa cn/i/TCTcAccr/tcvot, /cat av- j riKaOura^s 
X 0 )/>ta(Ttv TC /cat ra^pois Kat Tct^ccrtv avrrjv a^toAoyots Trcpt- 
cAa^cv* Tov TC NctAou T7;v ava^atriv pteyaXrjv Toi7](rapL€vov cv 
Twt oy8oait cTCt /cat etOarpevov /caTtt/cAvfctv Ta | 7rc8ta KaTco’^cv 

1 . 20. This sending out an aimy and fleet is generally 
supposed to allude to the campaigns of Scopas against 
Antiochus the Great in Palestine (203-2 B.c. ?) But I think 
it rather applies to forces sent to the frontiers, south or 
south-east, to repel raids of Nubians and others, who sought 
to profit by the troubles of the country. For the foreign 
campaigns are quite out of chronological order in this place. 
Here, as in the Canopus decree, such expeditions are regarded 
as undertaken by the king at his own expense. Hence there 
seems to have been no war-tax among the many imposts with 
which the people were burdened. 

1 . 22. This campaign of Lycopolis has been discussed § 182. 
The DV adds : ‘ which had passed into the hands of the 
impious.^ From Ta</)pois to ox^poVas, the Greek is only a 
very free rendering of the DV. We know that in some cases 
the insurgents seized the temples, and used them for forts, as 
in the case of Edfu. 

I . 23. D adds : ‘ naving abandoned the path of obedience 
to the king and the godsi 

II . 24-26. The operation described is the damming aside of 
the overflowing Nile, so that it might not flood the king’s camp, 
and stop the siege. By this means the insurgents, who hoped 

Y 
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€K TToXXojy TOTTiOV OXVpUXTa^ Ta (TTO/Xaia T(OV TTOra/XWV 


€is avTa 7rX.ri$os ovk oAtyov*^,ttt Karao’TT/cras iinrets 

TC Kat TTcfoVS TT/OOS Tli]l <fivXaKr]l I aVTiOV €V XP^^^^ 

T€ TToAtv Kara Kparo^ etXev Kai tov? ev avTiyt acrk]^^^^ iravras 
8i€<j}d€Lp€V, KaOairc^p E/o/x]i;s Kat Opos o rrys lottos /cat 


vios avTOig j tottols aTrocTTavrav' 

TTpOTcpov* Tovs [ t ] af^yjyr^(Taix€Vov<i riav aTOiTTdVTOiV cttl tov 
kavTov Trarpos Kai Tyjv X'^P^^ e[/cTapa^ ?]avTas Kai ra tepa 
a^iK7)cravTa<s^ Trapaycvoftevos cts M€/x<^ti/, iirap^vviov | Twt Trarpt 


for relief from the inundation, were driven to despair. I am 
in doubt about the usual translation of xpos rfj (jivXaKy 
avrm (25-6) which both Letronne and Revillout interpret of 
the watching of the new dykes with horse and foot. I rather 
incline to translate : ‘when the Nile made a very high inunda- 
tion in the eighth year, and would naturally have covered all 
the flat land (Lycopolis being on a mound), he stayed the 
river (which no antecedent king had ever attempted to do, 
DV) by stopping at many points, and at great expense, the 
mouths of the canals which brought the rising Nile into the 
lands about Lycopolis, and so, having set horse and foot to 
invest them {avTiov the insurgents), presently stormed the 
city.’ His dykes enabled him to keep his troops investing 
the city. The DV throws no light on aurwi/. 

1. 26. It was a usual formula of flattery to say whatever 
a Ptolemy had done, had been done of old in the same way, 
and in the same place, by some Egyptian god. To SiccfyOeipev 
the DV adds : and annihilated them, as etc. 

1. 27. d<f)r]yrj(rdp€voL is a curious word for the leaders of a 
revolt, whom Polybius calls Swacrrat or local chiefs. Xenophon 
uses it for the van of an army under march. DV says ; 

‘ the impious who had collected troops.’ Some of these men 
had been for years maintaining a civil war. 

I think the suggestion c[voxAr/cr]av^as of Letronne too 
weak, as he thinks €[p7^pi(o<r]avTas (Person) too strong (though 
Letronne might have qupted in his own support Appian’s use of 
the word (Beit, Civ. iv. 61), who describes Cleopatra pleading to 
Cassius that Egypt was bothered {€voxXovp.€V 7 jv) with pestilence 
and famine). I^rhaps Urapd^avTaSf a word found in Plutarch 
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Kai rrfL eavrov jSacriXeLai, Travras €KoXa(r€y Ka^yKoyrtos KaS 
ov Kaipov Trapey€vyOr) Trpos to crwT€A.6(r^7;[vat avriai ra] Trpocr- 

yKOVTa vopiLpa ryi TrapaAr^^ci tt^s jiaa-iXuas' A^HKEN 

5c Kttt ra c[v] I Tots lepots o</>ci.Aop,cva cts to f^axriXiKov cws tov 
oyBouv CTO vs ovTa cts crtTov tc feat apyvp(t)ov TrXyOos ovk oXtyov^ 
(»)(rao[TOj^- 5c K]at Tas Tt/ias tcdv p-y o'vvtctcAco'/icvwv cts to 
PaxriXiKov /SvarcTLVtav o^[opt"] | (ov Kai twv o'vPTCTcAco'pcvwv ra 
TTpos TOP 5cty/xaTtcr/jtov 5ta<^opa c<i>s TwvavTwv )(povo)v' aTrcAvo’cv 
5c ra i€pa Kai rys a[7ro5t5o ?]p€vys aprafiy^ ryi apovpai tt/s icpas 
yys Kai ry^ a/x7rcAtTt5os o/aoi[o)S | to Kcpapiov ryi apovpai * Toit so 
TC Arc.' Kai Mvcvct roAAa eBiopya-aro Kai TOts aAAots upois ftutots 
TOts CP AtyvrTwt, roAv Kpuq"(rov tcdv rpo avTOv /Ja(rtAc(t)a>v 


and in Athenaeus, in sense of greatly troubling^ may be 
accepted. After Ta tepo the D V adds : ‘ being out of the way 
(obedience) of the king and his father, the gods granted him 
to strike.’ • 

1 . 28. The execution of the rebel leaders formed part of 
the coronation ceremonies, for which the king came specially 
to Memphis. The priests now revert again to their favourite 
topic, the remissions of taxes — ^liere of the arrears of taxes due 
up to the eighth year. These w^ere, I suppose, the special 
<l)iXdv 6 p(i)Tra at Epiphanes’ coronation, as distinguished from 
those granted at his accession. 

1 . 30. ‘And of those sail-cloths which had been actually 
contributed, the cost { 8 id<t>opa) of having them verified (irpb^ 
rhv 5 ct'yp.)’ is Letronne’s version. But the meaning of the 
latter word is quite uncertain. The DV says : the complement 
for pieces of cloth which had been kept back {/cart/es). 

1 have not printed the usual a[ 7 roTeTa'y]p€VT;s here, be- 
cause there is not room for it in the gap, according to the 
ordinary spacing of the letters, though there are places to be 
found in the inscription, where letters are crowded considerably, 
viz. 11 . 48-9. Anofher possible word is d[<^(opMr]p€vr;5. 

1 . 31. The K€pdpiov is stated to be ~ dp<l>op€vs, and this = 
J perpyrys^ Apis and Mnevis appear as in C 9. rots aAAots 
f(^ots is in the DV aux autres bceufs^ in C 9 it is animaux, 
rd TiXicTKopeva, DV, ‘ the expenses that arise.’ 



3^4 ' 


THE EMPIRE OF THE PTOLEMIES CH. viii 


<f>pOVTl^O}V VTTip T(i>V aVl]KOv[T(Ji)V Ct?] | aVTtt Bm 7raVT05* Ta T €Li 
Ttts ra^as avT(j)V KaO'qKovra BlBovs 8a\l/Lk(t)<s Kai cvSo^ws fcat ra 
T€\i(rKopLiV(i €LS Ttt tSta L€pa pj^rra Svcruav Kai Tav7]yvp€(ov Kai 
Ta>v aAAwv Twv vojLti[fo/Ji€va)v] | ra tc rt/xta twv tc/owv /cat tt^s 
AtyvTTTov 8LaT€Tr]pi]K€v €7rt x<*>po.s aKokovOm rots vo/xots, /cat 
TO Atticiov cpyots TroAoTcAco’tv KarccrKCDao'cv, xopTjyvjo'as cts avTO # 
Xpi>o*tov T€ /c[at apyvpi | ov Kat kiBiav ttoAvtcAwv TrXrjOos ovk 
oAtyoi/* /cat i€pa /cat vaovs Kat ^ioptov^ tBpinraTO* ra re irpod- 
Sco/xei/a €7ri<rK€w^s TTpodBuiipdmraTo €X(oj/ Beov evepyeTiKOv eu 
Tois avrjKOv^iTLV 6t9 to] I 6^€to»' Btavotav * 7rpo(r7rvv0avopi€vo<s re 
Ta T(j)v L€p(j)v TtpLonara ai'cveo^fTo €tl tt^s eavTOv /Saa-tXeta^s cos 
KaOyjKCi • av^ wi/ ScSw/cacrtv aoTOit ot Beat irytetav vikt]]' Kparos 
35^at raAA aya^[a TravTa] | Trjs /SatriXeias BtapevoixTr^g avTtot Kat 
Tots T€/cvots Tov aTravTa xpovot'* APAOIIl TYXHl EAO^EN 
TO 19 tepcixrt Twv Kara rrjv x<>>pav tcpcDV 7ravTo>v ra virap^ovra 
T[t/xia TravTtt] | Twt atwvoj8to)t^a(rtA€t UToAc/xatcDt 7/ya7r>;/x€V(ot 
i^TTO TOO ^6^a ^€a>t E7rt<;f)av€t o/xoto>s‘8e Ta twi/ 

yovcwv avTOi» ^^eojv 4>tAo7raTop(*>v /cat Ta twv Trpoyovwv 0c(i>v 
Ev€py[eTwt' /cat Ta] | twv Bcwv AScAc/jwv Kat Ta twv Beujv 
^iOTrjp(i)v €7rav^€LV /xeya Aws ’ dTiprat Be rov anovofStov /SacrtAcws 
nTo(A€)/xatov Beov ETtejiavovs Evxapt(7T0i/ etKOi/a ev CKacrrm 

I . 33. He adorned the temple of Apis (near Memphis) 
with gold, and silver, and precious stones^ in g^rcat quantity. 
For this both the DV and the HV give gold, silver, and corn^ 
a curious variant. The DV further amplifies the sentence. 
The phrase XtBela ToXvTeXyjs occurs in an inscription of the 
gathering of precious stones in the Arabian desert, p. 394, note. 

34 ) 35 * As might be expected, the king’s architectural 
^ activity is a feature specially praised, though but little of it 

now remains. His share in the Edfu temple is noticed p. 240. 
tSpwraTo, which properly means founded^ translates a word 
meaning amplified in D. 

35 ) 3 ^- For a shorter formula, j:f. C 20. The DV is 
even longer — victory^ triumph^ safety^ health. 

II . 38 sq. These honours are far more extravagant than 
those given to Euergetes, and are to be compared to the 
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L€p(j)i €P Twt €7rt<jf>a[v€(rTaTa)t tottwi] | rj 'jrpotrpvofKwOrjo’erat 
IlToAc/xatov Tov €7rapLvvavT09 ^.tyvTTTwt, r]i Trapea’Trj^erai 
o KvpLiOTaTOS Oeos TOV L€pov 8i8ov9 avrm ottXov vlktjtlkov a 
€(rTat KaT€(rK€va(rpL€v[a rou ewLxtopiov ?] | rpoirov * Kat tovs 

^ 4€pets ^€/)aircv£tv ras ctKovas rpts ttjs r;/it€pas' Kat Trapart^cvat 
avrats tepov Kocrpov Kat raXXa ra vo/jttfop.€va crwreA-ctp KaOa 
Kat rots aA.A.ots ^cots, cv [rats cv rryt Aty VTrrwt ? Tra] | vr/yijpccrtv • 40 
t8pv(ra(r0at Sc fiaxTtXu nToA.€/xat(ut ^cojt E7rt(/)avct Ev^^aptcTTtot 
T(ot cy ^a(rtA,€(us IlroAcp-atOTJ Kat jSatrtA.to'O’r/s AptrtvoT^? ^ewv 
^t AoTraTopwv ^oavov tc Kat vaov ;(p[i;(ra cv CKatrTwt twv | tcpwv * 
Kat Ka^tSpwttt cv TOt9 aSvTots ^pcra tcov aA.A.o>v vawv Kat cv rat? 
/t€yaA,ats iravrjyvp&Ttv cv at? c^oSciat twv vawv y tvovrat Kat tov 
TOO ^coo Extc^avoii? Ei>[xapto-Toii vaov o-ove] | ^oScoctv otto)? S 
cvo'ry/AOS rji vvv tc Kat ct? tov CTrctTa \povov, cTrtKCto'^at TWt 
vatot Tas TOO jSao-tXco)? ^ao-tXctas ScKa at? Trpoo-- 

KCto-CTat a&TL<s [^KaOawep Kat cTrt Trao-wv] | twv ao-TrtSoe tSwv 
/3aO-tAct(OV, TWV CTTt T(0V ttXAwV VaCDV* CO'Tat 8 aOTWV cv TWt 
piecrm rj KaXovp.€vij jSaortX^ta rj/x^^'f Trcpt^c/xcvo? €t<rrjX$€v 
cts TO cv M£/x</)[ct tcpov OTTO)? CV avTm o’ov] I -T€Xe(Tdr)i ra 
vo/xtfo/xcva T7JL TrapaXijipei /Sao-tActa?* cTrt^ctvat Sc Kat 
CTTt TOO TTCpt TO? ^UCTtA-Cta? TCTpaywvoo KaTa TO TrpOCtpT/- 
/xcvov /?ao-tActov ijivXaKrrjpia XP'^[^^ cyypac^^t/o'CTat 

0-] I Tt co’Ttv TOO ^acrtAcws, too C7rt(/>ttv?/ TrotijtravTos rrjv tc 45 
avo) ^wpav Kat tt^v. koto). Kat CTTct T'qv TptaKttSa too(too) 
Mco-opT; cv ijt Ta ycvc^Ata too ^ao’tAcws aycTat, op^oiu)^ Sc Kat 
[rrfv TOO fi^x^ip cttto Kat ScKa ti^v] | cv r)t TrapcAajScv Tryv jSao-t- 

* honours assigned to the dead child Berenike, at the moment 
of her parent’s grief, C 47 Letronne thinks the ctKwv was 
a relief on the wall, such as there are many extant of Ptolemies, 
in contrast to th^ ^oavov, a sitting figure in a shrine. 
Revillout renders dKwv^^stafue ; ^oavov, statue divine, 

1 . 43. Letronne has given a full commentary on the 
heraldic designs of this summit of the Nao? with illustrations. 
The DV is somewhat more explicit than the Greek, especially 
in explanation of the phylacteries. 
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Xctav 7rap(a )tov rrarpos c7ro)Vv/iovs vevopuKaa-iv €V rot? lepois^ 
at 5ry ttoAAwv ayaOwv apXTjyoi iraa-iv ct(rtv, ay civ ras rjp.€pas 
ravras eo/>T[7yv /cat Travrjyvpiv cv rots Kara rryv At-] | yvTTTOV 
t€/90ts /cara p.'qva* /cat crvvTcXctv cv avrot? Ovcia^ /cat (TTTOvSas 
/cat raAAa ra vo/jttfo/jtcva Ka^a /cat cv rats aAAats Travryy vpctrtv, ^ 

Ta9 TC ytvo/Acvas 7r/:)o^€[(r/tia9 ? Tra] | pcxo/xcvovs €V 

rots tcpot? • ayctv 6c copTrjv /cat TravrjyvpLv rm atwvojStwt /cat 
rjyairrjpcvm vto tov ^ 0a ySacriAci IlToAc/Aatcot 6cu)t ExrK^avct 
EvxayjtoTwi Kar cvt[auTov cv rot? tepoi? rot? /cara t?/v] | xtopav 
ttTTO vovpLr]via<s tov 0(tiv0 €(f> rjpiepa^ ttcvtc cv ats /cat 
(rT€(liavrj<l>oprja-ov(rLVy arvvTeX.ovv'fe^ Ovo-ias /cat (TTTOvSa? Kai 
raAAa ra KaOrjKovra' TTpocrayope^vecrOat 6c tov? tcy)ct9 rwv 
60 aAAwv ^cojv] I /cat rov Ocov ETrit^avovs Evxa/)«/‘TOv tcy/ct? 
TT/DO? rots ttAAots ovo/xacrtv rwv ^cwv, tov tey^arcvovcrt, /cat /cara- 
Xwpto-at cts iravras rovs \pyjpLaTL(rpLov^ k(u cts rov? 6[aKTv- 
Atov? ovs cj)opov(n 7rpo(T€yKoXa7rT€(r0aL rryv] | tc/oalctav aiTOV 
cjctvat 8c Kat rot? aAAot? iBnorais ayctv riyv €opTrjv k(u tov 
7rpo€ipr)p€vov vaov t.Spv€(r6at /cat cx^tv iray) avTots 0'vvTcAov[crt 
....... rats ra Kara yt?yva ? /cat | rajts /car cvtavrov otto? 

yviopLpLov rjL 6toTt ot cv Aiyirn-rm av^ovo"t Kai rt/jtwort tov ^cov 
E 7ri(jf)avry EvxaptcrTov /SacrtAca Kadawcp vop.ip.ov co'T[tV to 6c 
\l/rj(fn(rpa tovto avaypaxj/ai. cts crrrfXr^v | (r^repeov XiOov rots tc 
tcpots /cat €vx(optois /cat EAA‘>/vt/cois ypappacriv /cat (TTrja-ai cv 

1. 48. TrpoOeo-plas or irpoO&rei^ is very doubtful, nor is the 
general sense certain. The DV has les offrandes saintes qu’on 
les assigne. 

1. 5 1 . The parallel phrase in C enables us to restore the 
• gap here. It is there cts rovs 6a/cTi/Atovs ovs ^opovert Trpoo’cy- 
/coAaTTTco-^at /cat TTyv tepwo-vviyv twv Ev. ^cwv. The phrase 
may have been shorter here, probably cts rovs 6[a/cTvAtovs 
Trpoo-cy/coAaTTTccr^at rrjv] tcparctav etc., wliich gives the likely 
number (29) of missing letters. Tha^ the Greek version was 
not copying a fixed Greek, formula is obvious from the varia- 
tion icparcta (used both by Aristotle (Po/.), and in the N. T.), 
for tcpojorvviy. KaraxpipuraL is to enter in writing. 

1. 54. The concluding phrase in C 75 is missing here, 
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cfcacTTCui Tiav t€ 7rp(OT(i)v Kiu 8ci;T6/0(t)[v KaL rpiTdiV upm irpos Ttjt 
TOV paOTLXcU)^ €LKOVL ?] 

apparently because the graver did not choose to begin a new 
line. The supplement is taken from the HV as given by 
ChaiJipollion. The DV agrees with the HV, but does not add 
anything beyond it. 



COIN OF ARSINOE PHILOPATOR. 


CHAPTER IX 


PTOLEMY VI.(eUPATOR), 182 B.C. — PTOLEMY VII.(pHILOMETOR), 
182-46 B.C. — PTOLEMY VIII. (CHILOPATOR NEOS), 1 46 B.C. ’ 

§ 186. We have now reached the moment when the 
history of Egypt under the Macedonian dynasty declines 
in dignity and increase^ in com- 
plication. Hitherto, though it was 
usual to associate the queen, or 
the prince royal, in the govern-"^ 
ment, there is no doubt about the 
reigning king. From henceforth, 

we have almost constantly rival 
brothers asserting themselves in 
turn, queen mothers controlling 

their king sons — intestine feuds 
and bloodshed in the royal house, 
till the stormy end of the dynasty 
with the daring Cleopatra VI. 
The historian is bound to chronicle 
these wretched complications, to unravel^these problems of 
chronology, and yet they only affect the reigning house, 
and tell us nothing of interest to posterity. We must 

have recourse to private papers, journals, extracts of 

obscure persons, bills of stewards and lists of tax-gatherers, 
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to learn something of the gradual relapse of the country 
from Hellenism into the ineradicable Egypt of the native 
race. 

Even the accession of Philometor, though attested 
^ unaj'imously by all remaining historians as following at 
once upon the death of Epiphanes, is not without serious 
difficulties. For we have several papyri ^ which give the list 
of the Ptolemies down to Lathyrus, in which there is a 
Eupator inserted between them — a king who seems to 
occupy no time, and for whom there is no place. Yet we 
can hardly ascribe to business texts a wanton invention, and 
must seek for some solution. What has been suggested is 
this: we know that Philometor was not born till 188 B.C., 
five years after the marriage of his father, and that other 
children fcjllowed quickly. It is therefore more probable 
than not that there was an elder son, who may have lived 
long enough to survive his father a week or two, and so 
attain the titles and the recognition of royalty. We shall 
find another such case later on, namely in the son of 
Philometor, and this too without distinct knowledge of 
the historians. 2 

This is the argument of Lepsius, in his well-known 
article on Ptolemaic chronology.^ He says that nine 
hieroglyphic inscriptions and several demotic texts support 
his view. His decision has been accepted, and it is for 
that reason that Philometor is now known as the seventh — 

^ Viz. the Casati papyrus (cf. the discussion of the question in 
CIG no. 2618) and the texts (G, D, F) obtained by Mr. Grenfell in 
1895. • 

There can hardly be a doubt concerning the dedication found at 
Apello in Cyprus (Le Bas lii. 2809) to jSao-. I1to\. Q^ov Eviraropa top ey 
jSacr. IlroX. xai KXeoTr. dewp ^CKoiiiiToptov. It refers to a nephew 
of the Eupator in question, elsewhere called Philopator Neos. 

2 Transactions of the Berlin Academy for 1852, pp. 456 sqq. 
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and not the sixth — reigning sovran. It was not till 1895 
that Mr. Grenfell found a Greek papyrus, containing the 
full list as determined from Egyptian documents forty 
years ago.^ 

§ 187. Our difficulties have been increased by the 
absurd habit of repeating the same names. Cleopatra, the 
wife of Epiphanes, in other respects a sane, and perhaps 
able woman, thought fit to call her two sons Ptolemy and 
her daughter Cleopatra, so that we have to distinguish 
Ptolemies and Cleopatras, without the obvious mark of a 
distinct name. It is no wonder that we hear of the habit 
of giving nicknames as very prevalent in Alexandria. The 
smart wits of the people are not so obvious a cause as the 
necessities of life. 

This Cleopatra (I.), who bears an excellent character in 
Egyptian history, was made regent, while her elder son, 
now a child of seven years old, formally ascended the 
throne, and it is a strong corroboration of the opinion 
expressed concerning her good sense, that during the 
seven remaining years of her life, the history of the 
country is perfectly uneventful. The rest of the Hellenistic 
world was either occupied with home politics, such as the 
continuous quarrels in the Peloponnesus, or was in the 
hands of unambitious sovrans, such as Perseus of Macedonia, 
who was perhaps already gathering treasure for his war 
with Rome, or Seleukos IV. (Philopator) of Syria, whose 
* twelve years of power (187-75 b.c.) are among the quietest 
in the agitated history of that kingdom. The payment 
of the heavy tribute to the Romans ma3^have crippled the 
resources of Syria. The Romans, secure from any danger 

^ The Aswdn stele now in the British Museum contains important 
genealogical corroborations of these papyri. Cf. for details below, p. 
374, note. 



IX 


PTOLEMY VII 


331 


arising out of Egypt, were keeping their armies in practice 
by obstinate wars with the Ligures and Istrians, who made 
both northern exits from Italy, either to Spain or northern 
Dalmatia, perilous even to troops. At the same time 
0 their moneyed men were watching with jealous greed the 
rising wealth of Carthage, their politicians the strengthen- 
ing of Macedonia under Perseus, and were preparing for 
the coming troubles. Hence we hear not a word about 
Egypt till we come to the Anacleteria of the young Philo- 
metor, to which all the world sends embassies.^ 

§ 188. Wc may now infer from the inscription found near 
the head of the Delta, beside the Rosetta branch, in 1891, 
that the marriage of the young king to his sister Cleopatra 
took place soon after the death of his mother, and as early 
as 173 B.o^ For though the earliest text which mentions 
her as queen does not specify its own precise date, certain 
officers, who have served in the king’s eighth and ninth 
year, offer a dedication to him and his ivife^ presumably in 
his tenth year.^ 

But a combination of adverse circumstances made a 
great change in the quiet East about this time. In the 
first place the prudent Cleopatra, who, while she was 
keeping peace, was extending Egyptian influences through 
Palestine and Lower Syria, from whence she still drew her 

^ Polybius xxviii. 12 ; Livy xlii. 6; 2 Macc. iv. 21, where the feast 
is called wpuTOKXKrLa. It appears that Antiochus’ ambassador took the 
opportunity to discover the policy of the Egyptian court towards* 
Syria. 

^ The text is giv^n by Krebs in the December number of the 
Gottingen Nachrichten for 1892, viz. ^aaiXei ITtoX. km ^acnXiffarji 
KXeoirarpai deois ^iXofirirmpM rots ey jSacrtXcws IlroX. km ^a<r. KXeoir, 
OeufP ^TTiipavuv km ’EvxapKrrwv xpWf^'^^o’To.i ot to rj km 9 L xcxP'»;/AaTtxoTes 

TUJi UpoauTTirrii km rots oXXots rots fJi.€iJ,€pifffi€Poii vofioLS. Six names 
follow. The abbreviations are of course mine. Krebs says the text is 
dated year lo. That does not appear from his transcript. 
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dowry, died (174-3 b.c.), leaving her son in the hands of an 
eunuch Eulaeus and a Syrian Lenaeus,^ evidently members 
of her personal household ; and these men at once sug- 
gested ambitious schemes for the recovery of the Syrian 
provinces. The uneasiness felt at Rome is shown by the 
sending of an embassy in 173 b.c. to have a look at Egypt.^ 

Meanwhile Hcliodorus, the powerful minister of the 
Syrian Seleukos IV., thought to attain a practical sovranty 
by removing his master, and acting as tutor to his young 
son Demetrius. He had apparently succeeded in his pur- 
pose, when the king’s brothel, the active and ambitious 
Antiochus IV., who had been for fourteen years a hostage 
at Rome, and had just returned as far as Athens, promptly 
got the assistance of the king of Pergamum and asserted 
himself as king of Syria. This new king, having learned 
the plans of the minister, Heliodortis, and perceived that 
the Egyptians were preparing to seize Judaea and Coele- 
Syria, determined to take the first step. He occupied 
Judaea, making himself popular with the inhabitants, while 
the Egyptian ministers, dilatory in their preparations, and 
incapable in the field, thought it sufficient to send large 
offers of help to the Romans for their approaching war 
with Macedonia.^ 

1 Eulaeus was important enough to mark the young king’s coinage 
with the first syllable of his name. Cf. Poole Coins &c. p. 80. Both 
men are called regents by S. Jerome ad Dan, xi. 

* Livy xlii. 6 ; renovandae amicitiae causa is the excuse. 

The newest and clearest treatment of the complicated wars of 
Antiochus IV. with Egypt will ])c found in thj art. Antiochus of 
U. Wilcken in Pauly-Wissowa’s EncyclopcLedia ( 1894). Bandelin {Inaug, 
Diss. p. 20) does not date the young king’s formal accession, with the 
embassy of the Achaeans, till 169 B.c., observing that Livy speaks of 
him as siill under tutors in 171 B.c. (xlii. 29). But this disturbs so 
many other dates, that I cannot accept it, nor is Livy’s authority of 
sufficient weight to make us reform ouk chronology. 
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§ 189. Early in the year 171 b.c. the contending 
powers of Syria and Egypt came into decisive conflict on 
the borders of Egypt between Mt. Casius and Pelusium. 
The Egyptians were completely defeated. Antiochus 
advanced with but a smalP army to Memphis — the 
^ordinaiy route from Pelusium to Alexandria — and there, 
it seems, got possession of young Ptolemy Philometor, 
and was himself crowned king ex more Aegyptio, His 
complete conquest of the land must now have appeared 
easy. But the people of Alexandria, who spoke more 
completely the voice of Egypt than Paris does of France, 
determined to resist, and forthwith raised to the throne 
his younger brother, who took the title Euergetes, and 
is consequently known as Euergetes II. in history. 
This boy was not more than fifteen or sixteen, but his 
subsequent* career shows him to have been a strong 
and ambitious person. He accordingly counted the 
twelfth year of his brother’s reign as his own year of 
accession. This usurpation gave Antiochus the excuse of 
advancing on Alexandria under the pretence of restoring 
Philometor. 

Meanwhile both sides had been working hard to obtain 
the favour of the Roman Senate. Antiochus, who had 
been very well treated as a royal hostage at Rome, and 
had of course many friends among the Roman aristocracy, 
not only sent an embassy immediately upon his usurpation, 
but again when beginning his campaign, this latter to 
* explain that he was only forestalling an attack upon his 
southern province^ which he held by right of his father’s 
conquest. The Egyptian royalties could only plead the 
ancient friendship o^ their house with Rome, and the 

^ I Maccabees describes Antiochus’ army as a great host ; I prefer 
to follow the cum modico populo of S. J erome ad Dan, xi. 
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injustice of having their kingdom dismembered by a wanton 
invasion.^ 

§ 190. When Antiochus advanced from Memphis down 
the river to attack the new boy-king at Alexandria, he met 
on the way two several embassies from Greek allies of 
Egypt, concerning which Polybius tells us : — * 

When Antiochus was actually in occupation of Egypt, 
Comanus and Cineas, after consultation with king Ptolemy 
Physcon [Euergetes II.], determined upon summoning a confer- 
ence of the most distinguished Egyptian nobles to consult about 
the danger which threatened them. The first resolution the con- 
ference adopted was to send the*Greek envoys who were then at 

^ Cf. the arguments in Polybius xxviii. i : ‘ When the war between 
the kings Antiochus and Ptolemy for the possession of Coele-Syria had 
just begun, Meleager, Sosiphanes, and Heracleides came as ambassadors 
from Antiochus, and Timotheos and Damon from Ptolemy. The one 
actually in possession of Coele-Syria and Phoenicia was Antiochus ; for 
ever since his father’s victory over the generals of Ptolemy at Panium 
all those districts had been subject to the Syrian kings. Antiochus, 
accordingly, regarding the right of conquest as the strongest and most 
honourable of all claims, was now eager to defend these places as 
unquestionably belonging to himself : while Ptolemy, conceiving that 
the late king Antiochus had unjustly taken advantage of his father’s 
orphan condition to wrest the cities in Coele-Syria from him, was 
resolved not to acquiesce in his possession of them. Therefore Meleager 
and his colleagues came to Rome with instructions to protest before the 
Senate that Ptolemy had, in breach of all equity, attacked him first ; 
while Timotheos and Damon came to renew their master’s friendship 
with the Romans, and to offer their mediation for putting an end to the 
war with Perseus ; but, above all, to watch the communications made 
by Meleager’s embassy. As to putting an end to the war, by the advice 
of Marcus Aemilius they did not venture to speak of it ; but after 
formally renewing the friendly relations between Ptolemy and Rome, 
and receiving a favourable answer, they returned to Alexandria. To 
Meleager and his colleagues the Senate answered that Quintus Marcius 
should be commissioned to write to Ptolemy on the subject, as he 
should think it most to the interest of Rome and his own honour. 
Thus was the business settled for the time.* . . . Hence it appears that 
our best authority justifies Antiochus. Livy takes the opposite view. 
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Alexandria as envoys to Antiochus to conclude a pacification. 
There were at that time in the country two embassies from the 
Achaean League, one which had been sent to renew the alliance 
between the League and Egypt, and which was composed of 
Alcithus of Acgium, son of Xenophon, and Pasiodes, and another 
sent to give notice of the festival of the Antigoneia.^ There was 
also v.ii embassy from Athens led by Demaratus on the subject of 
some present, and two sacred embassies, one in connexion with 
the Panathenaea under the presidency of Callias the pancratiast, 
and the other on the subject of the mysteries, of which Cleo- 
stratus was the active member and spokesman. There were 
also there Eudemus and Hicesius from Miletus, and Apollonides 
and Apollonius from Clazomenae. The king also sent with 
them I'lepolcmus and Ptolemy the rhetor as envoys. These 
men accordingly sailed up the river to meet Antiochus.2 . . . 

In the course of these same days envoys sailed in from 
Rhodes to Alexandria, headed by Pration, to negotiate a paci- 
fication j and a few days afterwards presented themselves at 
the camp* of Antiochus. Admitted to an interview, they 
argued at considerable length, mentioning their own country's 
friendly feelings to both kingdoms, and the ties of blood existing 
between the two kings themselves, and the advantage which a 
peace would be to both. But the king interrupted the envoy 
in the middle of his speech by saying that there was no need 
of much talking, for the kingdom belonged to the elder Ptolemy, 
and with him he had long ago made terms, and they were 
friends, and if the people wished now to recall him Antiochus 
would not prevent them. . . . 

He besieged Alexandria for some time, and even caused 
a famine in the city, but either from the insufficiency of 
troops, the want of supplies, or some home disturbances, 
possibly even at the advice of the Romans, he raised the 

^ The Antigoneia#vas a festival established in honour of Antigonus 
Doson, who had been a benefactor of the Achaeans. ^ Polybius xxx. 
23 it is mentioned as being celebrated in Sikyon. The benefactions 
of this Macedonian king to the Achaeans are noticed by Pausanias (viii. 
8, 12). 

2 Cf. Addtt, Note p. 493. 
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siege, and retired by the highway „Qf Memphis.^ If he was 
indeed crowned king of Egypt at Memphis,^ the timid 
assertion of it in his coins, ^ and the silence of our remaining 
historians, cause us some surprise. 

§191. What became of Philometor after his defeat, and 
capture by his uncle, is unknown. Polybius ^ (and Diodorus 
after him) comments strongly on the resolve of the young 
prince to abandon his kingdom and retire to Samothrace, 
as a mean and cowardly act in a youth who afterwards showed 
not only ability but valour. And they attribute this early 
mistake to the influence of the ^unuch Eulaeos, evidently on 
mere grounds of general probability. But at what moment 
this resolve w'as made known, and whether it was really 
carried out, and how long, arc points upon which we as 
yet have no evidence. On the other hand, Justin’s ac- 
count of him ^ shows that he confused him with some other 
Ptolemy : segni admodum et coiidiana luxuria ita marcenti^ 
ut non solupi regiae maiestatis qfflcia inter rnitterct^ verum 

^ Banclelin op, cit, p. 23. Cf. the narrative in Livy xliv. 19, xlv. ii. 

2 Jerome in loc. and implied in i Maccabees i. 16. 

3 ‘ The usurpation of Antiochus IV. was marked not only by the 
countermarking [with the Scleukid anchor] of the current copper, but 
by the issue of a new copper currency for Egypt with his own name, 
two of the obverse types of which, the heads of vSarapis and Isis, were 
borrowed from his sister’s, the [Egyptian] regent Clecipatra’s, money,’ 
Poole Coins of the Ptohmies p. Ixiii. It appears from Babelon {Mon- 
nazes de Syric pp. c-ci.) that though this Antiochus certainly issued 
.coins in Egypt, probably during his siege of Alexandria, the larger of 
which have on the reverse the eagle of the Ptolemies with Epiphanes’ 
name, and on the obverse a head of Zeus or Sarapis, only a couple 
of the very smallest copper coins have his head^radiated, in place of 
the god. In ^ jSroiJftf^^d boastful king like Epiphanes, this would 
seem too cautious an attehTf>t to feel publict^pinion, and see how the 
natives woa& accept him as king. ^ Yet I am at a loss to understand the 
facts otherwise. 

^ xxviii. 21. 


® Justin xxxiv. 2. 
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etiam sensu hominis nimia sd^na careret This remark does 
not fit even the fattest Ptolemy (IX.) whose mind was most 
active. At all events, Antiochus left Philometor either as 
his associate or deputy at Memphis, and returned home,^ 
leaving a strong garrison in the fort of Pelusium. This 
latter precaution opened the eyes of Philometor to the 
dangers of the situation, and he began to make overtures 
to his brother and sister, with the result that they came to 
terms, and began to reign conjointly (170 r.c.)^ 

V § 192. The combination of the Egyptian princes, 
brought back Antiochus with a new invasion, much more 
systematic and dangerous than the others. He occupied 
most of Cyprus with a fleet ; he advanced leisurely to his 
fort of Pelusium, and then through lower Egypt, ^ courting 
the favour of the population. The two young kings sent, 
among other embassies for help, a mission to the Achaean 
League, of which the account is preserved by Polybius. 

They entreated the Achaeans, in view of the greatness of 
the danger surrounding the king of Egypt, not to neglect the 
right moment for acting ; but keeping in mind their mutual 
agreement and good services, and above all their oaths, to fulfil 
the terms of that agreement. 

The people were once more inclined to grant the aid when 
they heard this : but Callicrates and his party managed to 
prevent the decree being passed, by staggering the magistrates 
with the assertion that it was unconstitutional to discuss the 
question of sending help abroad in public assembly. But a 

^ Wilcken {op. cit. ) prefers to assume ikree expeditions of Antiochus 
to Egypt, owing to Livy xlv. 1 1 sz reducendi eius [Philonietoris] causa 
* exercitum Aegyptum which means, he thinks, a second invasion. 

I interpret it merely oHiis prosecuting his victory beyond the limits he 
had professed. It seems to me that all the facts can be explained by 
two invasions, as is implied 2 Macc. v. i. Wilcken thinks the first 
siege of Alexandria must have lasted a long time to produce a famine. 
Such a city, fed from without, would feel famine in a week’s siege. 

* Cf. Addit. Notes pp. 494-5. 
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short lime afterwards a meeting was summoned at Sicyon, 
which was attended not only by the members of the council, 
but by all citizens over thirty years of age ; and after a 
lengthened debate, Polybius especially dwelling on the fact 
that the Romans did not require assistance, — in which he was 
believed not to be speaking without good reason, as he had 
spent the previous summer in Macedonia at the headquarters'^ 
of Marcius Philippus, — and also alleging that, even supposing 
the Romans did turn out to require their active support, the 
Achaeans would not be rendered incapable of furnishing it by 
the two hundred horse and one thousand foot which were to 
be despatched to Alexandria, — for they could, without any in- 
convenience, put thirty or forty thousand men into the field, — 
the majority of the meeting wefe convinced, and were inclined 
to the idea of sending this aid. Accordingly, on the second 
of the two days on which, according to the laws, those who 
wished to do so were bound to bring forward their motions, 
Lycortas and Polybius proposed that aid should be sent. 
Callicrates, on the other hand, proposed to send ambassadors 
to reconcile the two Egyptian kings with Antiochus. So once 
more, on these two motions being put, there was an animated 
contest ; in which, however, Lycortas and Polybius got a con- 
siderable majority on their side. For there was a very wide 
distinction betw'een the claims of the two kingdoms. There 
w^ere very few instances to be found in past times of any act of 
friendship on the part of Syria to the Greeks, — though the 
liberality of the present king w^as well known in Greece, — but 
from Egypt the acts of kindness in past times to the Achaeans 
had been as numerous and important as any one could possibly 
expect. By dwelling on this point Lycortas made a great 
impression, because the distinction between the two kingdoms 
in this respect was showm to be immense. For it was as difficult 
to count up all the benefactions of the Alexandrine kings, as it 
was impossible to find a single act of friendship done by the 
dynasty of Antiochus to the Achaeans. . . . 

For a time Andronidas and Callicrates kept on arguing in 
support of their plan of putting an end to the war : but as no 
one was persuaded by them, they employed a stratagem. A 
letter-carrier came into the theatre (where the meeting was 
being held), who had just arrived with a despatch from Quintus 
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Marcius, urging those Achaeans who were of the Roman 
party to reconcile the kings ; for it was a fact that the Senate 
had sent a mission under T. Numisius to do so. But this 
really made against their argument : for Titus Numisius and 
nis colleagues had been unable to effect the pacification, and 
had returned to Rome completely unsuccessful in the object 
of th nr mission. However, as Polybius and his party did 
not wish to speak against the despatch, from consideration for 
Marcius, they retired from the discussion : and it was thus 
that the proposal to send an aid to the kings fell through. 
The Achaeans voted to send ambassadors to effect the pacifica- 
tion : and Archon of Aegeira, and Arcesilaus and Ariston of 
Megalopolis were appointed* to the duty. Whereupon the 
envoys of Ptolemy, being aisappointed of obtaining help, 
handed over to the magistrate the despatch from the kings, in 
which they asked that he would send Lycortas and Polybius 
to take part in the war. 

It was noV till Antioclius had reached Eleusis, within four 
miles of Alexandria, that the despairing embassies of the 
Ptolemies to Rome, coupled with the decisive victory at 
Pydna, produced their effect. The mission of the Senate is 
fortunately described to us in an extant fragment of Poly- 
bius from which Livy has given us a very clear narrative.^ 

When Antiochus had advanced to attack Ptolemy, he 
was met by the Roman commander Gaius Popilius Laenas. 
Upon the king greeting him from some distance, and holding 
out his right hand to him, Popilius answered by holding out 
the tablets which contained the decree of the Senate, and 
bade Antiochus read that first : not thinking it right, I 
suppose, to give the usual sign of friendship until he knew* 
the mind of the recipient, whether he were to be regarded 
as a friend or foe. When the king, after reading the des- 
patch, said that h# desired to consult with his ‘friends^ on 
the situation, Popilius did a thing which was looked upon as 
exceedingly overbearirf^ and insolent. Having a vine stick 
in his hand, he drew a circle round Antiochus with it, and 


^ Polybius xxix. 27 (ii) ; Livyxlv. 12. 
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ordered him to give his answer to the letter before he 
stepped out of it. The king was taken aback by this 
haughty proceeding. After a brief interval of embarrassed 
silence, he replied that he would do whatever the Romans 
demanded. Then Popilius and his colleagues shook him 
by the hand, and one and all greeted him with warmth. 
The tenor of the despatch was an order to put an end to 
the war with Ptolemy at once. Accordingly a stated number 
of days was allowed him, within which he withdrew his army 
into Syria, in high dudgeon indeed, and groaning in spirit, but 
yielding to the necessities of the time. 

Popilius and his colleagues then restored order in Alex- 
andria; and after exhorting the two kings to maintain peaceful 
relations with each other, they took ship and sailed for Cyprus, 
with the intention of promptly ejecting from the island the 
forces that were also gathered there. When they arrived, 
they found that Ptolemy’s generals had already sustained a 
defeat, and that the whole island was in a state of excitement. 
They promptly caused the invading army to evacuate the 
country, and remained there to keep* watch until the forces 
had sailed away for Syria. Thus did the Romans save the 
kingdom of Ptolemy, when it was all but sinking under its 
disasters. Fortune indeed so disposed of the fate of Perseus 
and the Macedonians, that the restoration of Alexandria and 
the whole of Egypt was decided by it ; that is to say, by the 
fate of Perseus being decided previously [at Pydna] : for if 
that had not taken place, and been well ascertained, I do not 
think that Antiochus would have obeyed these orders. 

§ 193. It was on his final return to Syria after step- 
ping out of Popilius’ circle, that Antiochus committed 
those shocking violences to the religion of the Jews which 
have earned him their undying hate. In the books of the 
Maccabees and in Daniel he is represented as the very 
personification of the most impious wickedness. He had 
already, upon his previous return ‘’(170 b.c.), plundered 
the temple and put to death some of the nationalist 
opponents of his Hellenism. As a promoter of this 
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kind of culture he would be hated by all pious Jews, 
and presently his persecutions produced the great 
patriotic revolt of the Maccabees, which he was unable 
to quell. 

Yv-^t I think his savage outbreak at Jerusalem, where he 
sacriliced swine upon the altar, defiled the Holy of Holies, 
and forced all the priests to pollute themselves, must have 
been caused by some more special personal injuries on 
their part than the mere resistance to his innovations. 
Our information is so scanty, that we can only guess. In 
some way the nationalist p irty in Judaea, and their rela- 
tions in Egypt, must have thwarted his advance and 
marred his campaign. We hear that his third advance 
was slow; had he reached Alexandria but a few days 
sooner, hp might hrve seized the capital, murdered the 
royal princes, and then made his peace with the Romans 
when the game was won. It seems likely that the 
opposition of the patriotic party in Judaea hindered his 
march, and so caused his signal failure at the moment 
of victory. 

Under such circumstances we can quite understand his 
fury. It is some corroboration of this conjecture to note 
that in the reign of Philometor we first find Jews in high 
favour, and rising to great state offices in Egypt, also that 
the reception of Antiochus by the natives seems not to have 
been unfriendly. At least we hear of no great national 
uprising on behalf of the established dynasty. Probablj^ 
the cruelties and treacheries of the late king, and the long 
insurrections in tlie Delta and in Upper Egypt, had shaken 
men’s loyalty, and Egypt was no longer the firm and 
united kingdom which it seemed to be under the first 
three Ptolemies. Moreover, from the battle of Pydna 
onward, all the remaining kings of the Hellenistic East 
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were under Roman protectorate, all bidding for Roman 
favour, all dreading Roman wrath. It seems hardly 
possible that such sovrans should inspire loyalty or 
devotion in their subjects. 

§ 194. Nevertheless, the present royalties, Ptolemy 
Philometor, his brother Euergctes II., and his sister 
Cleopatra were not wanting in high qualities, though their 
position as regards the Romans was one of dependence. 
They were obliged to surrender the Rhodian Polyaratos, 
charged with intrigues in favour of Perseus, though the 
disgrace was softened by sending him back to Rhodes and 
not straight to Rome.^ They were obliged to set free the 
Lacedaemonian Menalkidas, who had profited by their 
recent troubles to make himself important, we know not 
how. And both these acts were at the request^of the all- 
powerful man of the circle, Popilius Laenas. 

It is certain that at this time Philometor had already 
married his energetic sister Cleopatra, as it was in her 
name, as well as his, that an embassy was received at Rome, 
offering congratulations for the victory over Perseus, and 
thanks, apparently couched in abject language, for the 
interference of Popilius Laenas. ^ 

§ 195. We get a few valuable lights on the history of 
Philometor, and his brother, in the years immediately 
succeeding the withdrawal of Antiochus Epiphanes from 
Egypt, in the excerpts from Diodorus found by C. Muller 
*in the Escurial.^ It seems that Dionysius surnamed 
Petosiris one of the ‘king^s friends’ undertook to wrest 
the power into his own hands and so brought the crown 
into great dangers. ‘ For being the most influential man at 
court, and a long way the first of all the natives {Kal 
7 rdvT(Dv AiyvTTTiiov irpokyiov) he despised both kings for 
^ Polybius XXX. 9. 2 Ljyy xlv. 13. ® FUG ii. pp. viii sq. 
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their youth and inexperience. Alleging therefore that 
he had been approached by the elder to commit a family 
murder (<fi6vov ificjivXtov), he spread reports that the younger 
Ptolemy was in danger from his brother. But when the 
mob g:>thered into the stadium, and all were so infuriated 
that ciiey were about to slay the elder, and put the sovran ty 
into the hands of the younger, and the news of the riot 
reached the court, then the king sending for his brother 
justified himself with tears, imploring him not to trust the 
man who was seeking to appropriate the kingdom, and 
had insulted their youth ; hut if any doubts yet made him 
afraid, the king bid him assume the crown and the govern- 
ment. So when the youth readily absolved his brother of 
all suspicion, they went out together in their royal apparel to 
the populate, showing publicly that they were in perfect 
harmony. Thereupon Dionysius, when his scheme broke 
down, disappeared from Alexandria, and first of all he 
sent round to tamper with the soldiers whom he thought 
likely to join him in the prospects of a revolt, and at 
Eleusis received those who were ready for a revolution, 
and collected of the disorderly soldiery about 4000. But 
the king attacked and defeated them, slaying some and 
pursuing the rest, so that he forced Dionysius to swim 
naked across an arm of the river, and taking refuge with the 
Egyptians to excite that populace to revolt. And being 
an active man and highly popular among the natives, he 
quickly found large support.^ We hear nothing elsewhere • 
of this mischievous Dionysius, but may conclude that the 
affair just narrated must have taken place in 167 or 
166 B.C., when the two brothers had reigned conjointly 
but a short time. 

§ 196. The next fragment to be cited (x.) tells us, 
probably in connexion with the machinations of Dionysius, 
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that another disturbance arose in the Thebaid, a taste for 
revolution having invaded the natives. ‘ But King Ptolemy 
having gone up against them with a large force easily 
subdued the other parts of the province ; only into 
Panopolis [now Akhmin] a city built upon an ancient^ 
mound, which seemed strong and difficult of approach, 
the most active of the rebels threw themselves. But 
Ptolemy, despising both the despair of the defenders 
and the strength of the place, at once besieged it, after 
great hardships carried it by assault, and having punished 
the delinquents returned to Alexandria.^ ^ 

But it is more than likely that his absence on the 
campaign gave his thankless and unscrupulous brother the 
opportunity for treasonable plots at Alexandria, in conse- 
quence of which Philometor, in spite of his pr^^ate virtues 
and military deserts, was driven from Alexandria. Yet 
this event is placed by Livy apparently in the seventh 
year of thcii joint reign, so that Philometor may have had 
time to do many things before his expulsion. Our 
authorities leave us in the dark on these matters. 

§ 197. Several of them are, however, quite explicit as to 
the miserable plight in which Philometor made his appear- 
ance (163 B.c.) on the coasts of Italy.^ He came as a 
private person of no means attended only by an eunuch 
and three slaves, and made the journey on foot ! We are 
told that the Syrian prince Demetrius son of Seleukos, 

1 This must have happened about 165 B.c., and I gravely doubt 
whether it was on this occasion (that the king carried his campaign as 
far as Debot in Nubia, where he appears to have dedicated a temple, 
as Letronne says, Journal des Savants for 1840). 

* It is likely that a Roman embassy had already been sent (164 B.c.) 
to the East, with directions, amid other business, to settle the rising 
quarrel between the brothers. This, Bandelin thinks, is the embassy 
mentioned by Polybius xxxi. i. 
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who was still kept a hostage at Rome (though he was the 
rightful heir to the Syrian throne), having learned these 
facts, sent out a long distance to meet him with servants, 
purple robes, diadem etc., in order that one of his own 
class, a royal personage from the East, should not make 
so somy a figure at the world’s capital. But Philometor, 
evidently from policy, rejected all these attentions, and 
having found out the lodging of one Demetrius, an 
Alexandrian painter (Diodorus says Toiroypa^ov\ went to 
stay there. When the Senate learned this, Philometor was 
invited to come to the Senate, where he was tendered 
elaborate apologies that the)' had not, according to ancient 
precedent, sent out a quaestor to meet him, or received him 
as a guest of the state. ^ 

The result of his application to be restored was, however, 
not so satisfactory. cThe arguments used in the Roman 
Senate are not preserved, but we can supply them with 
tolerable completeness from analogous discussions then 
constantly taking place. The Senate decided accord- 
ing to two equally dishonest and weak arguments. The 
first was the advice of the timid, that no allied kingdoms 
in the East should be allowed to regain strength, for that 
their difficulties were Rome’s opportunity. The second 
was the advice of the ignorant, who probably could not 
follow arguments urged in Greek, and who professed that 
they were not worth following. Must there not be claims 
and faults on both sides ? Let us divide the kingdom and* 
this will rid us both of a possible danger and an actual 
perplexity. 2 It afeo appears from two inscriptions found at 
Delos, that Euergetes had enlisted on his side another 

^ Valerius Max. v. i. 

* Cf. the curious parallel of the division of Cappadocia between 
Ariarathes V. and Orophernes in 157 b.c. P.-W. EncycU ii. 818. 
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powerful Roman interest, that of the merchants who lived 
at Alexandria, as they did at Delos, and required the 
protection of the king. It was probably through them 
that he was enabled, time after time, to work a bad case, 
and make the worse reason appear the better. The chief 
inscription referred to ^ is a dedication to Apollo at Delos 
thanking Lochus, the ‘cousin^ of King Euergetes and 
Queen Cleopatra, for his kindness to the Roman merchants 
and shippers on the occasion of the taking of Alexandria. 
Though we cannot tell whether it was his first expulsion 
of his brother, or his final con(fuest of the city that is here 
intended, the inference remains valid. 

It seems then that Philometor acquiesced, or was 
obliged to acquiesce, in handing over to his brother the 
rich province of Cyrene, with (as we hear presently) a 
large allowance of corn yearly from Alexandria. 

§ 198. But Euergetes was not satisfied with this decision. 
Though he was obliged to surrender the capital to his elder 
brother, and probably at once took possession of Cyrene, 
he had learned by this time that he had made a great mis- 
take in not going personally to the capital to promote his 
interests. It was plain enough that people at Rome, especi- 
ally the old gentlemen in the Senate, were very imperfectly 
informed regarding Eastern affairs. Indeed it is astonishing 
that at this time the Romans never thought of keeping 
accredited political agents at Corinth, Pergamum, Antioch, 
X>r Alexandria, where they could learn things on the spot, and 
could send authorised reports to the Senate and receive 

^ Cf. BCH viii. 107 Pw/xatoi 01 pavKXrjpoi Kai efiiropoi 

ev TTp y€vo/j.€P7}i KaTa\rf\(/€i AXe^avdpeias vwo ^airtXews llroXe/uatou &€0V 
Eue/yyeTou, Aoxov KaWip.7}dov top (Tvyyeprj ^atr. IT roX. Kai ^a<r. KXeoT. 
ap^TTfs €P€Kep Kai evepycaias TTfs cis eavTovs AiroWwpi. The second 
text is a similar dedication of gratitude by Lucius and Gaius Pedius, 
misinterpreted by Letronne, as Boeckh has shown, C/G 2285. 
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directions from it.^ All this foreign political work was done 
without any permanent Foreign Office at Rome, without any 
responsible ambassadors or ministers abroad. The Senate 
trusted altogether to successful generals, aided by special 
Commissioners, or to the wisdom of envoys sent out from 
Rome to examine and settle each problem as it arose. 
Hence the Hellenistic powers had no other effectual means 
of having their case heard, than to crowd to Rome in 
embassies, pay private visits to influential Senators, bribe 
^ those who would take money, and then argue their case 
in the Senate before judges for the most part prejudiced, 
in no small degree ignorant. 

§ 199. Polybius tells us of the progress of the second 
discussion of the Senate concerning the kingdom of Egypt : 

(xxxi. 18^ After the lUoJemies had made their partition of 
the kingdom the younger brother arrived in Rome desiring to 
set aside the division made between himself and his brother, on 
the ground that he had not acceded to the arrangement volun- 
tarily, but under compulsion, and yielding to the force of circum- 

^ This appears plainly from Polybius xxxii. 21, where Charops 
conceals the decision of the Senate, and sends home an account of his 
own, and again c. 28, in which the words used are most significant. 
‘After his defeat by Prusias Attalus appointed his brother Athenaeus to 
accompany Publius Lentulus to Rome to inform the Senate of what had 
happened. At Rome they had not paid much attention when a 
previous messenger named Andronicus had come from Attains, with 
news of the original invasion ; because they suspected that Attalus 
wished to attack Prusias himself, and was therefore getting up a case 
* against him beforehand, and trying to prejudice him in their eyes by these 
accusations ; and whei^Nicomedes and some ambassadors from Prusias, 
headed by Antiphilus, arrived and protested that there was not a word 
of truth in the statement, the Senate was still more incredulous of what 
had been said about Prusias. But when after a time the real truth was 
made known, the Senate still felt uncertain, and sent Lucius Apuleius 
and Gaius Petronius to investigate what was the state of the case in 
regard to these two kings.* 
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stances. He therefore begged the Senate to assign Cyprus to 
his portion ; for, even if that were done, he should still have a 
much poorer share than his brother. Canuleius and Quintus sup- 
ported Menyllus, the ambassador of the elder Ptolemy, by pro- 
testing that ‘ the younger Ptolemy owed his possession of Cyrene 
and his very life to them, so deep was the anger and hatred 
of the common people towards him ^ ; and that, accordingly, he 
had been only too glad to receive the government of Cyrene, 
which he had not hoped for or expected ; and had exchanged 
oaths with his brother with the customary sacrifices.* To this 
Ptolemy gave a positive denial : and the Senate, seeing that the 
division was clea,rly an unequal one, and at the same time wishing 
that, as the brothers themselves were the authors of the division 
being made at all, it should be effected in a manner advantageous 
to Rome, granted the petition of the younger Ptolemy with a 
view to their own interest. Measures of this class are very 
frequent among the Romans, by which they avail themselves 
with profound policy of the mistakes of others to augment and 
strengthen their own empire, under the guise of granting favours 
and benefiting those who commit the errors. On this principle 
they acted now. They saw how great the power of the 
Egyptian kingdom was ; and fearing lest, if it ever chanced to 
obtain a competent head, he would grow too proud, they 
appointed Titus Torquatus and Gnaeus Merula to establish 
Ptolemy Physcon in Cyprus, and thus to carry out their own 
policy while satisfying his. These commissioners were ac- 
cordingly at once despatched with instructions to reconcile the 
brothers to each other, and to secure Cyprus to the younger. . . . 

It is a great pity we have not more of Polybius’ narrative 
extant, for he tells us farther on^ that the Menyllos of 
Alabanda here mentioned, who argued the case of the 
elder Ptolemy, was a particular friend of his own at Rome. 
We might so have heard, from the Roman gossip of the 
day, when it was that Euergetes made ^he acquaintance of 

^ The anger of the Alexandrians had been excited against Ptolemy 
Physkon Ijy his having, for some unknown reason, caused the death of 
Timotheus, who had been Ptolemy Philomctor’s legate at Rome. Sec 
Polybius xxviii. i. Diodor. Sic. fr. xi. ® xxxi. 20, 28. 
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Cornelia, mother of the Gracchi (then little children) and 
offered her what is called his hand and heart, but really her 
chances of becoming Queen of Egypt. Plutarch, who 
mentions the fact, tells us she refused him. A Cornelia 
on the throne at Alexandria would have been a real novelty 
* among the Cleopatras. But the great Roman lady probably 
held him in such esteem as an English noblewoman now 
would hold an Indian Rajah proposing marriage. 

We have, however, another important fragment from 
Polybius. 

After this the younger Ptolemy arrived in Greece with the 
Roman commissioners, and began collecting a formidable army 
of mercenaries, among whom he enlisted Damasippus the 
Macedonian, who, after murdering the members of the council 
at Phacus, fled with his wife and children from Macedonia, and 
after reaching Peraea, opposite Rhodes, and being entertained 
by the people there, determined to sail to Cyprus. But when 
Torquatus and his colleagues saw that Ptolemy had collected 
a formidable corps of mercenaries, they reminded him of their 
commission, which was to restore him ‘ without a war,^ and at 
last persuaded him to go as far as Side (in Pamphylia), and 
there disband his mercenaries, give up his idea of invading 
Cyprus, and meet them on the frontiers of Cyrene. Meanwhile, 
they said that they would sail to Alexandria, and induce the 
king to consent to their demands, and would meet Euergetes on 
the frontiers, bringing the other king with them. The younger 
Ptolemy was persuaded by these arguments, gave up the attack 
upon Cyprus, dismissed the mercenaries, and first sailed to 
Crete, accompanied by Damasippus and Gnaeus Merula, one 
of the commissioners ; and, after enlisting about a thousand • 
soldiers in Crete, put to sea and crossed to Libya, landing at 
Apis. 9 

Meanwhile Torquatus had gone to Alexandria and was 
trying to induce the ^Ider Ptolemy to be reconciled to his 
brother, and yield Cyprus to him. But Ptolemy, by alternate 
promises and refusals and the like, managed to waste the 
. time, while the younger king lay encamped with his thousand 
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Cretans at Apis in Libya, according to his agreement. Be- 
coming thoroughly irritated at receiving no intelligence, he first 
sent Gnaeus Merula to Alexandria, hoping by this means to 
bring Torquatus and those with him to the place of meeting. 
But Merula was like the others in protracting the business : 
forty days passed without a word of intelligence, and Euergetes 
was in despair. The fact was that the elder king, by using < 
every kind of flattery, had won the commissioners over, and 
was keeping them by him, rather with their will than against 
it. Moreover, at this time the younger Ptolemy was informed 
that the people of Cyrenc had revolted, that the cities were 
conspiring with them, and that Ptolemy Sympetesis had also 
taken their side. This man was an Egyptian by birth, and 
had been left by the king in ch^ge of his whole kingdom when 
he was going on his journey to Rome. When the king was 
informed of this, and learned presently that the Cyreneans were 
encamped in the open countr>% afraid lest, in his desire to add 
Cyprus to his dominions, he might lose Cyrene also, he threw 
everything else aside and marched towards Cyrene# When he 
came to what is called the Great Slope, he found the Libyans 
and Cyreneans occupying the pass. Ptolemy was alarmed at 
this : but, putting half his forces on board boats, he ordered 
them to sail beyond the difficult ground, and show themselves 
on the rear of the enemy ; while with the other half he marched 
up to their front and tried to carry the pass. The Libyans being 
panic-stricken at this double attack on front and rear, and 
abandoning their position, Ptolemy not only got possession of 
the pass, but also of Tetrapyrgia, which lay immediately below 
it, in which there was an abundant supply of water. Thence 
he crossed the desert in seven days, the forces under 
Mochyrinus coasting along parallel to his line of march. The 
Cyreneans were encamped eight thousand five hundred strong ; 
for having satisfied themselves as to the character of Ptolemy 
from his conduct at Alexandria, and seeing that his govern- 
ment and policy generally were those of a tyrant rather than 
a king, they could not endure the idea of becoming his subjects, 
but were detennined to venture everything in their desire for 
freedom. ... ^ 

At this time Gnaeus Merula also came from Alexandria, 
informing the king (Physcon) that his brother would consent 
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to none of the proposals, but maintained that they ought to 
abide by the original agreements. On "hearing this, Physcon 
selected the brothers Coinanus and Ptolemy to go as 
ambassadors to Rome with Gnaeus, and inform the Senate of 
his brother’s selfish and haughty behaviour. At the same 
time the elder Ptolemy sent away Titus Torquatus also without 
having attained the object of his mission. Such was the state 
of things in Alexandria and Gyrene. ... 

At the same lime as the Senate despatched Opimius to the 
war with the Oxybii, Ptolemy the younger arrived at Rome ; 
and being admitted to the Senate brought an accusation against 
his brother, laying on him the blame of the attack against his 
life. He showed the scars of his wounds, and speaking with 
all the bitterness which they seemed to suggest, moved his 
hearers to pity ; and when IVeolaidas and Andromachus also 
came on behalf of the elder Ptolemy, to answer the charges 
brought by his brother, the Senate refused even to listen to 
their pleas, having been entirely prepossessed by the accusations 
of the younger. They commanded them to leave Rome at 
once ; while they assigned five commissioners to the younger, 
headed by Gnaeus Meriila and Lucius Thermus, with a quin- 
quereme for each commissioner, and ordered them to restore 
Ptolemy (Physcon) to Cyprus ; and at the same time sent a 
circular to their allies in Greece and Asia, granting permission 
to them to assist in the restoration of Ptolemy. . . . 

§ 200. All these machinations, however, failed not only 
against the diplomacy, but against the warlike energy of 
Philometor. When Euergetes attacked Cyprus, he was 
there encountered by the lawful king with his army, and 
after being for some time besieged was forced to surrender.^ 
According to all the notions of the day, he should have at, 

^ We now know from the excavations at Cyprus {JUS ix. p. 233) 
that statues to Philomc»jor, and to his wife, and other votive ofterings, were 
set up at the temple of the Paphian Aphrodite. This was also done for 
his successors. The usual body dedicating is the Assembly of Cilicians 
or of Lycians^ serving in the island. Or else it is a dignitary who is 
not only cousin of the king, and general, but high-priest of the island, 
and even Tpo<f>€bs of the king. 
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once been put to death, and there is little doubt what 
would have happenecf had the fortunes of war gone against 
Philometor. But this kiii|;, who showed considerable skill 
in his diplomacy, and treated Roman Interference as ably 
as his position permitted, was afraid to break utterly with 
the party at Rome that supported his brother. His own 
gentle nature prompted him in the same direction, and so 
the infamous Euergetes was pardoned and restored to 
Cyrene, even with his yearly allowance of corn from 
Alexandria. This is what we gather from the excerpt of 

Diodorus.^ If we take these various discussions and con- 

♦ 

diets to have lasted their natural time, and consider the 
place which the last journey of Euergetes takes in Polybius’ 
thirty-third book, the final settlement of this long dispute 
cannot have taken place till about 154 b.c.^ But for the 
last eight or nine years of his reign, at all events, Philometor 
had rest from his brother, whose position indeed was most 
insecure at Cyrene, owing to the insurrections caused (we 
are told) by his cruelty and tyranny. 

^ Excerpt, de virt. p. 588, eel. Dindorf. 

I propose this date with some confidence, as we learn from the great 
Turin Papyrus (No. i) that Philometor issued an indulgence, confirming 
all actual holders of property in their possessions, in his twenty-sixth 
year. No historian or commentator has assigned a special reason 
for these tpiXAvOputraf of which we shall meet another instance in the 
next reign. But it was surely to allay the apprehension that he would 
annul the acts and decisions of his brother, who held the throne for a 
short time alone (when he had expelled Philometor) until he was re- 
moved to Cyrene by the interference of the Roman Senate. During the 
struggle which ensued Philometor was occupied either in persuading the 
Senate, or coercing his brother, so that he was p.ot sure of his throne. 
This edict confirming the acts of the interregnum was therefore a mark 
that the struggle was over, and that any illegalities committed under the 
usurper’s sway (e.^. paying him tax) would not now be punished. It is 
possible, however, that it was a mere bid, during the crisis, for the 
support of all vested interests. 
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§ 201. It is well too for the historian to be able to turn 
from these^ mise^^^ible personal quarrels, which need never 
be told, if they were not the quarrels of kings, and endeavour 
to glean what we can of the internal condition of 'Egypt, 
concerning which historians are almost silent. 

The cruelties of Antiochus Epiphanes must have pro- 
duced a great revulsion of Jewish feeling from Syria to 
Egypt, nor would there be wanting proofs of this change on 
the face of history, but that the tyranny over Judaea had 
been overthrown, not by foreign help, but by the native 
valour of Judas Maccabaeus, and the national party. 
Although therefore friendiy relations with the Egyptian 
king rapidly increased ; though many of the rich, and 
with them the cowards, fled to Egypt, and courted the 
protection of Philomctor, the policy of the Maccabees was 
rather to play one powerful neighbour against the other, 
and to maintain the religion and liberties of the Jews by 
force of native arms, not by depending upon foreign 
support. 

Yet there are not wanting in Josephus ample indications 
that the policy of this king was distinctly philo-Judaic. 
We feel great hesitation in believing that Onias (known 
as Onias IV. in Jewish history), the exiled son of a high- 
priest, became PhilometoPs principal general, and his 
right-hand man, so that he was able to direct the policy 
of Egypt. That is one of the usual exaggerations made 
by any semi -subject race endeavouring to substantiate , 
lofty historical claims. But the fact of Onias' exile, and . 
the importance of.Jiis being a Jew of royal descent living 
in Egypt, come out in the foundation of the opposition 
Temple, if we may so call it, in the nome of Arabia, near 
Heliopolis (about 154 b.c.),^ where a disused and ruined 
^ Cf. the arguments in Gratz iii. 34, and Isaiah xix. 18. 

2 A 
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shrine of Bubastis Agria ‘was set up with priests and 
ritual according to those of Jerusalem — a day^of feasting 
and rejoicing for the Jews of Egypt, a day of mourning for 
those of Palestine, who were seriously religious and saw 
clearly the danger of disunion and of apostacy if any 
separate centre were tolerated for the religion of Jehovah.^ ' 

§ 202. The narrative of Josephus has absurdities mixed 
up with real history. 

But then the son of Onias the high-priest, who was of the 
same name with his father, and who fled to king Ptolemy, 
called Philomelor, lived now aj Alexandria, as we have said 
already. When this Onias saw that Judaea was oppressed by 
the Macedonians and their kings, out of a desire to purchase 
to himself a memorial and eternal fame, he resolved to send 
to king Ptolemy and queen Cleopatra, to ask leave of them that 
he might build a temple in Egypt like to that at Jerusalem, and 
might ordain Levites and priests out of their own stock. The 
chief reason why he was desirous so to do, was, that he relied 
upon the prophet Isaiah, who lived above six hundred years 
before, and foretold that there certainly was to be a temple 
built to Almighty God in Egypt by a man that was a Jew. 
Onias was elevated with this prediction, and wrote the following 
epistle to Ptolemy and Cleopatra : — ‘ Having done many and 
great things for you in the affairs of the war, by the assistance 
of God, and that in Coele-Syria and Phoenicia, I came at length 
with the Jews to Leontopolis, and to other settlements of their 
nation, where I found that the greatest part of our people 
worshipped in an improper manner, and that on this account 
they bare ill will one against another, which has happened to 
the Egyptians also by reason of the multitude of their temples, 

• and the difference of opinion about divine worship. Now I 
found a very fit place in a fort that hath its name from Agria 
Bubastis ; this place is full of materials gf several sorts, and 
replenished with sacred animals ; I desire, therefore, that you 
will grant me leave to purge this sl\fine, which belongs to 
no master, and is fallen down, and to build there a temple 
to Almighty God, after the pattern of that in Jerusalem, 
and of the same dimensions, in honour of {vwep) thyself, 
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and thy wife and children ; that those Jews who dwell in Egypt 
may have a place whither they may come and meet together 
in mutual harmony, and be subservient to thy advantages ; for 
the prophet Isaiah foretold, that “there should be an altar 
in Egypt to the Lord God ” : and many other such things did 
he prophesy relating to that place.' 

And this was what Onias wrote to king Ptolemy.^ Now 
any one may observe the king's piety, and that of his sister and 
wife Cleopatra, by the epistle which they wrote in answer to it ; 
for they laid the blame and the transgression of the law upon 
the head of Onias. And this was their reply : — ‘ King Ptolemy 
and Queen Cleopatra to Onias, send greeting. We have read 
thy petition, wherein thou desirest leave to be given to thee 
to purge that temple which is fallen down at Leontopolis, in 
the Nome of Heliopolis, and which is named from Agria 
Bubastis ; on which account we cannot but wonder that it 
should be pleasing to the God to have a temple erected in a 
place so unclean, and so full of sacred animals. But since thou 
sayest that Isaiah the prophet foretold this long ago, we give 
thee leave to do it, if it may be done according to your law, 
so that we may not appear to have at all offended the God 
herein,' 

So Onias took the place, and built a temple, and an altar 
to God, like indeed to that at Jerusalem, but smaller and 
poorer. I do not think it proper for me now to describe its 
dimensions, or its vessels, which have been already described 
in my seventh book of the Wars of the Jews. However, Onias 
found certain other Jews like himself, both priests and Levites, 
that there performed divine ser\’ ice. But we have said enough 
about this temple. 

Now it came to pass that the Alexandrian Jews, and those 
Samaritans who paid their worship to the temple that was 
built in the days of Alexander at mount Gcrizzim, did no^y 
make a sedition one against another, and disputed about their 
temples before Ptolemy himself, the Jews saying that, according 
to the law of Mo^bs, the temple was built at Jerusalem ; and 
the Samaritans saying that therefore it was built at Gerizzim. 
They desired therefore the king to sit with his friends and 
hear the debates about these matters, and punish those with 

^ This letter and the next are manifest and stupid forgeries. 
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death who were defeated. Now Sabbaeus and Theodosius 
managed the argument for the Samaritans, and Andronicus, the 
son of Messalamus, for the people of Jerusalem ; and they took 
an oath by God and the king, to make their demonstrations 
according to the Law ; and they desired of Ptolemy, that 
whomsoever he should find that transgressed what they had 
sworn to, he would put him to death. Accordingly, the king 
took many of his friends into the council, and sat down, in 
order to hear what the pleaders said. Now the Jews that 
were at Alexandria were in great concern for those men, whose 
lot it was to contend for the temple at Jerusalem ; for they 
took it very ill that any should take away the reputation of 
that temple, which was so ancient and so celebrated all over 
the habitable earth. Now wheft Sabbaeus and Theodosius 
had given leave to Andronicus to speak first, he began to 
demonstrate out of the Law, and out of the successions of the 
high-priests, how they every one in succession from his father 
had received that dignity, and ruled over the temple ; and how 
all the kings of Asia had honoured that temple cvith their 
donations, and with the most splendid gifts dedicated thereto : 
but as for that at Gerizzim, as being a thing of nought, none 
made account of it, or ever regarded it. By this speech, 
and other arguments, Andronicus persuaded the king to 
determine that the temple at Jerusalem was built according to 
the laws of Moses, and to put Sabbaeus and Theodosius to 
death. And these were the events that befell the Jews at 
Alexandria in the days of Ptolemy Philometor. 

The story of the religious controversy between Jews 
and Samaritans carried on publicly before the king and 
his peers, and resulting in the execution of the unsuccessful 
Samaritans, is another fable, but probably resting on some 
historic basis. And from all such stories the policy at least 
of the good and gentle king may be fairl}^ concluded. But 
whether the concession was a matter of influence exerted by 
Onias, or a matter of deliberate statecraft, we can now hardly 
tell. So strong did the philo-Jewish complexion of this king 
appear to Gratz, when he wrote his well-known History of 
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the JewSy that he attributed the whole scheme of the transla- 
tion of the LXX to this king, and not to Philadelphus.^ 
He suggested that the writer of the ‘letter of Aristeas^ 
threw back the date in order to make the support of the 
Jews by the Egyptian Court as ancient and important as 
the first attack upon them ascribed to Manetho, who lived 
under the second king. This argument, which appeared 
very strong when first advanced, has, however, been 
shaken by the researches of Freudenthal and others, 
who show that the Jewish chronicler Demetrius, some of 
whose fragments are preserved by 'Alexander Polyhistor, 
counts his dates down to the reign of the fourth Ptolemy, 
thus showing that he did not live later, and yet that his 
book seems to show distinct knowledge of the LXX. Thus 
the date alleged in the Epistle of Aristeas seems after 
all correct. 

§ 203. Nevertheless the establishment of the Oneion 
near Heliopolis, and the title of Arabarches,^ or governor 
of the nome of Arabia, given to Onias, mark an 
epoch in the history not only of the Jews, but of 
the Egyptians. For now was developed that curious 
polemical literature of Greeks and Egyptians against 
Jews, of Jews against Greeks and Egyptians, which 
has coloured Hellenistic history with its mendacity, and 
lowered the sense of truth in the whole literary world 

^ Cf. his History of the Jews vol. iii. Appendix 2. 

® It was afterwards repeated in Roman times as Alabarches, in the 
sense of taxing officer, and it is probably this transference which makes 
Josephus assert that Fnilometor made Onias chief of the taxes derived 
from the river -transport and the harbours of Egypt. We have in the 
Revenue Papyrus (col. 37) Ai^vapxo-h but not Apa^apxaiy though both 
these outlying nomes are mentioned. In Pauly-Wissowa’s Encyclo- 
paedia, Alabarches is treated as a perfectly distinct word, and derived 
from alaba, which was (Hesychius) a word for ink. 
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of the second century b.c. The blame for this crime, 
generally thrown altogether on the Jews, has been appor- 
tioned to both sides with firmness and judgment by 
Freudenthal, whose concluding pages are to be commended 
as a model not only of style, but of historical insight.^ 

§ 204. There is a remarkable group of papyri, found 
years ago in an earthen pot at the site of Memphis, and now 
scattered through the principal museums of Europe, which 
have been frequently discussed, from the famous edition 
of the Turin part by A. Peyron in 1826, to the princely 
publication of the British Museum in 1893. They tell us 
of the private affairs of sundry persons (especially a recluse 
named Ptolemy and Twin priestesses or acolytes) attached 
to the Serapeum at Memphis, as well as of sundry quarrels 
regarding property, and petitions for state allowances. We 
need not here enter into details beyond those which tell us 
of the condition of the various layers of population settled 
in Upper Egypt. In the first place it is remarkable that 
there is no mention of Jews. It has been noted above 
(§ 1 14) that there is evidence both of Jews and Samaritans 
in the Fayyum about seventy years earlier. For the present 
group of papers date from about 170 u.c., in the reign of 
Philometor, down to the divided reigns in the next century. ^ 

^ Hellenistische Studien i., Alexa 7 ider Polyhistor^ with fragments of 
various writers appended, Breslau, 1875. 

^ One of the group (29 of the Paris papyri), a petition from the 
•^Twins, speaks of ev rots irept (rraaiv a/ieiKTots Kaipois — a moment when 
Greeks and natives could not live together. They go on to specify the 
king’s visit to Memphis (probably 160 B.c.) thus ^ /cat Ka0 ov fiev Kaipov, 
p-eyicrre jSacrtXeu, diaatadeis Kara to diKatov c/c tujv totojv eis 

TO lepou dvariaffaL (Notices p. 280). The king and queen are addressed 
as rovs evxcLpiffTovs Beovs. In Pap. 39 of the same collection they are 
called Beoi awriypes evepyeratf so that we see that such titles were used 
somewhat at random by the local scribes, in their fulsome compliments. 
The concluding formulae are of this kind : vpuv yepoiro Kpareiv waaris tjs 
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§ 205. In the petitions and complaints which occupy most 
of the British division we can easily perceive a considerable 
approach towards fusion between the foreign and native 
elements. The very temple, or collection of temples, 
called the Great Serapeum, contains shrines not only of 
Egyptian, but of Greek, and even of Syrian deities — Astarte 
and Aesculapius are settled in the same enclosure as Ptah 
and Sarapis. We find that men of foreign origin were 
allowed to come and settle there as anchorites, making a 
vow to refrain from leaving the precincts for a series of 
years. The Serapeum seeips indeed to have been a sort of 
Liberty^ in which there was not only an asylum, where 
both people like Ptolemy, the son of Glaucias, and even 
people accused of crimes lived, but also various inns, one 
apparently that of Protarchus (unless he was an official), 
another that for Arsinoite visitors. It seems that the 
police had their eye upon the refugees, and that the sons 
of Glaucias were acting for the police, in reporting whether 
the suspected criminals (they are called dXao-To/ocs) slipped 
out of the asylum by night. Hence (Revillout thinks) the 
various persecutions of these Greeks, such as beating them, 
seizing their goods, and refusing to sell them what they 
wanted, arose. We find Ptolemy, son of a Glaucias, a 
Macedonian formerly resident at the little village of Psychin 
in the Heraclcopolitan nome, such a family friend of his 
Egyptian neighbour that he spends all his energies fighting 
the case of twin girls, the daughters of his neighbour, whose 
names, Thaues and Taous, show them to have been natives, 
and whose Egyptian mother, Nephoretis, had turned 
against them on account of a liaison with a Greek soldier * 
called Philip. We find through these papers a mixture 

w aipriade xwpas Kai avv rots u/Aerepois refci'ois, niv re 

vfiuu ewai ev rjt, irpopoeude 5[ta]^e(r€[«, 
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of Greek and Egyptian names even in the same family, 
which either proves mixed marriages, or that Egyptians 
were assuming Greek names, or Greeks adopting Egyptian 
translations of their names. No doubt all these cases 
were common enough. Dionysius surnamed Petosiris, and 
Ptolemy Sympetesis, a leading officer under Euergetes II. 
(pp. 342, 350) at Gyrene, are cases in point. 

§ 206. It is quite in accordance with this growing 
fusion that the documents now before us should be 
degenerate in their Greek when compared with the earlier 
(Arsinoite) papyri. There is jiot one among the scores 
of writers in the Petrie collection who spells so badly as 
Ptolemy son of Glaucias ; and yet he is above the average 
of the synchronous writers. If we take at random one 
page (26) of the British Museum publication, we find 
vcoT€pop, polr^Oov, lX.'/i<f)a(rLVy ttoXovctip, co/^ot(us, and many more 
such blunders, which the two volumes of the Petrie Papyri 
could not exhibit. The decadence in this respect in sixty 
years is very rapid, unless we assume that there was better 
Greek talked in the Fayyum than at Memphis, for which 
I see no reason.^ 

Nor are the Greeks (Macedonians) any longer a dominant 
race. We may infer that both in Ptolemy’s, and in other 
cases, the men who went into retreat in the Serapeum did 
so from personal danger, iv rots Trjs Tapa\rjs xpopois, when 
disputes among kings or rebellions of the natives impaired 
the security of life. Pap. xxiv. of the collection, written in 

^ On a papyrus (ii. of the Louvre) of which the verso has been 
used by a recluse of the Serapeum to record silly dreams (about 160 B.c. ), 
we find sentences from many of the great Greek poets — I by kos, Thespis ?, 
Sophocles, Anacreon, Pindar, Euripides, Timolheos — but unfortunately 
only as specimens of the various forms of affirmative and negative 
propositions. This at least shows that the settlers were still familiar 
with the names, and with some fragments, of their old national poets. 
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16 1 B.c. when the king was busily engaged in his quarrel with 
his brother, tells us, in the complaint of the same Ptolemy 
the Macedonian, secluded in the shrine of Astarte, that a 
party of Egyptians broke into the temple, and ill-treated 
him because he was a Greeks a reason we should in vain 
•seek under the second or third Ptolemy.^ A formal visit 
of the king and queen to Memphis in the year 160 b.c. 
is also mentioned, as an occasion for laying petitions 
before them, so that the need was evidently felt at court 
to win popularity throughout the country. In these papers 
we hear no longer of cleruchs even when cavalry soldiers, 
but of KaroLKOL and of regiments stationed at Memphis, at 
Hermonthis, or at Thebes, into w'hich men seek enrolment 
as a means of getting small pay and allowances of food. 
There is no^hint that these troops had done duty in foreign 
campaigns, though there is mention of camp-duty and of 
hardships, apparently during local disturbances, in the Gren- 
fell papyri. They seem a poor, resident soldiery, still con- 
sisting not of natives, but of the imported Greeks, for even 
the Macedonians had now learned to call themselves Greeks, 
as the broad term including all the Hellenistic population. 

§ 207. We have already seen that Philometor was 
obliged to put down serious internal revolt, not like 
Epiphancs in the Delta, but in Upper Egypt. It is 
probably on account of this anti-Macedonian feeling 
among the natives of the south country, that his few 
Egyptian temples are in Upper Egypt, at Antaeopolis, 
Kom-Ombos, Philae, even at Debot in Nubia, some 
fifteen miles south® of Philae.^ In general we find his 
' Louvre Pap. 36, 1 1 tve^ia^ovro ftovXojJLevoi cKffvaaai ijl€ /cat ayayriaaij 
KaOairep /cat ey rots rrpoTepoLS xpovots ewexctpTjtrai', ovcrris airooratrews, vapa 
TO EWiyi'a eivai. Cf. for similar complaints, B. M. Pap. 44 (p. 34), 

^ C/G 4712; 4859 is a dedication from the horse and foot stationed 
at Ombos ; 4979 at Debot circa 164 B.c. ; 5185 (Cyrene) is very curious, 




3^2 


THE EMPIRE OF THE PTOLEMIES 


CHAP. 


work taken up and completed by his brother and successor, 
whose building is much more extensive and prominent. 
Indeed, if we consider the length of Philometor’s reign, we 
may say that he was not remarkable in this respect ; I am 
not aware that we have a single monument of his left in 
Lower Egypt. * 

This comparative neglect of the national party may 
have been owing to a strong turn for foreign politics, as is 
manifest not only in the closing scenes of his life, to which 
we shall come presently, but in a curious Cretan inscription, 
where in an arbitration casy^ between the Itanians and 
Hierapytnians, the former rehearse that ( 1 . 38) being 
pressed in war by their neighbours the Praesians, they 
invited King Ptolemy to take charge of their city, and 
adjoining islands which belonged to them, also that upon 
his death the people he had set, in charge went away, 
leaving the Itanians to take care of themselves.^ There 
is an inscription in his honour at Methana in Argolis,^ 
one at Thera, as well as one at Cyprus, as we should 
naturally expect. These evidences are sufficient to show 
that in spite of the growing Roman jealousy, which sought 
to isolate all the remaining Hellenistic powers, Philometor 

for it is dedicated to him as the brother of the reigning sovran and his 
wife, hence possibly set up in his memory after his death, viz. pacr. IlroX. 
Tov ^aaCKem UroX. icat KXeoir. ad€\4>ov, $€op (fiCKofi'tyropa.y tj 

TToXis (viz. Ptolemais in the Cyrenaica). 

^ C/G vol. ii. Addenda 2561 b Kard rivas Kaipoifs vir6 

Tu>p irapopo^PTUp Upaicrlm, iir€<rrrd<raPTO ^orfdelas Kal (pv\aKiji rijs 

re irSXews Kal rrjs pi^aup, rbp Alyijvrov pa<ri\eij(raPTa 

Hr., ws tA rraparediPTa [ ] vepl toOtup ^pdpLiMTa irepieTx^p, Kal 

roOrip Tip rphiTip Kareixop robs Trpoeiprjfihovi rbirovi * reXeirriicravroi bk 
rod ^CKop.'firopos ^aaiXiws Hr, Kal tQp dTd&raXiprwp Air* abrov x^P*-^ 
roD avprripeTp roTs ^Iraplois t'^p re x^P^^ rds PT/i<rovs diraXXa- 
yipTiap ktX. 

2 C/G 1191, 


Ibid. 2451. 
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carried out the old policy of his house towards the islands 
and coasts of the Aegean. 

§ 208. The last act in tHe life of Philometor is recorded 
by several independent historiails, and the facts are not in 
dispute, though any fair critic cannot but express his doubts 
concerning the motives suggested for Philometoris action. 
We find him taking an active part in the affairs of Syria. 
Here the Demetrius known as Soter, — who had befriended 
Philometor when he went to Rome ^ and whose own escape 
from his ill-disguised bondage as a royal hostage Polybius 
has so graphically described ^ — seems to have turned 
all his subjects, especially those of Antioch, against him 
by his cruelties. Probably it was the Jews who urged 
Philometor to interfere, and to support a new claimant 
Alexander Bala, who went to Rome, and obtained the 
authority of the Senatt to recover the kingdom of Syria. 
Polybius® evidently considers that the Senate was hood- 
winked, but then the actual king, though he had been 
practically recognised, had really escaped from Rome 
without leave, and had established a very dangerous 
precedent. However, the decree cited by Polybius quite 
justifies Philometor in helping Alexander. There seems 
also to have been some treachery employed by Demetrius 
in the matter of Cyprus, which he attempted to gain for 
a bribe of 500 talents from the Egyptian governor Archias. 
This plot Philometor discovered and stopped in time.* He 
proipised Bala his daughter Cleopatra in marriage, and 
came in person to escort the bride as far as Ptolemais in 
Palestine, where tht?marriage took place; apparently in 150 
B.C. At this time Alexander had already defeated and slain 
in battle Demetrius, and was king of Syria. Josephus tells 

^ Above, § 197. ® xxxi. 19 sqq. ® xxxiii. 16. 

* Ibid, xxxiii. 3. 



‘ 364 THE EMPIRE OF THE PTOLEMIES chap. 

us that both Philometor and Bala did great honour to 
Jonathan, the high-priest of the Jews, whom they invited 
to the marriage, and whom Alexander even insisted on 
dressing in purple, instead of his national dress, seating 
him beside himself as a royal personage,^ and declaring him 
the ‘ first among his friends ’ or peers. 

Nevertheless Alexander Bala was not honestly disposed 
to the Jews, but allowed his local governors to carry on war 
with them. This and other weaknesses in the management 
of Syria emboldened Demetrius Nicator, son of the Soter 
just named, to land with a force of Cretan mercenaries on 
the coast of Cilicia (147 b.c.) 

§ 209. We may tell the sequel in the words of 
Josephus {Antt. xiii. 4) : 

# 

About this time it was that king Ptolemy, who was called 
Philometor, led an army, part by sea ahd pait by land, and came 
to Syria, to the assistance of Alexander [Bala], who was his 
son-in-law ; and accordingly all the cities received him willingly, 
as Alexander had commanded them to do, and conducted him 
as far as Ashdod ; where they all made loud complaints about 
the temple of Dagon, which was burnt, and accused Jonathan 
of having laid it waste, and destroyed the country adjoining 
with fire, and slain a great number of them. Ptolemy heard 
these accusations, but said nothing. Jonathan also went to 
meet Ptolemy as far as Joppa, and obtained from him hospitable 
presents, and those glorious in their kinds, with all the marks 
of honour ; and when he had conducted him as far as the river 
called Eleutherus, he returned again to Jerusalem. 

But as Ptolemy was at Ptolemais, he was very near to 
a most unexpected destruction ; for a treacherous design was 
laid for his life by Alexander, by the meags of Ammonius, who 
was his friend ; and when the plot was discovered, Ptolemy 
wrote to Alexander, and required of hpii that he should bring 
Ammonius to condign punishment, informing him what snares 
had been laid by Ammonius, and desired that he might be 

^ Antiqq. xiii. 4, 2. 
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accordingly punished for it ; but when Alexander did not comply 
with his demands, Ptolemy perceived that it was he hims«f 
who laid the design, and was very Jingry with him. . . . 

Hereupon Ptolemy blamed himself for having given his 
daughter in marriage to Alexander, and for the league he had 
made with him to assist him against Demetrius [Soter] ; so he 
iiissolved his relation to him, and took his daughter away from 
him, and immediately sent to Demetrius [Nicator], and offered 
to make a league of mutual assistance and friendship with him, 
and agreed with him to give him his daughter in marriage, and 
to restore him to the principality of his fathers. De.metrius was 
well pleased with this embassage, and accepted his assistance, 
and his daughter ; but Ptolemy had still one more hard 
task to do, and that was to peiSuade the people of Antioch to 
receive Demetrius, because they were greatly displeased at 
him, on account of the injuries his father Demetrius had done 
them ; yet did he bring this about ; for as the people of 
Antioch hated Alexander on Ammonius’s account, as we have 
shown already, they were easily prevailed with to cast him 
out of Antioch ; who, tlius expelled out of Antioch, came 
into Cilicia. Ptolemy came then to Antioch, and was made 
king by its inhabitants, and by the arniy ; so that he was 
forced to assume two diadems, the one of Asia, the other of 
Egypt ; but being naturally a good and righteous man, and 
not desirous of what belonged to others, and besides these 
dispositions, being also a wise man in reasoning about 
futurities, he determined to avoid the envy of the Romans ; so 
he called the people of Antioch together to an assembly, and 
persuaded them to receive Demetrius ; and assured them that 
the latter would not be mindful of what they did to his father 
in case he should be now obliged by them ; and he undertook 
that he would himself be a good monitor and governor to the 
new king ; and promised that he would not permit him to attempt 
any bad actions ; but that, for his own part, he was contented 
Vith the kingdom of Egypt. By which discourse he persuaded 
the people of Antioch*to receive Demetrius. 

But now Alexander made haste, with a numerous and great 
army, and came out of Cflicia into Syria, and burnt the country 
belonging to Antioch, and pillaged it ; whereupon Ptolemy, 
and his son-in-law Demetrius, brought their army against him 
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(for he had already given him his daughter in marriage), and 
Beat Alexander, and put him to flight ; and accordingly he 
fled into Arabia. Now, it happened in the time of the battle, 
that Ptolemy’s horse, upon hearing the noise of an elephant, 
cast him off his back, and threw him on the ground ; upon 
the sight of which accident his enemies fell upon him, and 
gave him many wounds upon his head, and brought him int^ 
danger of death, for when his guards caught him up he was 
so very ill, that for four days’ time he was not able either to 
understand or to speak. However, Zabdiel, a prince among 
the Arabians, cut off Alexander’s head and sent it to Ptolemy, 
who so far recovering of his wounds, as to recover his under- 
standing, on the fifth day, heard at once a most agreeable 
hearing, and saw a most agreeable sight, which were the 
death and the head of Alexander ; yet a little after this his 
joy for the death of Alexander, with which he was so greatly 
satisfied, he also departed this life. 

It was by a strange retribution of fortyne, that the 
very king whom Antiochus Epiphancs had defeated, and 
whose crown in Egypt he had assumed, should be the 
very king who came to occupy by conquest his victor’s 
throne, and be proclaimed Lord of Syria. His actual, 
though brief, reign in Syria is still attested by coins both 
silver and copper, which represent him with his diadem as 
king, not of Egypt, but of Syria. ^ This account seems 
plain enough, but the account of the author of the first 
Maccabees differs in one important point. I will quotes 
the whole passage, omitting the detail it gives us concerning 
the taxing of provinces by the Seleukids, which I have 
already used for the analogous case of the Ptolemies. 

§ 210. In the hundred and sixtieth year Alexander, the 
son of Antiochus sumamed EpiphanA, went up and took 
Ptolemais : for the people had received him, by means whereof 
he reigned there. ‘ 

^ Cf. Coins oj the Ptolemies p. Ixv., and Babelon Rois de Syrie 
No, 1057 
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Now when king Demetrius [Soter] heard thereof, he gathered 
together an exceeding great host, and went forth against him 
to fight. Moreover Demetrius sent letters unto Jonathan with 
loving words, so as he magnified him. For said he, Let us 
first make peace with him, before he join with Alexander [IJala] 
against us : else he will remember all the evils that we have 
#done against him, and against his brethren and his people. 
Wherefore he gave him authority to gather together an host, 
and to provide weapons, that he might aid him in battle : he 
commanded also that the hostages that were in the tower 
should be delivered him. . . . 

This done, Jonathan settled himself in Jerusalem, and began 
to build and repair the city. 

Now when king Alexand»ir had heard what promises 
Demetrius had sent unto Jonathan : when also it was told him 
of the battles and noble acts which he and his brethren had 
done, and of the pains that they had endured, he said, Shall 
we find such another man ? now therefore we will make him 
our friend aud confede’*ate. Upon this he wrote a letter, and 
sent it unto him, according to these words, saying, King 
Alexander to his brother J onathan sendeth greeting : we have 
heard of thee, that thou art a man of great power, and meet 
to be our friend. Wherefore now this day we ordain thee to 
be the high priest of thy nation, and to be called the king’s 
friend (and therewithal he sent him a purple robe and a crown 
of gold) ; and require thee to take our part, and to keep friend- 
ship with us. 

So in the seventh month of the hundred and sixtieth year, 
at the feast of the tabernacles, Jonathan put on the holy robe, 
and gathered together forces, and provided much armour. 
Whereof when Demetrius heard, he was very sorry, and said, 
What have we done, that Alexander hath prevented us in 
making amity with the Jews to strengthen himself.? I also 
will write unto them words of encouragement, and promise 
them dignities and gifts, that I may have their aid. 

He sent unto theAi therefore to this effect . . . ^ : 

Now when Jonathan and the peojjle heard these words, 
they gave no credit uftto them, nor received them, because 
they remembered the great evil that he had done in Israel ; 

* Cf. alx)ve, § 1 17. 
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for he had afflicted them very sore. But with Alexander they 
were well pleased, because he was the first that entreated of 
true peace with them, and they were confederate with him 
always. Then gathered king Alexander great forces, and 
camped over against Demetrius [Soter]. And after the two 
kings had joined battle, Demetrius’ host fled ; but Alexander 
followed after him, and prevailed against them. And he# 
continued the battle very sore until the sun went down : and 
that day was Demetrius slain. 

Afterward Alexander sent ambassadors to Ptolemy king of 
Egypt with a message to this effect : Forasmuch as 1 am come 
again to my realm, and am set in the throne of my progenitors, 
and have gotten the dominion, and overthrown Demetrius, and 
recovered our country ; for afte? I had joined battle with him, 
both he and his host was discomfited by us, so that w'C sit in 
the throne of his kingdom : now therefore let us make a league 
of amity together, and give me now thy daughter to wife ; and 
1 will be thy son-in-law, and will give both thee and her gifts 
according to thy dignity. • 

Then Ptolemy the king gave answer, saying, Happy be the 
day wherein thou didst return into the land of thy fathers, and 
satest in the throne of their kingdom. And now will I do to 
thee, as thou hast written : meet me therefore at Ptolemais, 
that we may see one another ; for I will marry my daughter 
to thee according to thy desire. So Ptolemy went out of 
Egypt with his daughter Cleopatra, and they came unto 
Ptolemais in the hundred threescore and second year ^ : where 
king Alexander meeting him, he gave unto him his daughter 
Cleopatra, and celebrated her marriage at Ptolemais with great 
glory, as the manner of kings is. 

§ 21 1. Now king Alexander had written unto Jonathan, that 
he should come and meet him. Who thereupon went honour- 
ably to Ptolemais, where he met the two kings, and gave them 
and their friends silver and gold, and many presents, and found 
favour in their sight. ... So the king honoured him, and 
wrote him among his chief friends, and made him a duke, 
and partaker of his dominion. Afterward Jonathan returned 
to Jerusalem with peace and gladnesi. Furthermore in the 

^ Viz. from 312 B.C., the year from which Seleukos counted his 
accession, and therefore 150 B.c. 
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hundred threescore and fifth year came Demetrius [Nicator] son 
of Demetrius out of Crete into the land of his fathers : whereof 
when king Alexander heard tell, he was right sorry, and 
returned into Antioch. 

Then Demetrius made Apollonius the governor of Coelesyria 
his general, who gathered together a great host, and camped 
• in Jiunnia, and sent unto Jonathan the high priest, saying, 
Thou alone liftest up thyself against us, and I am laughed to 
scorn for thy sake, and reproached : and why dost thou vaunt 
thy power against us in the mountains ? Now therefore, if 
thou trustest in thine own strength, come down to us into the 
plain field, and there let us try the matter together ; for with 
me is the power of the cities. . . . 

Then brought Simon forth *his host, and set them against 
the footmen (for the horsemen were spent), who were 
discomfited by him, and fled. The horsemen also, being 
scattered in the field, fled to Azotus, and went into Beth- 
dagon, their idol’s temple, for safety. But Jonathan set fire 
on Azotus, jftid the cities round about it, and took their spoils ; 
and the temple of Dagcih, with them that were fled into it, he 
burned with fire. Thus there were burned and slain with the 
sword well nigh eight thousand men. And from thence 
Jonathan removed his host, and camped against Ascalon, 
where the men of the city came forth, and met him with 
great pomp. After this returned Jonathan and his host unto 
Jerusalem, having many spoils. Now when king Alexander 
heard these things, he honoured Jonathan yet more. And 
sent him a buckle of gold, as the use is to be given to such as 
are of the king’s blood : he gjive him also Accaron with the 
borders thereof in possession. 

And the king of Egypt gathered together a great host, like 
the sand that lieth upon the sea shore, and many ships, and 
went about through deceit to get Alexander's kingdom^ and , 
0 join it to his own. Whereupon he took his journey into Syria 
in peaceable manner^ so as they of the cities opened unto him, 
and met him ; for king Alexander had commanded them so 
to do, because he was his father in law. Now as Ptolemy 
entered into the cities, lie set in every one of them a garrison 
of soldiers to keep it. And when he came near to Azotus, 
they showed him the temple of Dagon that was burnt, and 
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Azotus and the suburbs thereof that were destroyed, and the 
bodies that were cast abroad, and them that Jonathan had 
burnt in the battle ; for they had made heaps of them by the 
way where he should pass. Also they told the king whatso- 
ever Jonathan had done, to the intent he might blame them : 
but the king held his peace. Then Jonathan met the king 
with great pomp at Joppe, where they saluted one another, and 
lodged. Afterward Jonathan, when he had gone with the 
king to the river called Eleutherus, returned again to Jeru- 
salem. King Ptolemy, therefore, having gotten the dominion 
of the cities by the sea unto Seleucia upon the sea coast, 
imagined wicked counsels against Alexander. Whereupon he 
sent ambassadors unto king Demetrius, saying, Come, let us 
make a league betwixt us, and I will give thee my daughter 
whom Alexander hath, and thou shalt reign in thy father^s 
kingdom : for I repent that I gave my daughter unto him, for 
he sought to slay me. Thus did he slander him, because he 
was desirous of his kingdom. Wherefore he took his daughter 
from him, and gave her to Demetrius, and forsook Alexander, 
so that their hatred was openly known. Then Ptolemy 
entered into Antioch, where he set two crowns upon his head, 
the crown of Asia and of Egypt. 

In the mean season was king Alexander in Cilicia, because 
those that dwelt in those parts had revolted from him. But 
when Alexander heard of this, he came to war against him : 
whereupon king Ptolemy brought forth his host, and met him 
with a mighty power, and put him to flight. So Alexander 
fled into Arabia, to find refuge there ; but king Ptolemy was 
exalted : for Zabdiel the Arabian took off Alexander’s head, 
and sent it unto Ptolemy. King Ptolemy also died the third 
day after, and his men that were in the strongholds were 
slain by the inhabitants of them.^ 

The author of this narrative is in general a sober and a 
good authority, but his interpretation of the motives of 
Philometor differs so completely from that of Josephus, 
who frequently follows him, that we perceive unmistakeably 
a philo-Syrian conflicting with a philo-Egyptian tradition. 

^ I Macc. x.-xi. i8 (with a few omissions). 
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The other acts of Philometor compel us in the present case 
to take the side of Josephus, and reject the latter narrative, 
so far as it alleges treachery on the Egyptian side, as a 
calumny against the gentle and able Philometor. 

§ 212. This was the end of one of the best kings of 
Egypt, in the forty-first year of his age (?) and the thirty- 
fourth of his reign. We are not told whether his body 
was embalmed and brought to Egypt for burial, as we now 
know to have been the case with the Egyptian king, whose 
actual mummy, with a deadly axe-wound in the skull, was 
found and unrolled a few years ago at the museum of 
Gizeh. Polybius, who was in Egypt very shortly after 
Philomotor’s death, and who must have known him per- 
sonally at Rome during his adversities, has left us a short 
character-sketch of him, of great interest owing to Polybius’ 
authority !ind intimate knowledge of the men and the 
politics of the day. * 

Ptolemy, king of Syria, died from a wound received in the 
war : a man who, according to some, deserved great praise 
and abiding remembrance, and according to others the reverse. 
If any king before him ever was, he was mild and benevolent; 
a very strong proof of which is that he never put any of his 
own ‘ friends ’ to death on any charge whatever ; and I believe 
that not a single man at Alexandria either owed his death to 
him. Again, though he was notoriously ejected from his 
throne by his brother, in the first place, when he got a clear 
opportunity against him in Alexandria, he granted him a 
complete amnesty ; and afterwards, when his brother once 
more made a plot against him to seize Cyprus, though he got, 
him body and soul into his hands at Lapethus, he was so far 
from punishing him as an enemy, that he even made him 
grants in addition *to those which formerly belonged to him 
in virtue of the treaty made between them, and moreover 
promised him his daughter. However, in the course of a 
series of successes and prosperity, his mind became corrupted ; 
and he fell a prey to the dissoluteness and effeminacy char- 
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acteristic of the Egyptians : and these vices brought him into 
serious disasters. . . . 

Polybius is therefore not the least disposed to over- 
estimate him, and indeed seems to depreciate him more than 
the facts would have seemed to warrant. The last joy of his 
life, that of gazing on the head of a defeated enemy, is the 
very last joy we should have supposed him to seek.^ But the 
express statement of the historian must have been based 
upon some well-known detail concerning the king’s dying 
moments, and can hardly, I think, have been put in by way 
of general scenery for the picture. The operation upon his 
skull was probably trepanning, one known not only to the 
civilised Egyptians, but to many savage races all over the 
globe. It would seem to us more probable that the 
operation took place while he was unconscious, and that 
by it he recovered his senses, but died .shortly after. 
Livy’s epitome states that he died under the operation.^ 

Fortunately, we can supplement the descriptions of 
historians by some trustworthy evidence regarding the 
king’s appearance. There has been found in the sea at 
Aegina and brought to Athens the colossal head of the king, 
indicated by the tall royal head-dress of the Ptolemies, and 
by a fragmentary hieroglyph text on the back, which shows 
it to have been some gift or dedication of Philometor and his ^ 
wife. Though the quality of the stone and the dress point 
to Egypt, the head and hair are distinctly Greek in fashion, 

, and so far as the mutilated nose allows us, we must con- 
sider him a very handsome youth with a countenance full 
of sweet expression. It is conjectured /hat this fragment 

^ Cf. Addit. Notes pp. 495-6. 

* Epit. lii. inter curationem^ dum medici ossa terebrare contendunt^ 
expiravit. 

* Cf. Six on this portrait in Mitth, (Athens), xii. 212. 




IX ^ 


PTOLEMY VII 


373 


comes from the neighbouring Methana, where Pausanias 
saw a temple of Isis. The splendid coin commemorat- 
ing his coronation as king of Syria/ though representing 
him a much older man, corroborates fairly the marble head, 
and persuades us that he was the handsomest and most 
refined-looking of the whole dynasty.^ 

§ 2 13. We must add a word concerning the princess who 
was so prominent a figure in this Syrian war. She had 
been handed on from one Syrian prince to another as if she 
had no more will in the matter than her precious trousseau. 
When her second husband® Demetrius was taken prisoner 
in the East (140 b.c), she forthwith sent for his brother, 
then a wandering adventurer, and set him on the throne 
as Antiochus Sidetes. But when Demetrius returned, after 
nine years, of captivity, she murdered Sidetes, it is said 
from jealousy, and her son Seleukos, who attempted to 
assume the crown, in 1 2 5 b.c. At last she met her match 
in her second son Antiochus Grypus, who made her 
swallow the loving cup of poison, which she had prepared 
for him on his return from hunting. These adventures 
belong to the history not of Egypt, but of Syria, yet 
they may fairly find brief mention here, as they show 
in another instance the daring and the recklessness with 
which the princesses of that day played their part in the 
wars and the intrigues of Hellenistic courts. They seem 
quite as free of their persons as are the princes. Their 
marriages and murders are alike without compunction. 

^ Poole xxxii. 9, reproduced at the close of this chapter. 

^ Gutschmid (Sharp? p. 267) judges him very harshly, and says that 
in spite of some personal good qualities, it was he who allowed the 
whole kingdom to go to pieces, so that it required all the energy and 
ability of Euergetes II. to repress insurrections and hold the reins 
of government. On the other hand, Revillout, judging from financial 
measures, thinks Philometor just and wise, and Euergetes the reverse. 
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We shall have more to say of the younger Cleopatra, 
this queen^s sister, who spent her life in Egypt. When 
modern people wonder at the daring of the last of the 
series, who has been embalmed in the prose of Plutarch, 
and the verse of Shakespeare, they seldom know or reflect ^ 
that she was but the last of a long series of princesses, 
probably beautiful and accomplished, certainly daring and 
unscrupulous, living every day of their lives in the passions of 
love, hate, jealousy, ambition, wielding the dominion over 
men or dying in the attempt. But alas ! except in the dull 
and lifeless effigies on coins, vfc have no portraits of these 
terrible persons, no anecdotes of their tamer moments, no 
means of distinguishing one Cleopatra from the rest, amid 
the catalogue of parricides, incests, exiles, bereavements ! 

§ 214 . Upon hearing the news of her husband’s death, 
the widowed queen Cleopatra (11.*), supported, we may 
infer, by the Jewish party in Alexandria, sought to set 
upon the throne his son, and had him proclaimed king as 
Ptolemy Neos Philopator (11.) ^ An inscription found in 

* Lepsius (Berlin Alfk. for 1852, p. 468) argued that although all 
our Greek authors ignore it, this youthful son of Ptolemy Philometor 
is known in hieroglyphic lists of ancestors worshipped by the later 
Ptolemies as Philopator or Young Philopator, according to the translation 
of the Egyptian texts. He therefore designated the eighth king as* 
Philopator II. Until now we should have preferred to call him 
Eupator II. , on the evidence of a Cyprian coin, which Lepsius did not 
know (cf. Poole’s Cotm etc., p. Ixvii.), combined with the inscription 
of Apello, which says expressly paaiXea UroKcfiaiov^ 6 eov Euiraropa, top 
ey ^aa-iXew IIt. kou paaiXia-fftfs KXeoirarpas, B€u>p ^iXofirp-optop, I sup- 
pose then that the hieroglyphics for Eupator h^ve been confused with 
those for Philopator by the gravers. This identity of name in the 
titular kings before and after Philometor also accounts for the fact that 
Eupator appears sometimes before, sometimes after, in those inscriptions 
that show only one Eupator : cf. above, § 186. But the question has at 
last been settled in Lepsius’ favour by two documents : ( i ) on a mutilated 
granite stele, brought from Asw^n to the British Museum in 1887 (cf. my 
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Cyprus shows that he was actually acknowledged there. But 
his reign was only nominal. Euergetes, who had no doubt 
been long planning another invasion from Cyrene, started 
at once at the head of his army, and with the help of a 
largo faction at Alexandria, asserted himself as king upon 
the understanding that he should marry the widowed queen 
his sister. If she hoped to save her son, as the narrative 
in Justin seems to imply, of course she failed. The young 
prince is said to have been murdered on the very day, 
and amid the pomp, of the nuptial feast. Thus did this 
pardoned brother requite lys brother's magnanimous for- 
bearance ! History is silent concerning the character of 
the ill-fated youth. We only know that his education 
had been entrusted to Aristarchus, the famous critical 
editor of Homer, and the prince of grammarians.^ It 
seems to me possibl^e, that the inscription cited above 
(§ 197) refers to this capture of Alexandria, which was 
probably not accomplished without disturbance and blood- 

publication of it in Hermaihena xxii.), which commemorates privileges 
granted to the local priests of the kings from Philadelphus to Soter II., we 
have 1. 16 , 6i(av E]iri 0 ai/a;i/ xat Oeov EuTraropos Kai 6 €u>[p ^iXofiyiTopwv : 
and again 1. 33 Bewp ^i\o]firiTop(ay kou 0€Ou pcov 4 »iXo 7 raropoj Kat 
Oeov [Evepyerov (not Ocujp Bue/yycTwi', probably because Cleopatra III. 
was still alive); ( 2 ) a contract of the eighth year of Soter II., bought 
in Egypt by Mr. Grenfell in 1895 , which for the first time gives us in 
Greeky the complete list of the first ten Ptolemies, e.g. paa-iKevoPTUP 
KXeoTrarpas Kat /SoatXcws nroXe/xaiou 0€(ap ^iXofxrfTopwp XtaTrjptap ctovs 17 
€<p Lepem tov optos cp AXe^apdpeiat AXe^apdpov xai 0eujp 'Ziar'nptav Kdi 
0€U)P Ad€X<f)U)p Kat 0€U)P Ev€py€Tb)P Kat 0€up ^iXoiraropu)P km 0€(jjp^ 
Em<pap(ijp KM 0eov Evjraropos km 0€OV ^iXofiTfTopos km 0€ov ^tXoiraTopos 
P€Ov KM 0€ov Evepyerov km 0iu>p ^iXop.7fTopu)p Xwrrjptap tepov wuXov laidos 
lii€yaXris a0Xo<ftopov Be/fR/tKr/s Ev€py€Tidos Kaprjf/topov Aptriporfs ^tXadeX^ov 
lepeias Apfftporis ^iXoiraropos tup ovffwp €p AXe^apdpeiM cp de UroXe/iaiBi 

TT)S Srj^MdOi €0 l€p€<t)P Kflt l€p€l<aP KM KdPlt)<pOpOV TiiiP OPTU>P KM OlKTtilV 

firjpos EpoKoBCXwp ToXei tov lla^cptrou ewi Zoiiroi; ayopavopov 

opoXoyei ktX. 

^ Cf. Susemihl i. 451 for the evidence. 
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shed But to keep the young Philopator, the just heir, 
alive, must have seemed quixotic to a man of Euergetes’ 
temper. He had been recognised as the crown prince 
over the whole empire, not only at Cyprus, but at Philae, 
for Mr. Sayce ^ found on the island of Huseh a granite 
slab, which had supported figures of the king and queen 
with this youth standing between them.^ These evidences 
show that his claims to the throne were not to be set 
aside so long as he was alive. ^ 

' Academy for March 23, 1895. 

^ The text runs : /Sac. IItoX. xai /^(t. KXeoT. | 0eous ^i\o/JLvjTopas Kai 
UroXefjLaiop top vlop avrcjp. Under it Iirts Kai IIpos, over an erasure, 
and a demotic translation of the text. Unfortunately the prince’s titles 
seem to have been erased. 

^ But cf. my conjecture below, p. 38o~note 2. 
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CHAPTER X 

PTOLEMY IX. (EUERGETES II. OR PHYSKOn), I46-II7 B.C. 

§215. We come now to a reign of exceptional duration, 
and of varied interests, during which not a little that 
is characteristic in the Ptolemaic 
remains of Egypt found its origin. 

And yet no figure ^in the series 
would seem less likely to last long ; 
no man less likely to do anything 
for the good of his country. The 
verdict of the remaining historians 
is unanimous that he was a monster 
of cruelty and vice ; that he spent his 
early life in persistent intrigues and 
rebellions against his elder brother; 
that he never showed respect or grati- 
tude for any favour. He conciliated 

' CLEOPATRA III. PTOLEMY lX.l 

no party of his motley population 

which might leave us any records of his merits ; he is 
set down by Stra%) along with the fourth and the last, 
as by far the worst in a series which was rich in vices. 
The crimes of the pTesent king moreover occurred quite 

^ Ilis second, or throne-name, is seldom distinguishable from that of 
his brother (p. 328). 
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publicly, were not disputed, and were the talk of all the 
Hellenistic world, yet there was still in Rome, now giving 
the tone to the Eastern world, a Scipionic circle which 
not only knew what occurred in the East, but which 
visited Egypt ; there was the elder Cato, ready to "attack 
all abuses in the provinces, whose indignation should have 
been enough to remove a monster steeped in murder and 
incest. Nevertheless Euergetes II. lived on and prospered, 
and died in peace at a ripe old age. 

Surely these extraordinary anomalies require some 
explanation which has not been vouchsafed us by the 
writers of the day.^ 

§ 216. Let us first, however, rehearse the facts of his 
life, restating briefly the part he had taken in public affairs 
during his brother’s reign. Compared with Philometor, 
he seems consistently to have shpwn a more vigorous 
disposition. The people of Alexandria set him up as 
king, as soon as his elder brother had fallen under the 
power of Antiochus Epiphanes. He cannot then have 
been so much as sixteen years old, and yet no sooner 
does his able sister make a reconciliation or junction 
between the brothers to resist the Syrian invader, than we 
perceive in him the ambition to oust that gentle and 
forgiving youth, and make himself sole king. In all the* 
various disputes which ensued, ending in the actual 

^ I cannot but think that the opinion of Polybius influenced 
all succeeding writers, and though much of what he said about this 
Euergetes is lost, his strong censure of him is clearly expressed. But 
may not Polybius have been unduly prejudiced? He tells us that 
Menyllos, the confidential agent and ambassador of Philometor, was 
an intimate of his own at Rome, and from thL man he must have heard 
all Euergetes’ vices dwelt upon, and perhaps considerably blackened. 
May it not be the gossip of this bitter opponent of Physkon which has 
crept into history as the verdict of Polybius ? 
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expulsion of Philometor, who was restored by Rome with 
a division of the kingdom, none of our authorities ever 
hints that Euergetcs had a good cause. He is hated at 
Alexandria ; he is hated at Cyrene ; and yet he manages 
to persuade a party at Rome to support his claims, and 
* award him the province of Cyrene, to which he had no 
right whatever. He must have been intimate with high 
Roman society, if it be true that he proposed for the 
celebrated Cornelia, mother of the Gracchi.^ Not con- 
tent with the Senators award, he bids for Cyprus ; he 
persuades the Senate to gwe him the province without 
armed intervention, then with armed intervention ; even 
to break off diplomatic relations with Philometor. But 
all his schemes fail against the polite passive resistance 
of the kigg to the Roman behests, coupled with his 
superiority in arms wfaen the two brothers meet in actual 
conflict. Defeated, pardoned, silenced, but not reconciled, 
Euergetes was sent home by his merciful brother to the 
province of Cyrene, where the inhabitants had rebelled 
against him, and hated him for his cruelties. Though 
history is silent concerning him during the last eight or 
nine years of Philometor^s reign, we can see from his 
promptness to seize the vacant throne that he must have 
been watching for any reverse which might happen to his 
brother in Syria ; it is even quite possible that the attempt 
at murder, which Philometor set down to the agency of 
Alexander Bala, was really suborned by Euergetes. 

§ 217. At all events he invaded Egypt apparently 
before the Egyptkn army had returned from Syria, and 

^ Above, § 199. • 

® Justin says he was offered the crown {/>fr Ugatos) by the Alex- 
andrians, and that Cleopatra’s attempt was only that of a faction. 
Bandelin errs in assuming that the legati were from Rome. 
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compelled the. population of Alexandria, which had sided 
with the widowed queen Cleopatra in setting up her son 
Philopator Neos as king, to accept him according to the 
usual fashion of the Ptolemies, as the second husband 
of his sister, probably with some vague pretence that this 
Philopator (II.), his stepson, should succeed.^ Of course 
he had not the smallest intention of keeping this contract ; 
he only desired to seize the power, that he might secure 
himself against all claimants. But it appears to us not 
only cynical and senseless, but most impolitic, cruelty, 
that he should murder the y^ung prince publicly, during 
the very marriage feast, and even before the eyes of 
his queen and sister.^ And yet the outraged mother, 
the distracted bride, continued to live with him, and 
brought him within a year a son, while he >^as residing 
in state at Memphis, whom he called, out of compliment 
to the circumstance, Memphites ! If the queen was 
of nearly the same age as her brother, which seems 
to have been the case, she must have been now at 
least thirty-five years of age, when (in that climate) the 
usual age of childbearing would have passed. Hence the 
extraordinary exultation of Euergetes at this late heir, 

^ Josephus {contra Apion. ii. § 5) and Justin (xxxviii. 8) ascribe the 
whole management of the defence to Onias, and seem to imply that a 
Roman envoy named Thermus was responsible for the terms of the 
surrender, which were unjust, owing to Thermus being bribed by 
Euergetes. 

I distrust Josephus’ polemical tract altogether, but in this case we know 
that there was an oration of Cato against Q. Minucius Thermus, from 
which A. Gellius (xviii. 9) quotes a sentence acefcing him of venality. 

® Justin is so liberal in his accusations of murder (cf. § 147, note), 
that it is quite probable the sudden and opportune death of Philo- 
pator II. from natural causes may have been set down to his uncle’s 
crime. It is more reasonable ’to assume this and so avoid the mon- 
strous sequel which historians would have us believe. 
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‘ born out of due season.* This event was said to have taken 
place during his ‘ coronation * at Memphis ^ — at which time, 
I think, he first assumed the title Evepyerrf^. Diodorus 
is express that he was crowned according to the Egyptian 
custom, 2 and this gives us a key to much of his after life. 

> Tbe Jews also believed that he had set his mercenaries 
upon them at Alexandria, owing to their support of 
Philopator II., and that he was prevented from execut- 
ing a wholesale massacre by the intercession of his concu- 
bine Irene. The details seem to be borrowed from, or 
identical with, those which form the substance of the third 
book of Maccabees, and which are there attached to Philo- 
pator (cf. above, §§ 159, 160). Diodorus adds that he 
murdered a number of his old subjects the Cyreneans, 
who had accompanied him, because they used too free 
language about the same concubine. 

I 218. But there was a larger policy in this severity. 
Polybius, who visited Alexandria, probably within a very 

^ Cf. Wilcken in Droysen’s A 7 . SW^, ii. 442. See what was said 
above, j). 317, on the ceremony commemorated by the Rosetta stone. 
We cannot tell with certainty whether the present was the actual 
coronation or the solemn entry into the temple of Ptah. 

® Kara rrji/ ivOpovi^bfievos rots ^acriXdois Hard, robs kiyvwriwp 

vbp.Qv%f de Virt, p. 594. We km)w from Pap. 15 of the Louvre (col. 
3, 11. 58.^7.) that he issued a decree of benevolences in his twenty-sixth 
year at Memphis, probably upon his coronation, and the birth of 
Memphites, c.g, irapaO^/K^vov 5 e xat Tpoarayfiara Kai fiepos ck tov 
€KT€$€PTos CP Twt K<T L TTpocTa^ftaros, ctc. His first sole year of royalty 
at Alexandria he called his twenty-sixth, t,e. from 171 B.c. This decree 
gave a legitimate title to those who had property without any such 
title, on the ground of nosses^on, as is amply confirmed by the last 
column of the Turin rap. i. 9, 20 wapa 0 €fjuepu)p de /cat rpoorrayfiarot 
fiepos TOV CKTeOepTos ep rwc K<rL irepi tu)p tpiXapOpuirtop repi twp 
K€KpaT 7 jKOTQ}p (sc, oviTias). There must have been some sort of Act 
of Settlement required, but it did not last till the end of the reign, 
when another such Benevolence was proclaimed. Cf. below, § 224. 
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few years of Euergetes’ accession, speaks of repeated 
massacres of the Alexandrian population by the mercenaries 
let loose upon them, and he describes the Alexandrians, 
whom he considers substantially Greeks, as quite distinct 
from the natives. 

A personal visit to Alexandria filled me with disgust at the ' 
state of the city. It is inhabited by three distinct races, — 
native Egyptians, an acute and civilised race ; secondly, mer- 
cenary soldiers (for the custom of hiring and supporting men- 
at-arms is an ancient one), who have learnt to rule rather than 
obey owing to the feeble character of the kings ; and a third 
class, consisting of native Alexandrians, who have never from 
the same cause become properly accustomed to civil life, but 
who are yet better than the second class ; for though they are 
now a mongrel race, they were originally Greek, . and have 
retaifted some recollection of Greek principles. But this last 
class has become almost extinct, thanks to Euerg^tes Physcon, 
in whose reign I visited Alexandria ; for that king being 
troubled with seditions, frequently exposed the common people 
to the fury of the soldiery and caused their destruction. So 
that in this state of the city the poet’s words only expressed 
the truth — 

‘ To P^gypt ’tis a long and toilsome road.’ ^ 

Athenaeus ^ also, quoting from an Alexandrian historian 
called Menekles, says that there was a great revival of 
learning throughout Greek lands in the days of this king^ 
usually called Kakergetes at Alexandria : ‘ For he having 
massacred many Alexandrians, and exiled many more who 
had grown up in his brother's time, filled all the islands 
and cities with grammarians, philosophers, geometers, 
musicians, painters, trainers, physicians, and other artists,^ 

^ Homer Odyss. iv. 483. ^ iv. c. 83. 

^ The absence of rhetors in this enumeration has been noticed by 
Brzoska (cf. Susemihl ii. 463), and accounted for by the fact known 
since the researches of Blass, that rhetoric, or. even commenting upon 
the orators, was not developed at Alexandria till the days of Didymus. 
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who giving lessons, owing to their poverty, produced many 
distinguished pupils.’ With this my predecessor, Sharpe, 
aptly compares the results of the capture of Constantinople 
by the Turks upon the learning of Europe. 

Yet no intelligent reader will have accompanied me thus 
' far vMthout seeing that one consistent policy underlies all 
these acts — the rehabilitation of the native population, at 
the expense of the Hellenistic settlers and Jews. It was 
from this time on that Alexandria began to revert to the 
Egyptian type, and to lose its distinctive Hellenism. 
There were, of course, man^ Greeks, and learned Greeks, 
left ; this king was himself an author, a critic, and a 
patron of Greek learning. But the mass of the popula- 
tion changed its character. 

§ 219. We arc left without dates, and must guess the 
sequence of events, but it is probable that the famous visit 
of Scipio, with Fanaetius, and a modest retinue of five 
slaves, took place in consequence of complaints from the 
exiled Greeks.^ He was sent ostensibly on a friendly 
mission, and was shown all the kingdom, and the glories of 
it, by Euergetes, who was already so fat and unwieldy that 
he came with great difficulty, on foot, to receive and escort 
the Romans. We do not hear of any charges being made 
against the kirtg by his people, or any censure on the part 
of the Romans, though we cannot but suspect that Scipio 
must have warned him not to try the long-suffering or in- 

Justin (xxxviii. 8) goes on to say that Alexandria was so much deserted * 
that the king invited foreign {peregrinos) settlers by proclamation. 1 
suspect that the foreigig;rs invited were native Egyptians. 

^ Clinton quotes Cic. Acad, priora ii. 6 in legatione ilia nobiliy quam 
ante censuram obiit ; and Adds that his censorship, according to the Fasti 
Capitolini, was in 142 B*c. But the Somnium Scip. § ii seems to 
contradict this, and as he was elected consul, in his absence^ in 134 
B.c. Bandelin (p. 33) adopts this date ; I prefer the former. 
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difference of the Romans too severely. Cato’s attack on 
Thermus must have been fresh, and any bribing of the 
present embassy impossible. The king was probably put 
on his good behaviour, and treated with good-natured 
contempt for his luxury by the frugal Roman hero : ‘ The 
embassy headed by Scipio Africanus came to survey the 
whole kingdom. But Ptolemy having received them with 
great pomp and circumstance prepared extravagant feasts 
and brought them round to show them the palaces, and 
the rest of the royal treasures. The eminent Roman 
ambassadors, however, insisted upon eating only slight and 
wholesome food and despised the king’s luxuries, as being 
injurious to both mind and body. They also paid no 
attention to the things which the king thought splendid, 
but were most diligent in studying what was really worth 
seeing, the situation and the size of the city, and the 
peculiar arrangements of the Pharos ; and then, sailing up 
to Memphis, the excellence of the soil, and its irrigation 
by the Nile, also the great number of the towns, the 
countless myriads of inhabitants, and the security of the 
whole country, admirably suited for a great and safe empire 
if ruled by a worthy sovran.’ ^ 

Still Euergetes II. knew how to deceive or persuade his 
masters. We do not hear of any movement at Rome to 
deprive him of his blood-stained crown. 

Diodorus ^ tells us that his power w'as sustained by his 
minister or general Hierax, who even paid from his own 
purse the mercenaries who were about to revolt to one 
Galaestos, because their allowances w^re in arrear. Yet 

^ Diod. Sic. Legat. 32. It was believed that he actually appointed 
a Roman, named Marcus, not only a j^eer, but an epi-stratcgtis^ one of 
the highest (nominal) dignities in Egypt. Marcus’ friends set up a statue 
of him at Delos. But the' text only gives us ]Atap(x ?)©*'. Cf. CIG 2285. 

* Excerpt, Virt. p. 598. 
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for fifteen years this king occupied the throne without 
serious danger. Early in that period, but probably after 
the visit of Scipio, may be placed the family tragedy 
mentioned by Justin^ that he violated, then married 
the* youthful daughter of his wife, his own niece and 
• step - daughter, called Cleopatra, divorcing the elder 
wife. But the divorce was long delayed. For we know 
that his first queen and sister was for years after 
(certainly in the years 141 and 136 b.c.) named in 
public acts, along with the younger Cleopatra (III.) 
What should we not give for a closer insight into the 
character and sentiments of these extraordinary women ! 
There is to be found in Mr. Paton^s collection of inscrip- 
tions from Kos one of peculiar interest, in which the king 
and his two queens honour with a golden crown and 
a gilded image the tutor of their children, who seem there- 
fore to have been educated at Kos. This was quite what 
we should expect from a prudent king, but hardly from 
Euergetes 11 . , yet I gladly record the fact as giving us one 
more item of evidence whereby to judge him less harshly.*^ 
§ 220. But while the verdict of the Greek historians is 
so decided against him, if we had no other evidence than 
the Egyptian monuments, we should call him the greatest 
of the Ptolemies. Not only does his sway extend into 
Nubia, far beyond that of his predecessors, but all over 


^ xxxviii. 8. 

2 Mr. Paton dates this text (No. 73) from the second period (after 
127 B.c.) that gives us the three royal names in official documents. I 
prefer to put it earlier, jpefore the divorce, while the children of Cleo*- 
patra III. were still young, perhaps 140 to 135 B.c. Here is the text : 
/SacrtXeus IlroXe/taios Kai | KXeowaTpa 77 adeXtprj Kai ^aaCKicaa | 

KXeoTraT/oa 7; ywr} Oeoi Eufpyerat | lepcuva 2 i/*ou rtav irpuynav <pi\u>v | em- 
rpoirevaavra rtop tckpup ruiuv | ereifArjo’ap <rT€<papm txoli'i 

Xpvffcrji apcTfjs €P€Ka xai | evpocas tt/s eis avrovs Kai T€KPa. 
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Upper Egypt, we find his name upon temple after temple 
as the builder, restorer, adorner of the national monu- 
ments. Even from these material proofs we might know 
that this sovran led a reaction against the foreigner in the 
land, and professed to spend his wealth not in salaries* to 
strangers, but in promoting the creed and the traditions of i 
the natives. The private papyri of this period also con- 
tain what I think unheard of in the earlier collection, 
which we owe to Mr. Petrie. There are alleged encroach- 
ments, and even violences, on the part of natives against 
Greeks, which the latter ascribe to the fact that they are 
Greeks. In earlier days we find natives subject to violence 
from Greeks. To this fact I have already called attention.^ 

The natives have left us no literature wherein to criticise 
or defend the character of their king. Their constant 
appeals in legal actions to his justice are there official 
formulae addressed to the crown, but it is not impossible 
that as the rancour of the Roman nobles has blackened 
the character of more than one emperor in the gloomy 
pages of Tacitus, so the persecuted Greeks and Jews have 
taken revenge upon this Ptolemy, whom they called 
Physkon, or Kakergetes, and have exaggerated the horror 
of his crimes. 2 Some such hypothesis seems almost de- 
manded to explain away the otherwise inconceivable calloi^s- 
ness of the men and women who seem to be satisfied 
with a day’s lamentation for a deliberate murder, and live 
on together with the murderer as if nothing had happened. 

§ 2 21. The catalogue of temples built or restored by 
this king is probably not at all complete, for he was 
active everywhere, but the following details will give some 
support to the general statement which I have made.® 

^ Cf. above, § 205. Cf. Josephus f. Ap. ii. 5 for a clear instance. 

* Here is a list of the principal papyri which we can ascribe with 
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So far as excavations and chance discoveries have 
as yet informed us, there is hardly a trace of the 
activity of either Philometor or Euergetes 11. in Lower 
Egypt or even at Memphis, though we may be taught 
any day that our ignorance of these things is for want of 
proper search. But as soon as we reach Thebes, we find 
no reign so marked as that of Physkon. In many cases 
the work is dedicated to the gods by Philometor, and his 
intentions carried out by Euergetes IL, in others it is the 
work of the younger brother alone. On the other hand I 
am not aware of any templ^ founded by Philometor, which 
was not enlarged or completed by his successor. At the 
temple of Karnak both kings appear on a doorway in the 
second Pylon. In the neighbourhood Euergetes II. has left 
his name on the temple of Medamut, where he used the 
older materials of Pharaonic buildings. He restored what 
is known as the small temple of Dayr-el-Medlneh on the 
western side of the Nile, and built the small temple at 
Medinet-Abu. Excavated in the rock behind the famous 
terraces of Hatasu, the inmost chamber again shows his 
name, where a high official had appropriated for his tomb 
an older resting-place. The rock temple of El-Kab was his 
work, though improved by Ptolemy X. He built at the 
great temple of Edfu all his life. He added to the temple 

certainty to his reign, for they differ widely from those of the early 
Ptolemies, and, if dated higher than the year 36, cannot belong to 
Philometor. At Turin (I quote from A. Peyron’s edition) Pap. i. ii. (a 
rough copy of the Paris Pap. 15^) iii. iv. viii. xi. xii. xiii., all dated* 
either L 44, or L 51-3. At Leyden Pap. L. (Catal. Leemans) ; at Pail.> 
(ed. Brunet dc Presle]^6, 8, 14, 15, 16, 61-3. In the British Museum 
Pap. XV. and perhaps iii. The papyri of Zois (Peyron part iii.) and 
Pap. XIII. of Turin bein^ dated L 31 and L 34 may be of Philometor’s 
time. It is from these legal documents— trials, petitions, contracts, 
depositions — that we can gather impressions of the state of things at 
Thebes, and some other spots in Upper Egypt. 
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of Ombos founded by Philometor.^ He has left his mark 
upon Syene Elephantine, Philae, in many places. 

He built part at least of the temple of Debot in Nubia. 
So also at Dakkeh, we have his inscription over the portal 
of the temple, which is the highest point on the Nile 
that any Ptolemaic cartouche has been found. 

This interest in the national religion, coupled with the 
large outlay from the royal purse which such buildings 
implied, go some way to corroborate Gutschmid’s opinion 
that though he may have been worthless as a man, he was 
a model regent of Egypt- ^ 

§ 2 22. Such are the evidences, to me conclusive, that 
his so-called massacres of his Hellenic subjects were not 
random violences, but caused by a despot’s will to protect 
and promote the native population against the imported 
Graeco-Macedonians. These doubtless gave him an excuse 
for his severities by some outbreak, some insubordination, 
perhaps some persecution of the natives. There is not 
one word said of his having shown any harshness to the 
latter. 

This explanation seems all the more probable as his 
persecution of the Alexandrians, though it could not but 
affect all classes, cannot have been directed primarily 
against literary men ; it was surely, in the first instance^ 
political, for the king showed unmistakcable taste for 
Greek learning, and is even the only one of the series 
, whose authorship is to us more than a name. Though 
he may not have been, as some of the ancients asserted, 
a pupil of Aristarchus, he was no dou^t well acquainted 
with that eminent man, and his critical methods.^ The 

o 

^ Above, § 207. ® Sharpe i. p. 267. 

* Susemihl i. 451. If Aristarchus was the tutor of Euergetes II., 
he must also have been the tutor of Philometor, and yet he is called 
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courtiers found it pleased him to discuss problems 
of the Homeric text far into the night, and one of his 
emendations has actually survived.^ 

It seems likely enough that the anecdote told by Galen 
of the conflict for preeminence in libraries between Perga- 
miun and Alexandria, and the means taken to secure books 
from ships, may refer to this Euergetes, and not to his 
older namesake, and the citations by Athenaeus from his 
Memoirs^ though they are trivial enough, show a keen 
interest in geography and in natural history, as his emen- 
dation also suggests. 2 If# indeed mathematical studies, 
then chiefly prosecuted by oral teaching (in the absence of 
convenient notation), seem to have received a mortal 
blow by the exile of the learned from his capital, geogra- 
phical discovery, such as we hear of it in the case of 
Eudoxus and Agath^irchides, w^as in high fashion. It is 
even conjectured that the complaint of Agatharchides at 
the end of his book, that he could not finish it owing to 
his want of access to the State archives on the subject, 
points to the disturbances which exiled the king after 
his fifteen years of undisputed reign.^ We have then 
before us no mere wild beast, no Missgeburt von Blut und 
Dreck^ but at all events a man who understood the 

the tutor of Philometor’s son Eupator. lie may possibly have taught 
all three, and probably fled from Egypt on the murder or death of 
Eupator. Cf. Suidas sub voc. 

^ IlroXc/iatos 6 deOrepos Evcpy^rrjs Trap* 'Op.riptp (c 72) d^iot ypdipeLi-^ 
** dpLipl Xeifiujyes /jxtXaKol erhv ifdi treXfi'Ou.” ffla ydp fierd (seXlvov 
tjtbeffBaL dXXA to, Athen. ii. 61 c, and also ourws 5 ^ koI Hr. 
tpCKofmBcLv boKOvvTi irepl yXilyrrijs Kal arixtBlov Kal IffToplas /mxb/Mevoi 
ubxjp*’ vvktQ>v diriTCLvaVj cf. Susemihl i. 9. 

2 The only passage wlfich indicates his style is the remarkable sketch 
of the strange character of Antiochus Epiphanes, which has passed 
through Polybius into Athenaeus x. 52. 

® Susemihl i. 688, 735, 757 ; ii. 413, 667 for the texts utilised above. 
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pleasures of literature, and was from some points of view a 
patron of learning. 

The studies of recent years upon the apocryphal 
writings of the Hellenistic Jews have shown that this was 
the moment when polemical tracts for and against the 
Jews were much in vogue. The preface to the book of 
Ecclesiasticus shows us that the translator had all the 
canonical books of the LXX ready before him.^ Physkon’s 
enmity against the Jews, as supporters of his brother 
and his brother’s son Eupator, must have excited in 
his courtiers a desire to damage that nation in dignity 
as well as importance, and hence arose scurrilous and 
mendacious attacks upon the Jews, met by that clever 
people with the same weapons. But whatever the value 
of these pamphlets, they add to the evidence given us 
in geographical studies, that the Alexandria of Ptolemy 
Physkon, from which all the learned were supposed to 
have fled, was still the home of scientific inquiry and of 
literary activity. The Sibylline oracles, of which the oldest 
in our collection are also ascribed to this reign, are 
perhaps too special a subject to admit of discussion in the 
pages of this book. 

§ 223. The next passage in this history is even 
more enigmatical. Physkon, after having reigned fifteen 
years at Alexandria, finds himself (in 130 b.c.) so hated 
for his cruelties, and in such danger of assassination, that 
he flies secretly to Cyprus, taking wfith him his son 
Memphites (now about fourteen years old), and uxore 

^ ov yh.p l<ro 8 vmiJL€l aira ip iavrois Xeyl fJLCPa Kal Brav fierax&d 

els iripap yXujffap" oC> fidpop di ravra, dXXd xal aMs 6 pbfios xal al 
irpo^yrjreiai Kal rd XotTrd twp ^i^Xlwp 08 pii.Kph.v t^p 5ia<f>opb.p ip iavroTs 
\ey 6 p.epa, ip yhp Tip rj koX X' irei [viz. of his age] iirl roD E^epyirov 
I3a<ri\i(vs frapayepyffels ecs ktyvirrop Kal avyxpoplaaSf ktX. 

® Susemihl ii. 637-8. 
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matris pellice^ whereupon the Alexandrians confer the 
royalty again upon his sister and discarded queen, Cleo- 
patra 11 .^ By way of vengeance he murders his son, 
and having cut the body into pieces, sends it in a box 
to the boy’s mother, who receives this horrid present 
on her birthday.^ But we only hear of the grief of the 
mother, and the complete alienation of the population, 
except from Justin,^ who tells us that Cleopatra pre- 
pared to resist with an army Euergetes, who came to 
invade Egypt by the Syrian frontier ! In the battle which 
ensued he conquered, and tihough Cleopatra solicited the 
help of Demetrius Nicator, who had just returned from 
his captivity in the East, she was unable to maintain 
herself in Egypt, and joined Demetrius in Syria. 

The war with which Physkon was now threatened he 
evaded by setting up Alexander Zabinas, as a son of 
Alexander Bala, to claim the Syrian throne, in which the 
adventurer was actually successful (128 b.c.) But pre- 
sently his creature revolted from obeying him, and there- 
upon the king of Egypt marries his second daughter 
Tryphaena to Antiochus Grypus, and sends him to play 
the same tragi-comedy with the same success in Syria. 
The climax of absurdity remains to be told. Letronne 
is persuaded by the evidence of monuments that the 
exiled Cleopatra II., condoning the murder and mutilation 
of her son Memphites, returned to Egypt, and is again 
recognised with her brother and her daughter (Cleopatra - 
III.) as a reigning queen. 

^ To this period RevTllout vii. 40) refers a document dated in the 
second year of Cleopatra’s reign. Cf. Addit. Notes pp. 496-7. 

2 Diodorus Excerpt, p. 602 is fullest, and with rhetorical touches ; 
cf. also Livy Epit, lix.; Justin xxxviii. 8. 

* iam etiam populo peregrino invisus^ says Justin. What does this 
mean ? Is it ‘ even the Egyptians ’ ? I think so. 
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§ 224. It is with great impatience that a historian feels 
himself compelled to set down such a jumble of facts, 
without reasonable motives, as the chronicle of a civilised 
kingdom in civilised days. The Romans were now so 
busy with the Gracchan revolution that they had no time 
or inclination to attend to foreign affairs. They had 
indeed acquired Pergamum by the bequest of the last 
king, and were obliged to put down Aristonikos, the 
natural heir, by arms. But as regards the rest of the 
Hellenistic world, they were content that it should be torn 
by discords, wracked by rival» claimants for the thrones, 
and so prepared to fall easily into the tentacles of the 
all-devouring Republic. 

There must indeed have been some internal disturb- 
ances. For the pleader in a legal papyrus argues the case 
of his client on the ground cn Cc fiov /icyto-Twv fSacrikmv 
aTToXeXvKOTOii/ Tovs VTTO TTjv ^ttcTtActav TravTas aiTLiov TTaerwr/ 
Twv €0)5 Lp TOD vyzl, and this quasi -Papal induf 

gence is spoken of as one of a series of (jiikavOpiiyira — 
Benevolences or Indulgences — ordained by this king and 
his ancestors. In the particular case argued, this decree 
in the 53 rd year of the king made actual possession 
equivalent to possession with title — an expedient which 
points to an Act of Settlement after great disorders, and 
depreciation of property from the uncertainty of its tenure. 
I take it to signify that the elder Cleopatra was just dead. 

* She had ruled at Alexandria for some time during Physkon’s 
last exile, and it was in order to legalise her acts and 
protect them from being annulled thut upon his return 
he was compelled to associate her with his throne. When 
she died this danger recurred, and itVas probably to allay 
public uneasiness that he enacted his <f>LXdv 6 p<i)Tra, which 
^ Turin i. col. 7, 11 . 13-15 (ed. Peyron). 
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legalised all the transfers of property done under her 
authority.^ 

§ 2 2 5. Even after all his adventures, the king lived some 
years, for he did not die till 1 1 7 b.c. But of his last years 
we onl}' know from inscriptions and papyri that the affairs of 
Upper Egypt were actively and carefully administered. His 
53rd and 54th (really 28th and 29th) years appear frequently 
among the dates remaining: the many absurdities with which 
his life teems are probably to be attributed, as I have already 
said, to the inventions and distortions of partisan historians, 
Jews and Greeks, who took«iiterary revenge upon the mon- 
arch who destroyed their influence in the land of Egypt. 

§ 226. Let us now turn to a far more interesting sub- 
ject — the indications of the internal state of the country 
during thi^i reign from the stray information conveyed by 
the private document^ in the publications of the respective 
papyri of the museums of Leyden, Paris, London, also 
Vienna and Rome. Those of the British Museum are 
indeed the only collection recently and scientifically 
edited, but the studies of Peyron, Lumbroso, Letronne, 
Revillout,- have told us most of what we could learn, 

^ This conclusion is directly opposed to the argument of Lepsius 
(Berlin Ad/t. 1852, p. 470) who reports that in demotic contracts he has 
found both (jueens mentioned in the headings of the years 14 1 and 
136 B.C., and again in 124 and 118 B.C., while the younger Cleopatra 
alone appears in some of 126-4 B.c. Hence he desires to read in the 
dedication of the temple of Pselchis/*e (45), as only one Cleopatra is men- 
tioned. I do not believe in the accuracy of these demotic documents,* 
and think they may have omitted or added a name at random. Cf. 
Addit, Notes pp. 496^7. Had she been alive in 117 B.C. we should 
probably have heard of her, in the doubtful condition of the succession. 

* Tins is only the case with the particular texts which he has re- 
handled, but there remains much to be done for the Paris papyri. 
The whole collection as it stood in 1862 was edited in vol. viii of the 
Notices et Extraits of the MSS. of the Louvre, from the papers of 
Letronne, by Brunet de Presle. A folio volume of facsimiles was also 
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even by a photographic reproduction such as the English 
authorities have supplied. Unfortunately there is no 
comprehensive study of the social aspects of these papers. 
The economic side has been probably exhausted by the 
admirable essays of G. Lumbroso and U. Wilcken. As 
was said long ago, the information to be obtained from 
the many hieroglyphic inscriptions of this king is almost 
nothing ; the demotic documents are not deciphered with 
any certainty. A few valuable Greek inscriptions, and 
a good many documents of a legal character, coming from 
the Serapeum at Memphis — tliese are the materials at our 
disposal. 

§ 227. We may first dispose of the few" inscriptions on 
stone, w'hich show, at least in the king’s later years, a care- 
ful attention to the southern frontiers of his kingdom, and 
in accordance with his life -policy,* an attention to the 
claims of his native subjects. I have above mentioned 
the votive offering of Soterichos of Gortyn.^ It teaches us 

then produced. But these, done by ])re-photographic processes, are not 
to be safely trusted, and Brunet’s reading constantly deviates even from 
what they present. JLvery page of the work will show discrepancies 
of this kind. He was evidently one of those clever decipherers 
who are not content to confess their failure, but set down their con- 
jectures as readings of the text. The important text numbered 62 was 
re-copied by Mr. Grenfell in 1895, and republished in the appendix to 
the Revenue Papyrus of Philadclphus. But this instance will not show 
how much the rest of the collection demands adequate reproduction, for 
it is far less faulty than the other transcriptions. Wilcken’s forthcoming 
^Corptis Papyroriim will comprise revised copies of all these treasures. 

^ § 118. Here is the text : uircp llroXe/xacou xai | paaiXiaarfS 

KXeoiraTpas rris yvvaiK[os | deuv EvepyeTuv /cat rutv t€kvu>p au[rwv | 
'SiwrrfpLxos iKadiuPos Vofyrvvios t<o[p | apxt’(rtafiaTO<p9KaKO)v aTrc<rra[X | 

VTTo IlauTos Tov (Tuyyepovs /cat | crparTjyov rijs Or;/3aidos eirt Tqv 
(rvpay[b) | yrfv ToXvreXovs XiBeias xai ctti r%p | ttXup Kai wape^opepos 
rrjv a(T<l>aX€iav r[ots | KaroLKopi^ovcri awo rov Kara Koittop opoi^s \ ra 
Xi^apariKa <f>opna /cat ra aXXa ^cpia | Ilavi evoduti /cat rots aXXots Beats 
1 Ta<ri /cat rracrats Lpa BvBi. Cf. also C/C? 4838. 
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many curious facts. The date is L 41, viz. 129 b.c., and 
then Cleopatra II. his sister, whom he had so maltreated, 
must have been either in exile or dead, for if not, she 
would have been mentioned along with her daughter, his 
second wife.^ But we should have expected even the 
*latter to be called his sister, according to the usual formula. 
The officer in question was sent out to collect precious 
stone, and we hesitate between the mafkat^ or turquoise, 
which the old Egyptian kings had sought in tho peninsula 
of Sinai, and the porphyry, which is found in that very 
region, and which was far thie most precious architectural 
stone found in Egypt. But Letronne - asserfs that there 
is not a single instance of the use of porphyry in any 
of our Egyptian antiquities, and indeed the expression of 
the text dq^s not seem to suit quarrying so well, as the 
gathering of some prc4:ious stone (emeralds) found in the 
desert. This too couples better with the cargoes of 
spices which must have come by sea either to Berenike 
or to Myos Hormos, and thence by caravan to Koptos. 

Very striking is the fact that Soterichos, a high official, 
and a Greek, is under the control of one Paos, evidently 

^ Strack {Mitth, for 1894, p. 230) notes that while the historians 
have fixed 127 B.c. as the date of the king’s return from his exile, this 
inscription proves that he was reigning in Egypt in 129 B.C. We have 
another proof of the king’s activity in protecting the southern trade- 
route in an inscription found at Berenike, and now at Alexandria, 
which runs 

vrep / 3 a<ri\€]<ifS nro\[e/uaiov 
xot / 3 a(ri\i<ra]ys K\eo[7raTpas 
rys o5e\0]77S xat / 3 a(r[i\i(r<rj/f 
KX^TrarpajT Trjs yvmiKos 
0 €<av 'Ev€py]€T(av xot tuv 

son of X. II]oXv/[)/>7;wos 
Tuv aufjL]aTo<pv\aKUJV, 

* Inscriptions i. pp. 137 sq. 
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an Egyptian, who has the higher titles of cousin to the 
king, and military governor of the whole Thebaid, that 
is of all the south country from Kynopolis to Syene.^ Nor 
is this a solitary case. The group v. vi. vii. of the Turin 
Papyri is addressed to a Phommous (or -outes), who held 
the same dignities, in the early years of the succeeding* 
reign, as appears from the text of the Aswdn stele to be 
noticed presently. The votive offering of the PaxriXvcnaL 
on the little island of Sehele just above the Cataract 
is still more curious. The dedication is made to a 
number of local Egyptian deities, whose Greek names 
are in each^case added. The greatest of Greek gods 
were here identified with local deities. I'he daemons 
of the Cataract are also added. But the list of names, 
containing fifteen Greeks, the sons of Grcel^, also con- 
tains five Egyptians, the sons of Egyptians, who are thus 
enrolled with the rest in a religious confraternity ol the 
Greek kind, and offer worship, and keep feast days to 
Egyptian deities, whose Greek names must have been a 
mere recent accommodation.^ 

§ 228. But if these Egyptian deities have Greek names 
appended to them, so there are Greek private individuals 
who appear in the legal documents of the day with 
Egyptian names added — Apollonios, also called Psem- 
monthes, son of Hermias, also called Petenephotus,^ and 

^ I notice that in two of the Paphian inscriptions (Nos. 43, 89) of 
this date, the soldiers quartered in Cyprus set up statues to a general 
called the ffTpairqybs airroKpdTwp of the Thebaid. This title is new to 
me. Is it the same as crTpar’qyov Kai iTriarTparr^ov of other inscriptions ? 
In any case it shows the importance of the military forces in Upper 
Egypt, which kept in check the Nubian and* Arabian neighbours. 

^ Cf. the text and comm, in CJG 4893. 

® Leiden Pap. F. Thus we have in Pap. 7 of the Louvre (99 B.c.) 
Asclepias also called Senamouthin, daughter of Panas, a Persian woman. 
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though earlier critics have assumed that these persons 
were natives who had adopted Hellenistic names, I think 
the evidence in this case leans the other way. On the 
analogy of the inscription just cited the order, in such 
case, should be different, it should be Psemmonthes, also 
•called Apollonios, and it is idle to argue that the natives 
were required or thought it advisable to appear in 
Ptolemaic courts with Greek names, for in the same Turin 
collection, and of the same epoch, are suits b/ought by 
natives against one another concerning affairs of purely 
Egyptian interest before thg Ptolemaic magistrates. A 
clear example is the Turin Papyrus viii., in which one 
corporation of Paraschists, who performed the most offen- 
sive part of the embalming of mummies in the necro- 
polis of Thebes, prosecute another corporation or joint- 
stock company for having violated the conditions of a 
transaction whereby a large number of villages were 
reserved for the practice of the buyers — not only were 
they alone to have the right of opening dead bodies in 
that district, but that of collecting contributions in wine, 
oil, etc., from the people of the prescribed district. And 
this case is brought before Heracleides, the royal 
A.D.C., and Epistates, and over the revenues of the 
Theban district ! Nor were the native courts abolished. 
We know from the same collection that there were native 
judges (Aao/cpirat) and native courts ; that legal contracts 
were often made in demotic, we know from extant speci- 
mens. Here are evidences of fusion such as we should 
have looked for in ^ain before the national rising against 
Epiphanes. 

§ 229. But there •is further evidence. On a small 
obelisk or stele found at Philae, the priests of the temples 
commemorate a relief granted them by this king from 
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the heavy burden of entertaining all the government 
officials who had been in the habit of exacting hospitality at 
this famous station. The text,^ which I cite in a nqte, is 
interesting in this, that it shows how firm a hold Physkon 
had obtained of lower Nubia, at least as far as Pselchis. 

^ This important text is now in the possession of Mr. Bankes of 
Kingston Hall. The first two parts of it, viz. (A) the answer from the 
crown to the priests of the temple, enclosing (B) an order to the strategos 
of the district to see that their petition is granted and the evil of which 
they complained abated, are so effaced (iDeing only painted in red 
upon the stone) that their reconstruction is not easy. What is possible 
to be done will be seen in Wilcken’sJEssay in Hermes for 1887, PP* i 
He there establishes that the hieroglyphic text on the sides of the stone 
is not a version of the Greek, but an account of some earlier 4>L\dp0puTa 
granted by the king. These were commemorated upon two obelisks 
which have not yet been discovered. Wilcken in the same essay 
corrects the reconstruction of Letronne, and the conclusions he drew 
which identified the priest of Alexander, etc., with the metropolitan 
ecclesiastic of all Egypt. The last part (C)^s fortunately complete, and 
tells us what the complaint was, viz. (with some abbreviations of the 
obvious formulae) : jSacrtXet Hr. #cai pa<r. KXeoTr. ttjl a5eX0r;i, xat /Saoj, 
KXeoTT. rrji yvv. Oeois Ei'c/ry. le/jcts TTfs ev rwi A^aruji Kai 

cv 4»iXais IcTLdoSf Oeas fieyiCTTris. Eiret 01 irapeTridrifjLovvTe^ eis ras 4»tXas 
CTpaTTjyoL, Kai emaTarai, Kai d'rj^apxaiy #cai pac. ypafifi. Kai emararai 
(f}v\aKLTU)Vy Kai 01 aXXot irpaypiaTiKoi TavreSy Kai ai aKoXovSovaai dvpafui^, 
Kai 7} Xoimj V7rrjp€<ria, apayKa^ovai rjfias trapovaias (entertainment) aurots 
TTOieiadai oux eKOPras, kui ck tov toiovtov av/ji^aipei eXarrovadai to lepop Kai 
kip5vp€V€ip TjfjLas TOV JJ.7I Ttt pofii^opuepa TTpos ras yepoficpas vwep re u/xwi» 
Kai Tlop T€KPWP dvffias Kai awopdas * deopieff* vfJuaPy Seiap fJL€yi<rTU)Py cap (paivrf- 
rat, (TVPTa^ai ^ovfirjpiwiy rwt avyycpci Ka[i eTTttrrojXoypa^wt ypar/zai Aoxwt, 
Twi avyycpci Kai crTpaTrjytai t7]s Orj^aidoSy fir) TrapcpoxXeip Tifias rrpos raura, 
firjT^ aXXwi firfdep eiriTpcireip to avro ttoicip, Kai Tffiip didopai tov9 KaOrj- 
KOPTas wept tovtujp xp’ZAtarttryLtonj, cp ois CTTixtopfjaai fjfup apadcipai ffTrjXTfPy 
€P Tfi apaypaxl/oficp ttjp yeyopviap tj/jlip v<p* vpnop irepi Tovriap ipiXapdpioTriap, 
ipa 7f vficTcpa xcip^s acLjxpTiffTO^ vrrapxv^ Trap' avTigs eis top avavTa xpopop, 
TOVTOV de ycpoficpov caopicda Kai cp tovtois, Kai to icpop Trjs laiSoSy 
ev€py€T7ffi€Poi. €VTvxciT€, Thc Aswan stele, *set up under the next king 
(below, § 235) cites Benevolences granted by letter to officials at Syene 
in the 53rd year of his reign, showing that his active interest in the 
southern country lasted up to the end of his life. 



X 


PTOLEMY IX 


399 


This petition has to me the air of a new grievance, which 
had not existed of old, just like the petition of the crown 
gooseherds,^ who complain a century earlier that the king’s 
fiscal officer, Ischurias, demands from them twelve geese 
for his hospitalities. In both cases the complainants 
do not venture to allege any personal claims for justice, 
but lay stress only on the fact that their service to the 
king is being impaired. Also, though a few of the trouble- 
some officials were Egyptians, the great majority was 
Greek, as distinguished from the purely Egyptian priests. 
When endowed with official importance, they were able 
to assert themselves over tlie pliant natives, but we may 
be sure that in any time of disturbance isolated foreigners 
would have fared at Philae as the recluse Ptolemy did 
at the Serapeum of Memphis in the preceding reign. 
The reaction had set in, and was tending to restore Egypt 
to its original inhabitants. 

§ 230. Meanwhile let us remember that the king at 
Alexandria did not carry this policy so far as to despise 
Greek letters. His reign marks the acme of the Museum, 
and also the beginning of its decay. Aristarchus was 
the greatest, but also the last, of the great Alexandrian 
critics. But the king was even an author, and as the first 
Ptolemy had put on record the chronicle of his expedi- 
tions and victories in the far East, so the ninth wrote 
memoirs of his expeditions and diplomacies in the West 
— but naturally on the trivial side of these humiliating 
transactions, on the curiosities of Greece or the islands, ' 
especially in delicacies for the table, on the mistresses 
of his ancestor Philadelphus, and such things, which the 
reader will find in dthe couple of pages devoted to his 
fragments by the laborious Carl Muller. ^ 

^ In the Petrie Papyri ii. p. [25]. ^ FHG iii. p. 186. 
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If many of the learned had been expelled from his capital 
in former years, there remained an ample supply of salaried 
scholars in the Museum, to give a literary flavour to his 
entertainments. But whatever may have been the con- 
dition of Alexandria, there is good evidence from the law 
reports still extant that the upper country was prudently 
and justly governed. No case in antiquity is more com- 
pletely and fairly reported than that of Hermias v. the 
Choachytae^ which was tried and decided at Thebes in the 
fifty-third year of Physkon. There is (at Turin) a papyrus 
of nine columns long, admirably preserved, giving the cases 
of both plaintiff and defendants, and the decision, as drawn 
up by the deciding court, upon hearing the arguments of 
counsel on either side. Nothing can be more sensible or 
business-like than the whole document. Though there 
was an Act of Settlement of the previous year, whereby 
all actual holders of property wer? confirmed in their 
holdings, the defendants, while citing it, do not rely 
upon it. 

§ 231. The plaintiff Hermias, son of Ptolemaeus, claimed 
a house and premises in Diospolis (Thebes) as his hereditary 
possession, which during his absence on permanent military 
service at Ombos had been occupied by a corporation of 
Choachytae, who resisted eviction, and when ordered to 
retire to their own side of the river (to the Memnonia) came 
back again ; when summoned before the courts, declined to 
appear. The plaintiff could only stay a short time at Thebes, 
*and was obliged to return to duty at Ombos. He further 
pleads that these attendants upon the^dead had polluted 
the temples adjoining his house by storing dead bodies 
there — an impiety deserving a separate punishment. As 
regards the plea of defendants that they had purchased 
the premises from a certain woman named Lobais, he 
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produces an affidavit from her, that she never had any 
rights over the property. 

Hermias’ case, as the judge sums it up from the 
arguments of counsel and the enclosed documents, seems 
very strong indeed. 

* But when we come to the defence, the whole aspect of 
the facts changes. The defendants produce evidence of a 
series of purchases by which they acquired this property 
from the twenty-eighth to the thirty-fifth years of the previous 
king, not from Lobais alone, but from a number of joint- 
owners ; they not only produce the Egyptian contracts, 
translated into (Ireek, but the entries of the tax paid to 
the State on these sales.^ These transactions were not 
questioned for thirty -seven years, not to speak of the 
indulgences w^hich gave a secure title to actual possessors, 
even if their titles were not clear. ' They then show that it 
was now eighty-eight years since the first year of Epi- 
phanes, when the plaintiffs father had left Thebes to 
settle at Ombos, and that during all that time the plaintiff, 
who was now very old, had produced no evidence of title. 
The affidavit of Lobais was irrelevant, for it did not 
establish his title, nor touch the ownership of the other 
partners of the property, who had sold to defendants. 

' E. Revillout {Chrcstomathic dcmotujue pp. xxxvii. has added 
much information from demotic papyri, which I note here on his 
authority. He shows that there were two distinct actions against these 
Choachytae, the first concluded in L44, wherein Apollonios called 
Psemmonthes, after several proceedings, is finally ‘ squared ’ by the 
Choachytae for a sum of money, as appears from Turin Pap. iv. Then 
begins the action for a ]^unger son of Ptolemy, who did not live at 
Thebes. We still have the demotic contracts w hereby the Choachytae 
acquired bit by bit the pro^*rty on which they built. He adds (p. Ivi.) 
that the Choachytae were regular usurers in wheat, as appears from 
many demotic contracts, some of them made by women on their own 
account without a Kvpm. 
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They further charge her with being in collusion with the 
plaintiff. 

1 need not pursue the details further. The judge 
decides : that as the defendants have produced (i) clear evi- 
dence of title, (2) clear evidence of undisturbed possession, 
and (3) the indulgence of the twenty-sixth year of Philometor 
to prove the title of the vendors, whereas the plaintiff shows 
(i) no evidence of title, (2) lachesse in asserting his claims, 
(3) no prewous decision in his favour, though he has been 
for nine years prosecuting the defendants — the case is dis- 
missed, and the plaintiff war^Jled to cease from disturbing 
defendants in their possession. 

§ 232. Nothing can be more convincing that the 
country, in spite of the quarrels of its kings, was upon the 
whole in a settled and safe condition. In this property 
case, the evidence goes back for eighty-eight years; the 
public records of the previous generation are at hand. 
The arguments are all such as would be used before a judge 
in an English court. 'Fhe only point in which the (ireek 
tries to raise odium against the Egyptian is that by keeping 
mummies near the temples of Greek gods, they are com- 
mitting impiety. The defendants show that he has con- 
fused their office, one thoroughly pure, and consistent with 
entry into temples, wath that of the actual cmbalrners 

(7rapaixr\urTa[). 

It is, however, interesting that a very aged Greek soldier 
should have sought to oust an Egyptian corporation from 
their property. Probably he remembered former days, 
when such things had taken place, flis father had once 
lived at Thebes, and possibly had left this very site without 
thinking of preserving his rights. ‘At all events, he had 
never asserted any claim. When his son, in extreme old 
age, began the prosecution, the Choachytae probably made 




X 


PTOLEMY IX 


403 


delays and postponement in the hope that he would die, 
and with him his troublesome claims. When the case is 
actually heard, the decision is given within a month of the 
hearing, and upon strictly objective grounds. 

Although therefore M. Revillout contrasts the govern- 
ment of Physkon, as unjust and oppressive, with that of his 
brother, so far as I know the Papyri of the period, there 
is more evidence of disturbance in the internal manage- 
ment of Egyptian affairs under the worthy Philojnetor, than 
there is under the unworthy Physkon. 

The same may be said 0^ his arrangements concerning 
Cyrene. The whole history of that very turbulent province 
lapses into a silence which implies pacification if not 
contentment. The old king had appointed to govern 
it, probably during his life, an illegitimate son, known as 
Ptolemy Apion, concerning w^hom we hear nothing save 
that he continued to rule at Cyrene in perfect independence 
and quite aloof from the sanguinary quarrels of the royal 
house, till his death in 97 b.c. 

§ 233. The last years of Physkon were no doubt saved 
from the greatest of all dangers, that of Roman interference, 
by the fierce internal struggles caused by the Gracchi, 
which occupied the Senate so completely as to produce a 
cessation of all foreign policy. But the dangerous, indeed 
the fatal, precedent of the Pergamene kingdom passing by 
the bequest, real or suborned, of the last Attains to the 
Roman people, must have shown Physkon very clearly what , 
was likely to arise as soon as the Romans had their hands 
free to plunder theif Oriental allies. 

All the remaining pretences of virtue and honour had 
disappeared from amftng the Roman nobles during the last 
fifty years. There was nothing to be had at Rome, or 
from Rome, but by shameless bribery. This is the moral 
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which Sallust’s Jugurthine War conveys ; and Jugurtha’s 
case was only one of many. Both in Syria and in Egypt 
there were rival claimants, illegitimate branches, quarrels 
luxuriating round every throne ; and every throne was 
ready to be sold to the highest bidder. 

Such was the aspect of the Hellenistic wwld when 
Euergetes II., after his long and eventful reign over an 
Egypt extended far south of the limits which his pre- 
decessors hg.d accepted, died at the age of about sixty-five. 
His vices, which are so much noted by the historians, had 
not been able to cut him off pjpmaturely. Let us believe 
that as in the case of the emperor Tiberius, these things 
have been exaggerated by the anecdote-mongers, and that 
Physkon, as he had intellect enough, so he showed dis- 
cretion enough, to avoid the physical ruin of his health. 
At all events the history of Ptolemaic Egypt might fairly 
close with his death. There is nothing of public interest to 
follow till wc come to the last scene, and the notorious 
Cleopatra VI. Not that her ancestor Cleopatra III., the 
reigning queen of Euergetes’ later life, was not a very strong 
and remarkable woman. Being niece of the king, she must 
have been considerably younger, and some of her children, 
especially her younger son Alexander, are spoken of as still 
under age when Physkon died. At all events, we hear 
from Pausanias,^ in a passage very important, amid our 
want of information from other sources, that she had 
^persuaded her failing husband to send away her elder son, 
the natural successor, to Cypru.s, under the title of governor, 
but really to have the field clear for he^^ own intrigues. 

1 i. 9- 
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CHAPTER XI 

CLEOPATRA III. AND HER ScJNS PHILOMETOR, SOTER II. (OR 
LATHYRUS) AND PTOLEMY ALEXANDER (l 1 7-8 1 B.C.) 

§ 234. Our authorities do not, so far as I know, explain 
how it wai^ that the people of Alexandria so frequently 
acquiesced in a reigning queen, in 
the presence of legitimate male heirs. 

That a royal princess, the sister of 
the king, should be associated with 
him as his queen in public acts, seems 
natural enough. But in the present, 
as in other cases, when the old king 
dies, no one seems to dispute the 
right of the queen-mother to retain her 
position and control the state. And 
yet the association with one of her 
sbns as king seems also to be pre- 
supposed as unavoidable. We must 
conclude from the#e facts that when 
once a queen, who was also the eldest female heir of the 
royal family by birtli, was officially raised to the rank 
of partner with the king in public acts, with the usual 
deification, her right to the throne was permanent, and was 
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not affected by her husband’s death. F/.ence it is that the 
elder Cleopatra (II.), Physkon’s former wife and sister, is 
named in public acts to the end of her life along with 
the reigning king and queen. Hence it is that when 
Physkon died, his queen remains in possession of the 
throne, though her son also has recognised rights of 
succession. We are told by Justin ^ and Pausanias that 
her first object was to persuade the Alexandrians to asso- 
ciate her younger son Alexander in the sovranty. But 
when the people would not hear of it, she sent Alexander 
for safety to Cyprus, and acccf ted her elder son, known as 
Soter II. or nicknamed Lathyrus, with the compromise that 
he should divorce his elder sister and wife Cleopatra (IV.), 
and marry his younger sister Selene.^ We can hardly 
doubt that by this arrangement she meant t9 avoid the 
association of the young queen with ^er son’s and her own 
name in public acts, as had been the case when she was 
herself the younger Cleopatra. For there was probably 
some strong Egyptian sentiment against giving these 
peculiar royal, and divine, honours, to the younger members 
of the family. 

§ 235. So the new joint reign began amid such mutual 
suspicion and fear, that Pausanias even reports a [false] 
tradition that the title Philometor (II.), also given to this 
king in public acts, was given to him iwl xAcvao-/!*), in 


^ Porphyry {FHG iii. 721) tells us quite another story ; paaiXe^ei 
Tp6T€pos 6 7rpe(r^i/Tepos vvb r^y pLTjrpb^ dvadcLxdels, doKtau db avrfi 
ctvai iretd'fivcos, dxpt tipos riyawdro, iircl rb SiKarov rijs 

apx^s Toi/s 4>l\ovs tOjv yov^wv dv4a‘<f>a^€Pj birb rrjs fiTjrpbs did t^p ihfibTrpra, 
TTjs dpxv^ Ka$i}pi0r)^ kuI els Kijirpop iipvyadei9driy etc. What are we to 
make of such wholly contradictory materials? This seems to represent 
the story told by Cleopatra’s adherents, and is inconsistent with the 
subsequent acts of Lathyrus ; but who can tell ? 
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derision of the r^torious enmity which existed between 
mother and son. Externally, however, the situation was 
not critical. We see from the account just given that the 
old traditional habit of having t^^e king declared by the 
* Macedonians,’ i,e, the free citizens of that country assembled 
under arms, was still maintained though Macedon had 
been wiped out of the list of nations, and the armed 
assembly at Alexandria retained but very little of the blood 
of Alexander’s companions in their veins. But Syria was 
sunk into hopeless civil war among the rivals for its throne. 
Rome was busy with dange^^s nearer home. 

For some months indeed, while the queen was striving 
to carry out her designs, she was the sole regent, and 
Agatharchides tells us she was the sovran who sent out 
Eudoxus on the second of his adventurous voyages, whereas 
when he returned the young king was ruling, and she was 
no longer in power. This is hardly consistent with the 
public documents which mention her and him together as 
joint queen and king. The inscription on the temple of 
Kous (Apollonopolis Parva) runs in the name of ‘ Queen 
Cleopatra and King Ptolemy gods Philometores, Soteres, 
and his children.’ The young queen is not mentioned, as 
was natural according to what has just been said. We now 
know from an inscription on a granite stele found at Aswan 
in 1885, and brought to the British Museum, the fact that 
in the second year of his reign (115 b.c.), the young king 
visited Elephantine, and was waited upon by the priests of 
the gods of the Cataract, who were also the priests of the series* 
of the Ptolemies, jjs gods associated with the old national 
deities, and that they asked for certain privileges, which the 
king granted. The •whole transaction, with his orders to 
Phommous, the local governor, whom he entitles his brother, 
and the documents appended, were engraved and set up 
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on this stele.^ Probably it was found pojfltic to remit to the 
priests some of the burdens imposed by Physkon. It is 
remarkable that in this document, so far as we possess it, 
there is no evidence that the queen-mother was with her 
son or included in the government. ^ 

For the purpose of securing her favourite son Alexander, 
she had him appointed in the third year of her reign 
independent king of Cyprus, and from this year (114 b.c.) 
he counted^ all the years of his reign not only here, but 
subsequently in Egypt. ^ 

§ 236. It is not our task to follow in detail the fortunes 
of the Egyptian princesses who were settled in foreign 
countries. The subsequent career of the divorced Cleo- 
patra (IV.) was, however, so characteristic, that even the 
hasty compendium of Justin delays over the exhibition of 
such violent sisterly hate. She offered herseff, with her 
riches, and a mercenary army raised in Cyprus, to Antiochus 
Cyzicenus, who was struggling for the throne of Syria 

^ Unfortunately only the central portion of the stone, which was cut 
vertically into three shafts, for lintel stones, or the like, is extant, and 
so the beginnings and ends of all the lines are lost ; tlie lower portion 
being moreover almost effaced. For the fullest decipherment, cf. my 
text in Hennathena xxii. with a commentary for the details, and for the 
inferences which seem reasonable. 

2 E. Miller reports in the BCH for 1885, p. 145, the heading of a 
similar granite stele, but only crt jSaonXewj llr[ and then 0eou «t>iXo/A7;ropo5 
6ir[, so that it may belong to the first Philomctor, and not to Philometor 
Soter, as Lathyrus is usually called in inscriptions. The Epistrategos 
Phommous, whom the king calls his brother, was appealed to for justice 
•against the exactions of the fiscal steward Isidores, by the pastophori 
of the Amenophium over against Thebes four years later.' Cf. TtuHn 
Papyri v-vii. ^ 

^ Inscriptions in his honour, and part of a curious open letter to him 
from an Antiochus (Grypus?) concerning the ^privileges of the ‘sacred 
asylum of the Seleucians in Pieria,’ were found in Cyprus by the ex- 
cavators of the temple of the Paphian Aphrodite, and published in the 
Joum, Hell, Studies for 1888, p. 231. 
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with Antiochus Cljypus, his brother, married to her sister 
Tryphaena. But Tailing into the hands of the latter, she 
was put to death promptly, and her new husband was only 
able to avenge her death by putting Tr)^phaena to death, 
when the reversed fortunes of war put her in his power. 
It must have been the personal wealth of these Egyptian 
princesses, Cleopatra, Tryphaena, and by and by Selene, 
which gave them the power of assembling armies, waging 
wars, and marrying royal claimants in the districted Syria. 

This was the period when the Maccabean dynasty, 
adopting the military organi^tion of the Hellenistic powers, 
and adding even some Hellenistic culture to their strong 
nationalistic policy, were extending the sway of the Jews over 
all the country which had been gradually filched from them 
by Syrian and Egyptian city-foundations. At this moment 
Hyreanus was besieging Samaria, and Soter 11 . , or Lathyrus, 
as Josephus consistently calls him, sent a force of 6000 
men to help Antiochus Cyzicenus in relieving that hardly 
pressed city.^ But this was opposed to the policy of the 
queen-mother who had two distinguished Jews, Chelkias 
and Ananias, the sons of Onias of Heliopolis, for her 
generals in Palestine, and these were doubtless acting in 
the interest of the Jews against the Samaritans.^ So the 
succours of Lathyrus failed, and Samaria was taken and 
razed to the ground. 

§ 237. It is (juite possible that this interference of the 
king against the Jewish interests in Palestine threw the^ 
balance of power even at Alexandria into his mother’s 
hands. It is mqjreover certain from the evidence of 

^ Aniiqq, xiii. 10, § ai 

® Josephus, knowing well that he has been exaggerating the influence 
of the Jews in Hellenistic history, cites Strabo to establish the importance 
of Chelkias and Ananias at the Egyptian court. 
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coins, that during the period from j^.is eighth to his 
eleventh year (110-7 b.c.), Lathyrus must have assumed 
the sole authority, for we have a change in the coinage 
of Egypt at that moment, the double cornucopiae and 
headdress of Isis disappearing, and the date being simply 
the year of Lathyrus.^ Then, however, partly by intrigues, 
and partly by actual force, she set the populace against 
him, and he was obliged to depart to Cyprus, from which 
his younger brother Ptolemy, also called Alexander, 
returned to Egypt and took the throne.^ 

It is remarkable that the Jbuilding of temples to the 
national gods was not stayed by these dynastic quarrels. 
The great temple at Esneh shows the cartouches of 
these joint sovrans, and there are besides at Latopolis, 
over against it, remains of their work. They were busy at 
Edfu and at Philae. 

§ 238. The further fortunes of the exiled Lathyrus are 
narrated to us by Josephus.*^ No sooner was he secure 
from his mother, than he turned his attention to Palestine 
and the coast of Philistia, where the Seleukids, owing to 
their protracted family quarrels, had lost all power, and the 
question remained whether the Hellenistic (mostly Ptole- 
maic) foundations in the country, and especially along the 
coast, could maintain themselves against the rising military 
power of the Maccabee despot Alexander Jannaeus. The 

^ This fact is clearly brought out in Mr. Poole’s Coins of the Ptole- 
mies pp. 107-8. 

2 Antt. xiii. 10, § 4. It is best to refer to this moment the statement 
of Justin (xxxix. 4), necfilium regno expulisse contenta [Cleopatra] hello 
Cypri exulantem persequitur ; unde puho intermit ducem exercitus sm\ 
quod vivum eum e manibus dimisisset, qtianquam Ptolemaeus verecundia 
materni belli non virihiis minor ab insula rec45si5set. Yet it was from 
Cyprus as a basis of operations that Lathyrus made his great expedition 
to the coast of Palestine, so that the narrative is hopelessly inconsistent, 

* op, cit, xiii. 12. 
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course of the clmpaign is quite clear from Josephus, 
though the allegea numbers of the armies engaged are of 
course absurd. Ancient historians almost always deal with 
such numbers in a very liberal way. Lathyrus was the 
last Ptolemy who made the attempt to bring Palestine 
again under permanent Egyptian rule, and he would easily 
have succeeded in making for himself a strong position on. 
the coast, but for the decision of the people of Ptolemais 
not to receive him as a friend, though they had but a 
choice between Egyptian and Jewish domination. They 
held out against him, ani^ disappointed his first great 
hope. But it led to their own destruction. Ptolemy was 
indeed received at Gaza, and Jannaeus retired from his 
campaign with expressions of friendship towards Lathyrus. 
But the Maccabee was only gaining time while he sent to 
Cleopatra and the new king of Egypt to warn them that 
Lathyrus was about to make a kingdom in Palestine. So 
nearly was this true that Lathyrus, with the help of the 
tactician Philostephanos, inflicted a crushing defeat near 
the Jordan on Jannaeus, whose double dealing he had dis- 
covered. But then came Cleopatra with an army, her son 
Alexander with a fleet, and though Lathyrus tried a bold 
diversion upon Egypt, which he sought to invade from 
his stronghold Gaza, the war ended by his plans being 
completely foiled. The account of his cruelties to the 
inhabitants of the surrounding villages, after his great 
victory at the Jordan, is probably the exaggeration of 
some violences committed by his mercenaries. 

§ 239. Alexander, counting his years of reign from his 
appointment at Cyprus, assumed the Egyptian throne in 
the eleventh year of*Cleopatra, and his own nominal eighth 
(106 B.c.) Cleopatra,^ who, upon the opening of her 
’ op. cit. xiii. 13, § I. 
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campaign in Palestine, had felt the situ^ion so grave that 
she sent her grandchildren with treasure and her will to 
safe keeping at Kos,^ was now so powerful that she seemed 
able to subdue Jannaeus, and do what Lathyrus had 
failed to do, — to add Palestine to her dominions. But 
the protests of the Egyptian Jews, possibly the fear of 
Roman interference, and insecurity at home, deterred 
her from this step. She contented herself with marrying 
Selene, her younger daughter, and second wife of Lathyrus, 
whom she had taken from him, we know not how, to 
Antiochus Grypus, in order /o keep open the quarrel 
between the Syrian claimants to the throne of Antioch. 
During the next seven years, Greek and Egyptian texts 
quote ‘Queen Cleopatra and King Ptolemy, also called 
Alexander, gods Philomctores, Soteres,^ so that the titles 
already adopted by the queen and her elder son were not 
changed. 

§ 240. The best historians assign to 97-6 b.c. the 
death of Ptolemy Apion, the illegitimate son of Physkon, 
who left the kingdom of Cyrene by his will to the Roman 
people, blothing is more obscure than the life of this 
person. We know not by what right he obtained the 
province, still less why the ambitious Cleopatra and her 
sons should never have made the least attempt to recover 
it. For some twenty years he may have exemplified the 
adage, bene qui latidt vixit He seems to have left no 
mark, even upon the coinage of Cyrene. 

When he bequeathed his kingdom to the Roman 
people, the hideous consequences of su(j)i a bequest to the 

^ Among these Egyptian regalia was an •heirloom alleged to be 
the actual chlamys of Alexander the Great, which Pompey wore at his 
triumph over Mithradates, who had carried it off from Kos. This is 
told by Appian as a story which he does not believe, Mith, 1 1 7. 
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province of Asia ^ust already have been plain enough, for 
the intense hatrea of Roman oppression, which found its 
expression in the great Mithradatic massacres, must have 
already been loud in the world. But for the moment, the 
Romans were so busy with their own quarrels that they 
actually left this rich source of plunder untouched, and the 
Cyrenean cities were allowed to enjoy the disorders of 
Greek liberty for a season. 

§ 241. From the year 100 to 98 b.c., we find a young 
queen, known to modern historians as Berenike III., 
quoted sometimes with, sometimes without, the queen- 
mother. This princess was a daughter of Soter 11. 
( Lathy rus) but is commonly held not to have been the 
first of the sisters ^ whom Alexander I. married. For his 
son Alexander II., who succeeded him, was ordered by 
the Romans, or rather by Sylla, to marry this very lady, 
who was his step-mother, the union of actual son and 
mother being intolerable even in those days, and in that 
society. The appearance of this young queen — she is 
called the ‘ only legitimate ’ daughter of Lathyrus, whatever 
that may mean — can with certainty be associated with 
the stories of the quarrels which broke out between mother* 
and son so violently, that the latter, preferring a quiet life 
to perpetual danger, retired from the throne. As is con- 
jectured by Letronne, the recognition of his wife Berenike 
in public acts may have been part of the compromise by 
which his mother induced him to return. But why Cleo- 
patra could not rule without him, is what none of our 
authorities think fiyo tell us. If the Jew Ananias (Chelkias 
had been killed in the war against Lathyrus) was indeed 
popular and powerfulf it should have been his interest to 

^ Letronne thinks {op. cit, i. p. 70) she was a daughter not of 
Lathyrus, but of his father Physkon. 
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act for the queen his patroness alon# At all events, 
while documents of b.c. 99 and earlier dite the three royal 
names, those of 90-88 b.c. only mention Alexander 
and Berenike.1 The evidence of the extant coins supple- 
ments this fact, for while down to loi b.c. we have them 
with double dates thus Z-jp, from the king’s fourteenth year 

onward to his twenty-third they appear with his year of 
reign only. Thus it will be seen that the double dating 
on the pajiyri overlaps the single dating on the coins — 
quite a natural fact, for the scribes would go on copying 
a formula stupidly, even thorgh part of it had become 
obsolete. Not so the coinage, which marks 101 B.c. 
as the date when Alexander’s sole sovranty officially 
began.- 

§ 242. But there arc now texts known, not indeed 
contracts, where the king’s name onjy appears. There is 
in Room 39 of the Gizeh museum a well-cut inscription 
on a slab of black granite dated in the twentieth year (94 
B.c.) of ‘Ptolemy also called Alexander the god Philo- 
metor ’ Lysanias being Strategus and over the revenue of 
the Arsinoite nome, in which the Oeconomus Aniketos is 
stated to have given a tax from his owm salary and those 
of his subordinates of half an artaba of wheat daily to the 
temple of the mighty god Soknopaios, with the further 

^ Cf. Lepsius, in Ikrlin Ahh, p. 483 and Letronne Reaml i. pp. 52 
Jr/., who here agree in their chronology. I am not disposed to lay as 
t much stress as Lepsius does upon the appearance or non-appearance of 
a third name in the dating of legal documents. It is quite likely that 
people at Memphis or Thebes may either have ^opied a heading which 
had recently become technically obsolete, or may have forgotten to put 
in a third name, where it ought to have appeaijpd. Thus the occurrence 
of Berenike proves something, the occasional omission of Cleopatra 
very little indeed. 

* Cf. Coins of the Ptolemies p. 113. 
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direction that his successors in office shall do the 

same.^ 

This local god Soknopaios is identical with Souchos, 
who is the Sobk, or crocodile god of the district, and to 
him are most, if not all, the dedications which have been 
brought from the Fay yum. 

There is one dated in the year 19 of the same 
king, similarly described, at Gizeh ; another now in 
the library of Trinity College, Dublin, datejd year 16, 
almost identical in expression — both white limestone cippi 
with the god Souchos depicted as a crocodile adorned 
w-ith the pshent^ — marking the boundaries of the totto? or 
locale of a company of ephebi. This Attic custom of 
epheb}\ which became so prominent in the third century 
B.C. at Athens, and elsewhere in Greek lands, seems there- 
fore to have made its way now into Egypt, as far as the 
Arsinoite nome. In the Petrie Papyri of 150 years earlier 
there is no trace of it, nor indeed of the local gods, save 
once of Souchos and Arsinoe.‘^ These clubs arc described 

^ UTTf/o ^a<r. IItoX. | rov Kai AXe^. $eov 4>(Xo|/U77r. Kai Avcaviov tov | 
criryyei^ovs Kai (rrpaTTjyov | Kai €iri rwv irpoffodiav rov Ap\aivoirov Lk advp J j 
CTt’ AviKtlTOV OlKOPOp.OV fflTlKUP j TTfS H/HIkX. /AC/)i5oS KanffplTlffOT) didocBai 

Trapa re eavrov | Kai rutv u7ra<rxoXoi>/ncyw>' €v | rrji oiKOVopaai 5ia ttjs jxepidos 
I Kar €viavTov airapxv^ €is to | lepov rov fieyiirrov Beov ^oKPo\iraiov Tvpov 

Apr pTT^L kt\. Very similar is the stele now in Berlin, which comes 
from Dimeh, anti which has been published and discussed by Krebs in the 
Gottingen Nachrichten for December 1892, and also in the Z. fur Aeg. 
*vol. xxxi. pp. 31 cf. my comments on the two texts in llemiathena 
No. xxi. In this case the temple of Dimeh, hitherto unidentified, was 
dedicated to SoknopailN and Isis under a new and strange name. Krebs 
quotes from Brugsch the identification of the two names of Sobk, the 
longer being in Egyptian Souk^ the Lord of the island. And accord- 
ingly the present Dimeh, when the lake was far higher, was an island, 
and so known in the district as XoKPOwalov prjao^. 

* Cf. Pet. Pap. I. p. 70, according to Wilcken’s correction. 
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as of those who have been ephebi their /second year, and 
belong to the heresy of Asklepiades, or or Ammonios, what- 
ever that special term afterwards so notorious in philosophy 
and theology (as a seci) may here signify. The size of the 
plot is then given in measures from east to west and from 
north to south, ‘up to the road,’ or the drying place.^ 
Thus we find, both in a binding ordinance of the state, 
and in texts of private character, the same omission of the 
queen Berepike, whose name in papyri of the very same 
year i6, and in one of the year 26,2 is carefully given. 
In the reply annexed to the former, she is even called the 
goddess I'hiladelphus. 

§ 243. These texts are worth quoting not only for 
the sake of their dates, but because they show a distinctly 
Greek fiishion maintained in the very Hellenistic settle- 
ment of the Fayyum province, which seems like a reaction 
against the Egyptianising of the Greeks during the last reign. 

As regards papyri on the law business of the natives, we 
are exceptionally rich at this moment. In addition to the 
papyri Mr. Grenfell has obtained in the spring of 1895, 
which are contracts with dates (not yet published), a whole 
series of the Leiden Papyri G-O are of this reign (circa 
100-90 B.C.), and so is the great Casati papyrus^ in the 
Paris collection. But none of them gives us any informa- 
tion regarding public affairs, though these contracts point 
to the fact that law and order prevailed in the upper 
^country, and that the rights of property were not disturbed. 

^ i/TTc/) I jSaa. IItoX. tov | cwiKaKovficvov AXe^. j Zouxa;^ 0em iJ,€ya\u)i 
I fieyaXui ro7ro[s] tcov \ to €<tyriP€VKOT(av | TTji^AfXfMayiov aipeaews | ov 

IT 

fM€Tpa. vorov ctti ^oppav | ly Xifios eir airrfXKorriP ^ cws \f/vyp.ov[ ] Lis (pa la. 
This is the Dublin stele. For explanations cf. Hirmathena xxi. 

^ Pap. G and H of the Leiden collection. 

* So also the papyrus of Nechules (105 B.c.) at Berlin. 
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Pausanias, in brief sketch of Cleopatra III. and her 
two sons, says thaa the Athenians, on account of various 
kindnesses not worth specifying, had set up at Athens bronze 
statues of Soter 11. and his daughter Berenike, who was 
*his only legitimate child.^ Apart from the odd expression, 
, why should they choose the king and his daughter, who 
was married to Alexander ? Seeing that both kings were 
known by the same titles, and the latter only distinguished 
by the tow Kal 'AAc^avSpow, which may possibly have been 
omitted, I take this dedication to have been in this case 
to Alexander and his queen, and to be another hint 
of the Hellenic tendency, just noted as existing in the 
Fayyum, 

Do we want a third? Cleopatra sends her grand- 
children and treasure to Kos, so that the children of this 
very Alexander are put into Hellenic keeping, and if they 
were still young enodgh (which is doubtful), committed 
to Hellenic instructors in a purely Greek city. But if 
Pausanias be correct it only shows that Soter 11. was of 
the same way of thinking. 

And yet the hieroglyphic account of the building of 
the great Edfu temple begins with praise of this very king 
Alexander I., who built the magnificent circuit -wall, 
planned, but not carried out, in the end of Physkon’s 
reign. It was at this period, and by both the kings, that 
the structure was completed (Auletes only added doors), 
and the circuit-wall in particular, with its elaborate historical 
afid geographical texts, is still one of the finest and most 
perfect things in Eg;^pt. It is also certain that the crypts 
of the temple of Denderah, finished by Cleopatra VI., were 
commenced, according to an ancient plan, by the tenth 
and eleventh Ptolemies. Their Hellenic tendencies, there- 
fore, did not induce them to reverse the consistent policy 
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of the whole dynasty to spend a vast an^junt of treasure in 
building and endowing temples to the nation al gods. 

§ 244. We left Alexander in voluntary exile, and his 
mother seeking to recall him. But he evidently thought 
it was only a plot to secure his death. He made a suc- 
cessful counterplot, and got rid of this desperate queen, , 
whose long career is one hardly to be paralleled in any 
other civilised society. Perhaps among the despots of 
the Italiay Renaissance we might find a princess as 
daring and as unscrupulous, but not successful for forty- 
live years ! ^ ^ 

It would appear from the form of Pausanias’ statement, 
that Alexander’s crime was only discovered after a time,^ 
while the fragments of Porphyry indicate that this author 
did not believe Cleopatra to have been murdered, for he 
speaks simply of her death as the time from wfiich onward 
Alexander’s name appeared alone *in official documents. 
This agrees with the texts cited above, and would place her 
death perhaps as far back as his sixteenth year. Porphyry 
also attributes his exile to a quarrel he had with his army. 
Possibly the charge of murdering his mother was only 
trumped up against him then ; at all events he was obliged 
to fly from Alexandria (88 B.c.) and make way for his 
long-exiled brother Lathyrus, who returned with many ex- 
pressions of good-will from the fickle populace, now called 
by them Tro 6 €iv 6 ^ — the Desired.^ His gentleness in not 

^ There is no good reason to call her Cleopatra Cocce, as Sharpe 
does, though the Chron. Pasch, p. 347, 13 says it was her nickname. 
The passage in Strabo, 6 KbKKrfs koI Hapd^aKTOs imKXrfSels IT roX., 
rather points to the king Ijcing called Cocces, 

^ k 9, 3 ToO 5 ^ ipTfov <f)(apad4pTos kt\. ^ 

* The Chron. Pasch. p. 347, 15 says he was called 6 which 

I do not believe any more than that Alexander I. was called iraptiffaicros. 
This latter term could only refer to a spurious claimant. 
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i||irring directly against his unnatural mother is noted as 
exceptional in tl^t age when filial piety was an obsolete 
virtue. This gentleness did not cause him to prevent the 
close pursuit of Alexander by the Egyptian forces under 
Pyrrhus, a Peer of the Realm ((rvyyevov<s rov /^ao-tXcws), 
who first defeated Alexander on sea, and drove him with 
his wife and daughter to Thyra in Lycia, from whence he 
crossed to Cyprus, only to be killed in battle by Chaereas, 
the naval commander of that station. The qply personal 
notice of him from Posidonius ^ is perhaps borrowed from 
Physkon. It is .said he was so fat that he walked with 
men supporting him on either side. Almost every Ptolemy 
was fat, but almost every Ptolemy was also very active. 

§ 245. The close of Ptolemy Alexander's life, his 
relations to his mother and to the Alexandrians, are 
so confusfed in our only authorities, Justin, Porphyry, 
Pausanias, that it is* worth while to attempt a theoretical 
reconstruction of the whole story. The army, the Jews, 
now very powerful, and probably the populace of Alex- 
andria were strongly in favour of the queen-mother, whose 
overbearing and tyrannical conduct to her once favourite 
son did not, we may be sure, soften with age. Hence 
Alexander began to find life there so intolerable that he 
‘left Egypt,’ or retired, no one tells us whither,^ for the sake 
of peace, but still to some place from which the queen- 
mother is most anxious to call him back. This must 

, 1 iii. 265. * 

® That it was to Syria is only an inference from Strabo xvii. I, § 8, 
which passage probabljr refers to a different person. ‘ Leaving Egypt ’ 
might well be a loose phrase for leaving Alexandria and lower Egypt 
for Nubia and the uppc|^ country. Jt is also highly improbable that a 
king who had already reigned at Alexandria for many years should 
choose this moment for plundering the golden coffin of Alexander the 
Great. To this last fact I shall revert, § 256. 
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have been Upper Egypt, probably Tlebes, where he 
began, or was suspected of beginning, (another national 
revolution. Hence he only returns upon special terms, 
and why? Not to murder his mother, who probably died 
from natural causes, but because he wished to organise 
a naval attack upon Alexandria with an army of mer- 
cenaries, while the natives rose in the south. This was 
the policy which so enraged the Alexandrians, that they 
not only rose against him, but promptly pursued him by 
sea, and conquered him in a naval battle (Porphyry), which 
implies that he had already collected some power. They 
even pursued him to the death, and hastened to summon 
back Lathyrus, for the insurrection in the upper country 
was not allayed, but was bursting into flame. Had Ptolemy 
Alexander beeh given time to gather an army in the north 
to bring against Egypt (which Porphyry says he intended 
to do) he would have subdued Alexandria, and possibly 
treated it as Physkon had done, if not as his brother 
presently treated Thebes. 

This combination of the main facts would at least give 
us a logical narrative, instead of the random statements 
which previous historians have essayed to use, and which 
I felt obliged to repeat. If what I have here suggested 
be sound, new arguments will no doubt, in due time, con- 
firm it. Meanwhile 1 commend it to those who make this 
period their special study. 

§ 246. Porphyry adds that as soon as Alexander had 
fled, Soter was formally invited by the Alexandrians to 
resume the throne, which he held for seven and a half 
years longer (up to 81 b.c.) We are also told by Porphyry 
that he returned ‘from Cyprus.’ Tke last fact we heard 
about him was that he was driven from that island, barely 
escaping with his life, by his mother in 107 b.c. Where 
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hta he been li^g, and what had he been doing in this 
long interval ? If we assume his pursuit by his mother 
Cleopatra, and his expulsion from Cyprus to have taken 
place after his campaign in Palestine, we should be obliged 
to consider him a wandering exile for nineteen years. But 
the deliberate closing of that war without any decisive 
success on either side, points to a compromise, according 
to which Lathyrus returned to Cyprus. Coins of his found 
there, and dated from his eighteenth to his» twenty-first 
years (99-6 b.c.), make this inference quite certain, though 
our remaining historical notices do not confirm it. Pos- 
sibly he visited Athens during this period, and became a 
favourite in that city. Rome was all the while torn with 
such dissensions, that it was hardly a place of agreeable 
resort for an Eastern king. 

At all events, his return to the sovranty of Egypt was 
almost synchronous with the invasion of Asia Minor by 
Mithradates, and the great massacre of the Italians in 
Asia (88 b.c.) which reminds us of the Sicilian Vespers, 
When the Pontic king controlled the Aegean he found at 
Kos the Egyptian princes and the treasure which Cleopatra 
III. had deposited there, and is said to have seized ^ some 
or all of the treasure, while he kept with him in royal state 
the prince Alexander, now the next male heir to the throne 
of Egypt. 2 

§ 247. The reappearance of Roman armies going with 
Sylla to the East lifts the veil which has so long lain over 
our Egyptian history, Sylla, though having success in 
Greece, found him^lf unable to cope with the Pontic king 
without a fleet, and accordingly (87 b.c.) sent his able and 
active lieutenant, Lifcullus, to raise one in all haste. But 

^ Appian Mith, 1 15 says the Koans gave him what had been entrusted 
to them. ® Appian Mith, 23. 
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SO distracted was Rome, and so doubtml her future, that 
naval assistance could not be exacted Ly her, nor was it 
offered by her Eastern allies, who were watching in suspense 
the issue of her trials in foreign war coupled with home dis- 
sension. So ^ when Lucullus made his way with great risk of 
capture from pirates to the coast of Africa, his mission was 
to persuade the allies of Rome to send him help of their 
own accord. Coercion he was unable to apply. Passing 
from Crete Jo Cyrenc, he found this group of cities, which 
had been allowed to drift their own way since the death 
of Ptolemy Apion, in confusipn from constant tyrannies 
and dissensions. They desired him to act as umpire, a pro- 
posal which he must have received with no little impatience; 
for he had come to find ships for Sylla, not to spend his 
time in mongering constitutions for idle Greeks\ Instead 
of drawing them up laws, he told them that they were too 
rich to expect to live in peace, and hurried on to Egypt. 
He lost most of his boats on the way through pirates, but 
arrived safely at Alexandria, where his advent was expected. 
For a whole fleet went out to meet him, in the state array 
then customary for receiving a royal visit, and Lathyrus 
even showed the young Roman the unheard-of attention 
of establishing him as a guest in one of the royal palaces. 
We hear from Aristead letter that in older days there was 
a special officer of state to receive distinguished strangers, 
and attend to their comforts in some public house of 
Reception. In this case the king added an allowance for 
his maintenance four times greater than what was tradi- 
tional, and sent him presents worth ^oo talents, which 
Lucullus refused. They must have been gifts which could 
not or dare not be turned into money* for Sylla’s war-chest 
was too low to despise such help. 

^ The narrative which follows is from Plutarch’s Lucullus, 
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It is also plain from Plutarch's narrative that Lucullus 
was pressed to golup the country and see Memphis and 
its splendours, but he said that he was no idle tourist, but 
a lieutenant who had left his chief encamped in the open 
air before a hostile city. Beyond profuse civilities, however, 

• Lathyrus would not go. He declined to help Rome, and 
merely pressed upon his guest a precious seal-ring (which 
Lucullus was loth to refuse), and sent ships to escort 
him to Cyprus. , 

§ 248. With the adventures of Lucullus we have no 
more concern, and Lathyrys took no further part in the 
Mithradatic war, his attention being absorbed by a great 
revolt in Upper Egypt, which cost him three years to 
subdue. No details are preserved beyond the signal fact, 
that Thebes, as a city, and a centre of national life, was 
destroyed, its fortifications were razed, and the popula- 
tion henceforth obliged to live or in distinct 

villages.^ The conflict must therefore have been severe 
and critical, and the policy of preferring Memphis to 
Thebes, which we noticed in the reign of Epiphanes, here 
found its last expression. Whether the priests of Ptah 
were jealous enough of those of Amon to set the king 
against them, we do not know. If theological spites were 
as they now are, wc may suspect that these rivals hated 
one another more than they did the foreigners who had 
usurped the power and privileges of both. Thebes hence- 
forth disappears from the list of Egyptian cities, though 
its gigantic temples survived, and have lasted to our own* 
days, as a monurn^nt of its whilome splendour. A very 

’ This is the more re^iarkable as extant inscriptions on the so-called 
small temple of Tothmes III., at Thebes, and at Medamut in the vicinity, 
show that this king had built a pylon and added other ornaments to 
this temple, thus keeping up the tradition of the old Egyptian dynasties. 
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curious inscription of this time has turned up among the 
Paphian inscriptions published by three/' English scholars.^ 
In 8 1 B.c. Ptolemy Soter II. (Lathyrus) died, we know 
not from what cause. He was an elderly man, probably 
sixty years old, or even more. He leaves upon us an 
impression more agreeable than the 
other later kings, and seems in many 
points like his uncle Philometor 
(Ptolemy VII.) There is the same 
gentleness and absence of cruelty, the 
same teryiency to avoid diplomatic 
difficulties by social amenities, yet 
when occasion served him he fought 
his enemies with the sword, and not 
with procrastination. We know too 
little of him to draw a more definite 
picture, but he is one of the series 
whom we should willingly know better, 
and whose virtues should be insisted 
upon in the face of those who brand the whole dynasty 
as steeped in vice and crime. ^ 

^ In the JHS ix. p. 240 

A4>podiT7)i lla</)Lai | rj 7ro]Xis 17 OvtjffayBpov "NavcriKpaTovs | top 

(r]vvy€VTi KOLL lepea 5ia ^lov j3a(rtXews nroXc/mt|oi; 6eov a(a\T7fpos Kai rov 
L8pvfi€Vov VTT avTOV lepoii nroXc|/xatetoi; top ] ypa/JL/JUTea T7}s \\a(f>(.ij}p ttoXcws 
Teray/Jiepop 5 e | eiri ttjs €p AJXe^ai'Speiat fieyaXrjs ^v^XioBrjicfi^ evpoias | 

€P€K€V. 

Here is a Chief Librarian never yet heard of ! 

i ^ This judgment differs widely from that of (jutschmid (Sharpe ii. 5), 
who thinks that he was praised by partial historians to the detriment of 
his mother and brother, and that the adverse ji^dgment of Porphyry is 
based on more trustworthy sources. 
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CHAPTER XII 

% 

BERENIKE III. AND PTOLEMY XII. (ALEXANDER II.) 8 1 B.C., 
PTOLEMY XIII. (aULETES) 81-52 13 .C. 

§ 249. Upon the death of Soter II., his eldest daughter 
Berenike (III.)) widow of his brother Alexander, who 
was the legitimate ficir, ascended the throne with the 
consent of the Alexandrians, as is the usual phrase in 
these days. The rest of the country seems to count for 
nothing in the eyes of Hellenistic historians. For six 
months, according to Porphyry, she reigned alone, but at 
the end of that period, the son of her former husband by 
another wife, Ptolemy Alexander II., the prince whom 
Mithradates had found at Kos, and treated royally, but who 
had escaped to Rome, was sent back from there by Sylla,^ 
or was called by the Alexandrians, to a share in the throne. 
Porphyry states it in the latter way — i)A.^cv 
els ’A. — but there is indirect evidence of the former in the^ 
second speech of ^icero against Rullus (c. i6), who says 
that the king had made a will leaving his kingdom to the 
Roman people. When he arrived in Egypt, he succeeded 
in marrying the queen his stepmother, owing no doubt to 
^ Appian Be/L Civ. i, 102. 
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strong pressure upon her either in Alexandria or from 
Rome ; but he is said to have murdered/her nineteen days 
after, and he himself fell a victim at once to the vengeance 
of her household troops.^ The will therefore, if genuine, 
must have been made or promised as a bribe by the new 
king to his Roman supporters, and yet at this moment Sylla 
was dictator, and not at all the man to enter upon or permit 
so disgraceful a bargain. But the fact that there was such 
a will was ck^ubtcd, says Cicero, though the king’s private 
money, deposited at Tyre, was actually taken possession 
of, according to the alleged te^ament. ‘ We sent ambas- 
sadors,’ says Cicero, ‘to recover the money he had deposited 
for our people.’ But Cicero avoids giving us his opinion 
on the transaction ; his only point is that under the law 
proposed by Rullus, this and other very doubtful questions 
will be settled off-hand, and without discussion, by the new 
court of decemvirs for realising the property of the Roman 
people. I think the evidence is against any such will in 
this case. It was doubted even in the case of the last 
Attains. Here it seems like a bold attempt to claim the 
rich Egypt for another prize such as the province of Asia. 
At all events, there followed no practical assertion of the 
Roman claims beyond the seizing of the money at Tyre.^ 

^ It is remarkable that Appian {Bell. Civ. i. 102), in telling the facts, 
seems ignorant of Berenike’s murder, viz. dXXd rhv ol 'AXe^ai'dpety, 
l 6 TTfi dpxv^, Kal drowdyr^pov (T<f>wp, ola SdXX^t Treiroiddra, 

^^riyotjfievoPf is rb yvfipdaiop iK rov ^acrikeLov irpoayaybpTcs iKreipap — 
*>probably a military revolt, caused by a refusal to grant a large present 
of money to the household troops. 

® It is argued by Cless (Pauly ReaUEmyc.^zx\.. Ptolemaeus, p. 
226) and more fully by Clinton \^Fasti iii. p. 392) that the Ptolemy who 
left his kingdom by will to Rome was not Alexander II., but another 
claimant, whom he calls Alexas, or Alexander III., who was not set 
up till 66 B.C., and died in exile at Tyre in 65 n.c. But I cannot find 
that the passages which Cless cites can be all verified, or that they carry 
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§ 250. With this double assassination, the legitimate 
succession of the Lligidae became extinct. Yet there were 
both princes and princesses alive who could have claimed 
the throne under any modern laws of succession. I can- 
not but think that the constant assertion of the illegitimacy 
of Egyptian princes and princesses was an invention of 
Hellenistic historians in the interest of the Romans. So 
now it seems that what is called a natural son of Lathyrus, 
Ptolemy Auletes in our histories, who hadt been also 
living in Syria, and knew the conditions of the game he 
had to play, assumed the ^^^elict sovran ty, without any 
active intervention of the Romans, and with the approval 
of the native population. This latter may be safely in- 
ferred from the absence of any internal revolution, and 
from the character of the inscriptions at Philac, which date 
from the early years ^second to eighth) of his reign. 

They are all dedications to Isis, the special goddess of 
Philae, by visitors to her shrine, quite similar to those 
of Roman officers in subsequent times at Dakkeh and 
Kalabsheh in Nubia. In these the king appears as the 
young Dionysus, </)tAo7raTwp and </>tAttScA</)os : and in his 
twelfth year, a dedication by the Lysimachus 

includes his queen and his children. But this is not all. 
One of these texts is dedicated by an officer who is still 
entrusted with the Red Sea coast down to Ethiopia.^ 

out his view, which has not been accepted by. later critics. Mommsen 
I^om. Gesek. iii. 51, note, even discusses the opinions of those (Niebuhr, 
etc. ) who hold that the will was made by Alexander I. in his exile. But* 
as he rightly says, it was only the last legitimate heir who had even an 
ostensible right to bequfcath his kingdom. There is an excellent note 
on the various possibilities of the question by Gutschmid in Sharpe ii. 
17 (Germ, ed.) Cicero aays plainly that the will was made after the 
Consuls of 88 B.c., in which year, if not sooner, Alexander I. was dead. 

^ Letronne li. Ixxii. KaXXi/aaxos | 0 xat f iri | (rrpaT7;7os kcu 

ffTpalrriyos rrjs IvSikyjs | xat epvSpat daXaaayjs \ r)K(a wpot t7}p Kvpatif Iffiv 
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From this we may assume that his power really extended 
to the southern limits of Ptolemaic Hfeypt. But except 
that from his title have been inferred his devotion to the 
cult of Dionysus and his consequent excesses, nothing is 
known of his early years. Syria was helpless ; the Romans 
too busy with home troubles, with the approaching Spanish 
and pirate wars, and the threatening conflict with Mithra- 
dates, to interfere with him, or oust him from his kingdom. 
On the oth^'r hand he obtained from the Senate no formal 
recognition, though he sought it with many intrigues, and 
of course with bribes. ^ 

§ 251. The year 75 b.c. brought on the impending 
crisis in the East. For there Nikomedcs III., the last king 
of Bithynia, bequeathed his kingdom to the Romans, who 
now made no delay, and not only took possession of the 
bequest at once, but made good their negligence con- 
cerning Cyrene, which had remained in statu quo since 
96 B.C., by sending thither a Roman governor. Thesq 
steps drove Mithradates to declare his second war against 
Rome (74 B.c.) Even then, with the will of Ptolemy 
Alexander for their title, the Romans did not seize 
the richer prize, which would have been so valuable in 
supplying food and pay to their Eastern armies, apparently, ^ 
as Mommsen says,^ because it was the interest of powerful 
individuals to keep up the weak rulers in Egypt who 
supplied them with a veritable income in bribes ; still 
more because it was the interest of the tottering oligarchy 
not to let so powerful and isolated a kingdom pass into 
the hands of any ambitious leader, ^ho would use it 
against the rest, and so overthrow the senatorial regime. 

r 

I Kai TreirorfKa to TrpocrKvyr}/j,a | rov Kvpiov deov | veov Aiovvffov 

(pCKoTvaropos | [/cat 0tX]adeX^ou | Ld Traxw*' e. The same officer is called 
Brj^apxns tt/s Qri^at5os in addition, ibid. Ixxiii. ^ Ji!G iii. 51. 
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§ 252. Meanwliile Auletes continue.d to reign with- 
out recognition, hj^t without interference from Rome. 
He married a Cleopatra (V.), surnamed Tryphaena, by 
whom he had children, but possibly she was not his 
first wife/ though it is more likely that this princess was 
^ the mother of his heiress-daughter Berenike, and not of 
Cleopatra (VI.) Probably in 77 b.c. this eldest daughter 
Berenike (IV.) was born, another of the typical Egyptian 
princesses, as we shall presently see. It appears from 
Cicero ^ that in the year 7 2, two Syrian princes, the sons 
of the Egyptian princess Selene and of Antiochus Grypus,^ 
came to Rome, not to make any claim upon Syria, but 
upon Egypt, to which they asserted a better right than 
Auletes. But they failed to move the Senate, temporibus 
reipublicae exclusiy and one of them, Antiochus, returning 
by way of ''Sicily, was robbed of a magnificent present, 
which he had intended for the Senate, by Verres. Within 
a few years of this date, but not (I think) before 68 b.c.,^ 
was born Auletes’ second and most famous daughter, the 
Cleopatra who well nigh changed the course of the world. 
There were three other younger children, an Arsinoe, and 
two sons, who both came to the throne with their sister, 
and who must have been born before 64 b.c., in which 
year at latest they were betrothed to two daughters, 
Mithradatis and Nyssa, of Mithradates.^ It is the gap 
in age between Berenike and the rest which makes us 
suspect that Auletes may have married a second wife, 
who was the mother of the latter children, and there 
are not wanting statements that the great Cleopatra was 

^ It has been shown b^ Lepsius that he was already married to the 
princess Cleopatra Tryphaepa in his third year, from an Egyptian text. 

2 in Verrem ii. 4, 27. ^ Above, § 239. 

^ Clinton iii. 394 says the close of 69. ® Appian Mith, iii. 
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‘illegitimate.* But we have no positive evidence of any 
second marriage. 

§ 253. The course of the third Mithradatic war probably 
opened the eyes of the leading men at Rome to the 
necessity of absorbing the rich land of Egypt to meet their 
financial difficulties. In 65 b.c. Crassus, as censor, relying^ 
on the alleged will, proposed the reducing of Egypt to a 
Roman province, and was only baulked by the determined 
resistance of his colleague Catulus, who felt outraged at this 
wanton and barefaced proposal to plunder an old ally of 
Rome.^ In the following year Julius Caesar, then aedile, 
asked the people to put it under his charge,'^ and if this 
had indeed been done, he would have conquered the 
republic in a far different way than from the snows of 
Gaul. Hardly a year after came the bolder proposal of 
the tribune Rullus, to appoint decemvirs, <vho should 
discover and valuate the property (fi the Roman people, 
without limit of authority, for the purposes of an agrarian 
law. Cicero, in discussing the project, assumes that the 
plunder of Egypt will be one of their first objects. The 
claim would be based on the will of the prince Ptolemy 
Alexander, which was a doubtful one, and the whole future 
of Egypt would depend upon the good pleasure {i.e. the 
corruptibility) of Rullus.^ 

^ Plutarch Crassus 13. The king was not yet expelled by his 
people. It is to this discussion that Mommsen rightly refers the speech 
of Cicero de rege Alex.y which would have been idle after the decree in 
, Caesar’s consulship, and yet Mommsen is misled by Suetonius (A’Cr iii. 
177, which does not agree with p. 163). 

^ Cf. Suetonius Caesar z. ii, who adds that he made the proposal 
on the ground that the people of Alexandria nad expelled their king, 
formally named ally and friend by the Roman Senate. But both this 
recognition, and the expulsion of Auletes, toolc place several years later. 

® Quid Alexandria cunctaque Aegyptus ? ut occulte latet 1 ut recon- 
dita est I ut furtim tota decemviris traditur ! Quis enim vestrum hoc 
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But even in this bold bill the seizure of Egypt by the 
Roman tax-farme^^ was not openly asserted ; it was tacitly 
implied, with the hope that the measure might pass with- 
out criticism of so grave a consequence. 

In the face of these dangers, Auletes had merely made 
the foolish countermove of accepting Mithradates’ offer of 
a double alliance, which was set aside by that king’s defeat 
and death in 63 u.c.^ 

ignorat, did illud regnum testamento regis Alexandri populi Romani 
esse factum? llic ego consul populi Romani non modo nihil iudico, sed 
ne quid sentiam quidem profero. Magna enim mihi res non modo ad 
statuendum, sed eliam ad dfcendum videtur esse. Video, qui testa- 
mentum factum esse confirmet : auctorilatem senatus exstare hereditatis 
aditae sentio, turn quando, Alexandro mortuo, legates Tyrum misimus, 
qui ab illo peouniam depositam nostris recuperarent. Haec L. 
Philippuni saepe in senatu confirmasse memoria teneo ; eum, qui 
regnum illud teneat hoc tempore, neque genere, neque animo regio 
esse, inter oinncs fere video convenire. Dicitur contra, nullum esse 
testamentum ; non opoiLere populum Romanum omnium regnorum 
appetentem videri : demigraturos in ilia loca nostros homines, propter 
agrorum bonitatem et omnium rerum copiam. llac tanta de re 
P. Rullus cum ceteris deeemviris, collegis suis, iudicabit ? et verum 
iudicabit? Nam utrumque ita magnum est, ut nullo modo neque 
concedentlum neque ferendum sit. Volet esse popularis : populo 
Romano adiudicabit. Ergo idem ex sua lege vendet Alexandriam, 
vendet Acgyptuin : urbis copiosissimae pulcherrimorumque agrorum 
iudex, arbiter, dominiis, rex denique opulenlissimi regni reperietur. 
Non sumet sibi tantum, non appetet? iudicabit, Alexandriam regis 
esse, a populo Romano abiudicabit. Primum populi Romani here- 
ditatem decemviri iudicent, quum vos volueritis de privatis hereditatibus 
centumviros iudicare? Deindc quis aget caussam populi Romani? 
Ubi res ista agetur ? Qui sunt isti decemviri, quos perspiciamus regnum 
Alexandriae Ptolemaeo gratis adiudicaturos ? Quod si Alexandria^ 
petebatur, cur non eosdem cursus hoc tempore, quos L. Cotta, L. 
Torquato consulibus, ^icurrerunt? cur non aperte, ut antca? cur non 
item, ut quum directo et palam regionem illam petierunt ? an Quirites 
ii, qui per cursum recti^i regnum tenere non potuerunt, nunc taetris 
tenebris et caligine se Alexandriam perventuros arbitrati sunt ? 

* There were not indeed wanting Eastern politicians, who thought 
Rome bankrupt, and Mithradates the winning horse, and in the case 
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When Ponipey was settling the affairs of all the East, 
he had many invitations to include E^ypt. But he did 
not enter this country, says Appian, — though the people 
were in insurrection against the king, and though the 
king also asked him to come, and sent gifts of money and 
clothes to all the army — whether from fear of the envy of 
the gods, or of his enemies, or for other reasons which 
Appian promises to tell in his (lost) Egyptian history. 

§ 254. But continued bribing had its effect, and though 
Auletes could not obtain his public recognition from Pompey 
in 63-2 B.C., he obtained it from Julius Caesar as consul 
in 59. But it was only in return for huge promises of 
money ! His brother, Ptolemy of Cyprus, though he had 
the money in his coffers, would not part with it ; and so 
in the following year a decree of the democratic party, 
moved by the villain Clodius, seized the rich island under 
pretence of its participation in piracy, and sent the rigid 
Cato to perform a duty which filled him with rage and 
humiliation. But resistance to a Roman commissioner, 
even so gentle and considerate as Cato,^ and without an 
army, was impossible ; the king took poison, and his 
treasure of 7000 talents passed into the Roman treasury — 
a strong incitement to repeat such measures elsewhere. 
But the people of Alexandria rose in indignation. The 
king had not helped his brother; he had allowed the 
Romans to make another experiment, which must lead 
to the absorption of Egypt ; his nominal recognition had 
\iot been obtained, or rather bought, without oppressive 
taxation. The series of his coins leads us to believe that 
among the causes of Alexandrian in&ignation was the 

of Egypt he had apparently taken up the young prince Alexander II. 
as a threat to Lathyrus, twenty years sooner. Cf. the note of Gutschmid 
in Sharpe ii. 14. 1 Plutarch Cato 34*37. 
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debasement of his silver coinage, which sank to a condition 
quite disgraceful among the issues of the Lagidae. In his 
second reign, after his return, there is a considerable improve- 
ment, in spite of the extortions of Rabirius. This must 
have been caused by the fear of a new revolt.^ So it 
came that in 58 b.c. he was driven from his kingdom, and 
took refuge, like every such exile, in the centre of all the 
political intrigues of the world, in Rome. On his way he 
called at Cyprus to see Cato, and Plutarch ^ gives us a 
graphic account of the conference between the Stoic 
magnate and the dissolute king. 

In the meantime, Ptolemy, king of Eg)^pt, who had left 
Alexandria, upon some quarrel between him and his subjects, 
and was sailing for Rome, in hopes that Pompey and Caesar 
would send troops to restore him, on his way thither desired 
to see Cat^i, to whom he sent, supposing he would come to 
him. Cato had takeq purging medicine at the time when the 
messenger came, and make answer, that Ptolemy had better 
come to him, if he thought fit. And when he came, he neither 
went forward to meet him, nor so much as rose up to him, 
but saluting him as an ordinary person, bade him sit down. 
This at once threw Ptolemy into some confusion, who was 
surprised to sec such stern and haughty manners in one who 
made so plain and unpretending an appearance ; but afterwards, 
when the king began to talk about his affairs, he was no less 
astonished at the wisdom and freedom of his discourse. For 
Cato blamed his conduct, and pointed out to him what honour 
and happiness he was abandoning, and what humiliations and 
troubles he would run himself into ; what bribery he must 
resort to and what cupidity he would have to satisfy when he 
"came to the leading men at Rome, whom all Egypt turned^* 
into silver would scarcely content. He therefore advised him 
to return home, and jbe reconciled to his subjects, offering to 
go along with him, and assist him in composing the differences. 
And by this language Ptolemy being brought to himself, as it 

^ I draw this inference from the facts stated in Coins of the Ptolemies 
p. Ixxx. 
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might be out of a fit of madness or delirium, and discerning 
the truth and wisdom of what Cato said, resolved to follow his 
advice ; but he was again over-persuaded fey his friends to the 
contrary, and so, according to his first design, went to Rome. 
When he came there, and was forced to wait at the gate of 
one of the magistrates, he began to lament his folly, in having 
rejected, rather, as it seemed to him, the oracle of a god, than 
the advice merely of a good and wise man. 

Being separated from his treasury and his fellahs, whom 
he could noi longer tax, Auletes had recourse to borrowing 
large sums of money at Rome from one Rabirius Postumus, 
a knight and tax-farmer, who i^o doubt lent at exorbitant 
interest upon so doubtful a security. 

§ 255. The formal demand of Auletes was that he, 
though declared to be a friend and ally of the Roman 
people, had been driven out by his subjects,^ and that 
he should be restored again by the proconsul Lentulus 
Spinther, who had obtained Cilicia as his province. The 
Alexandrians, says Appian, were for a time ignorant of his 
movements, and even thought that .he was dead, which was 
. their excuse for setting up his daughter Berenike as queen. ^ 
But when they learned where he was, and what he was 
doing, they sent an embassy of 100 men to Rome, to 
defend themselves, and make countercharges against the 
king. This embassy he met by various counterplots. 
Some, before they reached Rome, he sent to diverse 
destinations. (We cannot understand why they obeyed 
^him.) Many of them he had assassinated on their journey, 
or upon their arrival, and the rest he either cowed or 
bribed into silence. The matter becai^ie so notorious that 
there was a motion before the Senate to inquire into both 
the alleged assassination and the bribery, and the head of 

^ But this implies a year’s delay, as his wife Tryphaena ruled till her 
death. Appian is therefore probably wrong here. 
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the embassy, the philosopher Dio, who had so far escaped, 
was summoned j^efore the Senate. But the money of 
Auletes still prevailed, and his henchmen in the Senate 
baulked the inquiry. Presently even Dio was murdered, 
a fact attested by Cicero,^ and yet though the fact was 
notorious, the influence of Pompey prevented any inquiry. 
The king seems to have openly asserted his right to slay a 
revolting subject, and kept bribing the Senators as before. 

The accident of lightning striking the stayae of Jupiter 
in the Alban Mount, however, upset his calculations and 
adjourned the fulfilment of his hopes. For superstition 
came to the aid of honesty, and from the Sibylline books 
a prophecy was produced saying: ‘if a king of Egypt 
comes asking for aid, deny him not friendship, but do not 
assist him with numbers ; if ye do, ye will have trouble 
and danger.’ The surprising aptness of this prophecy led 
the people, not to Suspect its genuineness, but to follow 
Cato as tribune, and rescind all their votes (what were 
they?) in favour of the king. But then there arose a 
further controversy about publishing the oracle in Latin, 
and more discussions about the king. 

It appears from Cicero, ^ that while there was a 
general opinion in favour of restoring the king, there was 
great disagreement how it should be effected, lest the 
fortunate restorer might make it an occasion of seizing 
the country. Hence a committee of three was proposed ; 
some excluding Pompey as already too powerful, etc. etc. 
After long discussions no decision was made, and the kin| 
retired in disgust to live in the temple at Ephesus, till he 
could persuade s?)me party leader to do what the Senate 
would not determin^.^ 

^ pro Coelio § 23. ® Epp, ad Fam. i, 1-8. 

* Dio xxxix. 16, and Plutarch Pompey 49. 
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§ 256. Meanwhile Cleopatra (V.)Tryphaena, whom some 
authorities call his eldest daughter, but^who was certainly 
his wife, assumed the sole throne during one year, at the 
end of which she died, and her eldest daughter Berenike 
(IV.) became queen — the other children being apparently 
as yet infants, or under age. She ruled for two years (57-6 
B.c.) and during that time showed that she possessed all 
the talents and daring of her race. She observed no 
restraint, ev^ though she was in imminent danger from 
Rome, but sent for a Seleukos of the royal house of Syria 
to be her husband,^ and share her throne and the conflict 
with her father. But no sooner did she find that he was an 
insignificant person, and moreover a man of vulgar manners ^ 
— the Alexandrians called him Kybiosaktes^ the pickled- 
fish monger — than she at once got rid of him, and chose 
an Archelaos, then high -priest at Komana, upon* the same 
terms. This arrangement Gabinius, the Governor of Syria 
under Pompey, and the recipient of bribes from Auletes, 

^ Strabo (xvii. i, § ii) in telling the story calls him merely kv/Sio- 
ffdKTTfv Tiva, who pretended to be of the Syrian royal house, and says 
the queen strangled him {aTrea-TpayydXiffev), a very unusual term in his 
history, and not an Egyptian method of execution. The nickname was 
in use till the days of Vespasian, and applied to him by the impudent 
Alexandrians, so that it was evidently the ordinary name of a low 
trade, and so used (not as a proper name) by Strabo. It means the 
packer of salt fish (the TrriXafids) which was cut into junks (xiJ^ot) for 
the purpose, hence possibly the packing of Alexander’s pickled body 
into a cheaper case, rdpixos isr used both for salt fish, and for a 
^ummy. 

® I agree with Sharpe that this was the person who stole the golden 
coffin of Alexander the Great, and replaced it with one of glass. The 
words of Strabo (xvii. p. 794) are: the body of ^Alexander still lies in 
Alexandria, but not in the original coffin, which was gold, whereas 
now it is of glass ; the other was plundered by^ KSkktjs koI Uapelffaicros 
ivriKXriBels IItoX., iK Trjs hvplai iweXOCty koX iKirecCdv eW6s, &(tt dvbvrira 
ai/Tip rd <Tv\a yevMat. I think he means Seleukos Kybiosaktes. 
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was glad to permit, thinking it would raise the terms for 
Auletes’ restoratic^. For the latter had come with letters 
from Pompey, recommending this restoration. The Senate 
indeed had decided nothing, after much debate, as we hear 
from Cicero, who had once made a speech in favour of the 
king ; but the new plan was to have it carried out with an 
armed force by Gabinius before he could be prevented by 
the powers at home. Gabinius demanded and received 
6000 talents for the job.^ All this we heiar from Dio 
Cassius ^ who had not only Cicero’s earlier speech {/e rege 
Alexandrino before him, bn|t other materials now completely 
lost. He proceeds: ‘so Gabinius marched to Pelusium 
without opposition, and, starting thence with his army in 
two divisions, met and defeated the Egyptians the same 
day.^ After this he again defeated them on the river and 
on land. For the Alexandrians are extremely ready at 
making a bold show, and reckless in speaking out their 
opinions, but when they meet the real dangers of war 
are quite useless, altlfough they are well versed in a long 
series of home revolutions, with frequent murders, and 
think nothing of human life in comparison to the gaining 
of their point at the moment, nay even pursuing any 
destruction of life which it entails as the most desirable of 
objects. Gabinius then having conquered them, and slain 
Archelaos and many others, and forthwith becoming lord 
of all Egypt, handed over the land to Ptolemy, who then 
put to death his daughter (Berenike) and many other rich 
and distinguished men, being in sore want of money.’ * 

^ Plutarch Antony^ says 10,000. * xxxix. 57 sq, 

* His master of the horse was Antony, who then for the first time 
met Cleopatra, a girl gf 15, and was struck, says Appian, with her 
beauty {BelL Civ, v. 8). Plutarch (Antony 3) says Antony was the main 
instigator of the expedition, was the main cause of Gabinius* victories, 
and stayed so far as he could Auletes* bloodthirsty vengeance. 
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§ 257. We are not concerned with the storm which 
this high - handed and illegal preceding excited at 
Rome, except that a great deal of Gabinius’ bribe was 
borrowed from Rabirius Postumus, his former creditor, 
and when this speculator could not recover his money, 
Auletes consented to make him his Chancellor of the 
Exchequer (StotK7/T)}s), so that the taxes of the country 
might pass through his hands. I do not think the real 
significance qf this curious concession has been appreciated 
by historians. It was then without precedent,^ but has in 
recent times its parallel in th^ cession of Turkish taxes 
made by the Sultan to secure the interest of their loans 
to his foreign creditors. The real creditor was not the 
obscure Rabirius, but the powerful Julius Caesar. For 
when he came to occupy Egypt after Pompey^s death, 
he claimed that the supplies for his small army were only 
the repayment of a fraction of the 17,000,000 sesterces 
due to him from the late king.^ And hence, perhaps, 
the zeal of a political party to pfrosecute the obscure 
Roman knight. According to Cicero, who defended 
him when Gabinius was convicted of peculation, and 
Rabirius was implicated in the case, he was first obliged 
to take his dangerous post at Alexandria, because it was 
otherwise impossible to recover his foolish loan ; he was 
obliged to abandon all appearance of being a Roman, and 
dress as a Greek ; he was obliged to submit to the humours 
of a despotic king, and see his friends imprisoned, and his 
* 6wn life danger. But the fact that he at last had to 
escape naked for his life points to the^ other side of the 
story. With the aid of the Roman garrison left him by 

c 

^ Though Physkon had done something of the kind (above, § 219) it 
was only an honorary office which he conferred upon a Roman. 

* Plutarch Caesar 48. 
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Gabinius, he was guilty of such ferocious oppression and 
extortion, that the people of Alexandria rose against him, 
and would have \nurdered him, no doubt justly, if they 
had caught him. It is to be hoped that he did not recover 
his money, and it is certain that in spite of Cicero’s speech 
(54 B.c.) he was condemned to pay some of the bribe 
which could not be recovered from Gabinius. 

Auletes, restored in 55 b.c., only reigned till 51 b.c., when 
death removed the most idle and worthless of the Ptole- 
mies. There is nothing more left to record about him. We 
need only sum up in a word what impression he has left 
upon «the world. Idle, v^rthless, devoted to the orgies 
of Dionysus (whence his title) and disgracing himself by 
public competitions on the flute (whence his nick-name), 
he has not a good word recorded of him. If we believe 
Cicero, h6 was pliant and persuasive when in need, making-* 
boundless promises* to men of influence and of money at 
Rome, but tyrannical and ruthless when in power, taking 
little account of human life when it thwarted his interests or 
even baulked his pleasure. He poses at Rome as king of 
Alexandria. Probably the ruin of Thebes by his father 
had crushed the national aspirations, for we hear of no 
revolt of the natives during his oppressive reign. With 
the priesthood and their religion he seems to have stood 
on friendly terms. 

§ 258. But we are indeed fortunate in having, from 
Auletes’ later years, not only the impressions of Cicero con- 
cerning the country, but the personal record of Diodorirffe. 
Siculus, who visited Alexandria, and some of the upper 
country about 60I.C., and reports with faithfulness what he 
saw and what he lipard from the Greek expounders of the 
old Egyptian civilisation in the great religious centres of 
the country. There was no longer the same difficulty 
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which had debarred Herodotus four centuries earlier from 
informing himself. There were now plenty of bilingual 
people, possibly priests, certainly scribes and other men 
learned in Egyptian lore ; there were Greeks who lived all 
their life in great establishments like the Serapeum, and 
could not avoid learning from the priests most of what 
they knew or pretended to know. Diodorus’ impressions, 
or rather the impressions we receive from his account, cor- 
respond ver)j. well with what we learn from the monuments, 
and our other authorities. 

First as to Alexandria. He unfortunately gives us 
only one personal anecdote of what he saw in that 
city.^ He is telling us that if any one kill an ibis 
or a cat, whether deliberately or by accident, he must 
inevitably die, for the crowd comes together and hounds 
him to death, without legal inquiry. This in itself 
proves that the mob of Alexandria was no longer Greek, 
as it professed to be, but deeply saturated with native 
blood, for no Hellenistic mob ever showed such deep in- 
tolerance on a matter of local superstition. This feeling 
in the crowd of Alexandria is so strong, he adds, ‘that 
at the time when king Ptolemy was not yet acknowledged as 
a friend by the Roman people, and the populace was most 
anxious to show every respect to people from Italy who 
were sojourning there, artd to give no pretext or excuse for 
a quarrel through their fear of Rome, a Roman happened 
to kill a cat, and when the mob attacked the house 
• >^here he lived, neither the officers sent by the king 
nor the public fear of Rome sufficed^ to save his life, 
ihough he had done it unintentionally. This fact we 
report not from hearsay, but having oicrselves witnessed it 
during our stay in Egypt.’ Can anything correspond 
^ i. 84. 
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better with what has been quoted just now' from Appian, 
that this populace |icted with violence and cruelty on the 
spur of the moment, without regarding the consequences ? 
In the present case, I cannot but think that, in spite 
of Diodorus, the fact of the felicide being a Roman gave 
► him a' smaller chance, for the Romans, always unpopular 
abroad for their rude and overbearing manners, were now 
well known throughout the East as the most cruel and 
heartless extortioners, so that the mob may haye naturally 
seized a religious pretext for its vengeance. Diodorus also 
tells us ^ that at the time of his visit, the population of 
Alexandria (free citizens) was according to the official census 
more than 300,000, and the king’s revenue from the rest 
of Egypt more than 6000 talents. Strabo,^ however, 
quotes Cicero to the effect that Auletes’ revenue was 
12,500 talents.^ 

§ 259. Beside the* great city mob was the mob of the 
soldiery, an accurate prototype of the Praetorian guard in 
the days of the Roman Empire, the descendants in tradition, 
though now very slightly m blood, of those free Mace- 
donians, who had once made and unmade real sovrans. 
They still asserted their ancient privileges, and what the 
best observer of the day — ^Julius Caesar — found them, he 
tells with his usual clearness in his third book on the Civil 
War.4 

Concerning the Jews, as a separate item in the popula- 
tion, we hear nothing but that they sided with the Romans, 
and that they surrendered the frontier forts near Pelusium* 
to Gabinius.^ ^ 

^ xvii. 52. 2 xxvi. I, 13. 

^ Neither of them specifies the particular talent he means to employ, 
but the metrologists have made out that they agree, and that the amount 
is about three millions sterling. 

* Below, § 267. 


* Josephus AnU, xiv. 6, § 2. 
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When we come to consider the inner country, how 
great is the contrast ! Ut occulte late^I ut tota recondita 
est! exclaims Cicero, feeling that his words were true 
even apart from their connexion with his argument. 
Diodorus translates us into the far past, when he repeats 
from the priests their traditions of the old royalty and 
the old religion of Egypt. Hellenism seems powerless 
among such people. Diodorus feels that in the priests 
and their ritual, in the manners and customs of the people, 
in the legislation which surrounded the old monarchy, 
in the strange beast-worship,^he describes a country and 
a race still foreign to the new civilisation of the world, 
but possessed of an equally advanced though a primaeval 
culture. Even in his own day, the keepers of sacred 
animals had been known to spend loo talents upon their 
obsequies.^ Throughout the reign of Auletes, we find the 
usual votive inscriptions, and devolioSs to the national gods 
on the part of the king ^ who was probably the least atten- 
tive of all the series to the sentimefits of his people. He 
completed the great temple of Edfu, at which every Ptolemy 
since the P'ounder Euergetes I. had laboured, in 58 b.c. 
and put his dedication upon it, along with that of his 
queen, Cleopatra (V.) Tryphaena. On the great pylon 
we see colossal reliefs of the king smiting his enemies. He 
enlarged the temple of Kom Ombos, building the still 
extant hypostyk pronaos. One of the pylons at Philae was 
decorated by him, and he even built a small temple on the 
' • island of Biggeh, close to Philae. The crypts at Dendera, 
an altar of black granite at Koptos, and several temples at 
Karnak show his cartouche and consequently his dedica- 
tion of labour and money to the national gods ; in the last 
case the destruction of the city by Lathyrus had not 
^ !• 85. 2 Murray’s Egypt ii. pp. 427, 429, 431. 
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abolished the sanctity of the temples which it contained. 
Under his children's reign we shall find the building of 
great Egyptian temples more active than it had been 
under many a native dynasty. 

§ 260. But there is one source, which by some accident 
» dries up at this time, though it is abundant enough in the 
next century. We have hardly any papyri of the reigns of 
Auletes or of Cleopatra to give us an insight into the in- 
ternal state of the country. Diodorus could tlearn from 
the priests their traditions and could wonder at their 
hereditary corporate dignitigs ; he can describe, but from 
the much older Greek source Agatharchides, the horrors of 
the Nubian gold mines ; he can copy from Hecataeus (of 
Abdera) the account of the conquests of Osymandyas 
(Ramses II.) as they appeared in relief or in text on the 
great temples at and over against Thebes. But most of 
his account is at second hand. Like Strabo after him, 
indeed like most Greek authors, he preferred copying from 
books, to setting dowd personal observations, and so his 
painstaking and trustworthy account is very deficient in 
such personal anecdotes as that I have above cited. Here 
and there we surprise him in something modern, as when he 
speaks of catching quails by raising nets along the coast, ^ 
into which they fly by night in their passage, as any one 
may now see on the southern coasts of Italy any May-time. 
We feel that he has been on the Nile, when he notes that 
it is a most tortuous river, departing from its general^ 
eburse northward in bends to the east and west, or* 
even to the south, |nd that in high summer the inunda- 
tions make the country look like the Aegean with its 
Cyclades.^ He alsc^ knows the sakya^ which he tells us 
was the invention of Archimedes, and this is probably 
^ i. 60. 2 i. 32, 36. 
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true, for the old Egyptians only used the shadoof.^ We 
know further that he produces a true^ general impression, 
when he says that the queens received greater honours 
than the kings, and that even in ordinary marriage settle- 
ments the husband was bound by contract to respect his 
wife.^ He knows too about the use of kiki oil for lamps, • 
and about sundry industries like the 
feeding of geese, which are amply 
corroborated by the papyri. His 
account of the ordinary legal pro- 
cess ^ Ijy written documents, and 
not by oral pleading, is also correct, 
as well as the curious statement that 
the educators of the people objected 
on theory both to music and gym- 
nastic in education, as injurious to 
mind and body. But even in these 
matters it is most difficult to say 
how far he lias himself seen, and 
how far he has copied from books. 
Thus his account of Thebes and of the tombs of the kings 
seems to me all borrowed from Hecataeus, and even as 
regards the pyramids, his statements are open to the same 
suspicion. He speaks of inscriptions on them, and of 
other details which cannot be verified, and so he gives us 
but one more example of the very reprehensible habit of 
^ Greek historians, who ordinarily passed off second-hand 
" information as if it were observation of their own. 

^ i- 34. ^ 

^ His language however is probably too strong (27) iv ry rijs rpoiKdf 
(Tvyypatpjj irpoffopxikoyoivTm tG>v yo.fxoTLfvruiV^ dwavra ir€idapx’^(T€iv ry 
ya.paviUv’p. 3 Ibid. 74. Ibid. 75. 






CHAPTER XIII 



CLEOPATRA (vi.), HER BROTHERS, AND HER SON CAESARION, 
B.C.^I-30 

§ 261. Now at last, at the close of our long search for 
materials among fragments, allusions, and conjectures, evi- 
dence is suddenly multiplied, and 
Egypt, confing into close connexion 
with the world^s masters, becomes » — 
the stage for some of the most 
striking scenes in ancient history. 

They seem to most readers some- 
thing new and strange — the page- 
ants and passions of the fratricide 
Cleopatra as something unparalleled 
— and yet she was one of a race 
in which almost every reigning 
princess for the last 200 years had 
been swayed by like storms of 
passion, or had been guilty of like 
daring violations of common humanity. What Arsinoe, 
what Cleopatra, frcJm the first to the last, had hesitated 
to murder a brother pr a husband, to assume the throne, 
to raise and command armies, to discard or adopt a 
partner of her throne from caprice in policy, or policy 




PTOLEMY CAESAR(ION). 
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in caprice? But hitherto this desperate gambling with 
life had been carried on in Egypt and Syria; the play 
had been with Hellenistic pawns — Egyptian or Syrian 
princes ; the last Cleopatra came to play with Roman 
pieces, easier apparently to move than the others, but 
implying higher stakes, greater glory in the victory, greater ^ 
disaster in the defeat. Therefore is it that this last 
Cleopatra, probably no more than an average specimen of 
the beauty, talent, daring, and cruelty of her ancestors, has 
taken an unique place among them in the imagination of 
the world, and holds her own even now and for ever as a 
familiar name throughout the Vorld. 

§ 262. Ptolemy Auletes, when dying, had taken great 
care not to bequeath his mortgaged kingdom to his Roman 
creditors. In his will he had named as his heirs the elder 
of his two sons, and his daughter who was the eldest of 
the family. He had called all the gods, and all his treaties 
with the Roman people to witness, adjuring it to carry 
out his intentions,^ He had tak|^n care to forward one 
copy by his ambassadors to Rome, to be deposited in the 
treasury — it had actually come into Pompey’s possession, 
but (perhaps for fear of falsification) a duplicate with his 
seal was preserved at Alexandria. ^ But the public preoccu- 

^ The form of this will must therefore have differed toto coelo from 
those of his Greek subjects, who abstained from all such imprecations, 
cf. Pet. Pap, I. pp. 35 sq, 

® This is Caesar’s express statement, de Bello Civ, iii. § 108 : In 
testaniento Ptolemaei patris heredes erant scripti ex dnohus filiis maior^ 

‘ et ex duabus ea quae aetate antecedebat, Haec uti Jierent^ per omnes 
deosy perque foederUy quae Romae fecissety eodem testamento Ptolemaeus 
populum Romanum obtestabatur, Tcdmlae teshimentiy unae per legates 
eius Romani erant allataSy ut in aerario ponerentur {haey quum propter 
publicas occupationes poni non potuissenty Sipud Pompeium sunt de> 
positae)y alteracy eodem exempJOy relictae atque obsignatae Alexandriae 
proferebantur. It is delightful to find so clear and express a 
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pation, which did not even allow enough attention to the 
Egyptian will to have it formally deposited in the trea- 
sury, saved it froifl any discussion or dispute. Nobody 
thought of claiming Egypt for a heritage of the Roman 
Republic, when the whole world was the prize proposed 
in the civil conflict. For though the war of Caesar and 
Pompey had not actually broken out, the political sky was 
lowering with blackness, and the coming tempest was 
muttering its thunder through the sultry air. So Cleopatra, 
now about sixteen or seventeen years of age, and her much 
younger brother (about ten) assumed the throne as was 
traditional, without any turi^ult or controversy, either on 
the part of the Alexandrian mob, or of the soldatesca, 
called Macedonian, but really made up of all manner of 
Greeks, and the most disreputable and turbulent of Roman 
refugees.^ " 

§ 263. The opening discords came from within’ the 
royal family. The tutors and advisers of the young king, 
among whom Pothino#, an eunuch brought up with him 
as his playmate, according to the custom of the court, 
was the ablest and most influential, persuaded him to 
assume sole direction, of affairs, and to depose his elder 
sister. Cleopatra was not able to maintain herself in 
Alexandria, but went to Syria as an exile, where she 
promptly collected an army, as was the wont of these 
Egyptian princesses, who seem to have resources always 
under their control, and returned (within a few months, 
says Caesar) by way of Pelusium, to reconquer her lawful/ • 
share in the throne. This happened in the fourth year 
statement anywhere in*this history. It seems to me that the tabulae 
were not a papyrus roll, but some more solid material, and that the 
precautions taken were*owing to the doubts and disputes about the 
genuineness of previous royal testaments. 

^ Cf. Addit, Note p. 497. 
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of their so-called joint reign (48 b.c.) at the very time that 
Pompey and Caesar were engaged in their conflict for a 
far greater kingdom. The details of tfie flight of Pompey 
are preserved to us in several accounts of surprising agree- 
ment, especially the Life of Pompey by Plutarch, and the 
close of Caesar’s Civil War. We shall do best to follow ^ 
in the main the latter, a first-rate authority, which omits 
indeed many aifecting details supplied by Plutarch, but for 
that very reason spares the reader all digressions from 
the facts which concern Egyptian history. 

* § 264. Pompey, passing in his flight to the coast of 

Asia, soon found that he anci his party were unwelcome 
guests to the Greek cities, which were expecting the 
advent of the victorious Caesar. Being therefore com- 
pelled, if he chose to continue the war, to seek allies 
farther off, he himself proposed, as Plutarch tells us, to 
go to Parthia,^ but was dissuaded by his faithful follower 
Theophanes of Mytilene from attempting such a journey, 
risking his own life and that of hfs devoted wife among 
such little known barbarians, when Egypt was but three 
days’ sail distant, ruled by a boy king, whose father had 
been under great obligations to P, mpey.^ So Pompey 
set sail with the funds he had collected, and about 2000 
armed followers from Cyprus, not to Alexandria, but to 
Pelusium, where he found Ptolemy with a large army 
encamped over against his sister’s forces. He sent a 
message on shore to ask for hospitality in Alexandria 
land protection in his calamity. The bearers did not 
fail to talk with the Romans in the Egyptian camp, and 
urge the claims of the illustrious exilh. For there were 

^ Caesar says deposito adeundae Syriae cofhtlioy as if this had been 
Pompey’s alternative — the Syrian states and cities which he had reduced 
to order and peace in 62 B.c. 2 Pompey 76. 
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here not a few soldiers, left by Gabinius with Ptolemy 
Auletes, and now of influence in Egypt. Whereupon the 
king’s friends, morl especially the eunuch Pothinos, who 
was practically the prime minister, debated what should 
be done, whether they should harbour Pompey, or 
decline that dangerous honour. Plutarch tells us they 
were persuaded by the sophist Theodotos to do neither, 
but to receive him with pretended civility, and murder 
him, in order to gain Caesar’s gratitude.^ The Alexan- 
drian Achillas and L. Septimius, who had ^rved under 
Pompey, were sent out in a boat to bring him to land 
with fair promises. As h# was stepping on shore these 
men murdered him. 

§ 265. Caesar, pursuing with his wonted celerity, 
arrived very soon after at Alexandria, with nominally two 
legions, 860 horse, and some fifteen Rhodian and Asiatic 
ships of war. But the legions had melted down to a force 
of 3200 men, the rest being left behind wounded or sick. 
Yet the conqueror thought his reputation would make him 
safe anywhere with this small force. Upon entering the 
port of Alexandria, the head and signet ring of Pompey 
were presented to hi*'^” by Theodotos, from which he turned 
in horror, and took every means to save the remaining 
followers of his foe, who were dispersed through Egypt. 
Had he felt secure enough he would certainly have 
punished the murderers, but this must have led at once to a 
rupture with the king’s advisers. However he disembarked, 
and was surprised by the hostile attitude of the soldiers* 
who had been left by Ptolemy to protect the capital. He 
even found himseft riotously assaulted, because his lictors 
with their fasces went before him, which assertion of his 

^ This reason is not given by Caesar, but comes to us from Livy, 
and from those who followed him. Cf. Bandelin p. 45. 
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imperium the mob interpreted as an insult to their sovran.^ 
Even after this tumult was allayed, there were daily dis- 
turbances, and Caesar lost many soldiers by assassina- 
tion in the streets. He therefore sent in haste for the 
legions he had formed in Asia, and would (he says) have 
left Alexandria, but that he was held necessario by the ^ 
prevalent north winds, which then characterised that coast 
in summer.2 Meanwhile he expressed his opinion that 
the quarrel of the sovrans in Egypt concerned the Roman 
people, and himself as consul, the more so as it was in 
his previous consulate that the recognition of, and alliance 
with, their father had taken ' place. So he signified his 
decision that Ptolemy and Cleopatra should dismiss their 
armies, and should discuss their claims before him by 
argument and not by arms. All our authorities, except Dio 
Cassius, state that he sent for Cleopatra that* she might 
personally urge her claims, but Dip ^ tells us, with far 
more detail, and I think greater probability, ‘ that at first 
the quarrel with her brother was argued for her by friends, 
till she, learning the amorous character of Caesar, sent 
him word that her case was being mismanaged by her 
advocates, and she desired to plez^ it herself. She was 
then in the flower of her age (about twenty) and Cele- 
brated for her beauty. Moreover she had the sweetest of 

^ Bandelin (p. 47) prefers to follow the account of Appian and 
Plutarch, who say or imply that Caesar was at first well received. But I 
think he suspects Caesar’s narrative too much. So great a person is 
generally superior to petty falsifications. To mention his own relations 
Vwith Cleopatra would have been foreign to the dignity of his narrative. 
This omission therefore stands upon different grounds. 

® They now blow in late winter and spring,^ but not I think so con- 
stantly in summer as to deserve the name of etesiae; and in any 
case, as he himself adds, he thought it his^duty to settle the royal 
quarrel in Egypt. Cf. Bandelin p. 48, and Beil. Civ. iii. 107. 

’ xlii. 34. 
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voices, and every charm of conversation, so that she was 
likely to ensnare even the most obdurate and elderly man. 
These gifts she regiirded as her claims upon Caesar. She 
prayed therefore for an interview, and adorned herself in 
a garb most becoming, but likely to arouse his pity, and so 
came secretly by night to visit him.’ If she indeed arrived 
secretly, and was carried into the palace by one faithful 
follower as a bale of carpet, it was from fear of assassina- 
tion by the party of Pothinos. She knew that as soon 
as she had reached Caesar’s sentries she \fas safe ; as 
the event proved, she was more than safe. For in the 
brief interval of peace, ^d perhaps even of apparent 
jollity, while the royal dispute was under discussion, she 
gained an influence over Caesar which she retained till 
his death. Caesar adjudicated the throne according to 
the will of Auletes; he even restored Cyprus to Egypt, 
and proposed to seyd the younger brother and his sister 
Arsinoe to govern it ; but he also insisted on a repayment 
in part at least of the enormous outstanding debt of 
Auletes to him and Sis party. To meet this the young 
king’s plate was ostentatiously pawned, and Caesar treated 
with insolence by Potjjinos as an usurer pursuing trivial gains. 
In these complaints the eunuch found support among the 
king’s friends, and silently brought the Egyptian troops 
back to Alexandria, appointing Achillas their commander. 
Caesar, who was anxiously awaiting reinforcements under 
a cloak of court festivities, was surprised by their arrival, 
and found himself unable with his small force to fight them, 
outside the city. He could only put his soldiers under * 
arms, occupy the* palace and its approaches, and send 
ambassadors to treat with and delay Achillas. As he does 
not tell us one wdl’d concerning the army of Cleopatra, 
which had recently been encamped against Ptolemy at 
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Pelusium, we must infer that a battle had there been 
fought, that her forces had been defeated, and, as was 
usual with such mercenary troops, had cpassed over to the 
winning side, leaving her a mere claimant to the throne 
without an army. This assumption explains both the 
boldness of Pothinos, his prompt return to Alexandria 
from Pelusium, and the subsequent arrival of Cleopatra. 
But though the ambassadors (Dioscorides and Serapion) 
sent by Caesar were men who had been ambassadors 
at Rome fbr Auletes, Pothinos set his soldiers upon 
them as soon as they appeared, so that one was killed, 
the other carried off for dead by his retinue. This 
being an extreme declaration of war, Caesar at once 
secured the person of the young king who had been 
pleading before him, so that he might act with the nominal 
authority of the native sovran. • 

§ 266. Dio gives a different accoijnt of the matter in 
detail, though not modifying the general course of events. 
He says ^ that when the boy king suddenly saw his sister 
with Caesar in the palace, he was indignant, and rushed 
out to the people shouting that he was betrayed, tear- 
ing the diadem from his head an^ dashing it on the 
ground. When a great tumult arose, Caesar’s guards at 
once seized the king, but the population set upon the 
palace, and would then and there have become masters of 
it, as Caesar was taken by surprise, and had no force under 
arms to meet this sudden outbreak, had he not come for- 
,ward, and, standing in a safe place, declared to them that 
fie would grant all that they desired. Then going to a 
formal assembly, he set Cleopatra aild Ptolemy before 
them and read the will of their father, directing them to 
marry and reign according to hereditary custom, but that 
^ xlii. 35. 
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the Roman people should be their guardian. He said that 
he as dictator repr|sented the Roman people, and would 
carry out the terms of the will. It was moreover through 
fear that he actually increased the kingdom by the pro- 
posed restitution of Cyprus to the younger princes of the 
* royal family. 

§ 267. The forces under Achillas’ command, says Caesar, 
‘ were not to be despised either as to numbers or fighting 
quality. He had under arms some 20,000 me A consisting 
(i) of Gabinian soldiers, who had adopted the habits and 
license of Alexandrian life a^id forgotten Roman discipline. 
Most of them had married there and had families ; (2) of 
a mixed multitude of pirates and brigands from Syria, 
Cilicia, and the regions round about’ There is no mention 
made of native Egyptians. But there were also (3) ‘many 
criminals and exiles^ from Italy, and fugitive slaves, to 
whom Alexandria had been for years a safe refuge, on the 
understanding that they should be enrolled as soldiers. If 
any were claimed by fiis master he was rescued by his 
comrades. This was the body that would demand the 
death of an unpopular minister ; that would pillage 
private property; that would besiege the palace to extort 
higher pay ; that exiled or recalled whom they would 
according to the old traditions of the Macedonian garrison 
at Alexandria. They had 2000 horse. They had seen 
many wars; had restored Auletes to his kingdom; had 
murdered the two sons of Bibulus [we know not for what 
cause] ; had warred against the natives. This was their 
history,’ • 

With these forces Achillas occupied all the city round 
Caesar’s quarters, and* even strove to storm them, but in 
vain. At the same time he tried to seize a large fleet of 
ships, seventy-two in number, lying ready and equipped in 
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the harbour.^ Had these passed into Alexandrian hands, 
Caesar was blockaded by sea and lancj^ and probably lost. 
In this extremity Caesar was obliged to set fire to the ships, 
and with it the naval arsenal was burnt. A far greater 
disaster is said to have ensued. The famous Library, 
situated plose to the dockyards, took fire and was burnt.*' 
As Caesar only urges the necessity of his action, and its 
success as regards the ships, we cannot tell the amount of 
the collateral loss. But possibly his silence implies that 
the worst had happened. If he had set his soldiers to 
save what they could from th^ flames, it is more than likely 
that he would have said a word on the subject. On the 
other hand, his silence is no satisfactory denial of what is 
recorded by several other credible authorities. Still I am 
disposed to consider the whole story a fabrication. So 
far as I know, the contemporary Cicero, in all his literary 
talk, never alludes to a catastrophe which ought to have 
affected him most deeply as a man of letters. Strabo, who 
visited Egypt about twenty-five years after these events, 
is absolutely silent regarding the Library. Although there- 
fore he certainly did not come to study in it, as some have 
thought, he could hardly have failed to notice its loss in 
connexion with the Museum, which he briefly describes, 
and of which it was really a part, though of course in a 
separate building. The earliest mention of the disaster 
is in a rhetorical passage of Seneca, already quoted.^ 

^ As Caesar only speaks of one harbour, and that defended by the 
lighthouse fort, he must mean the eastern or royal harbour. He 
makes no mention of the so-called Eunostos. ^BelL Civ. iii. iii. 

Above, § 64. Bandclin, in his careful discussion of the events, is 
absolutely silent concerning the Library, and to is Mommsen in his narra- 
tive (^6’ iii. 439), so that they evidently discredit the story, though 
they were certainly bound to discuss the evidence. The language of 
Dio xlii. 38 is not what we should expect ; iroWA 5 i xal KaTewlfiirpaifTo* 
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Not content with destroying this fleet, Caesar advanced 
to the capture of Pharos, the old island, and now 
lighthouse fort, which commanded the entrance to 
the N.E. or royal harbour, which was the only one 
he had attempted to hold. He mentions a curious 
survival of ancient barbarism in the inhabitants of 
this island. Whatever ships, whether by bad weather 
or by bad steering, missed the entrance to either port and 
were stranded on its rocks, were, as a mattg: of course, 
looted by the people, who were no doubt by ancient 
descent a population of wreckers. This is perhaps 
the most extreme instance known of Egyptian license. 
Whether it had been permitted under the early and orderly 
Ptolemies we cannot tell. The possession of Pharos made 
it possible for him to receive by sea the succour of troops 
and provisions of which he was urgently in need. For he 
was losing men daily in the fighting around the fortified 
palace, which the Alexandrians, army and populace com- 
bined, kept attacking with great vigour till he had 
constructed defences sufficient to check them. 

§ 268. Meanwhile the younger princess Arsinoe, who 
saw that Caesar was lie voted to Cleopatra, and who knew 
the fierce hatred which this beautiful fiend with her be- 
witching smiles bore to all her possible rivals in ambition 
or in love, though she had received from Caesar the title 
of sovran of Cyprus, fled secretly, with the assistance of 
her eunuch Ganymedes, from the palace and joined the 
insurgents, causing at once discord in the camp, for sh®* « 
and Achillas sougljf: to bid for the exclusive favour of the 

&<r7e &Wa re Kai t6 veibpiovj rds re dwoO'fjKo.s koX roO crlrov Kal T(av 
{wXelffTUiv 5^ Kal dpLarup^ &S tpaai, yevop^ptav) KavOijpai. Surely he must 
mean some store of books intended for sale, or for sorting, and not the 
great Library, of whose excellence (bs <pa<ri is not the expression we 
should expect. The proximity of com-stores supports my view. 
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soldiers.^ Arsinoe must have been barely grown up, and 
we may best explain the persistent haired Cleopatra showed 
to her by assuming that she too was beautiful and attract- 
ive. Her present daring act showed that she had the 
spirit of the Ptolemies. Pothinos was detected in the 
meaner game of corresponding secretly from the palace with 
the insurgents, and was then put to death, no doubt with 
real satisfaction, by Caesar. ^ 

Caesar h^d still with him in his fortress Cleopatra, how 
his acknowledged mistress, with the two young Ptolemies, 
now practically his prisoners, and hardly 2000 veterans, 
to oppose the army of Achillas or Ganymedes, and the 
furious armed mob of Alexandria, who were bent upon 
destroying him. They endeavoured to ruin his water 
•supply by letting sea water into the conduits that supplied 
the palace, but his legionaries found what had never before 
been suspected ; without digging to any great depth they 
came upon ample wells of fresh water.^ The Alexandrians 
then seem to have retaken Pharos, jfnd to have compelled 
his ships to lie outside, in danger from the weather, and 
from any attack they chose to make from the western 
harbour, but though they boldly sailefl out with their fleet, 
they were unable to prevent Domitius, arriving with the 
xxxviith legion and sundry supplies in a large convoy of 
ships, from entering the royal harbour. The brunt of this 
naval action was borne by Caesar’s Rhodian ships, whose 

^ Dio says, if his text be slightly corrected {wpobbvTa. for irpobovcrav 
xlii. 40), that Ganymedes persuaded her to slay Achillas as a traitor, 
and was practically general till king Ptolemy vus sent out by Caesar ; 
so also Bell. Alex. 4. 

® At this point Caesar’s Civil War breaks off, and the sequel is to 
be obtained from Dio, or from the appendix by Hirtius, called the 
Alexand 7 ‘ian War (Ed. R. Schneider, Berlin, 1888). 

^ There are no such wells now known at Alexandria. 
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admiral, Euphranor, greatly distinguished himself,^ not 
only in this, but in the succeeding battle, which Caesar 
provoked, by sailing round to the mouth of Eunostos and 
challenging the fleet which the Egyptians had been 
repairing and building with great zeal and energy. Caesar 
defeated them, but had no power to follow up his attack, 
when they retired to the protection of the shore. It was 
to obtain this support for his fleet in future engagements 
that he managed to retake the lighthouse fort and island 
of Pharos, but when advancing to attack the enemy along 
the causeway which led to the city, which had two bridges 
to allow a water-passage %etween the harbours, he was 
surprised in the rear by a sudden charge of boats, and had 
more than loo men driven into the water along with him- 
self, so that he was only saved by swimming,*^ while the 
Alexandrians set up his scarlet cloak in triumph on the 
trophy with which ftiey adorned the spot. 

§ 269. Meanwhile his succours were approaching, though 
most of the isolated •ships which came to the coast were 
decoyed by false signals and captured. It was in an action 
against the Alexandrian vessels, for the purpose of raising 
this blockade, that •the gallant Euphranor, unsupported 
by his squadron, was overpowered with his ship and 
slain.*^ But at last Mithradates of Pergamum, a competent 

^ Cf. Bell. Alex. 9-1 1, where a very clear account is given of this 
engagement ; the Roman author adds (15) that Euphrant)r was : animi 
magnitudine ac virtute fnagis cum fiostris haminibus quam cum Graecis 
comparandus. • 

^ Surely the legend that he saved his Commentaries at this moment * 
by carrying them ovejhis head while swimming for his life must have 
let loose the epigrammatists upon him, if he had indeed burnt the 
great Library. The saving of his one book from water by the man who 
destroyed myriads of others by fire would have afforded too tempting 
an exercise for these wits. 

^ Bell Alex, 25. 
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general, was announced to be approaching by land, and the 
Alexandrians, thinking that they would be stronger if they 
had their king to command them, laid a^plot to regain him. 
They pretended that they wished for peace, but asked for 
him to come out and discuss with them its conditions. 
Caesar could not have been misled by these proposals, but 
as he was not afraid of the king, who was young and 
ignorant, and as he thought he should have a stronger 
case against ]iim and the people, and in favour of Cleopatra, 
in prospect of their treachery, he sent him out, knowing 
that, at all events, relief was at hand. The Egyptians at 
once broke off all negotiations, and prepared to meet the 
coming danger, for Mithradates had succeeded in storming 
Pelusium, and had set out by the highroad to Memphis, to 
the head of the Delta, where he could cross the river. He 
succeeded in another action there, and crossed the river to 
the west sidc.^ Caesar who understood his movements, 
whether by secret information, or with the instinct of a 
general, made a feint by which he deceived his besiegers, 
and landed a small force on the Libyan side of lake 
Marea, from which he marched to join his approaching 
succours. Caesar’s progress, though ftiborious, must have 
been very prompt, no doubt owing to the fine training of 
his legionaries, for he outmarched the king, who had taken 
the shorter and easier route by water to check Mithra- 
dates. It seems that all attempts to storm the fortress 

, ^ Josephus {Antiqq. xiv. §§1,2) gives the whole credit of the campaign 
• t6 the Jew Antipater, who commanded (he says) the Jewish contingent 
of Mithradates’ forces, and not only won all the bq^.tles, but brought over 
the Egyptian Jews to Caesar’s side. Hirtius never mentions the Jew, 
nor do I believe Josephus’ story. Caesar’s ‘letter to the Sidonians ’ 
which Josephus cites (xiv. 10, i) gives the whole*credit to Hyreanus, and 
speaks of his being sent by Caesar from Alexandria to meet Mithradates ! 
There is not a word here about Antipater. 
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in Alexandria had now ceased, the Egyptian army being 
concentrated under the king somewhere in the Delta 
to oppose the new invasion. Caesar came up just as the 
Egyptians were about to attack Mithradates, and effected 
the junction with this able officer. 

While they hesitated he attacked them, and forced 
most of them into the river. Among the fugitives, the 
young king himself was drowned.^ Caesar was now 
able to relieve his remaining troops still Ijlockaded, by 
attacking Alexandria from the land-side. But the popu- 
lace had abandoned all Jiope of success, and turned to 
prayers, carrying out the images of their gods to inter- 
cede for them. With his usual generosity, he forgave 
them without any measures of vengeance, and set the 
younger J^tolemy over them, as the nominal husband of 
Cleopatra, while he carried Arsinoe captive to Rome. He 
withdrew his cession of Cyprus,^ as there was no longer any 
Ptolenlaic prince to set over it, and for the sake of keeping 
the turbulent Alexai*idria in order, he left a strong garrison 
there under a son of his freed man Rufinus, who was not 
likely to trouble him with any aristocratic ambitions.^ 

§ 270. With his* departure we again lose sight of Egypt, 


^ The narrative of this war is confused in our various sources, and 
they are so irreconcilable as to the exact order of the events, that I have 
only set forth the above as a probable arrangement of the facts. Cer- 
tainty regarding them is not attainable, nor is it worth balancing the 
probabilities in this general history. It has been done by Bandelin op, 
cit.y Judeich Caesar im Orient y Stoffel Hist, de Jules and others. 

® Mr. Poole ( Coins of the Ptolemies p. Ixxxiv. ) thinks that Cyprian 
coins show some ividence of his nominees having already issued 
money as sovrans there. Others doubt the cession altogether, and 
think that if it did take place, Caesar was very glad to disown it. 

* Trium legionunty quas Alexandreae relinquebat, cur am et im^ 
perium Rujini liberti sui Jilio, exsoleto suo^ demandavit, Suetonius 
Divus Julius 76 . 
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and cannot tell how Alexandria, or the upper country, 
accepted his settlement. In his great fourfold triumph (46 
B.c.) when he paraded four foreign enemies of the Republic 
as if they had been his real foes, the princess Arsinoe, 
representing Egypt, excited great commiseration even among 
the Romans, as she was led along in chains.^ We cannot 
but see the dark influence of Cleopatra here. Had she said 
one word against the public exhibition of her sister as a 
captive, Caesar would not have insisted ; I am disposed to 
go further and say that had she not pressed him to do it, 
such a scene would not have taken place. But Cleopatra’s 
hatred for her sister did not stop there. 

A few months after Caesar’s departure from Egypt she 
gave birth to a son, whom she alleged, without any imme- 
diate contradiction, to be the dictator’s. The Alexandrians 
called him Caesarion, and she never swerved from asserting 
for him royal privileges. In formal inscriptions he is en- 
titled Ptolemy, also Caesar, the god Philopator Philometor.^ 
Her brother-husband was a child, artd therefore did not 
count in the matter. We hear of no other lover, though it is 
impossible to imagine Cleopatra arriving at the age of twenty 
without providing herself with this luxift*y.^ She was, how- 

^ Dio xliii. 19. Suetonius says he visited Upper Egypt with 
Cleopatra. 

^ Cf. the Theban stele at Turin, to be commented upon presently, 
and the Dendera texts in Baedeker’s Upper Egypt, 

“ It is hard to explain the uncritical Suetonius in harmony with 
our other authorities : qtiam denique acciiam in urbem nonnisi maximis 
honoribus praemisque auciam remisit filiumque natum appellate nomine 
suo passus est. Quern quidem nonnulli Graecorum similem quoq\te 
Caesari et forma et incessu tradiderunt, M. Antdkius adgnitum etiam 
ab eo senatui adfirmavit, quae scire C. Matiiim et C, Oppium reliquosque 
Caesaris amicos ; quorum Gaius Oppius^ quasi plagie defensione et patro- 
cinio res egerei^ dibrum edidit, non esse Caesaris filium quern Cleopatra 
diced [Divus Julius 52). He goes on to mention Helvius Cinna's 
proposal. The gossip about Cnaeus Pompey is probably groundless. 
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ever, afraid to let Caesar live far from her influence, and 
some time before his assassination, that is to say some time 
between 48 and 44 b.c., she came with the young king 
her brother to Rome, where she was received in Caesar^s 
palace beyond the Tiber, causing by her residence there 
considerable scandal among the stricter Romans. Cicero 
confesses that he went to see her, but protests that his 
reasons for doing so were absolutely non-political. She 
apparently promised to get him some books from Alex- 
andria, but she or her agent Ammonius faifed in doing 
so.^ Cicero found her haughty ; he does not say she 
was beautiful and fascinating. We do not hear of any 
political activity on her part, though Cicero evidently 
suspects it ; it is well nigh impossible that she can have 
preferred her very doubtful position at Rome to her 
brilliant Itfe in the East. She was suspected of urging 
Caesar to move ea^ward the capital of his new empire, to 
desert Rome, and choose either Ilium, the imaginary cradle 
of his race, or Alexandria, as his residence.^ She is likely 
to have encouraged at all events his expedition against 
the Parthians, which would bring him to Syria, whence she 
hoped to gain new territory for her son. The whole situation 
is eloquently, perhaps too eloquently, described by Merivale,^ 

' Epp. ad Att. xiv. 8, xv. 15. As I said before, Cicero makes no 
allusion to the destruction of the Alexandrian Library, when telling of 
these MSS. Plutarch mentions {Antony 58) that one of the charges made 
by Octavian against Antony was that he had given away to her as a gift 
the libraries in Pergamum amounting to 20 myriads of single books 
{^L^\l<av av\wv). This, however, may have been to gratify the oj|^ , 
jealousy felt against the rival library, not to supply what Alexandria 
had lost by fire. If tHe latter had been the case, we should probably 
have been told it. 

2 Cf. this gossip repeated by Nicolaus Damasc. FUG iii. 440, and 
Suetonius Divus Julius 79. 

® Hist, of the Romans under the Empire ii. pp. 430, 431. 
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for he weaves in many conjectures of his own, as if they 
were ascertained facts — 

The colours of this imitation of a hateful Original [the oriental 
despot] were heightened by the demeanour of Cleopatra, who 
followed her lover to Rome at his invitation. She came with 
the younger Ptolemaeus, who now shared her throne, and her 
ostensible object was to negotiate a treaty between her kingdom 
and the commonwealth. While the Egyptian nation was formally 
admitted to the friendship and alliance of Rome, its sovereign 
was lodged in Caesar’s villa on the other side of the Tiber, 
and the statut of the most fascinating of women was erected in 
the temple of the Goddess of Love and Beauty. The connexion 
which subsisted between her and the dictator was unblushingly 
avowed. Public opinion demanded no concessions to its 
delicacy ; the feelings of the injured Calpurnia had been 
blunted by repeated outrage, and Cleopatra was encouraged to 
proclaim openly that her child Caesarion was the son of her 
Roman admirer. A tribune, named Helvius Cinna, ventured, 
it is said, to assert among his friends that he was prepared to 
propose a law, with the dictator’s sancti«>n, to enable him to 
marry more wives than one, for the sake of progeny, and to 
disregard in his choice the legitimate qualification of Roman 
descent. The Romans, however, were* spared this last insult 
to their prejudices. The Queen of Egypt felt bitterly the 
scorn with which she was popularly regarded as the representa- 
tive of an effeminate and licentious people It is not improbable 
that she employed her fatal influence to withdraw her lover 
from the Roman capital, and urged him to schemes of Oriental 
conquest to bring him more completely within her toils. In 
the meanwhile the haughtiness of her demeanour corresponded 
with the splendid anticipations in which she indulged. She 
held a court in the suburbs of the city, at which the adherents 
jof the dictator’s policy were not the only attendants. Even 
‘ his opponents and concealed enemies were glad to bask in the 
sunshine of her smiles. ^ 

§ 271. When Caesar was assassinated, she was still at 
Rome, and had some wild hopes of hsfving her son recog- 
nised by the Caesarians. ’ But failing in this she escaped 
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secretly, and sailed to Egypt, not without causing satis- 
faction to cautious men like Cicero that she was gone. 
The passage in which he seems to allude to a rumour that 
she was about to have another child — another misfortune 
to the state — does not bear that interpretation.^ As he 
says not a word concerning the young king Ptolemy, we 
may assume that the youth was already dead, and that he 
died at Rome. The common belief was that Cleopatra 
poisoned him, as soon as his increasing years made him 
troublesome to her. In her reign four years are assigned 
to a joint rule with her elder brother, four more to that 
with her younger, so that '^his latter must have died in the 
same year as Caesar. 

Cleopatra, watching from Egypt the great civil war 
which ensued — summoned and commanded by the various 
leaders tc? send aid in ships and money, threatened with 
plunder and confiscation by those who were now exhaust- 
ing Asia Minor and the islands with monstrous exactions 
— had ample occupation for her talents in steering safely 
among these constant dangers. Appian^ says she pleaded 
famine and pestilence in her country in declining the 
demands of Cassius for subsidies. The latter was on 
the point of invading Egypt, at the moment (denuded of 
defending forces, and wasted with famine^ when he was 
summoned to Philippi by Brutus. This statement has been 
brought into connexion with the 'text of a stele at Turin, 
which records the public spirit aifti self-sacrifice of a 
certain Callimachus, a leading official at Thebes, apparently ^ 
in the tenth and second year of the joint reign of 
Cleopatra Philoprftor and of Ptolemy Caesar, the god 

^ Ad Att, xiv. 20 d^regina velim (sc. scribasy not abortum^ though 
nollem abortum is in the previous sentence). 

2 Bell, Civ, iv. 61, 63. 
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PlAlopator Philometor.^ These virtues were shown when 
Thebes was in great difficulties, and the population in 
despair. It is perhaps negatively impojitant to find that it 
is now a local official, not the king and queen, to whom 
the population look for help in days of need. Cleopatra 
seems to have excluded the Jews of Alexandria from the 
distributions of corn at this time, for which Josephus ^ 
reviles her, while admitting that Germanicus followed her 
precedent. The famine in question then probably dates 
43-42 B.C.* ' 

It was not till 41 b.c., after the decisive battle of Philippi, 
that the victorious Antony, turning to subdue the East to 
the Caesarian cause, held his joyeuse entree into Ephesus,^ 
and then proceeded to drain all Asia Minor of money for 
the satisfaction of his greedy legionaries, and his own still 
more greedy vices. Reaching Cilicia he sent an order to 
the queen of Egypt to come before him and explain her 
conduct during the late war, for she was reported to have 
sent aid to Cassius. 

§ 272. The sequel may be told in Plutarch’s famous 
narrative — 

Dellius, who was sent on this message, had no sooner seen 
her face, and remarked her adroitness and subtlety in speech, 

^ The text was first printed with a brief commentary by A. Peyron 
(Trans, of Turin Academy voj. 34, 1829). 

® contra Apion, c. ii. 5. Seneca Quaest, Nat. iv. i. 

^ The text of the stel^is given with an excellent commentary in C/G 
hi. 49S7> but Franz makes no remark upon the peculiarly turgid style of 
' the document, full of phrases foreign to sober prose, thus reminding us 
of the fact that Antony professed this style, of which I have given the 
extant specimen elsewhere (Greet: Life under Roman Sway p. 162). 
Is it possible that he can already have set the fashion to the officials in 
Upper Egypt ? If so, the document is probably to be dated as late as 
37 B.C. 

^ Plutarch Antony 24. 
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than he felt convinced that Antony would not so much as think of 
giving any molestation to a woman like this ; on the contrary, 
she would be the first in favour with him. So he set himself 
at once to pay his fourt to the Egyptian, and gave her his 
advice, ‘ to go,* in the Homeric style, to Cilicia, ‘ in her best 
attire,* and bade her fear nothing from Antony, the gentlest 
and kindest of soldiers. She had some faith in the words 
^ of Deliius, but more in her own attractions ; which, having 
formerly recommended her to Caesar and the young Cnaeus 
Pompey, she did not doubt might yet prove more successful 
with Antony. Their acquaintance was with her when a girl, 
young, and ignorant of the world, but she was to ^meet Antony 
in the time of life when women’s beauty is most splendid, and 
their intellects arc in full maturity. She made great prepara- 
tion for her journey, of money, gifts, and ornaments of value, 
such as so wealthy a kingdom might afford, but she brought 
with her her surest hopes in her own magic arts and charms. 

She received several letters, both from Antony and from his 
friends, to summon her, but she took no account of these 
orders ; and at last, as if in mockery of them, she came sailing 
up the river Cydnus,^in a barge with gilded stern and outspread 
sails of purple, while oars of silver beat time to the music of 
flutes and fifes and harps. She herself lay all along, under a 
canopy of cloth of golil, dressed as Venus in a picture, and 
beautiful young boys, like painted Cupids, stood on each side 
to fan her. Her maids were dressed like Sea Nymphs and 
Graces, some steering at the rudder, some working at the 
ropes. 1 The perfumes dilfused themselves from the vessel to 
the shore, which was covered with multitudes, part following 
the galley up the river on either bank, part running out of the 
city to see the sight. The market-place w’as quite emptied, 
and Antony at last was left alone sitting upon the tribunal ; 
while the word went through all the muj^itude that Venus was 
come to feast with Bacchus, for the common good of Asia.- On 

^ There was no Egyptian feature in this show, which was purely 
Hellenistic. # 

^ How easily such a belief started up in the minds of a crowd in the 
Asia Minor of that day, appears from Ac/s xiv. ii .vy., where the crowd 
at Iconium, on seeing a cripple cured, at once exclaim that the gods 
are come down to them in the likeness of men, and call Barnabas 

2 H 
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her arrival, Antony sent to invite her to supper. She thought 
it fitter he should come to her ; so, willing to show his good 
humour and courtesy, he complied, and went. He found the 
preparations to receive him magnificent bflsyond expression, but 
nothing so admirable as the great number of lights ; for on a 
sudden there was let down altogether so great a number of 
branches with lights in them so ingeniously disposed, some 
in squares, and some in circles, that the whole thing was a 
spectacle that has seldom been equalled for beauty. 

The next day, Antony invited her to supper, and was very 
desirous to outdo her as well in magnificence as contrivance ; 
but he found *hc was altogether beaten in both, and was so well 
convinced of it, that he was himself the first to jest and mock 
at his poverty of wit, and his rustic awkwardness. ^ She, per- 
ceiving that his raillery was broiiJ and gross, and savoured 
more of the soldier than the courtier, rejoined in the same 
taste, and fell into it at once, without any sort of reluctance or 
reserve. For her actual beauty, it is said, was not in itself so 
remarkable that none could be compared with her, or that no one 
could see her without being struck by it, but the con'lact of her 
presence, if you lived with her, was irresistible ; the attraction of 
her person, joining w'ith the charm of her conversation, and the 
character that attended all she said or did, was something be- 
witching. It was a pleasure merely to herfr the sound of her voice, 
with which, like an instrument of many strings, she could pass 
from one language to another ; so that there were few of the 
barbarian nations that she answered by ag interpreter ; to most 
of them she spoke herself, as to the Ethiopians, Troglodytes, 
Hebrews, Arabians, Syrians, Medes, Parthians, and many 
others, whose language she had learnt which was all the more 
surprising, because most of the kings her predecessors scarcely 
gave themselves the trouble to acquire the Egyptian tongue, 
and several of them quite abandoned the Macedonian. 

Antony was so captivated by her, that, while Fulvia his 
,\\vfe maintained his quarrels in Rome against Caesar by actual 
force of arms, and the Parthian troops, commanded by Labienus 

Jupiter, and Paul Mercurius, because he was the chief speaker, bringing 
sacrifices to offer to the Apostles. 

^ There is a description of these feasts in Athenaeus pp. 147-8. 

^ We have here the usual lies of courtiers. 
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(the king’s generals having made him commander-in-chief), 
were assembled in Mesopotamia, and ready to enter Syria, he* 
could yet suffer himself to be carried away by her to Alexandria, 
there to keep holidaj^ like a boy, in play and diversion, squan- 
dering and fooling away in enjoyments that most costly, as 
Antiphon says, of all valuables, time. They had a sort of 
company, to which they gave a particular name, calling it that 
of the Inimitable Livers.^ The members entertained one 
another daily in turn, with an extravagance of expenditure 
beyond measure or belief. Philotas, a physician of Amphissa, 
who was at that time a student of medicine in Alexandria, 
used to tell my grandfather Lamprias, that, liaving some 
acquaintance with one of the royal cooks, he was invited by 
him, being a young man, to come and see the sumptuous pre- 
parations for dinner. So was taken into the kitchen, 
where he admired the prodigious variety of all things ; but 
particularly, seeing eight wild boars roasting whole, says he, 

‘ Surely you have a great number of guests.’ The cook 
laughed at his simplicity, and told him there were not above 
twelve to Sine, but that every dish was to be served up just 
roasted to a turn, fftid if anything was but one minute ill- 
timed, it was spoiled. ‘ And,’ said he, ‘ maybe Antony will 
dine just now, maybe not this hour, maybe he will call for wine, 
or begin to talk, and wTll put it off. So that,’ he continued, 
‘it is not one, but many dinners must be had in readi- 
ness, as it is impossible to guess at his hour.’ This was 
Philotas’ story ; who ^elated besides, that he afterwards came 
to be one of the medical attendants of Antony’s eldest son by 
Fulvia, and used to be invited pretty often, among other com- 
panions, to his table, when he was not dining with his father. 
One day another physician had talked loudly, and given great 
disturbance to the company, whose mouth Philotas stopped 
with this sophistical syllogism : ‘In certain states of fever the 
patient should take cold water ; every one who has a fever is in^ 
a certain state of fever ; therefore in a fever cold water should • 
always be taken.’ ^ The man was quite struck dumb, and 

^ We have independent evidence that this title really existed, for 
there is at Alexandria rhe pedestal of a statue of Antony, with the 
dedication to him as top aixifir^ovy top evepyerriPj Cat, du Musie 
d^Alexandrte (1893), 
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Antony’s son, very much pleased, laughed aloud, and said, 
Philotas, I make you a present of all you see there,’ pointing 
to a sideboard covered with plate. Philotas thanked him 
much, but was very far from ever imagftiing that a boy of 
his age could dispose of things of that value. Soon after, 
however, Ihe plate was all brought to him, and he was desired 
to set his mark upon it ; and when he deprecated, and was 
afraid to accept, the present, ‘ What ails the wretch ? ’ said 
he that brought it, ‘ do you not know that he who gives you 
this is Antony’s son, who is free to give it, if it were all gold ? 
but if you will be advised by me, I would counsel you to accept 
of the value'' in money from us; for there may be amongst 
the lot some antique or famous piece of workmanship, which 
Antony would be sorry to part with.’ These anecdotes, my 
grandfatlier told us, Philotas used' frequently to relate. 

To return to Cleopatra ; Plato admits four sorts of flattery, 
but she had a thousand. Were Antony serious or disposed to 
mirth, she had at any moment some new delight or charm to 
meet his wishes ; at every turn she was upon him, and let him 
escape her neither by day nor by night. She played at dice 
with him, drank with him, hunted withr him ; and when he 
exercised in arms, she was there to see. At night she 
would go rambling with him to joke with people at their 
doors and windows, dressed like a servant woman, for Antony 
also went in servant’s disguise, and from these expeditions 
he always came home very scurvily answered, and sometimes 
even beaten severely, though most people guessed who it was. 
However, the Alexandrians in general liked it all well enough, 
and joined good humouredly and kindly in his frolic and play, 
saying they were much obliged to Antony for acting his tragic 
parts at Rome, and keeping his comedy for them. It would be 
trifling without end to be particular in relating his follies, but his 
fishing must not be forgotten. He went out one day to angle 
with Cleopatra, and, bein^ so unfortunate as to catch nothing 
i^n the presence of his mistress, he gave secret orders to the 
fishermen to dive under water, and put /ishes that had been 
already taken upon his hooks ; and these he drew in so fast that 
the Egyptian perceived it. But, feigning great admiration, she 
told everybody how dexterous Antony was, and invited them 
next day to come and see him again. So, when a number of 



XIII 


CLEOPATRA VI Alfc PTOLEMY XVI 


469 


them had come on board the fishing boats, as soon as he had 
let down his hook, one of her servants was beforehand with his 
divers, and fixed uj|on his hook a salted fish from Pontus. 
Antony, feeling his line taut, drew up the prey, and when, as 
may be imagined, great laughter ensued : ‘ Leave, ^ %aid Cleo- 
patra, ‘ the fishing-rod, autocrat, to us poor sovereigns of Pharos 
and Canopus ; your game is cities, kingdoms, and continents.’ ^ 

I do not crave the reader’s indulgence for delaying over 
these trivial details. I would there were more of them in 
the history of the Ptolemies to give some ♦lold for our 
imagination in reconstructing an image of the times. But 
Plutarch does not mention^the most tragic and the most 
characteristic proof of Cleopatra’s complete conquest of 
Antony. Among his other crimes of obedience, he sent 
by her orders and put to death the princess Arsinoe, who, 
knowing v^ell her danger, had taken refuge as a suppliant 
in the temple of Artemis Leucophryne at Miletus.^ 

§ 273. It is not our duty to follow the various compli- 
cations of war and diplomacy, accompanied by the marriage 
with the serious and gentle Octavia, whereby the brilliant 
but dissolute Antony was weaned, as it were, from his 
follies, and persuaded to live a life of public activity. 
Whether the wily Octavian did not foresee the result, whether 
he did not even sacrifice his sister to accumulate odium 
against his dangerous rival, is not for us to determine. 
But when it was arranged (in 36 b.c.) that Antony should 
lead an expedition against the Parthians, any man of 
ordinary sense must have knowft that he would come^ 
within the reach of the eastern Siren, and was sure to bS ^ 
again attracted by^ier fatal voice. It is hard to account 

^ Antony cc. 25-29. 

* Cf. Appian Bell. v. 9, who adds some important details; 
Josephus c. Ap. ii. 5 (in the Latin version) ; and Dio xlviii. 24, who 
says roin as if including the younger Ptolemy, her brother. 
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for her strange patience during these four years. She had 
borne twins to Antony, probably after the meeting in 
Cilicia. Though she still maintained^ the claims of her 
eldest son Caesarion to be the divine Julius’ only direct 
heir, we do not hear of her sending requests to Antony 
to support him, or that any agents were working in her ♦ 
interests at Rome. She was too subtle a woman to solicit 
his return to Alexandria. There arc mistaken insinuations 
that she thought the chances of Sextus Pompey, with his 
naval supremacy, better than those of Antony, but these 
stories refer to his brother Cnaeus, who visited Egypt 
before Pharsalia.^ 

§ 274. It is probably to this pause in her life, as we 
know it, that we may refer her activity in repairing and 
enlarging the national temples. The splendid edifice at 
Dendera, at present among the most perfect of Egyptian 
temples, bears no older names than those of Cleopatra and 
her son Caesarion,^ and their portraits represent the latter 
as a growing lad, his mother as ah essentially Egyptian 
figure, conventionally drawn according to the rules which 
had determined the figures of gods and kings for 1500 
years. Under these circumstances it is idle to speak of 
this well-known relief- picture as a portrait of the queen. 

It is no more so than the granite statues in the Vatican 
(above, p. 116) are portraits of Philadelphus and Arsinoe. 
The artist had probably never seen the queen, and if he 
had, it would not have produced the slightest alteration in 
his drawing.® 

^ Plutarch, above, and Shakespeare Antony a id Cleopatra iii. 13, and 
Gutschmid (Sharpe ii. 52). 

2 Traces of Cleopatra and her brothers are to be found at Soohag. 

^ Ebers has assumed (in the preface to his Cleopatra] that the 
colossal pair, hand in hand, found at Alexandria in 1892, of which the 
female figure is fairly preserved, represent Antony and Cleopatra. 
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We can tell far better from the extant coins ^ what her 
type was, though these too are very prone to have given an 
idealised likeness. ' Plutarch expressly says that it was not 
in peerless beauty that her fascination lay, but in* the com- 
bination of more than average beauty with many other 
personal attractions. The Egyptian portrait is likely to 
confirm in the spectator’s mind the impression derived 
from Shakespeare’s play,^ that Cleopatra was a swarthy 
Egyptian, in strong contrast to the fair Roma» ladies, and 
suggesting a wide difference of race. She was no more an 
Egyptian than she was an Indian, but a pure Macedonian, 
of a race akin to, and perhaps fairer, than the Greeks. 

§ 275. No sooner had Antony reached Syria than the 
fell influence of the Egyptian queen revived. In the words 
of Plutarch — 

But the mischief •that thus long had lain still, the passion 
for Cleopatra, which better thoughts had seemed to have 
lulled and charmed into oblivion, upon his approach to Syria, 
gathered strength agairl^ and broke out into a flame. And, in 
fine, like Plato’s restive and rebellious horse of the human 
soul, flinging off all good and wholesome counsel, and breaking 
fairly loose, he sends Fonteius Capito to bring Cleopatra into 
Syria. To whom at her arrival he made no small or trifling 
'present, Phoenicia, Coele-Syria, Cyprus, great part of Cilicia, 
that side of Judaea which produces balm, that part of Arabia 
where the Nabathacans extend to the outer sea^ — profuse gifts 

^ Cf. that given at the end of this chapter, which represents an 
intellectual head, hut not a beautiful face, t 

® Cf. the opening scene of Antony and Cleopatra^ ‘His goodly eye^^ 
— now turn the office and devotion of their view upon a tawny front ’ ; 
and again, ‘ to cool a ^Dsy’s lust ’ ; and again, iv. xii. 28 ‘ Like a right 
gipsy.* Possibly the word gipsy may have expressed its derivation to 
the poet, and may only mean Egyptian ; but the gipsy type must have 
also been before his mind. 

^ In fact, the old Ptolemaic Empire as it had been under Ptolemy 
Euergetes I. 
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which much displeased the Romans. For although he had 
invested several private persons with great governments and 
kingdoms, and ‘bereaved many kings theirs, as Antigonus 
of Judaea, whose head he caused to be struck off (the first 
example of that punishment being inflicted on a king), yet 
nothing stung the Romans like the shame of these honours 
paid to Cleopatra. Their dissatisfaction was augmented also 
by his acknowledging as his own the twin children he had by 
her, giving them the names of Alexander and Cleopatra, and 
adding, as their surnames, the titles of Sun and Moon. 

r 

After much dallying the triumvir really started for the 
wild East, whither it is riot our business to follow him. 
Cleopatra he sent home to Egypt, to await his victorious 
return, and it was on this occasion that she came in state 
to Jerusalem to visit Herod the Great ^ — probably the most 
brilliant scene of the kind which had taken place since 
the Queen of Sheba came to learn the wisdom of Solomon. 
But it was a very different wisdom tliat Herod professed, 
and in which he was verily a high authority, nor was the 
subtle daughter of the Ptolemies *a docile pupil, but a 
practised expert in the same arts of cruelty and cunning, 
wherewith both pursued their several course of ambition, 
and sought to wheedle from their Roman masters cities 
and provinces. The re-union of Antony and Cleopatra 
must have greatly alarmed Herod, whose plans were 
directly thwarted by the freaks of Antony, and he must 
have been preparing at the time to make his case with 
Octavian, and seek from his favour protection against the 
mew caprices of the then lord of the East. 

The scene at Herod’s palace must Hkve been inimitable. 
The display of counter-fascinations between these two tigers ; 
their voluptuous natures mutually attracted ; their hatred giving 
to each that deep interest in the other which so often turns 


’ Josephus Aftit, XV. 4, 2. 
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to mutual passion while it incites to conquest ; the grace and 
finish of their manners, concealing a ruthless ferocity ; the 
splendour of their appointments — what more dramatic picture 
can we imagine in history ! 

Wc hear that she actually attempted to seduce Herod, but 
failed, owing to his deep devotion to his wife Mariamme. 
The prosaic Josephus adds that Herod consulted his council 
whether he should not put her to death for this attempt 
upon his virtue. He was dissuaded by them on the ground 
that Antony would listen to no arguments, not even from 
the most persuasive of the world’s princes, agd would take 
awful vengeance when he heard of her death. So she was 
escorted with great gifts and politenesses back to Egypt 

Such, then, was the (liiaracter of this notorious queen. 
But her violation of temples and even of ancient tombs for 
the sake of treasure must have been a far more public and 
odious exhibition of that want of respect for the sentiment 
of others which is the essence of bad manners.^ 

• 

§ 276. As is well known, the first campaign of Antony 
against Armenians and Parthians was a signal failure, and 
it was only with great difficulty that he escaped the fate of 
Crassus. But Cleopatra was ready to meet him in Syria 
with provisions and clothes for his distressed and ragged 
bataillons, and he returned with her to spend the winter 
(36-5 B.c.) at AleAndria. She thus snatched him again 
from his noble wife Octavia, who had come from Rome 
to Athens with succours even greater than Cleopatra had 
brought. This at least is the word of the historians who 
write in the interest of the Romans, and regard the queen 
of Egypt with horror and with fear. 

The new campaign of Antony (34 b.c.) was apparently 

^ The Greek Wonid under Roman Sway pp. 166-7. MorcL recently 
E. Renan gave a very brilliant picture of Herod and his policy, on the 
same lines, in the January number of the Revue des deux Mondes for 
1894. It is doubtfuf whether this was the first meeting (39 B.C.) of 
these sovrans. For according to Josephus i. 14, 18, Herod had 
visited Egypt, probably before this date. 
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more prosperous, but it was only carried far enough to 
warrant his holding a Roman triumph at Alexandria^ — 
perhaps the only novelty in pomp \#nich the triumvir 
could exhibit to the Alexandrian populace, while it gave 
the most poignant offence at, Rome. It was apparently 
now that he made that formal distribution of provinces 
which Octavian used as his chief casus belli. 

Nor was the division he made among his sons at Alexandria 
less unpopuljy ; it seemed a theatrical piece of insolence 
and contempt of his country. For, assembling the people 
in the exercise ground, and causing two golden thrones to 
be placed on a platform of sii'/cr, the one for him and 
the other for Cleopatra, and at their feet lower thrones for 
their children, he proclaimed Cleopatra queen of Egypt, 
Cyprus, Libya, and Coele- Syria, and with her conjointly 
Caesarion, the reputed son of the former Caesar. His 
own sons by Cleopatra were to have the style o^ ‘king of 
kings ' ; to Alexander he gave Armenia and Media, with 
Parthia, so soon as it should be overcome ; to Ptolemy, 
Phoenicia, Syria, and Cilicia. Alexander was brought out 
before the people in Median costume, ithe tiara and upright 
peak, and Ptolemy, in boots and mantle and Macedonian cap 
done about with the diadem ; for this was the habit of the 
successors of Alexander, as the other was of the Medes and 
Armenians. And, as soon as they had fluted their parents, 
the one was received by a guard of Macedonians, the other by 
one of Armenians. Cleopatra was then, as at other times 
when she appeared in public, dressed in the habit of the 
goddess Isis, and gave audience to the people under the name 
of the New Isis. . . . 

This over, he gave Priene to his players for a habitation, 
and set sail for Athens, where fresh sports and play-acting 
employed him. Cleopatra, jealous of the honours Octavia had 
received at Athens (for Octavia was mueft beloved by the 
Athenians), courted the favour of the people with all sorts of 
attentions. The Athenians, in requital, having decreed her 

^ The Armenian Artabazus was led in chains after his conqueror, 
Appian Hist, Parth,^ sub fin. 
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public honours, deputed several of the citizens to wait upon 
her at her house : amongst whom went Antony as one, he 
being an Athenian^ citizen, and he it was that made the 
speech. . . . 

The speed and extent of Antony’s preparations alarmed 
Caesar, who feared he mighj be forced to fight the decisive 
battle that summer. For he wanted many necessaries, and 
the people grudged very much to pay the taxes ; freemen 
being called upon to pay a fourth part of their incomes, and 
freed slaves an eighth of their property, so that there were 
loud outcries against him, and disturbances yiroughout all 
Italy. And this is looked upon as one of the greatest of 
Antony’s oversights, that he did not then press the war. For 
he allowed time at once foil Caesar to make his preparations, 
and for the commotions to pass over. For while people were 
having their money called for, they were mutinous and violent ; 
but, having paid it, they held their peace. Titius and Plancus, 
men of consular dignity and friends to Antony, having been 
ill-used by Cleopatra, whom they had most resisted in her 
design of being present in the war, came over to Caesar, and 
gave information of the contents of Antony’s will, with which 
they were acquainted. It was deposited in the hands of the 
vestal virgins, who rc/used to deliver it up, and sent Caesar 
word, if he pleased, he should come and seize it himself, which 
he did. And, reading it over to himself, he noted those places 
that were most for his purpose, and, having summoned the 
senate, read them j^ublicly. Many were scandalised at the 
proceeding, thinking it out of reason and equity to call a man 
to account for what was not to be until after his death. Caesar 
specially pressed what Antony said in his will about his burial ; 
for he had ordered that even if he died in the city of Rome, his 
body, after being carried in state through the forum, should be 
sent to Cleopatra at Alexandria. Calvisius, a dependant of 
Caesar’s, urged other charges in connexion with Cleopatm 
against Antony ; that he had given her the library of Per- 
gamus, containing two hundred thousand distinct volumes ; 
that at a great banquet, in the presence of many guests, he 
had risen up and rq,bbed her feet, to fulfil some wager or pro- 
mise ; that he had suffered the Ephesians to salute her as 
their queen ; that he had frequently at the public audience of 
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kings and princes received amorous messages written in 
tablets made of onyx and crystal, and read them openly on 
the tribunal ; that when Fumius, a man o^ great authority and 
eloquence among the Romans, was pleading, Cleopatra happen- 
ing to pass by in her litter, Antony started up and left them 
in the middle of their cause, to, follow at her side and attend 
her home.^ 

§ 277. We are not further concerned with the Roman 
side of the great quarrel. When war was declared, 
Antony sought to gain the support of the East in the 
conflict. He made alliance with a Median king who be- 
trothed his daughter to Cleopatra’s infant son Alexander ; 
but he made the fatal mistake^'of allowing Cleopatra to 
accompany him to Samos, where he gathered his army, 
and even to Actium, where she led the way in flying from 
the fight, and so persuading the infatuated Antony to 
leave his army and join in her disgraceful escape. 

Historians have regarded this acl of Cleopatra as 
the mere cowardice of a woman who feared to look 
upon an armed conflict and join fti the din of battle. 
But she was surely made of sterner stuff. She had 
probably computed with the utmost care the chances 
of the rivals, and had made up her •mind that, in spite 
of Antony’s gallantry, his cause was lost.^ If she fought 
out the battle with her strong contingent of ships, she 
would probably fall into Octavian’s hands as a prisoner, 
and would have no choice between suicide or death in 
the Roman prison, after being exhibited to the mob in 
,Qctavian’s triumph. There was no chance whatever that 
she would have been spared, as was her gister Arsinoe after 

^ Plutarch Anf. 54-8. Cf. Lumbroso Egitto p. 135, on Calvisius* 
falsehoods. 

* Dion says (li. 15) that Ai^tony was of the same opinion, and went 
into the battle intending to fly ; but this does not agree with his 
character or with the facts. 
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Julius Caesar’s triumph, nor would such clemency be less 
hateful than death. But there was still a chance, if 
Antony were kille^ or taken prisoner, that she might 
negotiate with the victor as queen of Egypt, with her 
fleet, army, and treasures intact, and who could tell 
what effect her charms, though now full ripe, might 
have upon the conqueror ? Two great Romans had yielded 
to her, why not the third, who seemed a smaller man ? 

This view implies that she was already false to 
Antony, and it may well be asked how sucli a charge is 
compatible with the affecting scenes which followed at 
Alexandria, where her policy seemed defeated by her 
passion, and she felt her old love too strong even for 
her heartless ambition ? I will say in answer that there is 
no more frequent anomaly in the psychology of female 
love, than# a strong passion coexisting with selfish ambi- 
tion, so that each^.takes the lead in turn, nay, even the 
consciousness of treachery may so intensify the passion 
as to make a woman embrace with keener transports the 
lover whom she has betrayed, than one whom she has no 
thought of surrendering.^ There are moreover in these 
tragedies unexpected accidents, which so affect even the 
hardest nature, that calculations are cast aside, and the old 
loyalty resumes a temporary sway. Nor must we fail to 

^ This mixture of contrasted feelings has been noticed long ago by 
Des Cartes : Par exemple, lorsqu'un mari pleiire sa femme mortCf 
laquelle [ainsi qu'il arrive quelquefois) il serait fdchS de voir ressuscitee^ 
il se pent faire que son cocur est serrJ par la tristesse que Vappareil des 
funerailles et Vabsefue d tine personne d la conversation de laquelle it • 
itait accoutumi excitent en lui, et il se peut que quelques restes amour 
ou de pitU qui se prlse^tent d son imagination tirent de veritables larmes 
de ses j/eux, nonobstant quHl sente cependant une joie seerHe dans le plus 
intirieur de son dme^ pimotion de laquelle a tant de pouvoir^ que la 
tristesse et les larmes qui V accompagnef it ne peuvent rien diminuer de sa 
force {Passions de rdme, ii. art. cxlvii.) 



478 


THE EMPIRE Of THE PTOLEMIES 


CHAP. 


insist again upon the traditions wherein this last Cleopatra 
was born and bred. She came from a stock whose women 
played with love and with life as jf they were mere 
counters. To hesitate whether such a scion of such a 
house would have delayed to discard Antony and to assume 
another passion, is to show small appreciation of the effects 
of heredity and of example. Dion tells us^ that she 
arrived in Alexandria before the news of her defeat, pre- 
tended a victory, and took the occasion of committing 
many murder's, in order to get rid of secret opponents, and 
also to gather wealth by confiscation of their goods. For 
both she, and Antony, who carrw;' along the coast of Libya, 
seem still to have thought of defending the inaccessible 
Egypt, and making terms for themselves and their children 
with the conqueror. But Antony’s efforts completely failed ; 
no one would rally to his standard. And meanwhile the false 
queen had begun to send presents to Caesar, and encour- 
age him to treat with her. But when he bluntly proposed 
to her to murder Antony as the pric^ of her reconciliation 
with himself, and when he even declared by proxy that he 
was in love with her, he clearly made a rash move in this 
game of diplomacy, though Dion*-^ says^he persuaded her of 
his love, and that accordingly she betrayed to him the 
fortress of Pelusium, the key of the country. Dion also 
differs from Plutarch in repeatedly ascribing to Octavian 
great anxiety to secure the treasures which Cleopatra had 
with her, and which she was likely to destroy by fire, if 
driven to despair. 

§ 278. The historian may well leave to the biographer, 
nay to the poet, the affecting details of •Ihe closing scenes 
of Cleopatra’s life. In the fourth and fifth acts of Antony 
and Cleopatra^ Shakespeare has reproduced every detail of 
1 li. 5. 2 li. g. 
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Plutarch’s narrative, which was drawn from that of her 
physician Olynipos,^ Her fascinations were not dead, for 
they swayed Dolab^lla to play false to his master so far as 
to warn her of his intentions, and leave her time for her 
dignified and royal end. But if these Hellenistic queens 
knew how to die, they kneW not how to live. Even the 
penultimate scene of the tragedy, when she presents an 
inventory of her treasures to Octavian, and is charged by 
her steward with dishonesty, shows her in uncivilised 
violence striking the man in the face, and bursting into 
indecent fury, such as an Athenian, still less a Roman, 
matron would have been.t ashamed to exhibit. Nor is 
there any reason to doubt the genuineness of this scene, 
though we must not be weary of cautioning ourselves 
against the hostile witnesses who have reported to us 
her life. Jhey praise nothing in her but her bewitching 
presence, and her rpajestic death. 

After her repast, Cleopatra sent to Caesar a letter which 
she had written and sealed ; and, putting every body out of 
the monument but her two women, she shut the doors. Caesar, 
opening her letter, and finding pathetic prayers and entreaties 
that she might be buried in the same tomb with Antony, sOon 
guessed what was doiflg. At first he was going himself in all 
haste, but, changing his mind, he sent others to see. The 
thing had been quickly done. The messengers came at full 
speed, and found the guards apprehensive of nothing ; but on 
opening the doors, they saw her stone-dead, lying upon a bed 
of gold, set out in all her royal ornaments. Iras, one of her 
women, lay dying at her feet, and Charmion, just ready to 
fall, scarce able to hold up her head, was adjusting her 
mistress’s diadem. And when one that came in said angrily* ‘ 
‘Was this well doi^e of your lady, Charmion?’ ‘Perfectly 
well,’ she answered, ‘and as became the daughter of so 
many kings ’ ; and as she said this, she fell down dead by the 
bedside. ' 


^ Antony 82. 
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§ 279. Even the hostile accounts cannot conceal from 
us that both in physique and in intellect she was a very 
remarkable figure, exceptional in her own, exceptional 
had she been born in any other, age. She is a speaking 
instance of the falsehood of a prevailing belief, that the 
intermarriage of near relations invariably produces a 
decadence in the human race. The whole dynasty of the 
Ptolemies contradicts this current theory, and exhibits in 
the last of the series the most signal exception. Cleopatra 
VI. was desdbnded from many generations of breeding -in, 
of which four exhibit marriages of full brother and sister. And 
yet she was deficient in no quaUty physical, or intellectual, 
which goes to make up a well-bred and well -developed 
human being. Her morals were indeed those of her 
ancestors, and as bad as could be, but I am not aware that 
it is degeneration in this direction which is assuiped by the 
theory in question, except as a consequence of physical 
decay. Physically, however, Cleopatra was perfect. She 
was not only beautiful but prolific, and retained her vigour, 
and apparently her beauty, to the time of her death, when 
she was nearly forty years old. 

§ 280. Though the dynasty closes with Cleopatra, we 
must not omit to notice the fortunes of her children. If 
there be one redeeming point about her character, it is 
her constant love and care for Caesarion, her eldest and 
Caesar’s son, whom she associated with her in the sovran ty, 
whose figure she engraved on the national monuments, 
whose life and interests she strove to safeguard in every 
extremity. Nor do we hear that she ever diminished his 
claims in the interests of Antony’s childlfen, who might well 
have shown some jealousy of the young prince. Caesarion 
is one of those figures a.bout whom we^'should gladly learn 
more, but about whom history preserves an obstinate silence. 
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It is a case like that of the son of Alexander the Great and 
Roxane, whose life is hidden from us, though his titles to 
fame are not only his superb origin, but the gigantic heritage 
of which he was defrauded, and the captivity and early death 
to which his bitterest foe consigned him. Yet who had 
better claims to be knowr! of all men than the young 
Alexander ? So it is with Caesarion. He had reached an 
age when several of his dynasty had not only sat upon the 
throne, but led armies, begotten children, and engaged in 
councils of state. ^ Yet not one word of his appearance, of 
his habits, of his betrothal in marriage to any princess, is 
recorded. We are only t(^d by Dion that upon their final 
return to Alexandria, Antony and Cleopatra had his eldest 
son Antyllus (Antonius), and her eldest Caesarion, declared 
ephebt^ that the populace might regard them as men, fit to 
rule if agy casualty removed their parents. This, he 
adds, was the cai}se of both their deaths at Octavian’s 
hands. 

§ 281. When the day of Actium had made Octavian 
master of the Mediterranean, Cleopatra’s first thought was 
of the Red Sea and the far Ethiopian lands, whither many 
expeditions had gone from Egypt, and which seemed to 
promise a safe refuge from the turmoils of the Hellenistic 
and Roman worlds. 

When Antony came into Africa, he sent on Cleopatra from 
Paraetonium into Egypt, and staid himself in the most entire 
solitude that he could desire, roaming and wandering about 
with only ^wo friends, one a Greek, Aristocrates, a rhetorician, 
and the other a Roman, Lucilius, of whom we have elsewhere^ 
spoken, how, at Philippi, to give Brutus time to escape, fie 
suffered himself to %e taken by the pursuers, pretending he was 
Brutus. Antony gave him his life, and on this account he 
remained true and faithful to him to the last. 

^ But see the third note on p. 491. 

2 1 
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But when even the officer who commanded for him in Africa, 
to whose care he had committed all his forces there, took them 
over to Caesar, he resolved to kill himself, but was hindered by 
his friends ; and coming to Alexandria,/ he found Cleopatra 
busied in a most bold and wonderful enterprise. Over the 
small space of land which divides the Red Sea from the sea 
near Egypt, which may be considered also the boundary be- 
tween Asia and Africa, and in the narrowest place is not much 
above three hundred furlongs across, over this neck of land 
Cleopatra had formed a project of dragging her fleet, and 
setting it afloat in the Arabian Gulf, thus to secure herself a 
home with her- soldiers and her treasure on the other side, where 
she might live in peace, far away from war and slavery. But 
the first galleys which were carried over being burnt by the 
Arabians of Petra, and Antony nc^ knowing but that the army 
before Actium still held together, she desisted from her enter- 
prise, and gave orders for the fortifying of all the approaches to 
Egypt. But Antony, leaving the city and the conversation of 
his friends, built him a dwelling-place in the water, near Pharos, 
upon a little mole which he cast up in the sea, 'and there, 
secluding himself from the company of mankind, said he 
desired nothing but to live the life of Timon ; as indeed, his 
case was the same, and the ingratitude and injuries which he 
suffered from those he had esteemed his friends, made him hate 
and mistrust all mankind. 

It seems from this narrative that the canal of Phil- 
adelphus was no longer passable for ships, and this again 
suggests that the later Ptolemies had found the desert roads ,, 
to the Nile (from Berenike and Myos Hormos to Koptos) 
more practical than the dangerous navigation of the Red 
Sea.^ Presently she sent away her son Caesarion, now a lad 
of 1 7 years, to the far Berenike, to hide him from his enemies 
t under the care of his tutor. But this faithless knave, that 
he might curry favour with the conquercr, brought the lad 

^ Above, § 84. Dion speaks of the fleet which the Arabs burned 
being built on the Red Sea coast, not transported from the Medi- 
terranean. 
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back, when Octavian cruelly put him to death. ^ The 
conqueror acknowledged then the asserted parentage of 
the divine Juliils, and could not brook in the world a nearer 
heir to the great Dictator. 

As we hear that he only put to death one son of Antony, 
Antyllus (who had been defclared a hereditary prince), the 
rest remain to be accounted for. But history tells us nothing 
of their fate save that the young princess, called Cleopatra 
after her mother, was married to Juba, the literary king 
of Mauretania, a friend and companion in arms of 
Octavian, who came with him to Egypt, and was probably 
struck with her beauty ^and impressed with the great 
traditions of her race. Dion adds that Octavian allowed 
Juba and his wife to carry off her two brothers, Alexander 
and Ptolemy, with them to their African home. 

§ 28^ In his settlement of Egypt, Augustus acknow- 
ledged fully the pr/ictical wisdom of the Ptolemies in their 
treatment of the country. It has been said that they 
considered it as little more than a huge private estate, to 
be administered for the profit of the owner. If so, Augustus, 
when he had conquered Cleopatra, took over her property as 
belonging to him personally. He gave the Senate no control 
of it whatever ; he would not even allow a single senator to 
visit the country, without a personal passport from himself. 
All the treasure which he found heaped up there by Cleo- 
patra, all the yearly income in corn and money, he added 
to his private fortune. But we do not hear that he found 
abuses to rectify, or antiquated arrangements to annul. 
Though in all the crowd of business papyri in our museurasj 
• 

^ Plutarch {.Antony 81) charges the tutor of Antyllus, Theodoros, with 
the murder of this boy, v/hom he betrayed to the soldiers (what soldiers ?). 
He adds that it was the epigram of Areios, o<)k iyadbp vdKvKatffaplff, 
which cost Caesarion his life. 
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hardly one, so far as I know, comes to us from this genera- 
tion — a strange accident — ^yet we are justified in saying that 
all the internal administration remained as it had been 
under the Ptolemies, nay even the building of temples to 
the local gods whom the Romans did not know, went on 
as systematically under the Ca'esars as it had done under 
the Ptolemies. The names of all the emperors down to 
Decius are found contorted into hieroglyphics at Esneh and 
at Dendera. The Alexandrians are left without a free con- 
stitution. The imperial control of science and letters is not 
changed. It was from Alexandria that Caesar had borrowed 
the great reform of the Calendar, i^^ill called after his name 
it was from Alexandria that he imported the surveyors, who 
were to make a scientific inventory of the great Estate 
called the Roman Empire. It was from Alexandria that 
the whole financial administration was borrowed, a»d applied 
to all the imperial domains throughout tjie Empire. ^ The 
free distribution of corn, so notorious at Rome in the 
Gracchan times, was probably an Alexandrian benevolence 
of the Ptolemies copied by Roman demagogues. Nay 
more, there are evidences that not a few Hellenistic features 
of etiquette found their way to Rom^ from the court of 
Alexandria. For the etiquette of the Ptolemies was a reflex 
of the old splendour of the Macedonian Conqueror, and 
there is no doubt that even still Alexander was regarded 
as the ideal of everything that was imperial. Augustus 
was far more ready to copy Alexander than to copy 
Caesar. 

• • But these things are beyond the limits assigned to this 
history. The bare mention of them, however, is not out of 
place as an apologia for the sovrans whom modern historians 

^ Cf. above, appendix to Chapter VI., for the*details in the Canopus 
decree of 238 B.c. * Mommsen J^G v. 560. 
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have called a set of idle and vicious despots. Strabo found 
the country not recovering from the exhaustion of Ptolemaic 
oppressors under ^the beneficent sway of Augustus, but 
enjoying peace, and flourishing with plenty under the new 
government which had charged nothing beyond substituting 
the iimneror^s viceroy for the old royalty. 

§ 283. If then the rule of the Ptolemies was a centralised 
despotism, where the interests of the Crown were every- 
thing, and those of the people nothing, it must at least be 
admitted that there never was a more intelligent despotism, 
or one which understood more clearly that the interests of 
the one cannot be secured without consulting those of the 
other. If the taxes levied by the Ptolemies seem enormous, 
I have produced evidence ^ to show that those exacted from 
Palestine by the Seleukids were apparently as exorbitant ; 
there rerflains also this curious negative evidence to ex- 
culpate the Ptolemies, that in the scores of papyri treating 
of the local administration, among the many complaints 
and petitions addressed to the Crown, we have not found 
a single protest that the burden of taxation was intolerable, 
or that the State exacted its debts with cruelty and injustice. 
It may be urged that the native Egyptians were, like the 
Syrians, patientissimum genus hominum ; but how does this 
agree with the obstinate insurrections against such of the 
Ptolemies as strained their power, and alienated the senti- 
ments of their subjects? For the natives had by no 
means lost that spirit of resistance to oppression, which 
leads to dangerous revolutions. Of their readiness to lay 
formal complaints before the king we have ample evidence! 
We hear indeed of petty exactions, individual acts of violence 
on the part of subordinate officials, but of any extended 
oppression, or of fhe misery consequent upon it, we have 
^ Above, § 1 17. 
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no charge, nor can we even infer it as indirectly suggested 
by our evidence. 

As it is the nature of gossip to degenerate into scandal, 
not to rise into appreciation, so it seems to be the bent of 
the later Greek historians to chronicle the vices rather than 
the virtues of men. ‘ The fierce light that beats upon the 
throne * was never fiercer than in those days of sentimental 
republicanism ; of idle regrets for imaginary liberties. If 
we had only Tacitus to tell us of the early Caesars, would 
we suspect many of them of having been wise and humane 
administrators ? Thus it may be that the recorded vices of 
the Ptolemies have so obscured fheir better qualities as to 
produce a picture permanently darkened, and which, we 
can hardly hope to clear of its ugly shadows. But the 
achievements of that dynasty cannot be set aside. They 
were the ablest, the most successful, and thefefore the 
most enduring of all the Successors of Alexander. 




COIN OF CLEOPATRA VI. 



ADDITIONAL NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS 


Page 21. The problem as to the formulae used by Phil- 
adelphus in his dating of documents is fully dffecussed in my 
Introduction to The Revenue Papyrus of Ptole^ny Philadelphus^ 
published by the Clarendon Press, 1895. 

The two dates (8th anft nth years) of Ptolemy son of 
Ptolemy found at Lissa (in Lycia) which Mr. Hicks refers to 
the third Ptolemy, I refer to the second. 

Page 30. I should’ have added to the first note, that the in- 
different i^se of X and C occurs in the well-known inscription 
from Philae of Euergetes II. (cf. § 229), and this suggests to 
me that possibly thh soldiers of this king, who went so far into 
Nubia, may be the very men who carved their names at Wadi- 
Halfa. If so it is fresh evidence of his far-reaching power. 

Page 37. The reader who desires to study the many specula- 
tions on allusions in Callimachus’ hymns to contemporaneous 
events, should read Bruno Ehrlich de CalL hymnis quaest, 
chronologicae Bresla» 1894. 

Page 49. Under the events of 309 B.C. Diodorus says (xx. 
27) ‘Ptolemy king of Egypt learning that his local strategi 
(tous ISlovs o’TpaTrjyovs), or the particular strategi set over each 
city, had lost cities in Cilicia, set out with a force, and took by 
blockade Phaselis, then passing on to Lycia stormed Xanthus, 
which was garrisoned by Antigonus. Then attacking Kaunos 
he took the town, and the two citadels with their garrisons, 
the Heracleum by storm, the Persicum by the surrender of iU 
garrison. Then sailing to Kos he sent for Ptolemy the nephew 
of Antigonus, who had been entrusted by the latter with a 
command. This Ptolemy abandoned his uncle, , and came 
over to king PtolAny, sailing from Chalcis to Kos. At first 
the king treated him well, but seeing him set up, and seducing 



4S8 


THE EMPIRE Of* THE PTOLEMIES , 


the officers by talk and bribes to make a party of his own, he 
determined to forestall him, and made him drink hemlock ; 
his forces he beguiled with fair promises (SrjfJLayiayqcras) and 
persuaded them to be embodied among ^his own troops.^ It 
appears from an inscription at Kos (Paton No. 52) that 
Kaunos was henceforth governed for Egypt by a local 
jSao-tAcus. We also know that f hilocles, king of Sidon, acted 
as (TTparrjyos for Ptolemy in this campaign. 

Idtd. The murder of Cleopatra may not have taken place 
till 308 B.C. Gutschmid notes that her sister Thessalonika 
(after whom the well-known city, now Salonika, was called) was 
still alive and fhe wife of Casander. She did not die till 296 B.C. 

Page 79. The resolutions of the artists of Ptolemais have 
been printed by E. Miller in BCH ix. 137 sgfg. 

Page 87. It appears from Mr. ^Poole’s researches, that the 
coinage of Ptolemy Soter shows three marked stages ; one 
according to the Attic standard, then a lighter one according 
to the Rhodian, followed by a still lighter drachme, to corre- 
spond with the Phoenician. This downward scal^ is not in 
quality of silver, but in weight. It has been held by some 
that these successive stages in lightening tfie coins point to an 
appreciation of silver during this reign. Political and com- 
mercial reasons afford a far better explapation. After starting 
with the Attic standard, as that of the highest traditions, 
Ptolemy probably found the Rhodian commerce and the 
Rhodian bankers so much more important that it was both an 
inconvenience and a loss to maintain a«y but the Rhodian 
standard. Later in his reign, we find Syrian policy becoming 
the uppermost in his mind ; perhaps also he desired closer 
relations with the Eastern powers and their trade, and so was 
induced to pay the Phoenicians a very solid compliment. But 
these are as yet only conjectures. 

Page 106. Regarding the partial abdication of Ptolemy 
Soter, an inscription printed by Dittenberger SylL i. 249, 
<‘6ptaining an honorary decree of this very date at Athens 
(prob. 287 B.C.) has Sc irpo^^rov /Saankea rov 

Tp€(rf 3 vr€pov IlToAc/Aaiov, which seems to me to imply that he 
was still alive, and still regarded as king together with his son. 

Page 1 1 5. Bruno Ehrlich {de Callim, ftymnis etc. p. 7) in 
discussing the date of Callimachus* hymn to Zeus^ and the 
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meaning of the various veiled flatteries therein contained, holds 
that while Keraunos was reconciled with his brother as soon 
as he had seized the crown of Macedon (Justin xvii. 2, § 9), 
the others remain^ in Egypt, and did not begin their con- 
spiracies till after the king’s second marriage, which he thinks 
caused all manner of plots on the part of the first queen 
Arsinoe. He thinks the hymn,^^hich commemorates the ac- 
cession to power of Zeus, who 'Was not the eldest brother, was 
written about 283 B.C., before Philadelphus’ reconciliation with 
Keraunos, before the revolt of his brothers, and before even the 
first marriage of Philadelphus, which he (most improbably) puts 
in 281 B.C., and after the death of King Ly^machus. Any 
jone who reads his careful essay will see how confused the 
whole matter is made by the speculations of the learned. To 
base arguments upon the veracity of a court poet is of course 
absurd ; to determine a priori his amount of tact is nearly as 
absurd, for he may have found out beforehand how much the 
king would tolerate. 

Page ^22, Far fiom desiring to support Pyrrhus against 
Rome, it was apparently in 274 B.C. that Ptolemy sent an 
embassy to congra'tulate the Romans upon their success, and 
to make alliance with them. The embassy, received with 
great distinction by t^e Romans, was followed by a counter- 
embassy to Alexandria, and it is stated by Pliny {HN xxxiii. 
3, 1 3) that it was from this visit that the Romans learned (in 
269 B.c.) to coin silver, called consular denarii. This inter- 
change of civilities, which secured the neutrality of Philadelphus 
in the ensuing first Punic War, when the Carthaginians sought 
a loan from him, is mentioned by Livy Epit, xiv ; Val. Max. 
iv. 3 ; Dio Cass. Frag. 147 and Sicilica fr. i. 

Page 127. Regarding the great temple of Isis at Philae, 
which was begun, though apparently not finished, by Phil- 
adelphus, it is not certain that it was founded late in his reign : 
there is even an argument against a late date to be drawn from 
the Aswin stele commented on in § 235. It appears from 
this stele that Ptglemy II. must have ordained the association 
of the Ptolemies with the local god Chnum or Chnubo, who 
was identified with Amon, and had a temple there. The fact 
that the series appears to start from the gods Adelphi, omitting 
Alexander and the gods Soteres, points to the probability that 
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at the time of the foundation, Soter had not been formally 
deified. In this case the temple would have had its foundation 
before L27 oi Philadelphus. 

The worship of Isis, the Egyptian dei^ specially favoured 
by this king, is shown not only by his cartouche (on which 
he appears as beloved of Isis) but by this temple, and one 
of far greater splendour which he built to her in the Delta, 
not far from Sebennytus, known as the temple of Hebt, 
and by the Romans as the Iseum. The ruins and rubbish 
cover 400 paces in circumference (cf. Baedeker’s Lower Egypt 
P. 441). 

These Egy^ian foundations — we can also attribute to him 
a consecration of himself and his descendants as Oeol o-vvvaoi 
with Amon at Thebes — show that ^e king was not absolutely 
devoted to a Hellenistic policy in Egypt. Indeed apart from 
his general character, and his displays at Alexandria, we can 
only point to his restoration of the Hellenion at Naukratis as 
indicating special favours to the old Greek population in Egypt. 

Page 150. The friendly relations of Ptolemy t II. with 
Athens are not only attested by the statues of him and his wife 
which Pausanias saw at Athens, but by many gifts of various 
kinds, for which the Athenian gratitude was shown, no doubt, 
by honorary decrees. Unfortunately all /he material evidences 
of these things are lost, nor do I know of a single Ptolemaic 
inscription found at Athens. There were tribes for some time 
at Athens called IlroAc/iats and BcpeviKis, the former in 
honour of the 2nd Ptolemy (according* to Pausanias), but 
whether the other was established in honour of the ist or 
3rd queen we do not know. 

Page 152. The inscriptions of the artists of Dionysus 
(above p. 79) speak of a worship of the gods Adel phi at 
Ptolemais, and during their reign. If Ptolemy Soter was not 
deified till ^27 of the reign, then Ptolemy II. went to Upper 
Egypt earlier, for even at Philae the priests of Chnum are 
priests of the gods Adelphi etc., but not of the gods Soteres. 

Page 1 7 1. I think that 247 B.C. is the preferable date for 
the battle of Andros, and that it was probably in consequence 
of it that Philadelphus was able to grant cities like Telmessus 
to a Syrian grandee, who had helped his c^se. This person, 
Ptolemy son of Lysimachus, controlled the town in the 7th 
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year of Euergetes ; cf. BCH xiv. 162. Ptolemy son of Ptolemy 
in that inscription is surely the second Ptolemy, nor am I 
aware that any other Ptolemy was so entitled without further 
specification. • 

Page 1 8 1 . The term iirLfxekrjTr'j^, at least in Rhodian Greek, 
meant clearly a Special Commissioner or Resident, sent* to a 
foreign city under Rhodian chntrol^ to watch its loyalty, and to 
act as umpire in local disputes. It was a vaguer term than 
most of those quoted in the text, and implied general authority 
from the commissioning power (cf. Holleaux in BC/f xvii. 56). 
Whether this was so in Egypt seems doubtful. 

Page 188. The arguments I have brought forward on the 
succes?ion of Ptolemy III. to the sovranty of Cyrene in my 
Introduction to The Revenue Papyrus are against the alteration 
of the date of Magas’ deatR, and make it more certain that the 
crisis in Cyrene was not 250, but 258-7 B.C. 

Page 1 96. The delay of Euergetes’ marriage, after he had 
obtained the royalty of Cyrene, and indeed the lateness of his 
marriage^have been the main difficulty in accepting the chron- 
ology which I have preferred. But this very difficulty has 
suggested to me important fact hitherto overlooked. It 
was not the habit of Ptolemaic crown princes to get married 
before they succeeded to their throne. This is so in the case of 
Philadelphus, of Euergetes I., of Philopator, of Euergetes II., 
negatively of Caesarion, and probably of the other princes who 
had attained puberty before their fathers died. There must 
have been some law or tradition of the old Pharaonic royalty 
on account of which the wife of a prince royal could not be 
elevated to the dignity of reigning queen. For no mere accident 
can account for this strange absence of married crown princes. 
Thus Berenike II. was probably not made queen of Egypt till 
Philadelphus, her father-in-law, was dead, and the veracity of 
the Coma Berenices as to her recent marriage in 246 B.c. may 
be admitted. 

Page 253. Upon the whole character of this army we 
still read with pjpfit Droysen de Lagidarum regno^ etc. in his 
Kleine Schriften ii. in sq. He maintains (against Letronne) 
the right sense of KaroiKoi, which cannot mean natives, as 
Revillout has recently translated it. 

Page 271, note i. The inscription in question is however 
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dated the 7th year of Euergetes I., and applies to Telmessus; 
cf. BCH xiv. 162. There is also a text from Eriza, which 
was on the inner frontier of Lycia and Caria, which may 
date from this reign, and shows that \he sway of Egypt 
extended up to the mountain passes at least. Cf. BCH xv. 
556* ot €v TT/t TTcpt Eptfav vTTapvtat I <f>vXaKLraL Kai oi Kar- 
OLKOVVT€S I €V Mo^OV7roX.€L Kai KpidiVirfi I M.7)V(o8opOV Zr)$OV 
ASpap.vTT'qvov | Tov cttl twv irpocro^inv 8ia Tr)V | Trpos a[vTOVS 
€v]uoLav Kai ... V. Berard, the editor, absurdly supposes 
that this officer was a tcAwvt/s. 

Page 296. Droysen de Lag. regno § 30 endeavours to get 
rid of the diffiAilties regarding Lepidus^ tutorship by referring it 
to a later senator of the name, and making his duties apply 
not to Epiphanes, but to Philometor, in 180 B.c. This escape 
does not appear to me satisfactory ^cf. Mommsen RG i. 699). 
I think Livy xlii. 6 Alexandriam iidem \legati'\ ad Ptolemaeum 
renovandae amicitiae causa projicisci iussi [173 B.c.] would be 
absurd, if the king had been under Roman tutelage. In 
Polybius xxviii. i, Lepidus appears as the adviser Rome, 
while Q. Marcius settles the dispute. 

Page 300. Something may here be adtied concerning the 
campaign of Antiochus with his fleet to the coast of Asia 
Minor in 197 B.C. Having secured Co^le- Syria, he next pro- 
ceeded to take the coast cities, sending a land-army to Sardis 
to await him. But as he was besieging Coracesium, after 
subduing a number of strongholds and cities on his way, he 
was met by a bold ultimatum from the dlhodians, that they 
would resist him if he came westwards of the Chelidonian isles. 
This they did in the interest of Rome, to prevent any junction 
with Philip. But when the battle of Cynoscephalae had pre- 
vented this danger, they contented themselves with saving 
from Antiochus the Ptolemaic cities. Livy says their help 
and advice were the cause of liberty to Kaunos, Myndos, 
Halicarnassos, and Samos, though they are described as in 
^ci.one Ptoletnaei. 

Page 306. It was apparently at this time ^at the Rhodians, 
being allowed to acquire a Peraea by Rome, bought from 
Ptolemy’s generals the town of Kaunos for 200 talents. This 
town they had saved from Antiochus III.* in 197 B.C., and 
were the cause of its liberty. Now, about 189 B.C., they 
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bought it for themselves. This is shown by Holleaux BCH 
xvli. 56, who aptly quotes Appian Mith. 23 Kavvioi vTroTcXets 

‘PoStOtS CTTt TOV 'A.VriO'XpV TTokcfJLOV y€v6fJL€VOl, 

Page 335. The ^quel of the quotation ‘to meet Antiochus 
. . should perhaps have been quoted, if it were only for 
the sake of Naukratis. 

‘ ^\^lile Antiochus was oceupying Egypt, he was visited by 
the Greek envoys sent to conclu'de terms of peace. He re- 
ceived them courteously, devoted the first day to giving them 
a splendid entertainment, and on the next granted them an 
interview, and bade them deliver their instructions. The first 
to speak were the Achaeans; the next the Athenian Demaratus, 
and after him Eudemus of Miletus. And as the occasion and 
subject of their speeches were the same, the substance of them 
was also nearly identical. »They all laid the blame of what 
had occurred on Eulaeus, and referring to Ptolemy’s youth 
and his relationship to himself, they entreated the king to lay 
aside his anger. Thereupon Antiochus, after acknowledging 
the general truth of their remarks, and even supporting them 
by additional arguments of his own, entered upon a defence of 
the justice of his original demands. He attempted to establish 
the claim of the king of Syria on Coele-Syria, “ insisting upon 
the fact that Antigonus, the founder of the Syrian kingdom, 
exercised authority in \hat country ; and referring to the formal 
cession of it to Seleucus, after the death of Antigonus, by the 
sovereigns of Macedonia. Next he dwelt on the last conquest 
of it by his father AjUtiochus ; and finally he denied that any 
such agreement was made between the late king Ptolemy and 
his father as the Alexandrian ministers asserted, to the effect 
that Ptolemy was to take Coele-Syria as a dowry when he 
married Cleopatra, the mother of the present king.” Having 
by these arguments not only persuaded himself, but the envoys 
also, of the justice of his claim, he sailed down the river to 
Naucratis. There he treated the inhabitants with humanity, 
and gave each of the Greeks living there a gold piece, 
then advanced towards Alexandria. He told the envoys that 
he would give them an answer on the return of Aristeides and 
Thesis, whom he had sent on a mission to Ptolemy ; and he 
wished, he said, that the Greek envoys should all be cognisant 
and witnesses of their report.’ 
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I think this passage proves that the Greek population of 
Naukratis was small, and in the midst of a native population. 
For however ostentatious Antiochus IV. may have been, he 
would hardly throw away any large parti of his war-chest in 
Egypt at that moment. 

Page 337. It is to be noted that these two kings did not 
give their dates separately, as, for example, Cleopatra III. and 
Alexander I. did in subsequent times, but that they and their 
sister were together called the gods Philometores, and appear to 
have begun their joint dating afresh from the time of the com- 
promise. It was not till Euergetes was cast out that Philo- 
metor resumed his dating from his own accession. 

Ibid. It is not without great reluctance that I differ 
from my friend Professor Wilcken’s reconstruction of this com- 
plicated war. I take the course ^f events to be probably as 
follows, premising that none of our authorities is aware (so 
far as I know') of more than two invasions of Egypt by 
Antiochus Epiphanes. I regard the first invasion (172-0) to 
have had two stages or acts ; first comes the battle at 
Pelusium, and defeat of Philometor. It seems to** me most 
probable that it was in his first despair at <ihis defeat that the 
youth gave up all hopes of reigning, and set off to live a life of 
seclusion in Samothrace. Thus Antiochus for the moment 
found Egypt without a king, and advanced to Memphis. 
Meanwhile two new events altered all his plans. He seems to 
have got possession of Philometor on sea by means of his now 
superior fleet, and the young king was ^probably brought to 
him at Memphis or Pelusium. At the same time the 
Alexandrians, learning of their king’s flight, at once set up 
Euergetes II. in his place. Thus Antiochus found himself on 
the one hand baulked of his prize, so far as he seemed to 
have conquered Egypt, and on the other he had in his hands 
the strongest card he could play against the new boy-king. He 
now proclaimed that his object was to bring back Philometor 

his rightful throne. This was the excuse he publicly gave 
(i) for continuing his occupation of Egypt,^ (2) for advancing 
upon Alexandria. His pretext reducendi regis does not imply 
that he went home and came back again. Euergetes tried, 
with his usual vigc^r, a div|5rsion with his fleet at Pelusium, and 
had he succeeded Antiochus might have found his retreat cut 
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off. But by a naval victory Antiochus kept his communica- 
tions open, and proceeded to besiege Alexandria. Whether 
all the Greek embassies which came to treat with him came 
now or upon his renewed invasion I cannot tell. Probably 
they offered mediation on both occasions. But though 
Euergetes was besieged in Alexandria, the Syrian army was 
probably too small for a regular investment, and very possibly 
the jew i in Egypt may have indi!iced the Jews in Palestine to 
threaten Antiochus* retreat. At all events he was obliged to 
retire, leaving Philometor at Memphis as nominal king, and 
garrisoning strongly the frontier fort of Pelusium. On his way 
home he paid his first hostile visitation to Jerujj^lem. All this 
ended in 169 B.c. at latest. The remainder of the story, the 
reconciliation of the brothers, the renewed invasion, and the 
interference of the Romany are not matters of dispute. 

Page 372. In corroboration of my favourable estimate of 
the character of Philometor, I will here quote a text found at 
Delos, and published in BCH xiii. 231. It is a dedication to 
show the gratitude of certain Egyptians. 

[cTTCt] • IlToAc/AatOS ^OXT, OtTtOS Ktti Kttl TTaVTlDV 

av^pojTTcuv €Trorj(raro ttjv tc icat rrjv €Lfyrjvyjv 

Kara wavra )(/o>/(ra/A€Vos rots Trpay/xaort irpoai* 

[/)ov/x€]vos cv ots fiaXiOTa xapL(€crdai P(i>)[>tatots, ottws ovv Kai 
OL (rvixp.a\'i](ravT€S [ci*] KvTrpwt jSao'tAet IlToAc/Aatwi /cat /xcre- 
(tExj/I-otcs twv €v6o^a>v /ctA. 

It is hardly possible to refer this inscription to any other 
time and circumstances than the last struggle for Cyprus 
between Philometor® and Euergetes II., when Philometor used 
his victory so moderaiely and generously. This text seems 
to contrast his mildness by implication with the cruelty and 
harshness of his brother. It also corroborates what some 
historians have said regarding his fear of further Roman inter- 
ference. 

IbicL There is also another vaguer and more indirect 
testimony to the king’s urbanity to Greek people in an inscrig- 
tion recently found at Delphi and published in BCH xviii. 
251, by M. Loii?s Couve. In it a certain Seleukos son of 
Bithys is granted privileges etc. for his hospitalities to the 
Delphian embass)^ which went to this Ptolemy. The same 
Seleukos was afterwards governor of Cyprus, under the succeed- 
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ing Ptolemy (C/Cr 2622), but near the beginning of his reign, , 
when the two Cleopatras are named with him. 

Pages 391 and 393 note i. I have refrained from drawing any 
very decided conclusions regarding the forti^es of Cleopatra II. 
from the evidence before us, which is almost altogether derived 
from the dating of demotic papyri, with two or three Greek 
documents. Letronne, Lepsius and Revillout have all assumed 
that when one Cleopatra appears, after the year 1 40 at all events, 
it must mean the younger queen, the king’s niece, but that 
whenever two appear, as they often do, specified as his sister 
and his wife, we have a moment when his divorced sister was 
again recognised. Thus they have attempted to frafne a 
history of this oscillation between one queen and two, which I 
think quite unwarranted. Here is the sort of evidence given 
by Revillout {RE iii. 6, note) : Cleopatra II. had been, he says, 
associated with her first husband Philometor in Zi 16-21 of lus 
reign. But already in the 29th (really the 4th) of Euergetes we 
already find two Cleopatras following his name. This then 
seems to prove his second marriage as having taken place 
within four years of his ultimate accession upon his' brother’s 
death. But the very next year {L 30) tve find only one 
Cleopatra in a protocol. ZI34 again gives us two, £135 only 
one,*”Z: 37 again two, L 40-45 only one. From Zi 46 on to the 
end of his reign, both queens appear. Dhring the gap L 40-46 
he was expelled from Egypt, and yet during this period Theban 
contracts mention him with one Cleopatra, in this case surely 
the reigning queen Cleopatra II. There are even certain 
documents dated in the reign of Cleopatra only, year 2, which 
Revillout now justly attributes to the reign of Cleopatra II., 
when her husband was exiled {RE vi. 154 ; vii. 40). One of 
these in Greek says ti/s rapaxrjs iravo-ajutviys, at Thebes, so 
that her accession was probably accompanied with disturbances 
even in the upper country. 

But I feel certain from the perpetual changing from one to 
t^vro queens, that we have before us mere inaccuracies of the 
scribes, who copied sometimes from an earlier document with 
one queen, sometimes from one with two. Vhese inaccuracies 
may fairly be inferred from the frequent mistakes in the titles 
of kings and queens that we can still detect,^ Thus ^bilometor 
and his wife are addressed both as Seoi evxapurroi (Paris 
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,Pap. 29, 12), and apparently as 0 €oi fieyaXoi ev€py^rai on 
an in^riptiqn of Methana. In two hieroglyphic inscriptions 
at ,Ombos, Cleopatra III. and Berenike III. are called 6 €a 
#tAa 5 eA<^os and ^ikoiraruipf and the latter in a Leyden 
papyrui" Bia Soter II. is called Philadelphus 

(Letronrie i. 64). We seem to find that any of the titles of 
the preceding sovrans might be applied to any king or queen, 
by way of politeness. 

The variations in the lists concerning Eupator are well 
known ; we have moreover cases 141 sq,) where the 

lists of Ptolemaic Oeol (rvvvaoi are shortened ; we have a priest 
bf Soter and Epiphanes who appears, not oi\Jy on contracts 
of’ the years 6, ii, 23 of Philometor, but in a Greek text. 
Another Greek text (ibid. p. 1 43) gives us the deified kings in 
wrong order, placing Phiiometor, then reigning, after Soter, 
and the priestess with like disorder in the queens she serves. 

These facts lead me to mistrust these strings of titles, 
unless there be Independent evidence to corroborate their 
variations. 

Page % 47 . It should be said here in connexion with § 262, 
that it was probably during Pompey^s preparation for the war 
that he sent his son Cnaeus to visit Egypt and bring up sub- 
sidies of ships and money. At this time Pompeys name was so 
great in the East that his ultimate success against Caesar must 
have seemed certain. Then it was (49 B.C.) that Cleopatra 
sought to fascinate the elder son of the future lord of the 
Roman empire. This stoiy was so probable that it was easy 
to invent, and we* have no better evidence for it than the 
allusions of Plutarch. Cn. Pompey was killed at the battle of 
Munda in 45 B.C. 
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Achaeus of Asia Minor, uncle of 
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‘A.D.C.’ (<rwyttaro 0 i 5 Xa/:ey), ‘Body- 
guards ’ of Alexander the Great, 
22, 24, 214 

Adelphi, gods, 139, 192, 229, 233, 

316, 399. 489* 490 

Aden, straits of, 215 
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Agemai royal guard, 252 
Agesilaos, king of Sparta, 20Z 
Agis, king of Sparta, Plutarch's 
Life of, 221 sq, 

Agrianes, bowmen, 256 
Alban Mount, 435 
Alcithus of Aegium, 335 . 
Alexander the Great (III. of Mace- 
don), cartouche of, 1 ; his con- 
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visits Naukratis, 10 ; choice of 
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divine origin, i2 ; his reasons 
for such claims, 13 sq. ; daring 
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tion of, 44 sq. 
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379. 391 
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development, 69 ; composite 
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•71 sq. ; Roman coins of, 75; 
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assembly, 78 ; Jews in, 86, 216, 
268 sq., 355 sq., 374, 384; 
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96 ; Necropolis of, 97 ; Library 
of, 98 sq., 389,* 454; learned 
inhabitants of, 99 sq. ; Alexander 
the Great’s body removed to, 102 
sq. ; its architectural and artistic 
beauties, 108 sq. ; Toreutic of, 
109 ; Zoological Gardens of, X17 
sq. ; com supplies of, 142 ; 
Arsinoeion at, 160 : literature 
of, 165 sq., 207 sq. \ second 
library of, C67 ; Pharos of, 185 ; 
demes of, 210 ; tumult at, on 
accession of Epiphanes, 283 sq. ; 
the popular voice at, 333 ; be- 
sieged Antiochus IV. , 335 ; 
hardships of Jews and Greeks in, 
under Euergetes Physkon, 381 
sq. , 388 ; decline of Hellenistic 
influencccin, 381 sq. ; revival of 
learning in, under Euergetes 
Physkon, 382 sq. , 399 sq. ; visited 
by Lucullus, 422 sq. ; expels 
Auletes, 430, 433 sq. ; visited 
by Diodorus Siculus, 439 sq. ; 
entered by Julius Caesar, 449 sq. ; 
triumph of Antony at, 474 ; 
subdued by Julius Caesar, 459 

Alexandrian authors and critics, 
165 sq.; their obsoleteness, 168 

Alexis, poet, ah marriage of Arsinoe 
II., 140 

Amalthea, horn of, 160 

Amastris, wife of Lysimachus, 34, 
67 
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Amenophium, the, 408 
Ammonius of Barke, 253 
friend of Alexander Bala, 

364 

heresy of, 416 • 

agent of Cleopatra VI., 461 

Amori, 12, 70, 423 ; consulted by 
Greeks, 15 ; by Alexander, 

12, 17 

Amon Ra, of Thebes, 304, 312 
Amorgos, 136 
Amyntas, 6 

Amyrtaeus, dynast, 313 
Anacleteria of Philometor, 331 
Anakreon, poet, 360 
Ananias, son Onias, 409, 4x3 
Anchtu, 3x2 

Andreas, physician of Philopator, 
258 

Andromachus of Aspendus, 252 
Andronicus, governcr of Tyre, 
42 

son of Messalamus, 356 

Andronida^the Achaean, 339 
Andros ' liberated ’ by Ptolemy 
I., 48 ; defeat of Antigonus at, 
150, 201 ; by Philadelphus at, 
171, 490 

Aniketos, steward of •Arsinoite 
nome, 414 

Antaeopolis, 361 ; temple at, 315 
Anthology, 166, x68 
Antigone, daughter of Ptolemy I., 
68 • 
Antigoneia, festival of, 335 
on Orontes, 55, 61 ; dis- 
mantled by Seleukos, 67 
Antigonus recruiting officer (?) of 
Philadelphus, 124 

Monophthalmos, flight from 

Perdikkas, 25, 28, 31 ; union 
with Cypriotes, 28 ; njost pro- 
minent of Diadochi, 34 ; grow- 
ing power of, 36 ; expulsion 
of Seleukos, 3 ^ combined 
against by Ptolemy I., Lysi- 
machus and Casander, 36; war 
with Ptolemy I. , 39^^'. , 487 sq . ; 
captures Tyre, 39; checked by 
Polykleitos, 39 ; proclaims Greek 
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liberty, 40, 44 ; expels Ptolemy I. 
from Syria, 44 ; subdues Arab 
tribes, 44 ; peace with Ptolemy I. , 
44 ; renewal of war, 48 ; obtains 
Cyprus, 50 ; assumes title of king, 
so, 493 ; invades Egypt, 54 sq, ; 
his armament, 55 ; delay of his 
> expedition, 55 ; its failure, 56 
sq. \ besieges Rhodes, 59 sq. ; 
combination of kings against 
him, 61, 63 sq. \ death at Ipsus, 
65 ; division of his empire, 66 
Antigonus Gonatas, 121^^., 124, 149 
sq., 187, i8g sq. ; victory at 
Kos, 150; defeat at Andros, 

150 

Doson, 221 sq., 243, 246, 

252 

[of Judaea], 472 

of Karystos, 208 

Antinoopolis, 185 
Antioch, 67, 69, 154, 346, 412 ; 
Philometor crowned at, 365 ; 
receives Demetrius Nicator as 
king, 365 

known as near Daphne, 

171 

Antiochus I. (of Syria), son of Sel- 
eukos, 121 5 q.\ his title of Soter, 
124 ; his Syrian war, 131 
II. (Theos), war with Philadel- 
phus, 150 sq. ; marries Berenike 
171 ; death, 171, 19a 

III. the Great, accession, 

243 ; early dangers, 243 ; war 
with Philopator, 249 sq. ; defeated 
at Raphia, 258 sq. ; relations with 
Agaihocles, 277 ; becomes sovran 
of Syria, 288, 306 ; combines 
with Philip against Epiphanes, 
291 sq. , 492 ; seizes Palestine, 292 
sq. ; relations with Rome, 297 
sq. , 307 ; marriage connexion 
with Epiphanes, 298, 305, 
death, 310 

ly. (Epiphanes), 332 ; seizure 

of Egypt, 333 sq., 366, 378, 
493 ; coins, 335 sq. ; returns 

to Syria, 337 ; renews war, 337 
i 493-5 ; compelled by Romans 
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to abandon war, 339 sq. ; deal- 
ings with Jews, 340 sq,, 353; 
sketch of his character by Euer- 
getes Physkon, 389 
Antiochus Cyzicenus, 408 sq. 

Grypus, 373, 391, 408 sq., 

41a, 429 

son of Antiochus Grypus, 

439 

Sidetes, 373 

Antipater, nephew of Antiochus the 
Great, 257, 259, 262 sq. 

Jewish lieutenant of Julius 

Caesar, 458 

Antiphilus of Bithynia, 347 
Antiphon, 467 

Antony, Mark, 103, 437, 460, 
461, 464 ; enters Ephesus, 464 ; 
meets Cleopatra, 465 sq. ; 
marries Octavia, 469 ; his first 
Parthian expedition, 469, 473 ; 
in Syria, 471 sq. ; rejoins Cleo- 
patra, 473 ; second Parthian 
expedition, 474 ; triumph at 
Alexandria, 474 ; his distribution 
of provinces, 474 ; Roman 
charges against him, 475 sq. ; 
his will, 475 ; war with Octavian 
and defeat at Actium, 476 sq. ; 
his proceedings after Actium, 
481 sq 

Antyllus, son of Mark Antony, 481, 

483 

Aomos, 22 

Apama, wife of Seleukos, 34 

wife of Magas, 151, 187 

Apamea, 128 
Apelles, painter, 189 
Apello, in Cyprus, 329 
Aphrodite, temple of, at Naukratis, 
133 I Arsinoe II. identified with, 
160 

Aj^ion, Ptolemy, 412 
Api& bull, the, 8, 205, 230, 245, 
323 ; worship of, 71 ; vaults of, 
74 

[in Libya], 350 

Apollonides, 9 

of Clazomenae, 335 

priest, 210 


Apollonius [governor of Coele- 
Syria], 369 

Rhodius, 17, 96 ; his literary 

quarrels, 165 ; his epic, 168 

of Claiomenae, 335 

[Psemmonthes], 396, 397, 

401 

Apomoira, the, vineyard tax, 143 
I 4 S 

Appian, 35, 322 ; on Court- Journal 
of Alexandria, 98 ; on wealth of 
Philadelphus, 130 ; on neutrality 
of Philadelphus to Carthage, 
142 ; on relics of Alexander the 
Great, 412 ; on Ptolemy Alex- 
ander II., 425 sq.; on daughters 
of Mithradates, 429; onPompey, 
432 ; on Berenike IV., 434; on 
Antony, 437 ; on populace of 
Alexandria, 441 ; on Julius Caesar 
in Alexandria, 450 ; on Cleopatra 
VI., 463 ; on death of Arsinoe 
IV. , 469 ; on Kaunos, 493 
Apuleius, Lucius, 347 * 
Arabarches, j8i ; title of, 357 
Arabia, 24, 118, 127, 241, 366, 
396, 471 

Arabs, their destruction of temples, 
71 » 

Aradus, town of, 142 
Aratus of Soli, his Phenomena, 166, 
168 

of SiWon, 150, 188 sq., 203 ; 

Plutarch^ Life of, 221 sq. 
Archelaus of Komana, 436 sq. 
Archias, governor of Cyprus, 

363 

Archimedes, 208, 443 
Archisomatophylax, 214 
Archon of Aegeira, 339 
Arch -pilot, title of naval com- 
mander, 50 
Areia, 22 

Areios, epigram of, 483 
Areus of Spaita, 150 
Argaeus, step-brother of Philadel- 
phus, 1 15 
Argyraspide% 144 
Ariarathes of Cappadocia, 25 
V.. 345 
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Aristaenus, strategos of Achaeans, 
308 

Aristarchus, Homeric critic, 167, 
375> 388, 399 

Aristeas, Epistle of, on%he LXX. , 
180, 357, 422 

Aristides, envoy of Antiochus IV., 

49S • 

Aristobulus, his history of Alex- 
ander's wars, 103 
Aristocrates, friend of Mark Antony, 
481 

Aristodemus of Megalopolis, 188 
Aristomenes, guardian of Epi- 
phanes, 284. 298, 299 s^.f 301. 
305, 310 

Ariston of Megalopolis, 339 
Aristonikos, eunuch of Epipham^s, 

305 

claims kingdom of Pergamum, 

392 

Aristophanes, Homeric critic, 266 
Aristotle, 78, 326 
Arkesilaos, %88, 339 
Armenia, 473, 474 ^ 

Arrabaeus, 25, 27 ; accepts and 
immediately resigns regency, 33 
Arrian, on ICgyptian campaign of 
Alexander the Great, 3 jion satrap 
Sabakes, 6 ; on Alexander the 
Great at Gaza, 6 ; on Egyptian 
march of ditto, 7 ; on Apis, 8 ; 
on Egyptian government of 
Alexander the Greft, 9 ; on 
Elephantine, 9, 80 ; on visit of 
Alexander the Great to oasis of 
Amon, 12, 13 ; on divine origin 
of Alexander the Great, 14; on 
Cleomenes, 17, 25 ; on exile of 
Ptolemy 1. from Macedonia, 20 ; 
on promotion of ditto to Alex- 
ander’s staif, 22 ; on marriage 
of ditto to Artakama, 23 ; his 
Events after Alexander, 24 ; on 
sarcophagus of Alexander the 
Great, 26 ; on temple of Isis 
at Alexandria, 75 ; on Jewish 
soldiers of Alexander the Great, 
86 ; on Ptolemy I.^s History of 
Alexander's Wars, 103 ; on 


Ptolemy I.’s title of Soter, no; 
on Indian philosophers at court 
of Alexander the Great, 164 
Arsacids, 202 
Arsakes, 273 

Arsinoe I., wife of Ptolemy Phil- 
adelphus, 1 37 ; her relationship to 
Arsinoe II., 137, 488 

II. Philadelphus, daughter of 

Ptolemy I. , 67, 195, 224, 309 ; 
marries Lysimachus, 105, 113 ; 
plots against Agathocles, 1 13 ; 
marries Keraunos, 122 ; her 
temple at l^mothrace, 136 ; 
marries her brother Philadelphus, 
137 ; visits Pithom, 138 sq. ; 

deification, 139, 143, 415 ; char- 
acter, 1 41, 162 ; granted temple- 
dues, 143 sq, ; her Arsinoite 
nome, 81, 144 sq, ; coin of, 156, 
192 ; surrenders Fayyum, 156 
sq, \ death, 158 ; her coins, 
statues, and temples, 159 sq.^ 
470 ; compared to Cleopatra, 
161 ; her popularity, 161 ; on 
Lagynophoria, 161 ; extends and 
irrigates Fayyum, 172 57.; coin 
of, 192, 209, 375 

III. , sister and wife of Philo- 

pator, 248, 259, 265 sq., 267, 
269, 273, 276, 279, 286 ; coin 
of, 327. 375 

IV., daughter of Ptolemy 

Auletes, 429, 451, 455 sq,, 459 
sq,, 469, 476 

mother of Ptolemy I. , 19 

city in Aetolia, 159 

Arsinoeion, shrine of Arsinoe II., 
160 

Arsinoite nome, the, 8i, 144 sq., 
172 sq., 177, 178, 311, 313, 3S9, 
414, 415; surrendered by Ar- 
sinoe, 156 sq. ; second foundation 
in, 211 sq. • • 

Artabazus, satrap of Bactria, 23, 34 
Artakama, Persian wife of Ptolemy 
I.. 23» 34 

•Artemisia, imprecation of,' 72 
Artemis Leucophryne, 469 
Ascalon, 218, 369 
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Ajsbdod, ‘temple of 5 agon at, 364, 

369 

Asia, province of, 426 

Minor, 450, 4634 464, 465, 482 

and Europe, ‘ marriage of,’ 23 

Asklcpiades, htr€sy of, 416 
Askkpias (Senamoiithin), daughter 
of Panas, 396 

Aspasianus the Mede, 256 . » 

Asphalt, 82 
Assitit, i4S 

Assyrians, their wars withPaTestine, 
88 

Astarte, 359 
Aswan, stele of, ^98 
Athenaeus, 22, 23 from Naukratis, 
17 ; on Lemnos, 91 ; on deifica- 
tion of Ptolemy I. by Rhodians, 
62 ; on officers of Naukratis, 81 ; 
on coronation of Philadelphus, 
119 ; on portrait of Arsinoe II., 
160 ; quotes Eratosthenes, 161 ; 
on Egyptian luxury, 171 ; on 
Antiochus 11 . , 192 ; on Kalli- 
krates, 216 ; on Berenike Euer- 
getis, 224 ; on Philopator, 272 ; 
on ship-building of Philopator, 
274 sq, ; on revival of learning 
under Euergetes Physkon, 382 
sq. ; quotes Memoirs of Physkon, 
389 ; on feasts of Antony and 
Cleopatra, 466 

[brother of Attains I. ], 347 

Athenians, 69, 271, 417 
Athenion, 218 

Athenodorus of Tarsus, on Sarapis, 
72 

Athens, 90, 166, 473, 474, 488, 
490 ; under Casander’s sway, 
48 ; liberated by Demetrius, 49 ; 
patriots of, 28 ; statue of Ptolemy 
I. at, 107 ; engaged in Chreino- 
^nidean War, 149 sq. ; statue of 
< Rhilometor II. at, 417 
Athinis, Egyptian noble, 312 
Athos Mt. , monks of, 233 
Attains, commander of Perdikkas’ 
fleet, 31 

I. (king of Pergamum), '292, 

347 


Attains III. , 403, 426 
Augustus \see Caesar] 

Azkeramon, king of Nubia, 273 
Azotus, 42, 369 sq. 

c 

Babelon, M., his Monnaies de 
Syrie, 336, 366 

Babylon, mutiny at, 13 ; council 
of generals at, 25 

Babylonians, their wars with Pales- 
tine, 88 sq. 

Bactria, 199 

Baedeker’s Lower Egypt, 490 
Bahr Yusuf Canal, 145, 173 sq., 
212 

Bandelin, 296, 33 Sw 344 . 383. 459 \ 
on Roman embassy of Phil- 
fdelphus, 141 ; bn " Philometor, 
332 ; on death of Pompey, 449 ; 
on Julius Caesar in Alexandria, 
450 ; his silence on burning of 
library, 454 

Bankes, Mr. , owner of inscription 
of priests of Philae, 598 
Barathra, 257 
Barnabas the Apostle, 465 
Bauernkrieg, 265 
Beni-Hassan, shrine of, 70 
Berenike fT., wife of Ptolemy I., 37 
S 3 . 105 

II. , daughter of Magas (wife of 

Euergetes), 151, 187, 491 ; mar- 
riage, 193, 196, 218, 375 ; title of 
Benefactor, 205 ; want of infor- 
mation about her, 224 ; anecdote 
of, 224; portrait, 224; connexion 
with Canopus decree, 23O sq, ; 
death, 248 ; her infant daughter, 

235-9 

III., daughter of Ptolemy 

Lathyrus, 413 j^., 417, 497; her 
name in papyri, 416 ; becomes 
queen of Egypt, 425 ; marries 
Ptolemy Alexander II. , 425 ; 
death, 4261^ 

IV, , daughter of Ptolemy Au- 

letes, 429, 434, 436 sq. 

(town). 135, 136, 184 J^., 395, 

482 

Berenikidae, deme, 271 
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Berenikis, village of, 22 
Berger, M. , on Phoenician influence 
in Cyprus; 84 
Berkeley, 165 
Bes, replaces Osiris, yai 
Bessus, capture of, 22 
Bibulus, 453 

Bigg< h, island of 134, 442 ^ 

Bithynia, bequeathed to Rome, 428 
Blass, F. , on rhetors of Alexandria, 
382 

Boeckh, on wealth of Ptolemy 
Philadelphus, 130 
Bologna, its colonnades, 96 
Brindisi, 136 

Brother, equivalent to lover, 140 
Brown, Maj. K. H. , his Fayyum 
and Lake Moeris sq, ^ 
Bruchium, the, 98 
Brugsch, H., on stele of Pithom, 

126 ; on Rosetta stone, 302 ; on 
Soknopaios, 415 

Brunet de Presle, on Paris papyri, 

msg- • 

Bruno Ehrlich, on Callimachus, 
487, 488 • 

Brutus, 463 sq., 481 
Brzoska, on rhetors of Alexandria, 
382 « 

Bubastis Agria, 354 

village in Fayyum, 178 

Bubastos, 17 

Burton, Richard, on Red Sea coast, 

127 • 

Buto, land of, 46 

Byttacus the Macedonian, 256, 259 
Byzantium, 202, 251 

Cabeiri, mysteries of, 163, 270 
Cadusians, 256 

Caesar, Au^stus [Octavian], 461, 
466, 472 ; visits body of Alexan- 
der the Great, 103 ; views on 
Egypt, 147 ; marries Octavia to 
Antony, 469 ; Jiis grievances 
against Antony, 475 sq. ; his 
taxation in Italy, 475 ; war with 
Antony, 476 sq. ; victory at 
Actium, 476 ; his* treatment of 
Cleopatra, 478 sq. ; his disposal 


of Cleopatra’s children, 483 ; Us 
settlement of Egypt, 483 sq. 
Caesar, Julius, 78, 104, 433, 447, 
470, 474, '477» 483 ; demands 
Egypt as his province, 430 ; ac- 
knowledges monarchy of Auletes, 
432rcreditof of A^'J^ 438; 
on Alexandrian soldieM %t ; on 
[ will of Auletes, 446; his\.*lwflh 
I’ompey, 447, 448 sq. ; enters 
Alexandria, 449 sq. ; arbitrates 
between Ttolemy and Cleopatra, 
450 sq. ; his intimacy with Cleo- 
patra, 451, 456, 461 sq. ; his 
fighting with l^chillas, 453 sq. ; 
his supposed burning of Library, 
454 ; captures Pharos, 455 ; hia 
narrow escape at Pharos, 457 
his * letter to the Sidonians,’ 458; ' 
subdues and quits Alexandria, 
459 ; assassination of, 461, 462; 
his debts to Alexandrian civilisa- 
tion, 484 

Caesarion, son of Cleopatra VI.', 
462, 463, 470, 474, 491 > car- 
touche of, 445 ; birth, 460 ; 
obscurity of his fortunes, 480 
sq.; death, 481, 482 
Calabria, 287 

Calendar, Macedonian, 229; Julian, 
234, 484 ; reform in, 205 sq. 
Callias of Athens, 335 
Callicrates the Achaean, 338 sq. 
Callimachus (of Cyrene), 487, 488 ; 
his Hymn to Delos, 124 sq. ; on 
Philotera, 139 ; on statue of 
Arsinoe II. , at Helicon, 159, 167 
sq. ; his literary quarrels, 165 ; 
death, 207 

[of Thebes], his benevolences, 

463 

Callisthenes-pseudo, 9 
Callixenus, on coronation of Phil- 
adelphus, 1 17 • • 

Calpurnia, wife of Julius Caesar, 462 
Calumny, Apelles' painting of, 104 
Calvisius, friend of Octavian, 475 
Cambyses, 4, 72, 152 
Camel’s Fort, 31 j^., 135 
Campania, a 10 
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Canopus, xi, 17, 97, 236, 469 
Canopus decree [see Inscriptions] 
Canuleius, 348 

Capitals of nomes, their political 
rights, 8x 
Cappadocia, 25 
Capua, 263 
Caracalla, 96 
Cardaces, 257 
Caria, 197, 492 
Carmani, 256 

Carthage, 200, 284, 331, 489 
Carthaginians, 29, 51 s//. ; repelled 
by Philadelphus, 142 
Casander, 35, 39, jo. 92. 105. 488 ; 
assists Rhodes against Antigonus, 
69 ; alliance with Lysimachus 
and Seleukos against Antigonus, 
61, 63 ; attacked by Demetrius, 
63 ; victorious at Ipsus, 65, 255 
Casandrea, in Thessaly, 113, 140 
Casius, Mt., 257, 333 
Cassius, 463 s^. 

Cataract, the, 396, 407 
Cato the Elder, 378 ; his oration 
against Minucius Thermus, 380, 

384 

[of Utica], 435 ; sent as com- 
missioner to Cyprus, 43a ; visited 
by Auletes, 433 s^. 

Catullus, his Coma Berenices ^ 159, 
187 

Catulus, censor, 430 
Cellini, Benvenuto, 109 
Celsus, his epigram, 79 
Chabbas, a native Egyptian king, 
46, 47 

Chaereas, admiral of Cyprus, 419 
Chaeremon, from Naukratis, 17, 
130 

Chalcis, 487 

Champollion, 206, 301, 302, 327 
Ch^mion, waiting- woman of Cleo- 
Vaftra VI. , 479 
Charon, from Naukratis, 17 
Charops, 347 
Charybdis, 298 
Chelidonian isles, 492 
Chelkias, son of Onias, 409. 413 
Chem, god, 70 


Chesuphus, Egyptian noble, 312 
Chians, 271 

Chios, battle at, between Rhodes 
and Philip V. , 292, 294 
Chnum, goti, 489, 490 
Choachytae v. Hermias, lawsuit of, 
400 sq. 

Chrematistae, board of, 148 
Chremonidean War, 149 sq., 161 
Chremonides, 201, 207 
Chrysostom, Dion, 276 
Cicero, on Demetrius Phalereus, 92, 
115 ; on visit of Scipio to Alex- 
andria, 383 ; his speech against 
Rullus, 425 sq., 430 sq» ; on 
claimants to f-gypt, temp, 
Auletes, 429 ; on Dio, 435 ; on 
4uletes, 130. 435, 437, 439, 
441 ; his defence of Rabirius 
Postumus, 438 sq. ; on condition 
of Egypt, 439, 442 ; his silence 
on burning of library, 454 ; on 
Cleopatfa VI., 461, 463 
Cilicia, 197, 364, 365,# 434, 453, 
464, 465, 469* 471. 474. 487 
Cineas, 334 • 

Cissians, 256 

Claudius, Emperor, his college at 
Alexan(J.-ia, 96 
Clazomenae, 36 

Clemens Alexandrinus, on Sarapis, 
72, 75 

Cleomenes [of Egypt], 9, 10, 17, 
25, 80 • 

[King of Sparta], Plutarch’s 

Life of, 221 sq. ; death of, 
244 sq. 

Cleon [see Kleon] 

Cleopatra, [sister of Alexander the 
Great], 49, 488 

I. (of Egypt), wife of Ptolemy 

V., 298, 305, 306, 307, 309, 
315 ; cartouche, 314 ; regent 
for Philometor, 330 ; death, 331 

II. , 40% 496 sq . ; wife of 

Ptolemy Philometor, 331, 342, 
346, 354, 378, 406 ; proclaims 
Philopator Neos king, 374, 379; 
marries Eulrgetes II., 375, 380, 
385; joii^ Demetrius Nicator 
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against Euergetes, 391; recon- 
ciled to Euergetes, 391 ; death, 
392 sg, , 395 ; coins of, 405 

Cleopatra III., [elder daughter of 
Philometor], 363, %65, 368, 

373. 393. 395» 421. 494, 496 
sg. ; cartouche of, 377 ; marries 
Euergetes Physkon, 385 ; fligl^ 
to Cyprus, 390 sg. ; character, 
404 ; reigns with her son Soter 
Philometor II. , 406 sg. ; favours 
Jews, 409 ; puts Ptolemy Alex- 
ander I. on throne, 410 ; expels 
Lathyrus from Palestine, 41 1 ; 
her quarrels with Ptolemy Alex- 
ander 1., 414 419; death, 418. 
420 ; character, 418 ; coin of, 

42s • 

IV. , wife of Ptolemy X. , 406 ; 

death, 408 sg. 

V. [Tryphaena], 429, ^34, 

436, 442 

VI., 103, 159, loi, 328, 

404, 417^437. 497 ; birth, 429 ; 
paucity of papyri concerning, 
443 ; reasons of her fame, 445 
sg. ; accession, 447 ; exiled by her 
brother, 447 ; personal charms, 

450 sg., 466, 471, 48of intimacy 
with Julius Caesar, 451, 456, 
461 sg. ; restored by Caesar, 451, 
452 ; her hatred of her sister 
Arsinoe, 456, 460 ; gives birth 
to Caesarion, 460 ; \^sits Rome, 
461 sg. ; returns to Egypt, 463 ; 
her encounter with Antony, 465 
sg. ; alleged linguistic skill, 466 ; 
traces of at Dendera, 470 ; coins 
of, 471, 486 ; visits Herod the 
Great, 472 sg. ; rejoins Antony, 

473 ; glorification of by Antony, 

474 sg. ; visits Athens, 174 ; her 
flight from Actium considered, 
476 sg. ; last hours of, and 
death, 478 sg. ; #er meditated 
flight after Actium, 481 sg. 

confusion caused by the name, 

307. 330 * 

[daughter of Antony and Cleo- 
patra], 470, 472, 483 


Cleopatras, the, their general char- 
acter, 374 

Cleostratus of Athens, 335 
Cleruchi, Macedonian, in Fayyum, 
179, 210 sg., 361 
Cless, on Ptolemy Alexas, 426 
Clinton, on Antiochus II., 192 ; on 
.visit of Scipio to Alexandria, 
383 ; on Ptolemy Alexas, 426 ; 
on birth of Cleopatra VI. , 429 
Clodius, Publius, 432 
Cnopias of Allaria, 252 
Cocce, alleged nickname of Cleo- 
patra III., 418 

Coele-Syria, 66, ^9, 244, 249 sg., 
298,306, 332, 333sg . , 474, 492 
Comanus, 334 

Comedy, New, . fragments of, in 
Fayyum, 180 

Constantinople, museum at, 108 ; 

capture of, by Turks, 383 
Cooking, the art of, in Egypt, 105 
Cope Whitehousc, Mr., on Lake 
Moeris, 172 
Coracesium, 492 
Corinth, 48 sg., 203, 346 
Cornelia, mother of the Gracchi, 
349. 379 

Corupedion, battle of, 114, 119 
Cosmas, inscription found by, at 
Adule, 199 
Cotta, Lucius, 431 
Court Journal, at Alexandria, 98 
Couve, M., 495 
Crassus, 430, 473 
Crete, 28, 369, 422 ; inscription of 
Philometor at, 362 ; mercenaries 
of, 364 

Critolaus of Alexandria, 280 
Crocodiles, devour soldiers of Per- 
dikkas, 32 

Crocodilopolis, in Fayyum, 8i, 176, 
178, 212 , 

Curtius, 33; on Ptolemy I. *s •title 
of Soter, no 
Cyclades, the, 288, 443 
Cydnus river, the, 465 
Cynoscephalae, battle of, 305, 492 
Cyprus, 27 sg., 40, loi, 244, 307, 
340. 363. 390, 419. 420, 448, 
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455 . 459 . 471. 474 . 495 *. its 
productions, 82 ; absence from 
Encomium, 131 ; claimed by 
Euergetes II. , 348 sq, , 379 ; ex- 
cavations at, 351 ; inscription to 
Philometor at, 362 ; Soter II. 
(Lathyrus) sent to, 404 ; occu- 
pied by Ptolemy Alexander I., 
406, 408 ; Soter II. banished to, 
410 ; visited by Cato, and re- 
duced to a province, 432, 433 ; 
restored to Egypt by Julius 
Caesar, 451, 453 
Cyrenaic philosophy, 162 
Cyrene, 15, 82 263, 307, 360, 

37 S« 403. 428 ; submission of, 
16 ; aristocrats of, appeal to 
Ptolemy I. , 29 ; submits to 

Ptolemy I. 's authority, 29, 35 ; 
further revolt and submission of, 
40 ; Ophelas tries to become 
king of, $1 ; Magas becomes 
king of, 52 ; absence from En- 
comium, 13 1 ; crisis in, 188, 
491; granted to Euergetes II., 
346, 379 ; bequeathed to Rome 
by Ptolemy Apion, 412, 422 
C)Teneans in Egypt, 30 ; murdered 
by Euergetes Physkon, 381 
Cyrus, his treatment of Jews, 89 
Cyzicus, 251 

Daae, 256 

Dakkeh, in Nubia, 272, 338, 427 
Dalmatia, 331 

Damagetos, epigram of, 265 
Damascus, taken by Antiochus 
Soter, 132 

Damasippus the Macedonian, 349 
Damon, ambassador of Philometor, 
334 

Danae, mother-in-law of Tlepole- 
inus, 281 

Ehmel, Book of, 132, 269, 340 
Dardanelles, 64 

Dardanians, their offer to Keraunos, 
123 

Darius, 6 

Deb6t, in Nubia, 273, 344, 388 ; 
inscription of Ptolemy IV. at, 


152 ; temple of Philometor at, 
361 

Decapolis, 67 

Decius, Magius, 263, 271 

emp#or, 484 

Decrees, publication of, 208 
Deinocrates, architect of Alexan- 
, dria, 10 
Deinon, 279 
Dellius, 464 sq. 

Delos, 21, 384, 495 ; its confedera- 
tion, 91, 150 

Delphi, statue of Ptolemy I. at, 
107 ; Gallic attack on, 125 
Delta, 12, 361, 458, 459 ; temples 
of Ptolemy II. in^i32j^., 489-90 
Demaratus of Athens, 335, 493 
D^etrius I. of Macedon (the 
Besieger), 14, 23, 92 ; sen^ to 
oppose Ptolemy 1 . in Palestine, 
41 ; his tactics, 41 ; defeated at 
Gaza, 41 ; defeats Killes, 44 ; 
liberates Athens, 49 ; besieges 
Salamis, 50 ; defeats^ Ptolemy 1 . , 
and takes Cyprus, 50 ; invades 
si 101 sq. ; com- 
mands the fleet, 56 ; besieges 
Rhodes, 59 ; attacks Casander, 

63 ; defeated at Ipsus, 65 ; occu- 
pies Phoenicia, 66, 67 ; union 
with Seleukos, 66 ; his Life by 
Plutarch, 68 ; marries Ptolemais, 
69 ; his end, 69, 82 

II. of%Iacedon, [the Aetolian], 

221 

I. of Syria [Soter], 182, 345, 

363 367 

II. of Syria [Nicator], 364, 

365. 369 ^ 7 *. 373. 391 

son of Seleukos IV.], 332 

[Phalereus], 92, 100, 105 sq . , 

115. 129 

[Jewish chronicler], 357 

ambassador of Ptolemy V. , 305 

[the paiiger], 345 

Ddmochares, 69 ; his embassy, 90 
Demophanes of Cyrene, 220 
Demosthenes^ his disgrace, 28 
Demotic, its relation to hierogly- 
phic, 226 



INDEX 


509 


Dendera, temple at, 70, 417, 470 ; 
crypts at, 442 ; inscription of 
emperors at, 484 

Des Cartes, on the psychology of 
love, 477 ^ 

Deyr el Medineh, shrine of, 272 
Diadochi, polygamy of, 37 ; their 
lives, nature of, 40 
Dicaearchu", general of Philip V.,* 
300 

Didymus, rhetor of Alexandria, 382 
Dimeh, inscriptions of Ptolemy 
Alexander I. at, 415 
Dio Cassius, on Roman embassy 
of Philadelphus, 142, 489 ; on 
Auletes. 435, 437 ; on meeting 
of Julius CadSUr with Cleopatra, 
450 ; on settlement of Egyptian 
throne by Julius Caesar, 452 ; ^)n 
burning of ships by Julius Caesar, 
454 ; on Ganymedes, 456 ; on 
Arsinoe, 460 ; on deatn of Arsinoe 
IV., 469 

philoscmher, murdered at 

Rome by Auletes, 435 
Diodorus (dialectician)9 99 
Diodorus Siculus, on Egyptian 
campaign of Alexander the Great, 
3 ; on Amyntas, 6 ; on site of 
Alexandria, 12 ; on visif of Alex- 
ander the Great to Amon, 13, 
15 *, on submission of Cyrene to 
Alexander the Great, 16 ; on 
events following deatjji of Alex- 
ander the Great, 24 ; on appro- 
priation of Egypt by Ptolemy I. , 
25 ; on sarcophagus of Alexander 
the Great, 26 sq. ; an authority on 
wars of Ptolemy I. , 27, 487 sq. ; 
on seizure of Cyrene by Ptolemy 
1 . , 29 ; on Egyptian invasion of 
Perdikkas, 30 ; on Indian ele- 
phants of Perdikkas, 32 ; on 
resignation of regency by Arra- 
baeus and Python, 33 ; on right 
of conquest, 34 ; Quotes Poly- 
perchon’s proclamation of free- 
dom, 36 ; on defeat of Perilaos 
by Polykleitos, 39 ; cm reconquest 
of Cyprus by Ptolemy I., 40; 


on elephants of Demetrius Polior- 
ketes, 41, 127 ; on battle of 
Gaza, 41 ; on Andronicus of 
Tyre, 42 ; on sending of Seleukos 
I. to Babylon, 43 ; on Nauarchies, 
43 ; on Antigonus in Nabataea, 
44 ; on Nikokles of Salamis, 48, 
84 ; on murder of Cleopatra 
jister of Alexander the Great, 49 ; 
on liberation of Athens by 
Demetrius Poliorketes, 49 ; on 
defeat of Ptolemy I. by Demetrius 
Poliorketes, 50 ; on Ophelas, 51 ; 
on Egyptian campaign of Anti- 
gonus, 55 ; on* siege of Rhodes 
by Demetrius Poliorketes, 59 ; 
on gtatitude of Rhodians to 
Ptolemy I. , 62 *, on operations 
of Casander, Lysimachus, and 
Seleukos against Antigonus. 63 ; 
on division of Antigonus’ empire, 
6$sq. ; on splendours of Egyptian 
Thebes, 80 ; on Cyprian cities, 85; 
on cruelty of Ochus, 89 ; on his 
use of Court J oumal of Alexandria, 
98 ; his connexion with Hecataeus 
of Abdera, 100 ; on taste for 
natural history of Ptolemy Phil- 
adelphus, 128 sq. ; on Nubian 
mines, 130 ; on Ergamenes of 
Nubia, 134, 272 sq. ; on Argy- 
raspides, 144 ; on fish of Fayyum, 
144, 177 ; the exploration of 
Aethiopia by Ptolemy Phil- 
adelphus, 151 ; on Fayyum, 174 ; 
on ApxiTiKTtav of Fayyum, 181 ; 
on Macedonians in Fayyum, 21 1 ; 
on elephant-hunting of Simmias, 
215; on ‘ feather - bearers ’ of 
Canopus inscription, 229 ; on 
second native revolt against 
Ptolemy Epiphanes, 311, 313 ; 
on cowardice of Ptolemy Philo- 
metor, 336 ; on treachery .vf 
Dionysius Petosins, 342 sq. ; on 
death of Timotheus, 348 ; on 
pardon of Euergetes II. by 
Philometor, 352 ; on coronation 
of Euergetes II., 381 ; on 
murder of Cyreneans by Euer- 
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getes n., 381 ; on visit of Scipio 
to Alexandria, 384 ; on Hierax, 
general of Euergetes Physkon, 
384 ; on murder of Memphites, 
391 ; his visit to and impressions 
of Egypt, 439 s^, 

Dipdotus, king of Bactria, 273 
Diogenes Laertius, 92, 106 
Dionysiac artists, 79, 488, 490 
Dionysian Theatre at Alexandria, 
283 ; its actors, 290 
Dionysius, of Halicarnassus, on 
Roman embassy of Philadelphus, 
142 ; on Actium and its sequence, 
476, 478 ; on Caesarion and 
Antyllus, 481 ; on burning of 
Egyptian fleet by Arabs, 482 ; 
on Juba, 483 

sent to India by Philadelphus, 

154 

of Thrace, 253 

Petosiris, 342 s ^. , 360 

Dionysodorus, 104 
Dionysus, god, 268 427, 428, 

439 

Dioscorides, ambassador of Julius 
Caesar, 452 

Dioscuridcs, the Alexandrian, 248 

Diospolis (Thebes), 400 

Dis, or Pluto, temple of at Sinope, 73 

Dittenberger, 488 

Dolabella, 479 

Doloaspis, 8 

Domitius, general of Julius Caesar, 

456 

Dorimachus son of Nicostratus, 

300 

Dositheos, mathematician, 208 
Droysen, his GescA, des Helleni- 
smus, 27, 30 ; on government of 
Alexandria, 76 ; on cities of 
Cyprus, 85 ; on Gonatas, 124 ; 
on marriage of Arsinoe II., 138 ; 

• on deiflcation of Arsinoe, 139; 
Ai possessions of Arsinoe II., 
140 ; on third Syrian War, 197, 
202 ; on recall of Euergetes from 
Asia, 203 ; on Antigonus Doson, 
222 ; his de Lagidarum regno ^ 
491, 492 


Dtlmichen, on inscription at Edfu, 

239 

Dura (Dora), in Phoenicia, 253 

Ebers, on statues of Antony and 
Cleopatra, 470 

EcclesiasiicuSf Book of, 390 

Echecrates of Thessaly, 251, 253, 

« 258, 260 

Edfu, temple at, 70, 206, 215, 239 
sq., 272, 314, 387, 410, 417, 
442 

Egypt, reasons for beginning a 
special history of, at accession 
and first Ptolemy, i sq. ; cruel 
nature of Persian sway in, 4 ; 
priesthood of, c^ts power, 4 ; 
military caste of, 4 sq. ; labouring 
Classes of, 5 ; nobility, its absence 
under Ptolemies, 5 ; insurgent 
chiefs of, 5 ; provinces of, 8 ; 
fruitfulness of, 19 ; isolation of, 
19 ; seizure by Ptolemy I. , 25 ; an 
attack by sea only real danger, 
28 ; Cyrenean vetAans in, 30 ; 
invaded }^y Perdikkas, 30 sq, ; 
settlement of Jews in, 43 ; in- 
vaded by Antigonus, 54 sq. ; 
impregnability of, 58 ; starting- 
point *of history of Ptolemaic 
Egypt, 69 ; official religion of, 
adopted by Ptolemies, 70 sq. ; 
surviving temples of, Ptolemaic, 
71 ; its^dependencies, 82 ; Jews 
in, 86 sq., 341, 353 sq. ; its 
embalming process, loi, 397; 
sailors of, 126; gold-mines of, 
129 ; taxation of, 130 ; Samo- 
thracian worship in, 136 ; 
marriage of brother and sister 
in, 140; intercourse with Italy,. 
141 ; taxation of vineyards in, 
143 sq. ; minute legislation of 
Ptolemies in, 147 sq. ; extortion 
of magistrates in, 147 sq. ; 
officialdon# in, 149, z8i ; its 
land -route to India, 154; con- 
fusion of proper names in, 178, 
307, 3304 first native revolt in, 
264 sq. ; second revolt in, 310, 
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31 1 sq,\ native dynasts in, 313 
sq. ; decline of Ptolemaic dynasty 
in, 328 ; seized by Antiochus 
IV. , 333 sq. ; fusion of religions 
in* 359 ; decline of Macedonian 
status in, 360 sq. , 383, 386, 388, 
395 407 I internal state of, 

under Euergetes Physkon, 393 
sq. ; I'usirn of Greeks and natives 
in, 396 sq. ; terminating point of 
real history of Ptolemaic Egypt, 
404; Attic clubs in, 415 sq. •, 
Hellenic reaction in, under 
Ptolemy Alexander I., 415 sq. ; 
revolt against Lathyrus in, 423 ; 
bequeathed to Rome by Ptolemy 
Alexander II?5J ^25 sq. ; its danger 
from Roman annexation, 430 jf. ; 
visited by Diodorus Siculus, $39 
sq. ; comes into close connexion 
with Rome, 445 sq. ; famine 
in, 463 sq. ; settlement of, by 
Augustus, 483 sq. 

Egyptian State religion, ‘ disestab- 
lishment ’^of, 1435^., 145, 204 
Egyptians unsympathetic to foreign 
invaders, 4 sq. ; their spirit of 
religion, 13 

Eirene, daughter of Ptolemy I. , 23, 
69; (Irene), mistress of Euergetes 
II., 381 

Ekdemos, 188 

Ekphantides, political theorist, 203 
Ekregma, 40 „ 

Elements of Euclid, nature of, 
100 

Elephantarch, 269 
Elephantegoi, transport ships, 128 
Elephantine, 9, 80, 152, 388, 398, 
407 

Elephants, at Raphia, 258 sq.y 272; 
not used by Ptolemy L, 41; of 
Philadelphus, 127 sq. ; the hunt- 
ing of, 216 

Eleusis, near Alexandria, 97, 339 
Eleutherus, river, 3^. 370 
El-Kab, temple of, 387 
Epeiph, month, 240, 269 
Ephebi, of Athens, 4^5 sq. 
Ephesians, the, 475 


sn 

Ephesus, 151, 171, 196, 201, 435, 
464 

Epicureans, loi 
Epigone, foundation of the, 21 1 
Epiphanius, on ' daughter-library ' 
of Alexandria, 167 
Epirus, connected with Egypt, 68 
Eratosthenes, 249, 266; his Arsinoc, 
261, 162 ; chief librarian, 207 
Ergamenes of Nubia, 134, 273 sq. 
Eriza, 492 

Erman, on confusion of Egyptian 
worship, 75 ; on application of 
‘ brother,’ 140 
Escurial, the, 34* 

Esneh, temple at, 70, 200, 206, 
215, 410, 484 
Esther, Book of, 140, 269 
Ethiopia, 427, 481 
Euclid, 100 sq. 

Eudemos of Miletus, 334, 493 
Eudoxus, geographer, 389, 407 
Eulaeus, guardian of Philometor, 

332. 336. 493 

Eumedes, general of Philadelphus, 
138 

Eumenes, 34, 41 
Eunostos [harbour], 454, 457 

king of Soli, 23, 84 

Euphranor, Rhodian, admiral of 
Julius Caesar, 457 
Euripides, poet, 180, 360 
Europe and Asia, ' marriage ’ of, 23 
Eurydike, wife of Philip Arridaeus, 

30 

wife of Ptolemy I., 34, 37, 

105, II2 

Eurylochus of Magnesia, 252 
Eusebius, 68, 187 
Eutropius on Seleukos II. , 203 
Euxine, relations to Philadelphus, 
142 

Exiles, restoration of, at Sikyon, 
190 ^ 

Extortion in Egypt, 147 sq. 

Ezekiel, prophet, on Jews in Eg3rpt, 
88 

Farms, in Fa)r5rum, 210 
Fasti Capitolini, the, 383 
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Fayyum, the, 22, 116, 144, 160, 
415, 416, 417 ; Greek veterans 
in, 77, 144, 146, 156, 177, 211 
J7. ; veteran privileges in, 179 ; 
taxation in, 145 57. , 182, 2x3; 
Jews in, 86, 179, 358 ; local 
Greek court in, 148 ; jails in, 
149 ; surrendered by Arsinoe 11. , 
156 J7. ; called 'lake,' 1^7 ; 

its meaning, 158 ; extension and 
irrigation of, 172 s^., 209; 
modern appearance of, 173 ; fish 
in, 177 ; Greek language in, 180, 
360 *, literary fragments from, 
180; officials is, 18 1 ; wills and 
testaments of, 210 s^. ; nationality 
of its inhabitants, 210; ^msin, 
2X0 ; fnarriage of Greeks in* 2x3 *, 
professions in, 2x3;. 2x4 

s^. ; Samaritans in', 3^ ; Greek 
poetry in, 360 
Fellahs, 8, if 2, 18^4 
Feuardent, on Ptolemaic coins, iii 
Fish of Fayyiun, the pin-money of 
the queen, 144 
Flamininus, Titus, 294 
Floyer, Mr. , on Eastern desert, 127 ; 

on port of Bercnike, 135 
Fonteius, Capito, 471 
Founder's feast, 63 
Frankel, on narrative of Ptolemy 
I. , 103 ; on Ptolemy I. 's title of 
Soter, no 

Franz, on Turin stele of Cleopatra 
VI., 464 

Frederick the Great, compared to 
Ptolemies, 78 

Freedom, effect of proclamations 
of. 35 

Freudenthal, 357 

•Friends’ of Epiphanes, 214, 

314 

Fulvia, wife of Antony, 466, 467 
F^Jlrpius, orator, 476 

Gabinius, governor of Syria, 436 
jf.. 449, 453 

Galaestos, mercenary leader, 384 
Galatians, 202 

Galen, on story of the Memnon, 98 


Gan3fmedes, eunuch^ 455, 456 ^ 
Gaul, 430 

Gauls,' their invasion of Macedonia, 
123 

Gaza, 6, 30, 55, 69, 257, 293, 411 ; 

battle of7 4i sf., 127 
Gedrosia, 11& 

Gercke, on 'Theocritus, 169 ; on 
• Magas, 186 
Gerizzim, Mt. , 3SSJ'. - 
Gcrmanicus, 464 

Gizeh, museum of, 38, '79, 185, 
371. 414 

Glaucias, sons of, 359 
Goldsmith, 165 

Gow, Mr., his History of Greek 
‘Mathematics, 95# 

Gracchi, the, 484 [see Cornelia] 
GAnde Sila, 287 

. Gratz, his History of the Jews, 356 
Greek spirit of religion, 13; legends, 
their influence on Greek 'thought, 
13 ; Republics, their nemesis, 
28 ; mercenaries in Egypt, 45 ; 
historians, their iftatment of 
foreign gftds, 74 ; veterans in 
Fayyum, 77, 144 ; art, its sup- 
posed decay during Ptolemaic 
epoch, 108 ; genius, its different 
manifestations, 108 ; poets, 
quoted in L.ouvre papyrus, 360 ; 
names, fusion of, with Egyptian, 
396 sq. 

Greek Life^ and Thought, cited on 
Museum, 93 sq. ; cited on corona- 
tion of Ptolemy II., 116 sq. 

Greek World under Roman Sway, 
cited, 464, 472 sq. 

Greeks, their hardships in Egypt 
under Euergetes Physkon, 38 sq. , 
3S6, 388 

Grenfell, Mr. , on taxation at Alex* 
andria, 77 ; on Jews in Fayyum, 
88 ; his unpublished papyri, 

329 

Grote, on emlassy of Demochares, 
90 

Gurges, Q. Fabius, 141 
Gurob, docfiments of, 209 sq. ; 
coffins at, 275 
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Gutschmid, on characters of Philo* 
metor and Euergetes 11 ., 373, 
388 ; on Ptolemy Lathyrus, 424 ; 
on bequest of Egypt to Romans, 
427 ; on Thessalonil^, 488 

Hadf.s. fusion of, wlh Osimpis, 72 
Hadnad, "oad of, 185 
Halicamassos, 492 * 

Hamath, 127 

Hamdi I^y's Royal Necropolis of 
Sidm^ 27 

HammailM|, quarries of, 129 
Hannibal, war of, 263, 287 sq, 
Harpalus. his embezzled wealth and 
death, 28 
Harpocrates, ^ 

Hatasu [queen], 128 ; her toigb, 
129 

— ^ — terraces of, at Thebes, 

Eikergetes Physkon’s temple 

at, 387 

Hathor, goddess, 70 
Healy, Mr. E. , on sale of titles, 
214 

hebtx 489 • 

Hecataeus of Abdera, 43, 100 ; on 
Thebes, 80 ; on Ramses II. , 443 ; 
his influence on Diodor^, 444 
Hegesias, 99 

Helicon, statue of Arsinoe II. at, 
IS 9 

Heliodorus, minister of Seleukos 
IV., 310, 332 • 

Heliopolis, 7 

Hellenic oracles, 13 ; polls, nature 
of, 76 

Hellenic studies. Journal of, 275 
Hellenionof Naukratis, 81, 133,490 
Helvius Cinna, 460, 462 
Hephaestion, ^ 17 I his funeral 
honours, his nominee, king of | 
Sidon, 26 I 

Heracleides, ambassador of Antio- I 
chus IV., 334 ^ 

governor of Theban district | 

under Euergetes IL , 397 | 

Herakleia in Pontus, city of, 34, | 

67. ii3» 151 • j 

Herakles, ancestor of Ptolemies, 219 | 

2 


Herakles [claimant to Macedonian 
Empire], murdered by Casander, 
49 

Hermeias, vizier of Antiochus the 
Great, 249 

Hermes [Thoth], 320 
Hermesianax, love-stories of, 170 
Hermias (Petenephotus), 396 

V. Choachytae, lawsuit of, 

400 sq, 

Hermonthis, 351 
Hermopolis, 47 
Herod the Great, 472 sq, 
Herodotus, 5, ; on Fayyum, 

I74» 17s* 176 ; his visit to 
ligypt. 440 

Herondas, on generosity of Phil- 
adelphus, 130; character-sketches 
of, 168, 169 , 

Herophilus, surgeon, 100 sq. 
Hertzberg, his Greek History, 295, 

307 

Hezekias, Jewish high-priest, friend 
of JPtolemy I. , 43 
Hicesius of Miletus, 335 
Hicks, Mr., 487 
Hierapylnians, the, 362 
Hierax, Antiochus, brother of 
Seleukos II., 202 

general of Euergetes Physkon, 

384 

Hieroglyphic, its relation to de- 
mode, 226 

Hierogrammateus, 238 
Hieron, tutor of Euergetes Physkon’s 
children, 385 

Hieronymus of Kardia, on Roman 
embassy of Philadelphus, 14a 
Hippitas, 247 

Hippocrates, father of medicine, 10 1 
Hippolochus of Thessaly, 257 
Hippomedon of Sparta, 201 
Hirtius, his appendix tolCaesar’,s 
history, 456, 457, 458 • • 

Holleaux, M., 491 
Holm, his Greek History, 27, 147, 
150, 186, 273 
Holy of Holies, 267, 341 
Homer, fragments of, in Fayyum, 
180 ; temple of, 266 ; trsatment 
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of, by Alexandrian critics, 266 ; 
quoted on Egypt, 382 ; emenda- 
tions of, by Euergetes Physkon, 

389 

Homolle, M., his inscriptions, 91 ; 

on Arsinoe II. at Delos, 161 
Horhotep, 312 
Horus, god, 70, 240 
Huseh, 376 

Hyperberetaeus, month, 293 
Hyrcanus of Judaea, 409, 458 

IBYKOS, poet, 360 
Ichthyophagi, 215 
Iconium, 465 

Ilians, their decree against olig- 
archy, 36 
Ilium, 461 

Imhotep, son of Ptah, 315 
Inaros, dynast, 313 
‘ Indulgences,’ of Euergetes Phys- 
kon, 392 

‘ Inimitable Livers,' the, 467 
Inscriptions ‘ of Cyrencans at 
temple of Thothraes III. near 
Wadi Haifa, 30, 152 ; Cyprian 
inscriptions on office of strategos, 
etc, , 40, 396 , hieroglyphic in- 
scription of seventh year of young 
Alexander, 44 sq, ; paucity of 
early Ptolemaic inscriptions, 69 ; 
inscriptions at Wady Haifa and 
Abu-Simbel, 80 ; stele of Pithom, 
126, 138 sq. ; Megarian inscrip- 
tion on Orsippus, 130; inscription 
at Koptos, on Red Sea ports, 135 ; 
inscriptionof Arsinoe 11 . atSamo- 
thrace, 136 ; of Arsinoe I. at 
Koptos, 137 ; of Ptolemy III. at 
Adule, 152, 195, 303; of Ptolemy 
IV. at Deb6t, 154 ; stele of 
Soterichos, 185, 394 ; inscrip- 

tion of Cosmas at Adule, 199 ; 
« $amothracian inscription, 201 ; 
Canopus decree, 204 sq., 208 
sq,, 226 sq., 268, 301, 312, 
484 ; Rosetta stone, 204, 205, 
209, 226, 229, 301 sq., 311, 
316 sq., 381 ; inscription bn 
temple at Edfu, 239 sq., 312; 


inscription of Philopator at Nau- 
kratis, 265; Ptolemaic inscriptions 
at temple of Paphian Aphrodite, 
270 ; inscriptions of Philopator 
at Lesb<^s and Sestos, 270 ; in- 
scription of Lichas from Edfu, 
271 ; cartc^ches of Philopator, 
272 sq. ; stele at Philae, 304, 314, 

* 487 ; Lycian inscription on Epi- 
phanes, 310 ; inscription of Acoris 
at Tehneh, 314 ; inscription on 
chapel of Aesculapius at Philae, 

314 jy. ; stele of Theon at Gizeh, 

315 ; inscriptions of Fayyum, 

320 ; dedication at Apello in 
Cyprus, 329, 374 ; Asw^n stele, 
330* 374. 407 489 ; of Delta 

mentioning marriage of Philo- 
Kietor, 331 ; inscriptions of Lochus 
and the Pedii at Delos, 345^7. ; in- 
scription to Philometor at Ombos, 
361 ; ditto at Deb6t, 361 ; ditto 
at Cyrene, 361 ; ditto at Crete, 
Methana, Thera, and Cyprus, 
362 ; slab of Philopator Neos 
from Phifee, 376 ; inscriptions 
from Kos, 385 ; inscription of 
Euergetes Physkon at Dakkeh, 
388 ; ^inscription at temple of 
Pselchis, 393 ; inscription of 
Euergetes Physkon at Berenike, 
395 ; inscription of priests to 
Euergetes Physkon at Philae, 
397 •^7'* ; inscription: of Cleo- 
patra III. at Kous, 407 ; in- 
scription of Ptolemy Alexander I. 
(at Gizeh), 414 ; inscriptionof 

ditto (at Trinity College, Dublin), 
415 ; stele of Dimeh, 415 ; in- 
scriptions of Lathyrus at Thebes 
and Medamut, ^23 ; Paphian 
inscription of Lathyrus, 424 ; 
inscriptions of Ptolemy Auletes 
at Philae, 427 sq. ; Theban stele 
at Turin, 460, 463 sq. ; Dendera 
texts in Baedeker's Egypt, 460 ; 
dedication to Antony at Alex- 
andria, 467 ; inscriptions of 
Roman (smperors at Esneh and 
Dendera, 484 
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lonians, their petition to Antigonus 
Soter, 36 

Ipsus, battle of, 61, 65, 131 
Iras, waiting-woman of Cleopatra 

VL.479 . 

Irene, mistress of Eue^getes Phys- 
kon, 381 I 

Irobastirs, Egyptian^oble, 312 
Ischurias, f.3cal officer in Egypt, 
399 

Iseum, 489 

Isidores, fiscal officer, 407 
Isis, 214, 410, 427 ; her temple at 
Alexandria, 75 ; ofHebt, temple 
of, 132 ; her temple at Philae, 
134, 489; temple of, atMethana, 
37a ; as titli of Cleopatra VI. , 
474 

Issus, 6 • 

Istrians, 331 

Italy, intercourse with Eg)rpt, 141 ; 
flight of quails in, 443 ; taxation 
of Octavian in, 475 
Itanians, the, 362 

James I., his sale of ||tlcs, 214 
Jamnia, 369 

Jason, the Cyrencan, his inscrip- 
tion near Wadi Haifa, 30 
Jeremiah, prophet, on* Jews in 
Egypt, 88 

Jerome, St., on wealth of Phil- 
adelphus, 130 ; on Syrian wars, 
132 ; on conquests o^Euergetes, 
200 ; on recall of Euergetes from 
Asia, 203 ; on marriage of 
Epiphancs, 305 ; on ‘ friends ’ 
of Epiphanes, 313 ; on Eulaeus, 
332 ; on Antiochus IV. , 333 
Jerusalem, 6, 43, 69, 183, 267, 
293 34i» 364. 367 J7-. 472, 

495 

Jews, 7, 363, 419, 441, 464, 495; 
their treatment by Alexander the 
Great, 85 57. ; their friendship to 
the Ptolemies, 87 jf.: their hatred 
of Seleukids,87, 89; their taxation 
in S3rria, 182 sq, ; in Egypt, 
taxation of, 216 sq.^\ their treat- 
ment by Philopator, 267 sq. ; 


their treatment by Antiochus IV. , 

, 340 sq., 353; their temple at 
Heliopolis, 353 sq. ; their pol- 
emical literature, 357 ^7. ,390; not 
mentioned in Memphis papyri, 
358 ; maltreated by Euergetes 
Physkon, 381 sq., 390; take 
Samaria, 409 ; assist Caesar 458 
Jonathan, high-priest of Jews, 364, 
367 sq. 

Joppa, 39, 69, 155, 364, 370 
Jordan, river, 89 ; victory of Soter 
11. at, 411 

Josephus, 17; his extracts from 
Hecataeus, 49 ; extracts from 
Agatharchides, 43 ; on dream 
of Alexander the Great, 85 ; on 
settlement of Jews in Alexandria, 
86 ; on hardships of Jews, 88 ; 
on military spirit of Ptolemy I. , 
no ; on Jewish colonies, 180 ; 
on Jewish taxation in Syria, 182 ; 
on story of Onias, 216 sq. ; on 
conquest of Palestine by Antiochus 
the Great, 292 sq. ; on Jewish 
temple at Heliopolis, 354 sq. ; on 
Syrian war of Alexander Bala and 
Demetrius Nicator, 364 sq. \ on 
Cleopatra II. and Physkon, 
380; on Philomeior Soter, 409, 
410 sq. ; on Gabinius, 441 ; on 
Antipater, the Jew, 458 ; on 
Cleopatra VI. , 464 ; on death of 
her sister Arsinoe IV. , 469 ; on 
visit of Cleopatra VI. to Herod 
the Great, 472 

[nephew of Onias], story of, 

216 sq. 

Juba, king of Mauretania, 483 
Judaea, 132, 183, 294, 332, 471 
Judas Maccabaeus, 353 
Judeich, his Caesar im Orient, 459 
Jugurtha, 404 

Julius Pollux from Naukratis, ij 
Jupiter, 10, 435 • 

Justin, 10, 20, 27, 50, 52, 1 14, 
122 ; on death of Keraunos, 
123 ; on death of Berenike, 172; 
on Demetrius the Fair, 187 ; 
on third Syrian war, Z98 ; on 
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Euergdtes l.'s recall from Asia, 
203 ; on death of Euergetes I. , 
223 ; on reign of Philopator, 248 ; 
on relations of Ptolemy Epiphanes 
with Rome, 295 sg.] on char- 
acter of Philometor, 336 ; on 
accession of Euergetes Physkon, 
379 ; on Onias, 380 ; on death of 
Philopator Neos, 380 ; on in- 
vitation of settlers to Alexandria 
by Euergetes Physkon, 383 ; on 
marriage of Physkon to Cleo- 
patra III. , 385 ; on murder of 
Memphites, 391 ; on Cleopatra 
II* » 391; on 'Cleopatra III., 
406 ; on Cleopatra IV. , 408 ; 
on Rolemy Alexander I., 419 

Kakergetes, nickname of Euer- 
getes Physkon, 382, 386 
Kalabsheh, in Nubia, 427 
Kallikrates, his temple of Arsinoe 
II.. 160 
Kallinikon, 202 

Karnak, 215 ; shrine of Ptolemy 
Soterat, 127 ; traces of Euergetes 
Physkon at, 387 ; cartouche of 
Auletes at. 442 

Kaunos, in Cilicia, 48. 140, 487, 492 

Kemuer Sea, 139 

Khatit, 139 

Kikellia, 238 

Kiki oil, 444 

Killes, 44 

Kimon, 15 

Kition, local era of, 84 
Kleino, mistress of Philadelphus, 
141 

Kleitarchus, 104, 110 
Kleon, engineer of Fayyum, 145, 
158, 209 

Knaack, on Alexandrian literature, 
i^i^os, 248 

Koepp, on Gonatas, 124 ; on 
Syrian wars of the Ptolemies, 131; 
on marriage of Arsinoe 11 . , 140 
Kbhler, U., on locality of third 
Syrian war, 198 
Kom-el-Dick, 74 


Kom Ombos, temple of, 361, 442 
Konon, mathematician, 208 
Konopa, 159 

Koptos, 395, 482 ; inscription at, 
135 ; A^inoe 1 . bani^ed to, 
137 ; her stele at, 137 ; high- 
way from, tC Berenike, 184 sg. ; 
altar of Auloes at, 442 
Korosko, 129 

Kos, 166, 412, 417, 421, 425, 487; 
' liberated ' by Ptolemy I., 48 ; 
birth - place of Ptolemy Phil- 
adelphus, 53 ; intimate rela- 
tion with Alexandria, 54; modem 
researches at, 54 ; defeat of 
Philadelphus at, 150 ; a literary 
retreat, 168 ; Paton’s in- 
scriptions from, 385, 488 
Kcfsseir, 135. 136 
Kous (Apollonopolis Parva), in- 
scription of, 407 

Krall, his Studien, 137 ; on Egyp- 
tian dynasts, 313 

Krateros, 20 ; courts alliance with 
Ptolemy I., 28 * 

Kratesipolis,^ widow of Polyper- 
chon’s son Alexander, 48 
Krebs, on inscription of Philometor, 
331 ; on stele of Dimeh, 415 
Ktesibios! engineer, 166 
Kubban, fortress of, in Nubia, 129 
Kuiper, on foundation of Museum, 

92 • 

Kurbash, pative whip, 77 
Kush, prince of, 195 
Kynopolis, 80, 396 

Labienus, 466 

Lade, battle of, 295 

Laenas, Popilius, 339 sq, , 342 

Lageidas, title, 21, 22 

Lagidae, the, 87 sq*t 307, 427 

Lagis, village of, 22 

Lagos [father of Ptolemy I,], 19 sq, 

[son of Ptolemy I.], 22 

Lamprias, 4^ 

Laodike, wife of Antiochus II., 
171 sq. , 198 ; her war with Euer- 
getes I. , 1^6 sq, 

Laomedon, satrap of Syria, 34 
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Lapethus in Cyprus, 371 
Latopolis, 4x0 
Lemnos, 91 

Lenaeus, guardian of Philometor, 

33a • 

I-,entuliis, Publius, my 
Leonatus, 20 w 
Leontiscus, son of Ptolemy I. by 
Thais, 23 
Leontopolis, 354 

Lepidus, M. Aemilius, 296^7., 334, 
492 

Lepsius, on Philotera, 116 ; on 
conquests of Euergetes, 200 ; 
discovers Canopus decree, 208 
sy, ; on dat^ of Canopus decree, 
228 ; on Eupator, 329 ; on title 
of Philopator Neos, 374 on 
death of Geopatra IL , 393 ; on 
dates of Ptolemy Alexander L, 
414 ; on Cleopatra V. , 429 
Letronne, M., his discovery re 
Ptolemaic temples, 70 ; on Red 
Sea Carftl, 129 ; on naval sta- 
tions of PhiladelpJjus, 134; on 
Rosetta stone, 226 sg., 302, 
318 sg. ; on creation of Marcus 
as a peer, by Euergetes Physkon, 
384; on Cleopatra < 1 ., 391 ; 
his researches on papyri, 393 ; 
on use of porphyry, 395 ; on 
inscription of priests of Philae 
to Euergetes Physkon, 398 ; on 
Berenike III. , 413 ;*on dates of 
Ptolemy Alexander I, , 414 ; on 
inscriptions of Ptolemy Auletes, 
427 : on KdroiKOi, 491 
Levant, 202 
Levitses, 355 
Libanus, Mount, 293 
Libraries, English, 99 
Library of Alexandria, 98 sg. ; 
supposed conflagration of, 98, 
99. 454 

Libya, 34, 210, 4741 478 
Libyarchs, 181 

Lichas, the Acamanian, 271 sg. 
Ligures, 331 

Linant Bey, on site of Lake Moeris, 
17a sg. 


Liasa, 487 

Livy, on Philopator, 263, 271 ; on 
Philip V. , 295 ; on relations of 
Epiphanes with Rome, 296 sg. ; 
on Epiphanes and Cleopatra, 309; 
on Anacleteria of Philometor, 
£,*31 ; on Roman embassy to 
Philometor, 332 ; on Popilius 
Laenas, 339 ; on death of Philo- 
metor, 372 ; on murder of Mem<- 
phites, 391 ; on Philadelphus, 
489 

Lobais, 400, 401 
Locris, title of Arsinoe II. , 159 
Lucian, on Apelles, 104 ; anecdote 
of, on Ptolemy I. , 107 
Lucilius, friend of Mark Antony, 
481 

Lucius Cornelius, 297 
Lucullus, his war with Mithradates, 
421 sg. ; visits Alexandria, 422 sg. 
Lumbroso, Prof. G., his books, 97 ; 
on Antigonus, 124 ; on cleruchi, 
211 ; his researches on papyri, 
393 

Luxor, 38, 272 
Lycaonia, 250 
Lycia, 487, 492 

Lycophron, his Alexandria ^ 166 ; 

librarian at Alexandria, 166 
Lycortas, father of Polybius, 305, 
307 337 

Lydia, 257 

Lykeas, from Naukratis, 17 
Lykopolis, revolt of, 265, 31a, 
321 

Lynceus of Samos, 104 
Lyons, Captain R. E. , investigations 
at Philae, 209 

Lysandra, daughter of Ptolemy I. , 
67. 113 

Lysanias, strategus of Arsinoite 
nome, 414 • 

Lysimacheia, 106, 120, 244 • • 

[in Boeotia], x6o 

Lysimachus, king of Tlirace, 298 ; 
assists Rhodes against Antigonus, 
60 ; alliance widi Casatiider and 
Seleukos against Antig&us, 6x, 
63 ; takes Asia Minor, 63 ; his 
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capacity in war, 64 ; victorious 
at Ipsus, 65 ; marries Arsinoe, 
67, 1 13; relations to Athens, 90 
5 q.\ slain at Corupedion, 114, 
488 ; his wife and daughter, 137 
Lysimachus [brother of Euergetes], 

137 

[of Philae], 427 

[the Gaul], 257 

Maccabean dynasty, the, 409 
Maccabees^ first book of, 183 ; third 
book of, on Arsinoe Philopator, 

266 ; on Jews wider Philopator, 

267 sq.t 294; second book of, 
on Anacleteria, 331 ; books of, 
on .Antiochus, IV., 340; revolt 
of, 341 ; second book of, on 
Syrian war of Demetrius Nicator 
and Alexander Bala, 366 sq. ; 
third book of, on persecution of 
Jews at Alexandria, 381 

Macedon, feudal nobility of, 20 
‘ Macedonian ’ assembly, at Alex- 
andria, 78 

Macedonians, decline of their in- 
fluence in Egypt, 360 sq., 383, 
386, 388, 395 sq. , 407 
Machimi, the old military caste in 
Egypt, 41 

Maeander garden, at Alexandria, 
283 

Magas, king of Gyrene, 37, 52, 68, 
H9 sq., 124, 131, 151, 187 sq., 

491 . 

{brother of Ptolemy Philo- 
pator], 243, 248 
Magnesia, battle of, 307, 310 
Malli, no 

Manetho, 100, 357 ; on Sarapis, 
72 sq. ; his knowledge of Gredk^, 
74 ; his history of Egypt, 170 ■ 
Mgircius Philippus, 338 
Quintus, 334, 337, 338, 

492 

Marcus, epi-strategus, 384 
Marea in Cyprus, 28 

lake, II, 458 

Mariamne, wife of Herod the 
Great, 473 


Marieis, their city in Cyprus de- 
stroyed, 40 

Marietta, M., his discovery at 
Sakkara, 74 

Marmarica,^ Egyptian name for 
Cyrene, 46 # 

Maroneia, 244V 
Marshes of Coele-Syria, 257 
Maspero, M. , 38, 74, 274 
Matius, C., friend of Julius Caesar, 
460 

Medamut, temple of, 387 
Medes, 256 
Media, 474, 476 
Medinet-abu, temple of, 387 
Mediterranean, the,'*, 81 
Megalopolis, 222 
Me^ara, 99 

Melanthos, painter, 189 
Meleager, ambassador of Antiochus 
IV., 334 

Meleagros, son of Eurydike, 1 12 
Meninon, on the epithet Keraunos, 
10$ ; on murder 01 Seleukos, 
120 ; on /death of Keraunos, 
123 

(Aethiopian), 159 

Memnonia, the, 400 
Memoirs ‘bf Euergetes Physkon, 
389' 399 

Memphis, 7, 10, 13, 16, 212, 250 
. 333 . 422. 458, 494 .* body 

of Alexander the Great at, 26, 
102 ; battle of, 32 sq. ; statue of 
Philotera at, 116 ; papyri of, 
35857. ; Serapeum of, 358 sq., 
399; coronation of Euergetes 
Physkon at, 381 ; visited by 
Scipio, 384 

decree of [Rosett^ stone, 

q.v. under Inscriptions] 
Memphites, son of Euergetes Phys- 
kon, 380 sq., 390 sq. 

Menalkidas of Lacedaemon, 342 
Menander, lOCt 

Menedemus of Alabanda, 258, 259 
Menekles, Alexandrian historian, 
382 

Menekrateia, eponymous priestess, 
210 
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Mentos, brother of Ptolemy I., 

39. 50. 79. 84 

town of, 79, 

Mentor, 6 

Menyllus, 348, 378 • 

Menzalel), lake, i^evddffTOfios or 
sham outlet from} 57 
Mercenaries, Greek and Carian, 5, 
6, 7 ; at Alexandria, 78 ; in F'ay- 
yum, 179 s^. ; 'I'hracians and 
Gauls, 253 

Merivale, on visit of Cleopatra VI. 

to Rome, 461 s^. 

Meroe, 152 

Merula, G.iaeus, 348, 349^7. 
MesopotamiJu88, 89, 154, 4C7 
Mesore, montn, 241 
Methana, 497 : inscription to Ijjiilo- 
metor at, 362 ; temple of Isis 
at, 372 
Mieza, 20 
Miletus, 469 

Miller, E. , on stele of Philometor, 
408 • 

Miltiades, 51 

Mithradates VI. Eupator, 412, 
425 ; massacres of, 413, 421 ; 
his wars with Rome, 421 s^., 
428, 430 57. ; death, *43 1 

[of Pergamum], general under 

Caesar, 457 sq. 

Mithradatis, daughter of Mithra- 
dates VI., 429 
Mnasiades, athlete, 2f2 
Mnesis, mistress of Philadelphus, 
141 

Mnevis, 205, 230, 323 
Mochyrinus, general under Phys- 
kon, 350 

Moeragenes of Alexandria, 281 sg, 
Moeris lake, its situation. 172 
sg. [see also Fayyum] 

Molo, 249 

Mommsen, Prof. T., on Ptolemies, 
78 ; on Ptolem^, 80 ; on Jews 
in Alexandria, 86 ; on Egyptian 
recognition of Rome, 142 ; on 
Canopus decree, 228 : on Lepi- 
dus, 296 ; on di4J>osal of Egypt 
by Ptolemy Alexander I., 427, 


428 ; on Cicero’s de rege Alex.t 
430; his silence on burning of 
Library, 454 ; on Roman adapta- 
tion of Egyptian financial me- 
thods, 484 
Moschion, 210 

Mfiller, Carl, on Memoirs of Euer- 
getes Physkon, 399 
Munda, battle of, 497 
Murray, on votive inscriptions of 
Auletes, 442 

Museum of Alexandria, 91 sg, ; its 
effect on civilisation,, 92 sg. ; 
modern authorities on, 93 ; its 
lack of Egyptian members, 94 ; 
Fellows of, 94 sg. , 97 ; literary 
quarrels of, 164 ; nature of its 
literature, 165 sg. ; classification 
of its contents, 166 ; under 
Euergetes, 207 sg. 

Myiscus, 259 

Myndos, 492 ; a city of pirates, 48 
Myos Hormos, 135, 395, 482 
Myrtium, mistress of Philadelphus, 
141 

Nabathaeans, the, 44, 471 
Names proper, confusion of, 178, 
197 

Napoleon I. , his mendacity, 103 
Nauarchies, or naval defences of 
Egypt, 43 

Naukratis, 10, 12, 15, 17, 312, 
493 sg, ; Greek settlers at, 71 ; 
its decadence, 80 sg. ; Hellenion 
of, 81, 490 ; inscription of Philo- 
pator at, 265 : Antiochus Epi- 
phanes at, 493 

Naval supremacy in Aegean, how 
determined, 153 sg. 

Navarino, battle of, 292 
Naville, M. , on stele of Pithom, 126 
Nearchus, 41 

Nebuchadnezzar, his deporta^qn of 
Jews, 88 

Necho, canal of, 126, 127 
Nectanebo II., his buildings at 
Philae, 134 
Neo-Cretans, 253 
Neolaidas, 351 
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'^1 , -■■,<> ;|£llipefOf), 35 
l^kagprast of Messene, ^45 
Nicarchd^ geners^, 2^6; 359, 361 
Nicolaus, ^neral of Philopator, 
350, 353, 355 

^ Damasceniis (historian), 461 

Nicomedcs 11 . 6f Bithynia, 347 
— - III., 428 
Nicon pf Alexandria, 379 
Nipopolis,.near Alexandria, 97 
Nicostratus of Alexandria, 281 . 
Nfebilhr, on city constitution of 
• ^ Greeks", 76 ; pn Philadelphus, 
170; on disposal of Egypt by 
Pjtolemy Alexander I. , 427 
Niese, his Gqchichti^ Griech. und 
^ Mak, 27, 36 ; on Egyptian 
seasons, 117 

Nikanor, general of Ptolemy I., 
35 

Nikokles of Cyprus, 48, 84, 170 
Nikokreon, king of Salamis, ap- 
pointed strategos of Cyprus, 40 
Nile, the, 443, 482 ; Damietta 
(Phatnitic) mouth of Canopic arm 
of, 10, 12 ; Herakleotic arm of, 
10 ; Sebennytic mouth of, 47 ; 
inundation of, 152 ; . fertilising 
water of, 17 1 ; turning aside of, 
332 

Nineveh, 85 

Nomes, Arsinoite [see Arsinoite 
nome] ; Arabian, i8i, 353 ; 
Heracleopolitan, 359 ; , Libyan, 
18 1 ; Nitriotic, 79 ; * Pathyrite, 
8x ; Prosopitan, 148 ; Saitic, 
81 

Nubia, 385,. 396, 398, 419 ; gold- 
mines and elephants of; 127, 
-1 29, 443 ; explored by Phil- 
adelphus, 151 sq.t 487: Euer- 

gpto n.. 385 

Numisius, T., 339 
Nyssa, daughter of Mithradates, 
429 

OCHUS, Darius, king of Persia, 
4 » 89 


Oclavia, wife 01 Antony, 469^473* 
474 

Octavian [see Caesar, Augustus] 
Odeum, statue of Arsinoe. 11 . in, 
IS9 * • 

^enanthe, 2771.283, 486 
Offiteia]^, nuinw of, in Fayyum, 
181^ 

pfl, state monopoly in, 145 sq. ; 

di^Qfrent species ^f, 146 
Olive-bil, none in Egypt, 146 
Oly»|Sa, Statue of Ptolemy I. at, 
107 ; statue of Arsinoe II. at, 

159 

Olympos, physician of Cleopatra 
VI.. 479 

Ombos, 290, 388, 40P, 4orj 497 
One^andros, <^ief l^rari^, 423 
Oniais (high-priest), story of, 216 sq, 
— ^ (known as Onias IV. ), 380 ; 
builder of Jewish temple in 
Egypt. 353 409 

Ophelas, governor of Cyrene, 29 ; 
expelled by populace and restored 
by Ptolemy I. , 40 ; untrust- 
worthiness 'of, 44 ; attempts to 
become king, 51 ; assists Aga- 
thocles against Syracuse, 51 ; 
murderejl by Agathocles, 51 
Oppius, C., friend of Julius Caesar, 
460 

Orchomenos, 248 
Orsippus, inscription on, 130 
Osirapis, coiuposite god, 72 
Osymandias (Ramses II.), 443 
Oxybii, the, 351 

Pachon, month, 269 
Palaestra at Alexandria, 283 . 
Palestine, 44, 46; 307, 3*0, 331, 
485. 495 ; its commerce litport- 
ance, 82 ; an Egyptian province, 
131, 409, 421 ; campaign of 
Lathyrus in, 410 sq, 

Pamphilos, paii^^er, 189 
Pamphylia, 244 

Panaetius visits Alexandria, 383 sq, 
Panathenaea, 116, 335 
. Panion, battle bf, 292, 334 
Panopolis, 344 
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Panteus, 247-8 

I^os, governor of Thcbaid, 396 

Paphian Aphrodite, 270, 351 

Paphos, 40, 396, 408 

Papyri [Petrie], on Qirenean v et^ 
rasis in Egjrpt, so£ -*0 ’ ^ 

in Pet. Pap., 3i;.on 
Eayyum, 36 ; on Egyptian sea- 
sons, 117 ; -on village names of 
Philadelphus, 135, 178 *, offi- 
cials of Fayyum, i8i ; on nnking 
of an elephant transporters 5 ; 
on T^s iviyovris, an ; on horse- 
breeding in Fayyum, 212 ; -on 
wine- tax of Epi^anes, jy j on 
law -courts j^jn Arsinoite^ nome, 
313 ; on petition of crown goose- 
herds, 099 ;« on Souchos gand 
Arsinoe, 415 ; on formulaesr of * 
wills, 446 

[various], continual dis- 
coveries of, 3 ; of Fay^im , 2a ; 

‘ Imprecation of Artemisia,' 72 ; 
Serapeuw papyri, 148 ; from 
coflfins of Gurob, 209 .y. ; ab- 
sence of honorific •titles in early 
papyri, 219 ; Turin papyri, 
231, 290, 313, S$2, 358, 381, 
387, 392, 396, 397e 400 sq.t 
408 ; ‘ B ' and ‘ A ' in Cursive 
papyri, 274 ; Theban contracts 
ofRevillout,3i2; Grenfell papyri, 
320 ; Casati papyri on Eupator, 
329, 330 ; Paris fapyri from 
Memphis, 358 ; British Museum 
papyri from Memphis, 358 sq. ; 
degeneration in language of later 
papyri, 360 ; Louvre papyri, 
360, 381, 393 ; contract of Soter 
n., with list of first ten Ptole- 
mies, 375 ; Leyden papyri of 
Physkon, 387, 393 I Paris papyri 
of Physkon, 387, 393*, Zois 
papyri of Physkon, 387 ; British 
Museum papyri pJPhyskon, 387, 
393 ; Vienna papyri, 393 ; on 
Choachytae v. Hermias, 401; 
papyri of Nechutes, 416 ; Gren- 
fell papyri on Ptolfmy XI. , 416 ; 
Casati papyri on ditto, 416 


sn 

Papyrus, ‘ Revenue/ xs# 21, aia^^ 
319. « 94 ; 0° 

6a, 63; on Aleacaftdnan taxj^ 
tion, 77;. on nomes,^,^ on 
temple dues, X4f *56 s^., 
319; on Greek ' local court in 
Fayimm, 148;. on officials • of 
F'ayyxun, .^181 \ ,ott taxation of 
Fayyum, 182 s^. ; on third 
Syrian war, 197 sg. on oil of 
.Fayyum, 212 
Paraetonium, 16, 481 
Paraschists, corp^ation o| em- 
balmers of Thebes, 397, ^02 
Parthenon, friele-of, 109 
Parthia, 448, 461, 466, 469, • 473, 

-- 

Pasht, goddess, 70 » 

Pasimenes the C3rrenean, bis in-" 
scription near Wadi Haifa, 30 
Pasiodes, ambassador to Egypt,* 
335 

Pater, Walter, Mr., on Epicurean- 
ism, 163 ^ . 

Paton, Mr., his inscriptions froip 
Kos, 54 ,. 385 

Patrokles, admiral, 140, igo 
Paul the Apostle, 466 ^ 

Paullus Aemilius, his triumph, 
116 

Pauly - Wissowa, Encyclofatdia, 
296, 332 

Pausanias, 15, 37 . 37 . 53 1 on 
obscurity of Ptolemaic epoch, 2 ; 
on votive inscriptions of Ptolemy 
I. , ai j' on position of Ptolemy I. 
at death »of Alexander, 24; on 
title of Soter, 62, iio sq, ; on 
marriage of Agathocles, 67 ; on 
tomb of Alexander, 102 ; on 
statues of Ptolemy I., 107 ; on 
Seleukos, 114; on death of 
Argaeus, 115 ; on Egyptian 
Patrokles, 150; on statia^ of 
Arsinoe 11 . , 159 *. on statues of 
Ptolemies in Greece, 206, 490; 
on Antigonus Doson, 335; on 
temple of Isis at Methana, 37* ; 
on Cleopatra III., 404, 406* 4^7 J 
on title of Philometor IL, 406 
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sg, ; on Cleopatra riL, 418 ; on 
Ptolemy Alexander I., 419 
Pausiras, Egyptian noble, 312 
Paynff month, 234, 241 
Pe Tep, 46, 70 

Peithon, general under Alexander 
and Demetrius, 41 
Pekin, 97 

Peloponnesus, quarrels in, 330 
Pelops, 277 

Pelusium, 7, 17, 26, 250, 333, 437, 
441, 447, 448. 452, 458. 494 

[village in Fayyum], 178 

Peraea, 349, 492 ^ 

Perdikkas, 20 ; guardian of Philip 
Arridaeus, 24 ; cruelty of, 25 ; 
disputes with IHolemy I. about 
body of Alexahder, 26 sg. ; his 
fleet checked at Cyprus, 28 ; his 
invasion of Egypt, 30 sg. , 54 ; 
accuses Ptolemy I. of dis- 
obedience, 30 sg. ; his military 
operations, 31 sg. ; his Indian 
elephants, 32 ; defeat near Mem- 
phis, 32 sg. ; his murder, 33 
Pergamum, 113, 202, 310, 346 ; 
rise of, 220 ; library of, 389, 461, 
475 ; acquired by Rome, 392 
Perigenes, admiral of Ptolemy IV., 
256 

Perilaos, defeated by Polykleitos, 39 
Peripatetics, loi 

Perseus of Macedonia, his war 
with Rome, 330, 334, 339 sg.^ 

342 

Persia, 199, 210 
Persian Empire, 9 
Persians in Palestine, 89 
Peteesis, 8 
Petra, 482 

Petrie, Mr., his Illahun, 174 ; his 
Hawara 176 ; his Naukratis, 
§0, 133, 490 

— »-c papyri of \see Papyri] 
Petronius, Gaius, 347 
Peukestes, 22, no 
Peyron, A., on Turin Papyri, 358 ; 
his researches on pap)rri, 393 ; on 
Turin stde of Cleopatra VL, 464 
Phacus, 349 


Pharaohs, 108, 147 
Pharos, the, of Alexandria, 469, 482 ; 
visited by Scipio, 384 ; taken by 
Julius Caesar, 455 
Phaselis, 48^ 

Phila, wife of Bemetrius, 60 
Philadelphia ^abbat-Amon). 22, 
f^ 3 S 

Philae, 272, 399, 410 ; limits of 
Philadelphus’ sway at, 128 ; 
temple of Isis at, 134 ; visited 
by Philadelphus, 152 ; decrees 
at, 2 o 8 ; chapel of Aesculapius 
at, 314 sg. ; temple of Philo- 
metor at, 361 ; slab of Philo- 
pator Neos from, ^^76 ; traces of 
Euergetes Physkon at, 388, 397 
s^. ; inscriptions of Ptolemy^ 
Auletes at, 427 sg . , 442 
Philammon, governor of Cyrene, 
277, 279, 286 

Philetaerus of Pergamum, 113 
Philetas of Kos, 100 ; tutor of 
Philadelphus, 166 • 

Philip, foster-brother of Antiochtis 
the Great, 259 

II. of Maoedon (the Great), 

20, 136 

Philip V. cof Macedon, 243, 271, 
277, 288, 300, 492; combines with 
Antiochus against Epiphanes, 
291 sg. ; his sea-fight at Chios, 
292, 294 ; his war in Aegean, 
294 sg . , ; his Roman war, 

295 ; defeat at Cynoscephalae, 

305 

Philippi, battle of, 463, 464, 481 
Philippus, Lucius, 431 
Philiscus, priest of Dionystts, 1 19 
Philistia, 410 

Philistus, from Naukratis, 17 
Philo of Gnossus, general un|df^ 
Ptolemy IV. , 253 

[Judaeus] on punishment in 

Alexandria, V7 

[Byzantinus] on seven wonders 

of the world, 208 
Philocles of Sidon, 488 
Philon, admir&, 100 
Philopoemen, 306, 308 


Philostephanos, general of Lathyrus, 
411 

Philotas of Amphissa, 467 sq. 
Philotera, sister of Philadelphus, 

IIS 135. 139 • 

Phoenicia, 16, 217, Myl, 474 
Phoenicians, 89 f 
Phommojs, -^96, 407 sq. ^ 

Photius, his ‘ Epitome of Arrian/ 
24 . 30. 34 

Phoxidas of Melita, 252, 258, 260 « 
Phylarchus, on philosophy of Phil- 
adelphus, 163 ; on Cleomenes, 
222 

Pindar, poet, 360 
Pirates in iveggan, 153 sq. 

Pisidia, cities of, 25 

Pithom, stele of, 126, 133, ^8 ; 

text of stele, 138 sq., 143 
Plancus, friend of Antony, 475 
Plaque, dedicatory, of Piclcmy IV., 

73. 274. 303 

Platanus, pass of, 256 
Plato, 4.71^ fragments of, in Fay- 
yum, 180 ; on flattery, 468 
Pleiades, stormy season of, 55 
Pliny, 489 ; on franchise of Alexan- 
dria, 77 ; on embalming, loi ; 
on Upper Berenike, icp ; on oils 
of Egypt, 146 ; on Dionysius’ 
visit to India, 154; on load- 
stone temple of Arsinoe II, , 160 
Plutarch, on Egyptian campaign 
of Alexander the Gfreat, 3 ; on 
site of Alexandria, ii ; on visit 
of Alexander the Great to Amon, 
15 ; on Lagos, father of Ptolemy 
1 .^ 20 ; on wars of Ptolemy I. , 
27 ; on siege of Rhodes by De- 
metrius Poliorketes, 59 ; on 
marriage of Lysimachus to 
Arsinoe II. , 67 ; on Theoxena, 
step-daughter of Ptolemy I., 
68 ; on Sarapis, 72 sq. ; on 
exile of Demetrios of Phaleron, 
92 ; on armament of Deme- 
trius Poliorketes, 102 ; his Apo- 
phthegms on character of Ptolemy 
I. , 104 ; on birt^f of Demetrius 
the Fair, 112 ; Life of De- 


metrius, 130 ; on Aratus of 
Sikyon, 188 sq. ; on Laodike, 
wife of Antiochus II., 198 ; on 
Hippomedon, son of AgelUaos, 
201 ; on appointment of Ptolemy 
Euergetes to head of Achaean 
' League, 203 ; on Ekdemos and 
D-imophanes in Gyrene, 220 ; 
his Life of Antony, 221 ; his 
Lives of Agis, Aratus, and 
Cleomenes, 221 sq. ; on death 
of Cleomenes, 244 sq. ; his 
Moralia, 320 ; on marriage 
proposal of Euergetes II. to 
Cornelia, 349*; on the sixth Cleo- 
patra, 374, 464, 471 sq., 479; 
on visit of Lucullus to Alex- 
andria, 422 sq. ; on Crassus, 
430 ; on Cato, 432, 433 sq. ; on 
Pompey, 435, 448 sq. ; on 

Gabinius, 437 ; on Antony, 437, 
461, 464 sq., 471 sq., 474 sq.t 
481 sq. ] on Julius Caesar, 438, 
450 ; on Cnacus Pompey, 465, 
470. 497 ; on treasures of Cleo- 
patra, 478 ; on murder of Cae- 
sarion, 483 

Plutarch, pseudo-. Life of Demo- 
chares, 69, 90 

Pluto, or Dis, temple of, at Sinope, 

73. 74 

Polemo, 27 

Polyaenos on Damascus, 132 

Polyaratus of Rhodes, 342 

Polybius, on pre - Alexandrian 
authors, 2 ; on Aetolian League, 
60 ; on dispute about Syria, 66 ; 
on riot at Alexandria, 96 ; on 
coronation of Ptolemy V. , 97 ; 
on murder of royal brothers, 
115 ; on mistresses of Phil- 
adelphus, 141 ; on Eudemos and 
Ekphantides, 204 ; on inde- 
pendence ot Cyrene, 220*; oon 
treachery of Aratus, 222 ; on 
death of Euergetes, 223 ; on 
earthquake at Rhodes, 224; on 
solidarity of Hellenistic world, 
225 ; real commencement of his 
history, 243 ; on accession of 
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PompQr, declines to visit Egypt, 


Philoi&tor, 243 sg. ; on Cleo- 
menes, 244 : on ^sibius, 248 ; 
on Theodotus and Hermeias, 
249^; on capture of Seleukeia, 
250 ; on war of Coele-Syria, 
250 sg, ; on battle of Raphia, 
258 sg. ; on first native revolt, 
264 ; on Athenians, 271 ; on 
Ptolemy of Megalopolis, 272 ; 
on accession of Epiphanes and 
tumult at Alexandria, 275 sg. ; 
on Tlepolemos, 289 sg. ; on 
Aristomenes, 290 ; on Mace* 
donian and Syrian combination 
against Epiphanes, 290 sg. , 306 ; 
on battle of Chios, 292, 295 ; 
on Skopas, 299 sg. ; on sporting 
talents of Epiphanes, 305 ; on 
foreign possessions of Epiphanes, 
307 ; on Achaean League, 307 
sg. ; on second native revolt, 31 1 
sg. ; on Anacleteria of Philo- 
metor, 331 ; on embassies of 
Antiochus IV. and Philometor 
to Rome, 333 sg. ; on Greek 
embassies to Antiochus IV, , 334 
sg. ; on cowardice of Philometor, 
336 ; on embassy of Philo- 
metor to Achaean League, 337 
sg. ; on Popilius Laenas, 339 ; 
on visit of Euergetes II. to 
Rome, 347 sg. ; on fighting 
between the brothers Ptolemy at 
Cyrene, 349 sg. ; on Demetrius 
Soter, 363 ; on Alexander Bala, 
363 ; on character of Ptolemy 
Philometor, 371 sg. ; on char- 
acter of Euergetes Physkon, 378, 
389 ; on Alexandria under Euer- 
getes Physkon, 381 sg. 

Polycharmus from Naukratis, 17 

Polycrates of Argos, general of 
I^olemy IV. , 252, 258, 260, 265, 
afeft. 301, 305, 307, 311, 312 

Polykleitos, 39 

Polyperchon, appointed regent, 
35 ; his proclamation of freedom, 
35 

Pompey Cnaeus [the younger], 465, 
470, 497 


43a. 433. 435» 436. 437. 446. 
447 ; death, 438, 449 ; war with 
Caesar, 447, 448 sg. , 497 ; flight 
to Egypt, c 148 I Plutarch’s life 
of. 435. 448®- 
Pontus, 73] I 

Poole, Mr. , his Coins of the Ptole- 
^miest 40, 105, 107, no, 111 ; 
on revolt of Magas, 124 ; on 
Tyrian coins of Ptolemy II., 
131. 155 i on portrait of Arsinoe 

11., 160; on coins of Cyrene, 
220 : on Eulaeus, 332 ; on 
Antiochus IV. , 336 ; on Philo- 
metor I. in Syria,, 766, 372 ; on 
title of Eupator, 374 ; on Philo- 
njetor II. , 410 ; on Ptolemy 
Alexander I., 414; on coins of 
Auletes, 433 ; on nominees of 
Julius Caesar in Cyprus, 459 

Porphyrion, town of, 256 
Porphyry on abdication of Ptolemy 

1. , 106 ; on Syrian wars, 132 ; 
on conquests of Euergetes, 5^ ; 
quoted by St. Jerome, 313 ; on 
Ptolemy Alexander I. , 406, 419, 
420 ; on death of Cleopatra III. , 
418 ; or Ptolemy Alexander II. , 

425 

[stone], use of, in Egypt, 129, 

395 

Porson, 322 
Poms, 42 • 

Poseidion, fort, near Seleukeia ad 
Orontem, 197 , 

Posidippus, epigram of, on Pharos, 
185 

Posidonius on Ptolemy AlexAder 

I., 419 

Potheine, mistress of Philadelphus, 
141 

Pothinos, 447, 449, 451, 452, 

456 

Praesians, the, <362 
Pration, 335 
Priene, 474 

Priestesses, twin, Mn Memphis 
papyri, ssZ'^f. 

Pliests, as cicerones, 72 



Proclamations of ^edom, 35 sg,, 
53 

Protarchus, 359 
Prusias, 347 

Psammetichus II. in Nubia, 15 1 
Pselchis, 398 ; temple^f, 393 
Psiamon, 184 1 

Psychir. village of, %59 
Ptah, god of Memphis, 72, 24^, 
304* 30S» 317. 359. 381. 42^ 
Ptolemaeion, the, at Rhodes, 62 
Ptolemaia, Delian festival of, 91 
Ptolemaic temples, characteristics 
of, 70 

Ptolemais, daughter of Ptolemy I., 
69 

(Ake), Kl Palestine, 90, 250, 

363, 364, 366, 368, 41 1 

[in Gyrene], 159 • 

[in Egypt], 76 sg., 139, 212, 

488 

phyle at Athens, 271 

Ptolemies, their epithets, nature of, 
III ; penal settlements of, 129 ; 
general iftture and results of their 
empire, 485 sg. ^ 

Ptolemy I, [Soter], Satrap 322-305 
B.C. ; King 305-285 B.C. ; 
reasons for commencing history 
with his accession, h sg. ; his 
history of Alexander’s campaigns, 
19, 103 sg. ; in Egypt with 
Alexander, 19 ; his birth and 
parentage, 19 sg. exiled from 
Philip’s court, 20 ; supposed 
suppression of father’s name, 20 
sg. ; a Herakleid, 22 ; appointed 
to Alexander’s staff, 22 ; personal 
axud military character, 22 sg., 
32; 53, 104, 106 sg. ; intimacy 
with Thais, 23, 105 ; chooses 
satrapy of Egypt, 24 ; opposes 
absolute power of Auidaeus, 
24 ; murders Cleomenes, 25 ; 
conveys Alexander’s remains to 
Memphis, 25 sg.^ transfers Alex- 
ander’s remains to Alexandria, 
xoa sg. ; opposition to Perdikkas, 
27 sg. ; allfence ^with Cypriote 
kings, 27 ; acquires Gyrene, 29 ; 


attacked by Perdikkas, 30 sg. ; 
defeats Perdikkas n6ar Memphis, 
32 sg. ; refuses Regency, 33 ; his 
satrapy confirmed at Tripara- 
deisus, 34 ; marries Eurydike, 
34 ; occupies Cyprus and Syria, 
34 ; attitude in the wars of succes- 
sion, 35 ; approached by Ca- 
^nder, 35 ; affected by Poly-. 
perchon's decree, 35 J7. ; protects 
Seleukos, 36 ; marries Berenike, 
37 ; restorations at Luxor, 38 ; 
war with Antigonus, 39 sg. , 487 
sg. ; proceedings at Cyprus, 40 ; 
victory at Ggza, 41 sg. ; sends 
Seleukos to Babylon, 43 ; evacu- 
ates Syria, 44 ; peace with 
Antigonus, 44 ; religious policy, 
44 sg. , 70 ; fortifies Sebennytic 
mouth of Nile, 47 ; objects to 
Greek autonomy, 47 sg. ; renews 
war, 48 ; ‘ liberates ' Kos and 
Andros, 48 ; occupies Corinth and 
Sikyon, 48 ; defeat, and loss of 
Cyprus, 50, 153 ; appoints Magas 
to Cyrene, 52 ; crafty policy, 52 
sg, ; repels Antigonus, 54 sg. ; 
assumes title of king, 58 ; assists 
Rhodes, 60 sg. ; deified by 
Rhodes, 62 ; title of Soter, 62, 
63,11057., 155; undue caution, 
63 ; absent from battle of Ipsus, 
65 ; disputes Syria with iSsleu- 
kos, 66 sg. ; marriages of his 
daughters, 67 sg. ; recovers Cy- 
prus, 69 ; relations to Palestine, 
69, 85 sg. ; retirement from 
foreign politics, 69 ; adoption of 
Egyptian religion, 70 sg. ; worship 
of Sarapis, 72 sg. ; adorns Alex- 
andria, 75 ; government of Alex- 
andria, 76 sg. ; historic claim to 
honoiu-, 78 ; foundation of cities, 
79 sg. ; foreign dependenciesf 82 
sg. ; carries. Jews to Egypt? Sy ; 
popularity with Jews, 87 sg. ; 
rdations to Aegean islands, 90 
sg. ; approached by Athens, 90 ; 
foundation of Delian League ; 
91 ,* foundation of Mijfseum, 91 
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; fo^dation of. Library, 98 
sq, ; patronage of learning and 
art, 99 sq. , zo8 sq. ; indifference 
to greatness, 102 ; his ' Letters, ’ 
104 ; relations with women, 105; 
abdication, 106, 488 ; death. 106 
sq. ; portrait, 107 ; deification, 
III, 489, 490 

Ptolemy II. [Philadelphus], King 
285-247 B.C., 37, 91, 92, 102, 
273, 309, 399, 482, 488 ; car- 
touche of, Z12 ; marries Arsinoe 
(I.), daughter of Lysimachus, 
113 ; murders Argaeus, 115 ; 
his coronation ceremony, 48, zi6 
sq. ; his immunity from the Gauls, 
123 ; confused records of, 124 ; 
destroys Gallic mercenaries, 124 ; 
his panegyrists, 124 sq. ; his 
stations on Red Sea, 127, 135 ; 
his buildings at Philae, 127, 489; 
his elephants, 127 sq. ; his taste 
for natural history, 128 sq., 151 
sq. ; his wealth, 130 sq. ; his re- 
lations to Cyrene and Cyprus, 
131 ; his Syrian wars, 131 sq, ; 
his building of temples, 132 sq., 
489 ; his impartiality in worship, 
133 ; his worship of Samothracian 
gods, 136 ; marries his sister 
Arsinoe (II.), 137 sq.\ visits 
Pithom and Peraet, 138 sq . , 158 ; 
mistresses, 141, 162, 170 ; em- 
bassy to Rome, 141 sq., 489 ; 
relations to Euxine, 142 ; fixes 
temple-dues, 143 sq. ; adminis- 
tration of Fayyum, 144 sq . , 148, 
209 ; his minute legislation, 147 
sq. ; assists Athens and Sparta 
in Chremonidean war, 149 sq. ; 
engaged in second Syrian War, 
150 sq. ; explores Aethiopia and . 
Nubia, 151 sq. ; his philosophy,’ 
y 52 sq. ; his portrait, 162, 470 ; 
litci-ary followers, 165 founds 
second library, 167 ; becomes 
father-in-law of Antiochus II., 
X71 ; extends and irrigates 
Fayyum, 172 sq.\ builds light- 
house at Pharos, 185 ; relations 


with Aratus,/z88 sq. ; relations 
with Antigonus, 188 sq. ; death, 
X9Z ; coin of, Z92 ^ 

Ptolemy III. [Euergetes I.], King 
247-222 B.C., 442, 491 ; acces- 
sion, 193?' obscurity of his youth, 
X94 sq. ; cl^acter, Z94, 220 ; 
marriage to^erenike, X93, Z96, 
^91 ; engages in third Syi*ian war, 
196 sq. ; his conquests, 199 sq . ; 
made head of Achaean League, 
203 ; returns from Asia, 203 sq. ; 
connexion with Canopic decree, 
205 sq. , 209 sq. , 229 sq. ; rela- 
tions to literature and science, 
207 sq. ; his elephant hunting, 
215 sq. ; anecdotf concerning, 
216J sq. ; his connexion with 
Aratus, and Cleomenes, 
221 sq. ; death, 223 ; want of 
information about him, 215, 
224 ; portrait, 224 ; his gifts to 
Rhodians, 224 sq. \ coin of, 225 

IV. [Philopator], King, 222- 

205 B.C., 240, 290, 49X ; car- 
touche of, ^43, 272 sq.\ acces- 
sion, 243 sq. ; relations with 
Cleomenes, 244 sq. ; title, 249 ; 
war with Antiochus III. the Great, 
249 sq. r victorious at Raphia, 
258 sq. \ mentioned by Livy, 
263, 271 ; subdues native revolt, 
264 sq. ; marriage, 265 ; de- 
bauchery, 264, 266 ; literary and 
aesthetic tastes, 266 ; relations 
with Jews, 267 sq . ; his buildings, 
272 sq. ; his ship-building, 274 
sq. ; death, 277, 296 ; coin of, 
288. 

V. [Epiphanes], King, ^05- 

z82 B.C., 401, 423, 497; birUi 
and accession, 217, 265, 267, 
275. 277 sq., 317 ; cartouche, 
289 ; his guardians and directors, 
289 sq. , 492 ; loses Palestine,- 292 
sq. : his relatirns With Rome, 295 
sq., 309 sq.\ marriage connexion 
with Antiochus 111 ., 298, 305,306; 
I^rsonal accession, 30Z ; rela- 
tions with priests, 304 sq. ; his 
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sportsmanship, ^5 ; his foreign 
possessions, 306 sq. ; connexion 
witli Achaean League, 307 sq. ; 
death, 308, 3x3 ; his degenera- 
tion, 310; treachery at Lycopolis, 
2265, 312, 321 ; his iitended inva- 
sion of Syria, 31#; his ' friends,’ 
8X4> .3x3 hil buildings, 314 
sq. * 

Ptolemy VI. [Eupator], King, 182 
B.C., evidence concerning his 
existence and short reign, 329 sq . , 
497 

VII. [Philometor], King, 182- 

146 B.C., 240, 309, 423, 492, 
497 ; accession, 329 sq. ; his 
Anacleterik ; 331 ; marriage, 331; 
relations with Rpme, 332, 333 ; 
deposed by Antiochus IV., *333 
» 493 J reigns jointly with 
Euergetes II. , 337, 494 ; em- 
bassy to Achaeans, 337 sq. ; 
restored by Romans, 339 sq. ; 
dependence on Romans, 342 ; 
driven tb Rome, 344 sq. ; com- 
pelled to divide kingdom with 
Euergetes II., 345, 378 ; disputes 
brother’s claim to Cyprus, 349 
* 379 I defeats and pardons 
Euergetes, 351 ^$-,,^^371, 379 '» 
his favour to Jews, 353 sq. ; 
visits Memphis, 361 ; his temples, 
361 sq. ; inscriptions to him, 
361 sq. ; his foreign politics, 
362 ; helps Alexander Bala 
against Demetrius Soter, 363 
sq. , 368 ; discovers treachery of 
Bala and sides with Demetrius 
^icator, 365 sq . , 369 sq. ; death, 
366, 370, 371, 374 ; his reign in 
Syria, 366 ; character, 371, 373, 
495 ; his portrait and coin, 372, 
376 ; his absence of aetivity in 
Lower Egypt, 387 

Vni. [Philopator Neos], 

King 146 B.C.,< proclaimed king 
by his mother Cleopatra II„ 374, 
379 ; his title, 374 sq. ; murdered 
by Euergetes II.^ 375, 380, 389 

IX. [Euergetes II. (Phys- 


kon)], King 146-117 B.C., 342, 
343 sq. , 406, 40IB, 417, 419, 420, 
438, 487, 491 ; character of, 377 
sq.^ 386,404,495; cartouche of, 
377; coronation of, 241, 38 1 ; made 
king on deposition of Philometor, *■ 
333. 334» 37B. 494; reigns jointly^ 
^ith Philometor, 337 ; granted 

• Cyrene by Romans, 345, 379 ; 
visits Rome, 347 sq. ; claims 
Cyprus from Philometor, 348 
371 ; defeated and pardoned 
by Philometor, 351 sq., 371; 
seizes throne, murders Philo- 
pator Neos,^and marries widow 
of Philometor, 375 sq. , 379 sq . , 
496 ; his anti-Macedonian policy, 
381 sq. , 386, 388, 395 sq. ; visited 
by Scipio, 383 sq. ; marries Cleo- 
patra HI., 385, 496; extent of 
his sway, 385 sq.] his temples, 
386 sq,] his encouragement of 
literature, 388 sq., 399 sq. ; his 
Memoirs, 389, 399 ; his enmity 
against Jews, 381 sq. , 390 ; flight 
to Cyprus, 389, 390 sq. ; death, 
393, 404 ; his death the real 
termination of history of Ptole- 
maic Egypt, 404 

Ptolemy X. [Philometor, Soter II. ], 
241, 242, 387, 432, 442, 497 ; 
cartouche of, 405 ; reigns in 
conjunction with Cleopatra III. 
his mother, 406 sq. ; visits 
Elephantine, 407 ; helps Anti- 
ochus Cyzicenus against Jews, 
409 ] banished to Cyprus, 410 ; 
his campaign in Palestine, *410 
sq., 421 ; his daughter Berenike, 
413 ; his statue at Athens, 417 ; 
re-appointed king, 418, 420 ,* 
visited by Lucullus, 422 ; death 
and character, 424 

XI. [Alexander I.], .239, 

241, 404, 406 ; becomes 4iikg of 
Cyprus, 408, 41 1 ; becomes king 
of Egypt, 410, 41 1 ; marries 
Berenike III., 413 ; his voluntary 
exile, 413, 418, 419 ; inscriptions 
and papyri of, 414 j his 


THE EMPIRE OF THE PTOLEM|RS 


inaplicatianin^eath 9f Cleopatra 
7^ ni.» 418 ; cj(eposed/ 4x8 ; death, 
419, 4ao ; cartouche, 424 
Ptolemy XIL [Alexander IL], Ring 
8x B.C., 43a; relatioQS *with 
^ Mithradates, 421, 425 ; relations 
« with Rome, 425 sg,, 428, 430; 
'^^becomes king. 425 ; marries ^re**# 
nike Hi., 413, 425 ; death. 426 

XHI. [Auletes]. King 81-52 

B.C., 296, 417 ; accession. 427; 
his inscriptions at Philae. 427 
sg, ; bis marriage. 429 ; birth of 
his daughter Cleopatra, 429 ; ex- 
pulsion from A^xandria, 430, 
433 sg.', threatened by Roman 
annexation, 430 sg. ; receives 
Roman recognition, 432 ; retreats 
to Rome, 433 sg.; visits Cato, 

433 Jy-i'.iis intrigues at Rome, 

434 sg.; restoration, puts Bere- 
nike IV. to death, 437 sg . , 439, 
453 ; death, 439 ; character, 439 ; 
temples and inscriptions of, 442 ; 
paucity of papyri concerning, 
443 ; cartouche, 444 ; bis will, 

446 

XIV. , elder brother of Cleo- 
patra VI. , 458 ; expels Cleopatra, 

447 sg. ; under control of Julius 
Caesar, 452, 456 ; death, 459 

XV. , younger brother of 

Cleopatra VI., 451, 453, 456 
sg., 469 

^Apion, son of Euergetes II,, 

403 ; leaves Cyrene to Romans, 
412. 422 

[brother of Auletes], 432 

[of Megalopolis], 307 

on Philopator, 272 

[recluse in Memphis papyri], 

358 399 

[rhetor], 335 ; [son of Ages- 

archus], 277 

^ [son of Antony and Cleo- 
patra], 474, 483 

[son of Chrysermas], 246, 247 

[son of Eumenes], 299 

[son of Sosibius], 277 

— [son of Thraseas], 252 


Ptolemy (Symj^tcsis), 350, 3^ 

— r— [nephew of Anti^ntta Mon* 
ophthalitiMl 487 tf. * 
Keraaiw®, 92, 105 sg„ 488 ; 
origte of his title, 105 ; leaves 
Egypt, i:fei,^i3; plots* against 
Agathocles, #13 ; flies to Seleu* 
kos, X14 ; Imurders Seleitkos, 
<j2o; seizes Thrace, 12 1 ; marries 
Arsinoe, 122 ; slain by Gauls, 
123 ; his rash character, 123 { 
murders children of Arsinoe, 162 
Puchstein on Alexandria, 97 
Punic War (first), 489 
Punt, land of, 139 
Puteoli, -;^42 

Pydna, battle of, 339^ 340, 342 
Pylons, 206 ^ 

PyrTrius, 65 ; becomes son-in-law 
of Agathocles, 52 ; his marriage 
to Antigone, 68 ; goes to Italy, 
122, 141, 4Q9 ^ 

[peer of Lathyrus], 419 

Python accepts and immediately 
resigns regency, 33 
2 

Ra, sun-god, 241 
Ra-Harrnachis, temple of, 240 
Rabirius Postumus, 433, 434, 438^^7. 
Raphia, bittle of, 224, 258 sg., 
254, 265, 266, 267, 269, 272, 
276 ; stranding of Demetrius' 
ships at, 56 

Red Sea, thp, 24, 427, 481 sg. ; 
explored by Philon, 100 ; geo- 
graphy of, 127 ; stations of Phil- 
adelphus by, 127 ; canal of, 129, 
184 

Regency, on death of Alexander 
the Great, of Perdikkas, 24;’ re- 
fused by Ptolemy I. , 35 ; accepted 
and immediately resigned by 
Arrabaeus and Python, 33 
Regulus, 200 

Renaissance, Italian, 110, 418 
Renan, E. , on H^rod the Great, 473 
Revenue Papyrus [see Papyrus] 
Revillout. E. , 496 ; his theory that 
‘ Ptolemy I. concealed his father's 
name, 20 sg. ; on Etolemaic 
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coins, iii; on Phoenician coin-* I 
155 1* on R^etta stone, 226 
302, 303 sg,,Ai 6 s^. ; insur- 
gent kings in Up|^ Egypt, 312 ; 

‘ on sale-tax of Epiphanet, 314 ; 
on Serapeum ofJMAnphis, 359 ; 
his researches A papyri, 393; 
onChoachytaewHermias, 401 ; 

01 i government of Euergetes 
Physlion, 403 « '' 

Revolts, native, 264 jj?., 301, 305, 
310, 3n s^. 

Rhagae. 85 

Rhakotis [Alexandria], 45, 73, 74 
Rhodes, 142, 309. 491, 492 sg.; 
siege of, 59 sg.\ its commercial 
influence^ ^ I ; deifies Ptolemy 
I., 62, '90, 110^ in; its inde- 
pendence, 90 ; influence on naval 
wars, 153 sg. i attitude to Cuer- 
getes, 201 ; earthquake at, 224 
sg. , 270, 288 ; makes war on . 
TOlip 1 , 29a ; Confederacy of, 
306 

Rhodian snips of Julius Caesar, 449, 

456 

Rome, its intercouriip with Ptolemy 
Philadelphus, 14 1, 489 sg. ; em- 
bassy of, to Ptolemy Philopator, 
271 ; relations wi^ Ptolemy 
Epiphanes, 295 sg 7 , 309 sg. ; 
approached by Ptolemy Philo- 
metor and Antiochus IV., 333 
sg,; its partition of Egypt, 344 
sg., 378 sg. ; foreign trans- 
. actions of its Senate, 346 sg. ; 
grants Syria to Alexander Bala, 
363 ; Scipionic circle at, 378 ; 
aevolution of Gracchi at, 392, 
403 ; its acquisition of Pcrgamuni, 
3*92,* 403 ; its venality, 403 sg . ; 
receives Cyrene from Ptolemv 
Apion, 4x2 sg., 428; its war 
with Mithradates, 421 sg. ; rela- 
tions with Ptolemy Alexander II., 
425 sg., 428 ; ftceives Bithynia, 
from Nicomedes III., 428; its 
second war with Mithradates, 
428 ; third war with Mithradates, 
430 sg.; its proposals to annex 


Egypt, 430 sg.; appealed to by 
Auletes, 434 ; comes into 

close connexion with Egypt, 
iHS i distribution of corn 
at) 484 

Rosellini on conquests of Euergetes, 
200 ; on temple at Esneh, 206 
« Rosetta stone, 204, 205, 209, 22^, 
229, 401 sg., 31 1, 316 jj*. 

Rosi teles of Sikyon, 305 
Roxane, 30, 34, 49, 481 
Rufinus, warden of Alexandria, 
459 

Rullus, his proposal to annex 
■ Egypt, 42s, 430 sg. 

Sabakes, satrap of Egypt, 6 
Sabbaeus, 356 
Safech, goddess, 240 
Saida, 26 x 

Sais, 17, 312 ; Isis-Arsinoe of, 139 
Sakkara, Serapeum of, 74 
Salamis, in Cyprus, 50, 198 
Sale-tax of Epiphanes, 314 
Sallust, his Jugurtkine War, 404 
Samaria, captured by Demetrius, 
68 ; taken by Jews, 409 

[in Fayyum], 178 

Samaritans, in Egypt, 17, 178, 355, 

358 

Samos, 476, 492 

Samothrace, 122, 201, 336, 494; 
worship of its gods, 136 ; temple 
of Arsinoe 11. at, 159 
Sarapis, 214, 359 ; worship of 
introduced by Ptolemy I., 72 
sg. ; temple of, 74 
Sardis, 196 

Satraps of Syrian empire, 81 
Saturn, loo 

Satyrus, general of Philadelphus, 
138 

Sayce, Mr., on Osiris, 72 ; on 
Demetrius Nicator, 373 ; his 
granite slab of Philopator I^eos, 
376 • • 

Scholiast of Aristophanes, on 
Adonis of Philopator, 266 
Schreiber, M., on Alexandrian art, 
109 
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Schubert) K., on Pyirhus, 122 
Schwi^nfiirt, on $ite of lake Moeris, 
175 

Scipio (Aemilianus), 288 ; visits 
Alexandria, 383 sq„ 385 
Scipionic circle, its influence in the 
East, 378 

Scorpion, lake of, 139 
Sea-battles of Diadochi, nature of. 
50 

Sebennjrtus, village in Fayyum, 

132. 178, 489 

Sehele, island of, 396 
Selene, wife of Soter 11. , 406, 407, 
409, 412, 429 

Seleucians, asylum^ of. in Pieria, 
408 

Seleukeia, on Orontes, 75, 197, 
198, 250 

Seleukids, 366. 485 ; their occupa- 
tion of Palestine, 42, 87 
Seleukos, 101, 106, 113, 120, 298, 
493 ; escapes to Ptolemy I. , 36 ; 
commands fleet of Ptolemy I. , 39 ; 
persuades Ptolemy I. to occupy | 
Palestine, 41 ; sent to Babylon 
by Ptolemy I. , 43 ; his success 
in East, 44; assumes title of 
king, 50 ; alliance with Lysi- 
machus against Antigonus, 61, 63 
s^. ; victorious at Ipsus, 65 ; ob- 
tains Syria, 68 ; disputes Syria 
with Ptolemy I. , 66, 67 ; union 
with Demetrius, 68 ; his policy 
contrasted with that of Ptolemy 
I., 78: interns Demetrius, 82; 
his Jewish policy, 89 ; victorious 
at iCorupedion, X14 ; returns to 
Macedonia, 120; murdered by 
Keraunos, 120 

II. Kallinikos, 196, 200, 202, 

203, 243 ; his wars with his 
brother, 220 

III. [Soter], 223 

r IV. , 310, 330, 332 

^ ^[grandson of Philometor], 

373 

Kybiosactes. 436 

governor of Cyprus, 495 s^. 

Sellasia, battle of, 222, 223, 22^4 
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^Sema, tomb of ^exander the Great, 
26, 103, 1087 109, 207 
Seneca, on Library, 98, 454 
Septimius, Lucius, 449 
Septuagint, the, 20, 170, 357, 

390 ^ C 

Serapeum of Alpxandria, 167, 440 

of Memptifis [see Memphis] 

Serapion, ambassador of Julius 
Caesar, 452 
Sesostris, 152 
Seti, temple of, 72 
Severus, 76 
Shadoof, the, 444 
Shakespeare, his Antony and Cleo- 
patra, 374 ; on Cnaeus Pompey, 
470 ; on personal Itppearance of 
Cleopatra, 471 ; on death of 
Cleopatra, 478 

Shafpe, his History of Egypt^ 3 ; 
on revival of learning in Alex- 
andria under Euergetes Physkon, 
383; on Cleopatra III., 418; 
on Seleukos Kybiosactes, 436 
Sheba, the Queen of, 472 
Ships of Philopator, 274 
Shishak the Libyan, 300 
Shuckburgh, Mr. , his translation of 
Polybius, 244 

Sibylline Oj;acles, 390, 435 
Sicilian Vespers, the, 421 
Sicily, Verres in, 429 
Side in Pamphylia, 349 
Sidon, 64, 155 ; king of, his sarco- 
phagus, 20, 108 
Sikyon, 48 sq . , 355 
Silphium, 82 

Simmias, elephant hunter, 215 
Simon, general of Alexander Bala, 

369 

Simplicissimus, memoirs of, 149 
Sinai, peninsula of, 395 
Sinope, temple of Pluto at, 73 
Siw&h, oasis of, 10 
Six, on portrait of Philometor, 372 
Skopas, generaPof Epiphanes, 277, 
291 sq, , 294, 298 ; his character 
and death, 299 sq.^ 321 
Skythopolis, 218 
Socrates of Boeiatia, 252, 258 



INDEX 


c^sl, 


Soknopaios [SouciAs], god of the 
Fayyum, 415 % 

Soli, 198 

Solomon, 472 ; Song of , 140 
Somali coast, 128, 152 
Somnium Scipionu^[ki 383 
Soohag, traces of Cfcopatra VI. at, 
470 I 

Sophociris, poet, 360 
SosibSus, steward of Philopatar, 
245, 246, 248 sq. , 274 

[the younger], 285 

Sosiphanes, ambassador 01 Antio- 
chus IV., 334 

Sostratos, the Knidian, 185 
Sotades, on third marriage of 
Arsinoe 11)^140 

'Loniip, Ptolemy I.’s title of, 62, 

63 

Soterichos, 185, 394 • 

Sothiac cycle, 234 
Souchos, god, 320 
Spain, 331 

Spenser, Edmund, 165 
Speos Arteflbidos, 70 
Sphaerus, Stoic, 207 
Spinther, Lentulus, 434 
Spitamenes, 34 

Stamboul, its freedom from taxes, 


Staphylus from Naukrafis, 17 
Stark, his Gaza, 66, 67, 217, 306 
’'Stephanos,' nature of, 217 
Stilpo, 99 

Stobaeus, on Philadelfhus, 115 
Stoffel, his Hist, de Jules C/sar, 
459 

Stoics, 101 

Stmbo, on Menelaos, 79 ; on Cro- 
codilopolis, 81 ; on Museum, 
94, 454 ; on Alexandria, 97 ; 
omits mention of Library, 08, 
454 ; on Philetaerus, 113 ; on 
cities of Philotera, 115, 138 ; on 
Somali settlements, 128, 152 ; on 
ports of Phila<ftlphus, 135 ; on 
Ptolemais, 139 ; on olives in 
Egypt, 147 ; on Nubian explora- 
tion, 152 ; on village Konopa, 
159 ; on templ^ of Arsinoe 11 . , 
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160 ; on cities of Arsinoe II., 
160, 177 ; on Antioch near 

Daphne, 17 1 ; on Fayyum, 174 ; 
on sacipd crocodiles of Fayyum, 
177 ; on routes to Arabia, 184 ; 
on foundations of Philadelphus, 
215 ; on reign of Philopator, 
248 ; on Serbonian Bog, 257 ; on 
character of Euergetes Physkon, 
377; on Chelkias and Ananias, 
409 ; on Cleopatra III., 418 ; on 
retreat of Ptolemy Alexander I. , 
419 ; on Seleukos Kybiosactes, 
436 ; on revenue of Auletes, 441 ; 
his copying from books, 443 ; on 
government o^Egypt by Augustus, 

584 

Strack, on exile of Euergetes Phys- 
kon, 39S 

Strategi of Ptolemaic empire, 81 

Straton, tutor of Philadelphus, 166 

Suetonius, 200, 203*; on Julius 
Caesar’s request for Egypt, 430 ; 
on Rufinus, 459 ; on Caesarion, 
460 

Suez Canal, 185 

Suidas, on birth of Ptolemy I. , 19, 
107 ; on Aristarchus, 389 

Sunium, 150 

Susa, 8 

Susemihl, 99, 100, 265, 382, 388, 
389, 390 ; his Geschichte der 
Griech. Litt., 93 ; on literature 
of Museum, 165 ; on tastes of 
Euergetes, 207 ; on Homeric 
criticism, 267 

Susiana, 199 

Syene, 80, 132, 388, 396 

Sylla, 413, 425 sq.\ his war with 
Mithradates, 421 sq. 

Synedrion, council of Alexandria, 

301 

Syria, 35, 307, 377, 404, 407, 408 
sq., 420, 427, 428, 446 sq., 4S3, 
461, 467, 471, 473 sq.) ^aken 
by Seleukos, 66 ; claimed by 
Ptolemy I. , 66, 67 ; claimed 
by Demetrius Nicator and Alex- 
ander Bala, 364 sq. 

Syrian traffic, 12 
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Syrian war, first, i^i ; second, 150 
sfi * ttiird, 196 sg. 

Syhes, $1 
Swift, Dean, 165 

TACiTtfs, 386, 486 ; on fortifica- 
tions of Alexandria, 71 ; on 
Sarapis, 72 sg. 

Tanagra,.248 
T^h, 17, 205, 226 
Tarentum, 121 
Tarsus, 198 
Tatius, Achilles, 96 
Taxation, 8, 77 

Taxes, in Fayyum, 145 sg., 182 
Techu -feast, 241 
Tehneh, 314 
Teles, 201 

Tells or mounds of Pelusium, 56 
Telmessus, 490 

Temples, surviving, mainly of 
Ptolemaic epoch, 71 
Tenos, 91 
Tetrapyrgia, 350 
Thais, 23, 105 
Thapsacus, 154 
Thebaid, 79, 80 

Thebes [Egyptian], 79 sg., 127, 
290, 361, 419. 443» 444. 463 
sg. , 496 ; temples at, 206, 387, 
490 ; necropolis of, 397 ; de- 
struction of, 423, 439 

[in Boeotia], 21 

Themison, general, 257, 259 
Theocritus, his /dy/ls arid En- 
comium, 22, 37, 54, 128, 130 
sg., 166, 168 ; scholion on, 137 
Theodoridas, the Achaean, 305 
Theodorus, of Cyrene, 99 

[tutor of Antyllus], 483 

Theodosius the Samaritan, 356 
Theodotus Hemiolius, 256, 262 sg. 

sophist, 449 

the Aetolian, 249 sg. , 157 sg. 

Theon of Maroneia, 315 
Thebp^nes of Mytilene, 448 
Theoxena, 37, 68 
Thera, inscription to Philometor 
at, 392 

Thermus, Lucius, 351 ; his con- 


nexion with Buergetes Physkon, 
380, 384 ♦ 

Thesis, 493 
Thespis, poet, 360 
Thessalonikc, wife of Casander, 
488 ^ I 

Thibron, 28 sgy 
Thirlwall, 27 ^ 

Thirty Years' Wait 003 
Thoth, god, 70, 240 
Thrace, 113, 210 
Thrige’s Ecs Cyrenensium, 29 
Thucydides, on word Pharos, 186 
Thymondas, 6 
Thyra in Lycia, 419 
Tiber, the, 461, 462 
Tiberius, Emperor, 484 
Timagenes, historian, no 
Timon [misanthrope], 482 

^ Phliasius on Fellows of 

Museum, 97 
Timotheos, poet, 360 
Timotheos, ambassador of Philo- 
metor, 334, 348 ^ 

Titius, friend of Antony, 475 
Titles, honorary, of Epiphancs, 214 
Tlepolemos, nflnister of Epiphanes, 
278 sg. ; his character, 289 sg., 
298 

Tobit, BooJ^ of, 85 
Tombs of kings at Thebes, 80 
Toreutic, or working in gold, of 
Alexandria, 109 
Torquatus, I^cius, 431 

Titus, 348 sg. 

Tothmes III., temples of, 30, 38,^. 

423 

Trajan, 77 

Trepanning, operation of, 372 ♦ 
Triparadeisus, treaty of, 34 
Trogodyte country, the, 138, 216 
Tryphaena, daughter of Euergetes 
Physkon, 391, 409 
Tryphon, title of Euergetes, 193 
Tuditanus, Semoronius, 296 
Turin Papyri [sec Papyri] 

Turkey, modem taxation in, 438 
Turks, their destruction of temples, 
7 * 

Tybi, THontJi tSr 999, ^240 
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Tyre, 6, 39, 42, 155, 250, 426, 1 

431 ■ % j 

■ I 

Vahlen, on embassy of Apoka, I 
164 ; on Magas, 187 I 

Valerius Antias, 29! • 

Maximus, 14^ 296, 345, 489 1 

Vatican, the, statiik of Philadel- 
phu. and Arswioe at. 470 
Venice, 136 • ! 

Vespasian, 436 
Vetturini, 212 
Victo): Emmanuel, 102 
Villages in Fayyum, 178 
Vivisection, human, loi 

WACHSMUTjff C. , on Gcnatas, 124 
Wadi Haifa, temple of Tothmes III., 
near, 30 ; inscriptions at, 80, 487 
Wadi Rayan, 172 * 

Wasta, on Nile, 173 sq. 

Wiedemann, on documentary mis- 
takes, 126 

Wilamovvit|, 105 ; on foundation 
of Museum, 92 ; on Greek polis, 
147 ; on locality of third Syrian 
war, 198 ; on Phitopator, 249 
Wilbour, Mr., 271 
Wilcken, 76, 275, 494 ; on Greek 
law-court in Fayyun^ 148 ; on 
locality of third Syrian war, 


198; on Alexandrian demes, . 
2x0, 21 1 ; on inscription of 
priests of Philae to Euergetes 
Physkon, 398 ; on Souchos, 415 
Wilkinson, on Red Sea, 127 .. 

Wills of 1 ayyum inhabitants, s^o 
213 

Woodhou''e, Mr., on Aetolia, 159 

Xanthippus, satrap of P^sia, 
200, 202 * 

Xanthus, a city of pirates, 48 
Xenophon, 5 
Xerxes, 46 

Yemen, wealthaof, 24 

ZABDIBt 2 LUS, 257 

Zabdiel, prince of Arabians, 366, 

370 

Zelys of Gortyn, 257 
Zeno, historian, 292 
Zenobius, on Sosibius, 248 
Zenodotus, 100, i66, 266 
Zephyrion, temple of Arsinoe IT. 
at, 159 

Zephyritis, title of Arsinoe II., 159, 
x6o, 2x6 

'Zeus, fusion of, with Osirapis, 72 ; 

marriage of, with Hera, 140 
Zeus-Amon, 13 
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